





- 














RAD 

















10 MUSIC 























ARIET 











Published Weekly at 154 
Entered as second-class 


West 46th Street, N 
macttet 


COPYRIGHT, 


December 22, 


1946, 




















ASTOR, LENO. — 
TILDEN t 
R . 
—< intl —— } 
eS 
» , . Sea 
ew York 19, N. Y., by Variety, Ine. Annual subs on, $10, Single copies, 25 cents. 
1905, at the Post Office at New York, N ¥ unde the act of March 3, 1879 
BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 











VOL. 163 No. 


NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, 


JUNE 12, 1946 


PRICE 25 CENTS 























Radio, Pix, Newspapers, Television 


Primed for Atom Bomb Coverage 





| 
Washington. June 11. ¢ ¥ | + St 
Coverage by all media of the Bil:ini | ’ - . Major film companies and the ; " 
atom sts in July will be one of the] W bb ] t P T : a ‘ 
ae OE OS | CDD S ISU FIC LerpiNY | covernment divided honors _ yes- etro Ss Youmans biog 
most extensive in history for such |\terday when a 73-page opinion wa 
: ’ | ‘ be o-pae Was } . cr 
short-time event. Army and Navy's! Hollywood, June 11. rr ; * id nth tif ' t | Metro. which has a JerGme Kern 
{ oe é : - | nis 1] : e Tinypnay | Manaead aown in 1@ anti-trust sul ; ‘ 
Joint Task Force One (“Operatien| Clifton Webb and Gene Tierney | Decision barred theatre divorcement | filmusical biography in work and 
Crossroads”) has announced that 165, are practically set for Georgie Jes- | iad . eh; Ps SLE ree tichard) Rodgers and (1 nz) 
el's ‘oduct f or} B: , | but drastically 1anged current !the (Richard) Rodgers and (Loren 
correspondents and photog Crom | S<+< production 0 " ind lselling price The three-jud fed i | 
’ 9 ’ " se g ss > e-jUudce fed- a a - . oa 5 +4 on. 
daily and weekly newspapel miga- Wagon upon Webb's return from | eral ( hat in New York. in effect. or Hart story upcoming, w! | glorify an 
” T » mara’ ae “io ms 4 ; ‘0 : N@\W , 7eECU, - ‘ “a . ay 
zines and radio networks will be Noel Coward's play, “Present Laugh- | | . ! yst “ tau tic n bi Idi fo1 j other songsmith. He's Vincent You- 
sth rp”? cat iomuhetes r ; | dered a system of auction bidding for 
posted on the USS Appalachian, | ter, next spring. Webb will dance |... ; P J, 1ans, who died early this yea 
. individual pictures and simultane- | Mans, wh lead eal IS, 
seneral press headquarters. and at | for the first time on the screen in | — 2 — ow 2 _ 
a rhe “y lud — Kee: [| this pie am ; j}ously ruled price-fixing, block book- Metro’s deal is said to cover $250 
wajalein, neluded are news’ ¢< s } ‘ an 
oes | Hi Howard Dietz and Arthur Sc! ‘ ing, pooling arrangements. formula | 000 for the rights, outside ot the song 
cameramen. qe anorner mot raph a “ve apgertarbageeteys theses ret master agreement nd t t learanc« which the Luci I ~ 
als laster agree its id tran- | clearances, hich e studio 1u 
ture cameraman representing the, Who authored the stage original, will ' ; ae : 
yee. , a. chises to be, in the main, tnval negotiate 
pool of television broadcasts wno | Write several new songs for the filn ny . 
will record the event with the two oldies, “Dancing in the Clearance and In. as suc vere 
ark” < a“ . is ‘> hea |held not to be violative of the Sher- 
Appalachian will carry 65 news- Dark” and “I Love Louisa,” to b rt ‘ ne peli | ’ ‘ 
; 4 1 featured also man Act unless unreasonable it 
paper correspondents, as well as 12 | characte} It determinin the Way 1Z ul 00 
<ti}] ner en sever: ne = - | wae shane = 
tig ve ri ag | ns . . — ‘ question ol reasonableness, the 
me n the tele ne wares photos 1 va- ° ° 9 leourt laid down seve factors ol 
dio broadcasters, 15 wire re- wii 4 sche eheananit The 
iW Cl LO Dase qa 1} ne 
vets Bae wcs LOngMair Musie’s 
4 ee ee wt iy — i ' jlengthy opinion also held joint own- 
sat verage ¢ wajalein be 13 
a cove Be i as Ajaiel i nership of theatres by the majors 
handled Dy three newspaper corie- with each other o with indie to 
With re | ie j Nitti Nadics, , 
Sspondents, nine magazine writers, | 


three wire service reporters, four ra- | 
dio correspondents and five newsiecl 
(Continued on page 40) { 


Biggest Boom Due 


The longhair 
for another 
perhaps 

i 


music bus 
boom year 
! the greatest 
history. Right now, every ig artist 
is sold out for next season. The 


PM Needs 100,000 More 
Readers; Had Considered, | isn #05 serious music econ 


iness is in 
next season, 
year in its 





| Canada, Which Banned 


FILM BIZ BEATS DIVORCEMENT 
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The present jammed occupancy of 
New York's hotels is a highly favor- 
able indication of Broadway's show 
fs chances this summer. In recent 
| 


(Continued on page 4) 


weeks managers were puzzled as to 
business possibilities, grosses moving 
ip and down, except for the newer 


egit standouts. 


Eddie Cantor on Radio, 


t 
i 





. . ‘ancerts world’s largest concert bu- 
Then Nixed Selling ie world’s largest ecncert | 


. has grown faster than the sup- 


PM, N. Y. daily tabloid, is ap- ply. The saturation point in concert 
proaching its sixth anniversary next | bookings, Judson says, has in no way | 
Tuesday (18) with red ink spread | been reached. | 
all over its ledger. After soaking! Columbia Concerts itself has al- | 
away a substantial reserve fund | ready set 151 recitals for next season | 


during the preceding year’s opera-|in N. Y. alone, which is 10 concerts | 


tions, the paper has been operating | more than it handled for the entire 
at a considerable loss for the last | 1945-46 N, Y. season, and a 20°% in- 
fiscal year because of the “raised | crease over bookings this time last 
cost of living.” To make up this de- | year. 
ficit. PM is planning an open. con- Judson admits to a certuin infla- | 


4 Y 
page 


certed plea to its readers to cam- (Continued on page 34) 
paign tor 100,000 additional Tin amen 
tion, | 
oe poole which the’ paver| P elr f illo See en 


prospectus, which the papei 
will use as an insert in next Tues 


Invites Him in Person. Major midtown hotels are refusing 
to accept reservations for the bal- 
Hollywood, June 1l. |ance of the month. Some limit ac- 
Only radio comic invited to Van- | ceptances to weekends only, and the 
couver’s Diamond Jubilee pageant, | demand for help is known to have 
| July 1 to 13, is Eddie Cantor. Irony jumped recently. Influx of buvers 
of it is that several months ago {and the start of vacations explain 
Cantor’s radio show was banned in | the hotel situation. Highest demand 
Canada for reasons never fully ex- for hotel rooms is dated for next 
plained. midweek. the Louis-Conn fight on 
Surprised at the invitation to play Wednesday (19) being the factor. 
12 nights in the pageant, Cantor was Most large hotels, especially those 
told by the promotional head of the on the east side. are booked solidly 
project that he was the favorite until late August, and ticket agencies 


comedian with Canadians and that 
(Continued on page 


eaoy 
sey 


that @eut-of-town mail orders are 
35) piling up daily. 


Making Bid as Maestro | 


for Television 


For One of Video's Worst Blows 


Petersburg, Fla.. 
Having 


June 11. 
barred live 
sicians from appearing on television 


already 


mule 


| shows, James C Petrillo and his 
; American Federation of Musicians, 
|have just dealt video a new blow, 
| probably the toughest one to date. 
| Petrillo has served notice on the 
| film studios, it was learned at the 
|} AFM comvention herc, that they are 





Other detailed AFM con- 
vention stories in Music and 
Radio sections. 





forbidden to use 
sound-tracks for 
industry, having 

had to accede. 
levision in a 


product 
tel 


no 


from their 
>v ISLOTL. The 
other 
In eftect, 
position 


pix 
alterna- 
it prtts 
where at 
(Continued on page 40) 





Fire-Hazardous Hotel 
 Niteries Hit by Chi, 
Dubuque Disasters 


Possibility exists that many enter- 
;tainment rooms, cocktail lounges 
and niteries located in _ hoiels 
| throughout the country will shutter 

as hotels are closed as a consequence 


| of the two disastrous fires in the 
LaSalle Hotel, Chicago. and the 
Canfield Hotel, Dubuque. First 
casualty is the Walton Hotel, Phila- 
delphia, which was condemned by 
city authorities, and suspended op- 
erations Saturday (8). |A> detailed 
| below, Chi authorities shuitered one 
|Loop legiter, the Great Northe 


and 5 niteries as result of the La 
Salle catastrophe}. Details on the 
Walton Roof on page 52. 
Others are expected as cits 
thorities all over the country are 
once-overing all inns in their juris- 


aule- 


| dictions, 


day’s editions. It will also be mailed | 4 * ae Vi a ye 1S City authorities realize that fire- 
to a select list. Prospectus will state vel ad Wa Ol y ac in tT On fighting equipment is substandard 
that PM’s editors had ‘seriously penance = 4 be, - , oO because of inability to get teplace- 
Sidered breaking away trom s | , — — . — a 7 conduc  ¢ ments during the war. Also the 
ieee ‘tece aaa by eae By GEORGE ROSEN | fis gure in the nation’s overall labor caversy ) wood se scr de Shr ; <6 acute room shortage is taxing hotel 
agreeing to accept advertising. bast | Petersburg, Fla., June 11 Tee aaa ; oe er bw pes yp a ‘aia Lay, | Staffs and facilities to the point 
were forced to forego the idea be-|* ‘The manner in which James C. | To the networks, the radio indus- lied the far-flung allegations that the (enti , Fo 
cause of the paver’s Sal - sea se — i {try in general, the recording a! d | AFM prexy wields a czaristic baton nuunued on page v2) 
Sg gal Papers Own plant Ca-| petrilio was swept back into the | gjiy, companies. plus oth within |}over the boys. For the first time the > et 
pacity, This was so limited.” ac- i _ . P aeaael ind ; hir rlorial ‘ontingent ee 1 t 
cording to the prospectus “th: ) presidency of the American Fed-j|ithe — ente rtainmen inaustry with |reportoria: contingent rere ~ ane 
© prospectus, “that PM | . : rT imol hom Petrillo & Co. do business, the find some meaning. understanding NIGHT CLUBS PONDER 
(Continued on page 30) leration of Musicians by unanimous {> ih Ee = ap er ee ia ieee 
a , ‘ s «4h, |implication was cleat that the boss;anad qaemocraiic proceaure yenuina 
sidiaieiiatiniel ¢ |vote and thunderous ovation of the lof the musicians’ union isn’t likely | what Petrillo was striving for FALL- OFF IN BUSINESS 
R |AFM delegates assembled in coM-| ty yield an inch, come what may.| But so far as Petrillo himself wa: 
OS HIT IN V-DAY | ention here was only one of a num- ;But further, his drastic proposal ; concerned, he made no bones that Question of whether the curre 
lbher of significant events pointing up| (drastic in terms of AFL protocol),| he was reconciled to the fact that | 40% average drop in nitery business 
LONDON CELEBRATION nx: the next 12 months may w which won the unanimous backing | the press of America “was out toj|is only a temporary recession or an 
be the most turbulent in the battle |of the convention, that the AFL. get him.” If the convention had ajindication thai conditions are re- 
London, June 11 of Petrillo vs. the entertainment in-/|CIO and the Railroad Brotherhoods | theme at all, it was “let’s go to work | suming pre-war normalcy. is being 
Inclement weather failed to disrupt | dustry. [merge their memberships and or-|to combat the propaganda directed | mulled by bonifaces throughout the 
V-Day celebration here for 11,000,000 | What the convention served to il- | ganizations to fight the Lea Bill. the | against the AFM and Petrillo as a! country. Business during the past 
Londoners and visitors. Crowds | jy trate for one thing. is that Pet-|Case Act and other anii-union leg- | ¢24! A flock of resolutions were | two months has dwindled to the 
swarmed the streets, and show biz | yillo- ‘is more fir Ly entrenched | tion, is viewed in some quarters |introduced by various delegations | point where grosses are up to 40% 
Consequently was off, since Pic- | within ‘the expandii “ranks of the |as a bid for supremacy and as the | recommending that AFM pour vast | below the wartime high 
Cadilly traffic Was diverted. Those | AFM. with its neasis 990.000 mem-|dominant, key figure in the entire | Sums into a public relations-educa- Getting partial blame for this 
Celebrating were not buying enter- | yo ship then eee before ‘But even | labor picture. {tional campaign to take the stigma condition is the dislocation of in- 
‘ainment, but going for the free show. Ravedel that there emerged a Pet- To newsmen cove the conven- | Off Petrillo & Co. But the union pre lustry because of strikes and ma- 
However, Sunday and bank-holi- rillo whose power may even trans-|tion (and, in view of the current | Personally wou have hone ol terial shortages. Those following 
ay biz soared with long lines for |cend that of AFM prexy and who | Petrillo vs. the radio industry labor |@M@ Channehea the re Olutions int de it school of thought believe that 
film houses and other theatres. pons eventually step forth as the key | cYisis, it was given unprecedented (Continued on page 30) i (Continued on page 52) 
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$25,000,000 Industrial Centre For 


Miami; Expo, Radio, Aquacade, Etc. 





Final plans for the largest year-? 
round industrial exposition and, 
trade centre in the world, to be | 
erected in Miami, Florida, were} 
completed last week in New York} 
by hotel magnate William Liebow 
With more than a dozen buildings 
to be erected on a 112-acre site, the 
permanent trade fair will include a 
Radio City, complete with televi- 


sion studios, a 6,000-seat aquacade, 
2.000-seat auditorium, and a pic- 
ture theatre, all at a cost of $25.- 


060.000 or more. 


Purpose of the Pan-American In- 
dustrial Exposition, the fair will 
be called, will be to provide a com- 
mon meeting ground for commerce 
between the Americas, where inter- 
American trade can be carried on 
with a minimum of red tape and 
travel. Secondary result will prob- 
ably be a permanent large draw to 
Miami and Miami Beach, affordins 
niteries a year-round market, 
who owns Braznell-Inter- 
and Robert Clay Hotels it 
well as recently 


Liebow, 
national 
Viiami, finished | 


as 


Hotel Internacional in Panama, con- } 
ceived the idea with his associate, 
Dr. D. F. Reeder, early in the war. | 
Architecture will be done by L 


} 


Current plans call 
for the theme building to be 
pleted by September, 1947 
Theme building, x-shaped, will be 
four stories, topped by a 20-story 
and will be a merchandise 
which manufacturers 
North and South America will 
equal opportunity to display 
ucts to buyers from both continents 
Structure will cost 2'2 million, total | 
investment in the project by Reeder 
and Liebow to satisfy Miami mu- 
nicipal government of good faith 
‘Continued on page 55) 


Murray Dixon. 


com- 


lower, 
mart in from 
have 


proa- 


Theatre Wing Starts 
Vets Training Course 


In Show Biz Fields 


American Theatre Wing is starting | 
its Veterans Training Program in 
N. Y., July 8, when it opens an eight- 
week summer course for professional 
vets in legit, radio, music and dance. 
Wing has leased building at 432 West | 
44th street where it will give instruc- | 
tion in all fields except radio. Latter | 
field will be handled by | 
various N. Y. radio station studios. | 

Theatre courses will cover a wide | 
range, with specialists in each field | 

(Continued on page 6) 


Irish Cabinet to Sup -? 
With Jeanette MacDonald 


Dublin, June 6. | 

Members of de Valera’s cabinet | 
are to attend a dinner in honor of | 
Jeanette MacDonald here July 11 | 


do ae at 
Classes at | 





when the singer arrives in Ireland 
for the last of her six concerts in| 
the British Isles. She will sing at 
the Theatre Royal, Dublin, July 13 
and return direct to New York by 
air, following day. 


Miss MacDonald's fee, which Har- 
old Fielding says he cannot divulge 
under his agreement with the singer, | 


is claimed to be highest ever paid 
to a concert artist visiting Ireland. 


Fielding is to visit U.S. again shortly 
io negotiate for p. a.’s by other stars 





Ruth Gordon’s ‘Miss Jones’ 
For the Freddie Marches 


Ruth Gordon’s play, “Miss Jones.” 
which closed earlier this season after 


being tried out by Max Gordon, is 
being rewritten for Fredric March | 
and his wife, Florence Eldridge. 


Draft has already been approved by 
the Marches who were planning to 
go to London for Thornton Wilder’s | 
play, “Skin of Our Teeth.” 
Latter project was to have 
produced by Laurence Olivier, 
will be postponed a season. 


been | 
but 


Cleve. Goes Hollywood 
Cleveland, June 11. | 
Even the drugstore chains here 
are getting showmanship-minded to | 
the degree of hiring Jimmy Durante 
and Gary Moore to make p. a.’s at 
the opening of a new super-drug- | 
store last week. | 
Schnozzola and Moore flew here | 
to put on an afternoon clambake in | 
the store for autograph-hunters, who 
caused traffic jams. | 


Sports Shorts 


Ticket sale for the Louis-Conn 


fight dated for next Wednesday 
night (19) at the Yankee Sta- 
dium perked up considerably 
during the past week with the 
ticket sale over the $2,000,000 
nark, Out-of-towners will wit- 

the contest in droves. One 
Pittsburgh party of three 12-car 
trains has been arranged fot 
with the Pennsy R. R. alone. A 
deal for 150 Pullman rooms to 
bring fans from a midwest burg 
vas cancelled because of the 
promoter’s demands, but the 
reservations will be used any- 


how. In addition there are many 
charter planes contracted for to 
bring fight addicts fron the 

nterland Over the eekend 
there were varying opinions as 
to the win chances of the prin- 
cipals. Former champions Gene 
Tunney and Jim Braddock were 
quoted in favor of Conn. How- 
ever, it’s dit’s.oX% to judge either 
man from training camp activi 
ties and Louis is on the ort 
end of the betting odds 

Fight ticket situatio} a: 
blasted open by cops, who tappea 
the telephone wires of Jacobs’ 
agency, four clerks being ar- 
rested and held under bail. Po- 
lice said they heard prices for 
$100 quoted as high as $175 by the 
brokers but they did not obtain 
possession of any tickets and it 


is questioned if a conviction can 


be had without such evidence 
Mike Jacobs who is promoting 
the fight said he has no interest 
in the agency. Another arrest 
was made, when an agency clerk 
accepted $100 gratuity for sup- 


plying 10 tickets at $100 each. 
Plain clothes men then returned 
the tickets, also the marked C- 
note, which is claimed to have 
been thrust into the : 
breast pocket by the 
Where they got the $1,000 plus 
$9, which the legal resale 
fee was not explained. Evidence 
in the hands of the police in that 
case is the marked $100 bill, 
Price of the fight tickets in- 
cludes the Federal and state tax, 
so the net on the $100 tickets is 
approximately $77. 

N. Y. License Commissioner 
Ben Fielding announced an in- 
vestigation of ticket brokers for 


clerk's 


*buvers.” 


was 


alleged overcharging to deter- 
mine “whether there is a con- 


spiracy to violate the state law.” 
Clerks in four agencies charged 
with gypping on  Louis-Conn 
fight tickets summoned. Agen- 
cies involved are Jacobs, New- 
man’s, Miller’s and  Trosky’s. 
Department licenses 80 agencies 
but there are 57 who subscribe 
to the legit theatre ticket code, 
indicating that the others do not 
handle theatre tickets but 
cialize on sporting events 


spe- 


Death of Jack Johnson recalis 
the connection of several Broad- 
way showmen in ithe promotion 
of two of his spectacular fights. 
When the colored champ lost to 


Jess Willard in Havana in 1915, 
L. Lawrence Weber and H. H. 
Frazee were partners of Jack 
Curley who fronted Sam 


McVey, Negro heavyweight who 


was in Johnson's corner, was 
among those who averred that 
“Lil Arthur” or “The Big 
Smoke” as he was called, lay 
down in the 26th round. John- 
son had a white wife at the time 
and she is said to have left 
ringside the round before the 
“knockout,” after being signaled 
to vamp. His fight with James 
J. Jeffries in 1910 at Reno, 
when the latter emerged from 
retirement during the “white 
hope” clamor only to be knocked 


out in the 15th round, pro- 
moted by Tex Rickard and Jaek 
Gleason. All are deceased. 
Gleason was a figure around the 
Friars club, his being 
Freddy Block. 


Sid Graumanh comi: 


Was 


associate 


iz from Hol- 


lywood after a lapse of several 
years, to see the Louis-Conn 
fight. Jack Oakie, Mel Allen 


and Dave Siegal in from Coast, 
seeing the ball games. 


| 


— Soo 








208th WEEK! 





KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1946” 
| El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. | 


‘em laughing Ken—you'rs 


a great job. 
BOB HOPE. 


Sample of 46 


 Blacketeering 


“Keep 


doing 








\ An idea of blacketeering and dipsy- 
!docdle bribery is exemplified by a} 
i ‘ - * 

an who bought two cases of rum, 


hich he didn’t need, in order to get 
!a case of Scotch which he did need, 
ito present it to a textile manufac- 
turer, in order to buy 1,000 yards of 

naterial. This material would then 
| be presented by the Scotch purchaser | 
1to a certain used car dealer who wa 
falso an of infonts 
;on tne { 
i tiles. 


anufacturer wear 


side. hence needed the tex- | 


| The ultimate purpose was to influ- 

used dealer, afso | 
has a new car auto agency, to seil the | 
Scotch donor a car. 


ence the car who 


new 


Discrimination Ends 
| Vs. American Actors | 
| 
| 


On Double Taxation | 


Washington, June 11. 
Discrimination against actors un- 


der the anti-double taxation treaty 
with Britain was ended last Thurs- 
day (6). Secretary of State James 
F. Byrnes and J. Balfour, British 
Minister attached to the embassy 
here, signed a supplementary pro- 
tocol putting entertainers in the 


same class with ali other Americans 
who work in England for six months 
or less. 


This means that actors who go 
there will pay income tax to the 
U. S. and at the American rate, 
which is cheaper than the British 


gouge. The original treaty, ratified 
by the Senate June 1, left actors ina 
position where they would have to 
pay income taxes at the British rate 
if they worked in England. 


Does Jack Benny Want To 
| Improve Own Fiddling? 
Chicago, June 11. 
Jack Benny has just heard he may 
|finally succeed in bringing over a 
| Czech violinist, Alex Vizvari, whom 
|he in met in Prague on his last sum- 
;mer’s overseas USO junket. Benny 
was impressed with the fat fiddler, 
not so much for his virtuosity as 
; his natural sense of comedy. 

A burly Czech (‘unfortunately re- 
{minding you of Goering in appear- 
|}ance”), Vizvari has a natural sense 
of comedy, despite inability to speak 
a word of English, which Benny 
thinks would make him a novelty in 
concert. “In fact I'll play tour with 
him a little myself,’ adds Benny, 








i 
| 





While in New York the past few 
weeks, and now vacationing here 
with his father, Benny got a bang 


| of show business). 


|io be president 


| educators, 





i 
| who frankly admits he’s stage-struck. 


playing benefits, 
drive appearances, 
“I've been talking about doing a| 
}season in New York with my pro- | 
|gram and maybe this next year I'll} 
| fool even myself and do it,” because | 
he misses Broadway a lot. 


making 
etc. 


charity 
He 


Cheaper to Go Out? 
Television set owners who 
hope to, get the jump on Mike 


Jacobs by watching the Louis- 
Conn fight on their video re- 
ceivers may discover the fight 


will cost them at least the price 


of a ringside seat—$100—any- 
way. 
Most set owners plan to in- 


vite as many lookers as they can 
accommodate. With the cost of 
drinis, ete. the hospitality may 
run high, 








adds, | 





The Berle-ing Point 


By Milton Berle 











For the first time Im a Daddy 
Celebrating Fathers Day 
And what do you think I'm getting? 


oo . The bills from Mother’s Day. 

Got a real bang out of Jimmy Durante’s 30th Anniversary party at the 
converted Gelden Slipper last Wednesday night. Everyone who counted 
was there....PLUS A FEW WHO COULDN’T....The place was full of 
“Who's Who,” until Toots Shor walked in—then somebody yelled “What's 
that?”....It was crowded, the hecklers were working from the Men's 
Room....Understand that while Jimmy was in New York, his nose was 
making a personal appearance in Philadelphia....Jimmy’s old partners 
were right on hand: Eddie Jack and Lou Clayton (the Byron Nelson 


SO 


On 


Clayton told me there was no truth to the rumor that 
Jimmy had been signed by M-G-M because Leo the Lion had developed 
laryngitis....But the whole affair was a great tribute to a real trouper. 


The only thing was that th 
had to go back to Boston. 


party broke up too early—the “Two Sisters” 
The Great Wit Way 

Know a comedian who is such a ham he’s doubling between a theatre 
and a sandwich at the Theatrical Pharmacy 

Eddie Bracken says that when his baby grows up, he doesn’t want him 
just wants him to play Clarence Day in “Life With 
Father.” 

W. C. Fields spent a fruitless day at Grauman’s Chinese theatre vester- 
day. He found out you can't preserve a hiccough in cement. 

What's needed at the UN meeting is Faith, Hope and Clarity. 

Got a lovely present from Leo Lindy for Father’s Day a pocket 
with anchovies in place of hands made of braided 
Rodgers & Hammerstein are all brok« p they ove! 
ing and only turned out five Broadway hit 


vatch 


j ? 
and a chain noodcies 


one morne 


lept 


Harold Gary says that in view of the fact that you can see the Metropole 
show from the sidewalk, that’s the only corner where an agent can catch 
an act and a street car at the same time 


There's No Truth to the Rumor 


That in his next advertisement Billy Rose will mention the Diamond 
Horseshoe that the favorite picture on the borscht circuit ‘The 
Bride Wore Beets” that Senator Claghorn has seen “The Virginia $6 
times....that the columnist Mortimer is now spelling his name “Li” 


that each new play starts an engagement at the Belasco theatre by adver- 
tising “positively last week” “Coax Me 


that A Little Bit” was written 
by John L. Lewis 
Hangnail Descriptions 

Margaret O’Brien: Dyna-mite Orson Welles: “I” The People Cen- 
tral Park: Bad Man's Territory Marjorie Main: Dill Face May flowe 
doughnut: Techni-cruller. 

Observation Dept. 

Hollywood is the only place in the world where a guy can starve to 
death—among his friends. 

Lunched at the “21” last week. Food is so expensive there they should 
give you 12 months to pay you get 6 months if you don't. 

Henny Youngman knows a niteclub that’s so fashionable they serve two- 
tone mickeys. 

Ted Lewis has been in show business for 30 years and has said “Is 
Everybody Happy” 10 million times as yet, nobody has answered him. 

Overheard on my raido 


Announcer: You've got a fine set of pipes. 
Singer: No so loud. This is supposed to be a cigaret program, 
Berled Eggs 
On Broadway there's 16 inches difference between a pat on the back 
and a kick in the pants. 


SCENE: Waiting room at the William Morris Agency. 
ACTOR: If I sit here any longer, I'll be old enough to be booked into 
the Diamond Horseshoe, 


Autobiography of a bad actor 
Caught Peter Lind Hayes at the Copa .was sO impressed I coimpli- 
mented him by saying, “Peter. vouw're wonderful.” Peter quipped, “What 
do you mean wonderful?.... THERE'S NOBODY AROUND.” 
There’s a new Hollywood lunchroom that just held a snack preview. 
Got the surprise of my life. I read of an actress who made the front 

pages by taking an underdose of sleeping tablets, 

A comedian confided it was his ambition to live in California and die in 
New York suggested he play the Roxy. 

Eavesdropped at the Copa: He reminds me of an Adler-elevated shoe 
.. . 99% heel. 

Len Stern reports that NBC is looking for a summer replacement for 
a summer replacement. 

My brother (the ene who books squirrels into parks) hasn't been feel- 
ing well lately. He absent-mindedly walked into an employment agency 
and still hasn't gotten over the shock, ; , 

AFTERPIECE: All characters mentioned in this 
fictitious and have nothing to do. 


“Hssss-tory.” 


eee 


column are purely 





Authors’ Honor’ Held at Stake 
In Latin-Am. ‘Rights’ Provision 


-¢ Latin punctilio which 


N.Y.C. PUBLIC SCHOOL’S 
COURSE FOR SHOW BIZ. 


Increasing evidence of 
recognition of the entertainment 
ficld as a vocation, especially by 
is being felt as the N. Y. | 








makes it 
prejudicial to an author's honor to 
permit any deviation from his pub- 
lished works may force radio broad- 
casters and film producers to dis- 
continue purchasing Latin-American 
story material or music rights. 
Adoption of such “authors’ moral 


( rights” laws which recognizes crea- 
City Board of Education takes un-| tor’s inalienable paternity in his 
der consideration a proposal for | 


' ; | creation is currently being pushed 
establishment of a four-year high! by Mexico and Argentina at the In- 
school course for the performing 


ter-American Conference of Experts 
arts. Tentatively planned for loca- 


on Copyrights now meeting in 
tion in what is now building hous- | Washington. Success on the part of 
ing P. S. 67, near the heart of Broad- | the law's proponents would freeze 
way’s show biz district, school will| the use of S. A. stories and music in 
be the first of its kind in this coun- | the U. S., copyright lawyers say. 
try, and marks the longest forward Proposed revamping of inte: 


step toward general vocational edu- tional regulations governing the li- 
cation of youngsters for show busi- 


stronger 


lide 


cael | censing of musical recordings and 
- ; the use of foreign compositions in 
Detailed plans for the school's| jukeboxes which would bas.-ally 
curriculum are being worked out| change current practices are also 
by a selected committee of leading under consideration. Draft of the 


names in entertainment, under 
chairmanship of Mrs. Samuel Lewi- 
sohn, member of the Public Educa- 
tion Assn. Included on the commit- 


system of copyright laws, in which 
the changes are embodied, was for- 
mulated a few months ago and are 
now being formally presented for 
tee roster are Helen Hayes, Martha! the first time to member nations 
Graham, Brock Pemberton, Walter | of the Pan-American Union. If ap- 
Damrosch, Margaret Webster and | proved by the U. S., their incorpo- 


(Continued on page 34) (Continued on page 55) 
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Argentine-Soviet Mutual Recognition 
Will Cut Further Into U.S. Pix in S.A. 





Areentine recognition of the So- 
viet government last week, smooth- | 
ing relations between the two coun- 
tries to promote trade, is expected to 


Hedy’s New Indie Firm 


slice another segment of playing a Hollywood, June a. 
time from VU. S. films throughout Hedy Lamarr formed a new indie 


' . : se ara | Droaucue fit, Marll th Films, 
Latin America. Russian pictures are |PT* d n outfit, Marlborough F 


i trickling into the south-of-the- lin collaboration with Arnold Press- 
only tricking ‘ ; ger ang : las Sirk 
border countries now, but with the | burger anad Douglas Sirk. 
tine agreement and the! First picture under the new setup 
new Argentine agreel € per oT. Faan'a rj 
will be “Last Year's with 


, : at Snow,” 
gradually increasing production 3 , 
pcp LE | Miss Lamatr starring. 


schedules of Soviet studios, Ameri- ponent th - ad = bio 
ean companies are certain to experl- peenig 1 aly 7 which the scre 
ce tougher times ahead. ” ay will be built 
In Argentina itself, a quota law | ia siete irs 
diveady requires that pictures made | 
hat country get 40° of the play- | 
me Th + means that the other Goldwyn-Korda 
60 nust be shared by Hollywood | 
D uct with Mexican and other for- | . 
eign-made features. That’s hurt | | | T 
* | 
plenty, of course, but biz has been | 1] oser 1é 
30. «B00 in Argentina that total | 
rental have held up to pre-war) si; Alexander Korda, who will pro- 
standards ea better. However. | duce a film in the United States la- 
Brazil has replaced Argentina as the Iter this year, is understood to have 
source of the largest revenue from la deal set to use space in Samuel 
Latin America, |Goldwyn studios. This is seen as 
Argentina’s new hands-across-the- | tightening the reported tieup of 
sea policy with Russia is expected to | Korda with Goldwyn in latter’s plan 


make the country a gateway for in- to set up his own distributing com- 


and may soon be expected in large rangement for his 


while Mexican product is}, s. 


product in the 


roads of Soviet product into all the | pany, Possibility of the two produc- 
South American nations. That, plus |ers getting together is also figured 
the fact that French pictures were | as one of the reasons Korda has gone 
always popular in Latin America | so slowly on making a releasing ar- 
: 
| 


Numvers, 


already getting a very favorable | Korda is due in Hollywood from 
proportion of playing time, is seen | London at the end of July. He plans 
- foreboding less palmy days for | turning out top-budgeter there pend- 
Hollywoods output. . ss. th rounding out of improvements 
In Argentina itself, in addition to} ,), his British studio space. Mean- 
the mandatory 40°. playing time for | time. he has proceeded with plans 
national product, latter often gets a} 


to add theatres to his holdings, last 
week floating a $4,000,000 stock is- 
sue for his British Lion Film Corp., 
Ltd., distribution affiliate. Loan 


break too in that owners of the two | 
biggest circuits, Lauteret & Cavallo | 
and Lococo, have a financial inter- | 
est in many of the productions. | 
Playing both ends against the mid- lby the public within a few 
die. they not infrequently P 


eo find a } Of its announcement, 
more profitable to hold over one of | 





their own pictures than put in a new | It is believed that Mrs. Gowye, 
American film that might do better | who returned to this country from 
at the bo. | England last Saturday (8), may have 
ae | had discussions with the British 
producer while there. She was in 
C 1B : P| D | London for about two weeks and 
ar yolr to ay own {heads from New York for Holly- | 
; wood today (Wednesday). 


Hughes’ S. A. Pix Flair, © 
Build Him Up as Big Biz 


Goldwyn’'s renewal of his releas- 
ing deal with RKO on a one-picture 


basis has no bearing on his intent 
; : to set up his own distribution sys- 
Switch in the basis of “The Out- tem, other than that the scheme is 
law” publicity campaign from Jane being delayed a matter of months, 
Russell's s.a, to Howard Hughes’ | Goldwyn hopes to establish his set- 
qualities as a motion picture and | uy at the same time he is releasing | 
industrial magnate is reperted back | jis next one or two pix via RKO. 
of the shift in flackeries made by celia teat ecanhGianagenstaiaiaia 
the producer this week. Hughes 
jumped from the flashy Russell METRO’S CAREY WILSON 
Birdwell office. which has handled | 4 
“The Outlaw” continuously since its ‘ ’ 
conception seven years ago, to the SCOUTS NEW KILDARE 
pies ditpiabl Carl Byoir & Associ- With Metro aiming to start the 
Byoir outfit is a neophyte at film a a basmbenee ee Sees 
pullery. It specializes in handling poate lasing prvewtes me ogy vag 
top industrial execs, big business. ' nro eS Te See ee 


of the young medico. It was 


. rol 
foreign governments, ete. many ot 


whom are willing to pay consicer- created by Lew Ayre and later 
ably more to keep their names out of played by Van Johnson. Last pic- 
print than cet them in. That it will |e in the series. “Between Two 
be willing to associate itself with women, in Which Jen Wee 
such stunts as Birdwell has used is | Si!dare,” was released more than 
considered doubtful. a year ago. There's now too high 


With “The Outlaw” firmly estab- @ Prierity on Johnson's services on 


(Continued on page 18) the Metro lot to cast him in the 
alicia pari 

B 4 " Wilson has a script for the next 

H h pic all ready for the day he finds 

ernstein, Hitchcock, ay he finde 


lthe plaver he wants 


Be ’ | di S Jack Andrews and Harry Ruskin 
rgman $ Nn le etup Willis Goldbeck, who used to write 
Sidney L. Bernstein, British the- | the series, has direcied the last few 
atre magnate, arrived in N. Y. Mon-|and will probably repeat on the 
day (10) night by air and plans to fly | next This is the first seript by 
to the Coast tomorrow (Thursday) | Andrews, who was formerly ai 20th- 
for huddle with Alfred Hitchcock | Fox. since he was discharged trom 
and Ingrid Bergman on the trio’s| (he Marine Corps 
indie production deal. Present plan At request of exhibs, Wilson said, 
call tor the production of one film | Metro will continue the practice 1! 
annually in the U. S. and one in| adopted with the last few pictures 
England (Cary Grant, originally of leaving the series identification 
reported tied in on the deal. has | out of the title. Exhibs complained 
Withdrawn). that the “Dr. Kildare” name in the 
Bernstein, upon arrival here, de- label made patrons uncertain as to 


thev had seen the 
particular picture before 


and this dis- 


med reports that he and his brother, whether or not 
Cecil, had discussed selling thei: 
Granada chain of deluxe houses in. 
England to Sir Alexander Korda 
Reports had the duo ready to gis 


fad 


1 
when they 


noticed it advertised, 
couraged business 
Same is true of the “Hardy” series, 


Korda and his confreres a big slice which will likewise’ be resumed, 
Gt their holdings. amounting to Wilson was also producer of these 
almost $8,000,000, on consideration ix. but chore has been turned ove 
that they stay on actively. to Bob Sisk. 


was | 
|reported oversubscribed eight times | 
minutes | 


@ —_— 
? 


‘uPREGEDENTE 
“IN BIZ’S HISTO 


! 3 e 
| An unprecedented net profit, prob- 





ably in excess of $100,000,000 for the 
fiscal year of 1946, is in the cards for 
the major film companies. The stag. 
gering total, far and ahead of the 
$65,000,000 net for the heretofore peak 
year of 45, was presaged last 

when Warner Bros., last of the ma- 
jors with the exception of United 
Artists to report for at least the first 
quarter of the 


week 


current fiscal year, 
j}announced soaring profits of $9.- 
1 125,000 for the six months ending 
| March 2. Its gain, well in line with 
that of most other majors, was ap- 
| proximately double the $4,605.000 fo1 
| the comparative period of the pre- 
| ceding year, 

| Extra tilip to majors’ net profits 
; carried upwards by an onrush of 
‘customers to theatre tills, is the re- 
| duction in Federal taxes in effect 
{for the current year. Dropping of 
|excess surplus profits taxes and the 
}slicing of the surplus profits bite 
|has meant a greater share of the 
| gross is converted to net. Since the 
|excess surplus tax was aimed at 
| heavy prolits. its elimination has 
| ballooned the net take of good biz 
| particulariy 

| First 12 weeks of ‘46 were phe- 
|}nomenally profitable. Execs point 
'out that there has been some b.o. 


slackening following the close of a 
peak March business over and above 
ithe usual warm weather decline. 
Consequently, estimates which would 
indicate an even far greater total 
for the year have been scaled down- 
wards. In the absence of a sharp 
reversal in $100,000,000 fig- 
ure is considered a probable. 

In previous years, it is pointed out, 
net profits reported in the first frac- 
tion of the have been a con- 
sistent basis for an accurate forecast 

(Continued on 18) 


grosses, 


year 


page 


BOB TAPLINGER IN 
QUICK WANGER WALK 


Bob Taplinger. after 10 
veepee of Walter Wanger Produc- 
tions, exited last week. Taplinger 
| had advanced a plan to Wanger on 
| landing the job and failed to 
i cute his plan 


weeKs as 


exe- 


| Until he can get another connec- 
| tion, Taplinger will retain his of- 
fices in the Wanger quarters. He's 


currently laid.up with a cold at his 
home. 


Rep. Buys ‘Mexico’ 
Hollywood, June 11. 
Republic purchased “Heart of Old 
Mexico” and ROV 


Rogers. 


assigned it to 


a late summer 


White produc- 
a 


Picture is slated fou 
start with Edward J 
ing. 


National Box 


Biz Droops With Torrid 


+ 


~ FILMS’ $100,000,000 NET PROFIT 





Ed Raftery, Trying to 


Bow-Out, 


Again Looks to Remain UA Prez 





Joan Leslie Encores Win 


Hollywood, June 11 
Joan Leslie won another legal vic- 
tory ove) 
where Alired E. 
temporary 
the 


Judge Paonessa 
refused a 


straining 


re- 
working 


injunction 


actress trom 


elsewhere until the studio's appeal 
has been decided. 

Decision leaves her free to work 
wherever she pleases pending a 


higher court verdict on the voiding 


of her $1,500 weekly player contract. 


Col. May Shift 
To Block Selling 


Colum- 
bia’s general sales manager A. Mon- 


Unexplained order from 


field force to 
1946-47 


move to 


tague to the entire 


stop sales on all product is 


harbinger of a funda- 
mentally revise method of selling the 
Although Co- 


lumbia’s execs are keeping absolute- 


company’s pictures, 


ly mum on the significance of the 
stoppage order, issued last Thursday 
(6) irom Chicago after a powwow of 
bigwigs, indications are 
that a shift will take place from the 
present policy of selling the whole 
year’s program at once in favor of 
a block system similar to that forced 
on the “big five” by the Govern- 
ment’s consent decree in 1940. 
Columbia will 
ably amend its percentage 
and rentals upwards on the 1946-47 
| product and does not want to be tied 
‘up with any pacts made previously 
with exhibitors. Shift to the block 
system sales method, which Colum- 
bia was not legally required to make 
|in 1940 as a member of the film in- 


company 


In addition, prob- 


dustry’s “little three.” will follow 
upon almost six years of highly 


profitable operation under this sys- 
}tem by the majors. With Columbia's 
yearly release schedule showing a 
| steady decline in line with the gen- 
|}eral industry trend towards longer 
playing time. the block system will 
| offer bigger opportunities to cash in 
!with higher percentages on the 
major productions. 

A second meeting is being held on 
June 17 in Chicago to clarify the 
new Attendance will include 
h.o. execs, sales chiefs, district man- 
and all 
Columbia 
countrys 


set up. 


branch managers 
oflice 


agers from 


throughout the 


olfice Survey 


° 


Weather—“‘Sisters,” ‘“‘To- 


morrow,” “Postman,” “Territory,” “Kitty” Top List 


Theatres in many of the country’s | 


key cities ave taking it on the chin 
this week, early summer hot weather 
forcing patrons to outdoo: for 

Many 
admitted re 
spending thet 
theii 


spots 
recreation, deluxe 
managers lar 
not 


money in 


were time or 
houses 
in many spots also hurt 
er product really felt 
y.0, decline 


Among the nation’s 


Some 
the first sum- 
mel 


leading 10 


big grossers, principal changes saw 
Two Sisters from Boston” (M-G) 
searing into the lead mainiv on the 


sensational $108.000 done on its N. Y. 
preem and the fact that it is plaving 
in five Los Angeles theatres thi: 


stanza. “One More Tomorrow’ 
(WB) moved i9 into second. siot 
vhile “Postman Rings Twice” (M-G) 
slipped to third “Badman's Terri- 
tory” heid onto fourth ranking spot 
tor second consecutive week. Othei 
lleaders in order of business and 
cities played are “Kitty” (Par), “To 
Each His Own” (Par!, only in N. Y.; 
“Do You Love Me” (20th). “Bride 
Wore Boots” (Pars, “The Outlaw 
i(UA) and “Gilda” (Col). 


theatre | 


patrons 


Holdovers | 


veak- | 


Others doing fairly well consider- 
ing conditions include “O. S. 8S.” 
(Par), Heartbeat” (RKO), “Ter 
Kind of Man” (WB) and “This 
Day Forward” (RKO). “Renegades” 
(Col), showing up in seven theatre 
s spotty, with Buffalo 


bea 
OxKay. 


only vhere 
getting $13,500 rated 
New 


on basis ol 


entries do not shape too 
this week 
Our Heart Were Growing Up” 
(Par) is thin “Without Reserva- 
(RKO) ill do $29,060 in N. Y., 
not as big as hoped “Run-around 
‘U) also is moderate on its N. Y 
opening 
“In Old 


steaay vu! Ils 


tions” 


(Rep) 


eland 


Sacramento” looks 
Cle, playdate. 
Chambermaid” (UA) 
$14,000 in the same cit 
} Seattle. While doing 
only $20,000 in N, Y., “Night in Para- 
dise” (U) is big $25,000 for its sec- 
uid Chicago week ‘Henry V” (UA) 
strong in 10th Boston 
week “Dark Corner” (20th) Is not 
brigh session in Omaha, Cin- 
Pittsburgh. 
Film Boxotfice 


Diary of a 
hy > ’ > 
shane ce 


and is okay in 


Continues 


this 
ciinati and 
(Con p.ete 


Report 


‘ Pages 10-11) 


+ Edward C. Raftery was a: 


Warners in Superior Court, 


sured of 
reelection as United 
Artists as result of action by reps 
of the stockholders at their annual 
meeting at the home office in Ne 

| York (Tuesday ). z 
took no vote on the 


president of 


yesterday 


direct question 


|} of Raitery’s continuance in the post, 


but, it has been learned, agreement 


L 


was reached on reelecting al! pres- 
ent officers 
Actual balloting, a mere formal- 


ity, will take place at noon tomor- 


row (Thursday) in New York, when 
the new board of directors e'ccied 
at the stockholders mecting yester- 
day gets together for the purpose of 
|} Orgabizatior Unly one chan 

made in the directorate Si Ss 
Chaplin, brother of UA partner 


| 


Charles Chaplin, was replaced by 
Herbert P. Jacoby, of Schwartz & 
Frohlich, law firm which reps Chap- 


lin. Change was a mere matter of 
convenience, Sidney Chaplin being 
on the Coast and usually not avail- 


able for meetings in 
Repping the 
conclave 


New York 

owners at yesterday's 
was Charles Schwartz for 
Chaplin; Milton Kramer for David O. 
Selznick; and Isaac A. Pennypacke 
vet Philadelphia attorney, foi 
Pickford. Directors they 


, 
Mi: iy 


reelected 


were: for Chaplin—E. Claude Mills 
and Rex Dennant; for Selznick— 
Neil Agnew, Leonard R. Case and 


Kramer; for Miss Pickford—Raftery, 

Pennypacker and Franklin Cole. 
Raftery who took over the UA 

presidency in 1941, has been request- 


ling fer several] years that he be per- 


| mitted to 


requests | 


resign and return to his 
law practice. He’s a member of the 
tirm of O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery, 
which represents UA and his in- 
come from the UA presidency gces 
to the law firm. He was particularly 
anxious this year to get out and up 
to last week it appeared virtually 
certain that the owners would let 
him go. However, they were unable 
to agree on a successor and pre- 
vailed on him to continue in the job 
at least temporarily. 


RITTER ENDS PERSONALS 

Tex Ritter, cowboy star now not 
| under contract to any studio, winds 
|/up a personal appearances tour at 


the Majestic, Providence, Friday 
(14). 
After spending @me day in New 


| York. he will proceed to his ranch 
j}at Van Nuys, Calif., accompanied by 
| Mrs. Ritter. 
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Provisions To Be Incorporated 


In the Final Anti-Trust Decree 


in accordance with the views expressed in the 
foregoing opinion to be settled on 10 days notice, It should provide for 
the dismissal of all claims asserted by the plaintiff against any of the 
defendants which act only as producers of motion pictures, and for the 
dismissal of claims against any other defendants based on their acts as 
producers, whether as 1nqai\ duals or in conjunction with otners, 


A decree is granted 


Can't Fix Prices 

‘he granting of license v any of the defendant-distributors 
fix ninim im prices for admission to theatres sh uld be enjol 
which such minimum at sion prices are fixed by the parti \ 
ing, or through a committee, or through arbitration, or upon the hap- 
pening of any event, 0! any other wise. 

Can't Fix Clearance 

The defendants should be enjoined from concertea agres g t in- 
tain a system of! clearance a in tnemsSeives n tne exnibdi- 
tors, and no clearance should be granted against theatres in substan- 


tial competition with the theatre receiving a license for exhibition in 
excess of what is reasonably necessary to protect the licensee in the run 
granted. Existing clearance in excess of what 1s reasonably necessary 
to protect the licensees the runs awarded to them shall be invalid 
pro tanto. In determining what Is a reasonably clearance the following 
factors should be taken into consideration 


r) 


(1) The admission prices of the theatres involved, as set by the ex- 
hibitor; 

(2) The character and location of the theatres involved, including 
size, type of entertainment, appointments, tral sit facilities, etc 

(3) The policy of operatio of the theatres involved, such as the 
showing of double features, gift yveaway premiun cut-rat 
tickets. lotteries, et 

(4) The rental terms and license fees paid by the eatres involved 
and the revenues derived by the distributor-defendant from such thea- 
tres; 

(5) The extent to which the theatre nvolved compete wit! each 
other for patronage: 

(6) The fact that a theatre involved is affiliated with a defendant- 
distributor or with a1 dependent circuit of theatres should be dis- 
regardea; and 


(7) There should be no clearance between theatres not in substantial 
competition. 
No Franchises 
The further performance by 


: of the defendants of existing for- 
mula deals, master agree extent that we have previously 
found them invalid, or franchises should be enjoined, and the detend- 
ants should also be enjoined from entering into or carrying out an) 
similar agreements in the future. 

Defendants owning a legal or equitable interest in theatres ot 
or more either directly or through subsidiaries may exhibit 
of their own or of their wholly owned subsidiaries in such 
upon such terms as to admission prices and clearances and 
runs as they see fit. 


ny 


al 


nents the 


t 
LUO 


95‘ 
pictures 
theatres 


ohn sucn 


95°. Owned Theatres 
No defendant or its subsidiaries shall exhibit films other than on its 
own behalf or through wholly owned subsidiaries, or subsidiaries in 
which it has an interest of at least 95%, without offering the license at 


a minimum price for any run desired by the operators of each theatre 
within the competitive area. The license desired shall in such case be 
granted to the highest responsible bidder having a theatre of a size 
and equipment adequate to show the picture upon the terms offered. 
The license shall be granted solely upon the merits and without 
crimination in favor of affiliates, old customers, and any person 
ever. Each license shall be offered and taken theatre by theatre and 
picture by picture, 


als- 


what- 


No Block Selling 

No contracts for exhibition shall be entered into, or if already out- 
standing shall be performed, in which the license to exhibit one fea- 
ture is conditioned upon an agreement of the license to take a license 
of one or more other features, but licenses to exhibit more than one 
feature may be included in a single instrument provided the licensee 
shall have had the opportunity to bid for each feature tely 
and shall have made the best bid for each picture so included. To the 
extent that any of the pictures have not been tradeshown prior io 
the granting of a license for more than a single picture, the licensee 
shall be given by the licensor the right to reject a percentage of such 
pictures not tradeshown prior to the granting of the license to be 
fixed by the decree. But that right to reject any picture must be ex- 
ercised within 10 days after there has been an opportunity afforded to 
the licensee#to inspect it. 


No Pooling 
The defendants shall be enjoined from entering into or continuing 
to perform existing pooling agreements whereby given theatres of two 
or more exhibitors, normally in competition, are operated as a unit 
or whereby the business policies of such exhibitors are collectively 
determined by a joint committee, or by one of the exhibitors, or whereby 
profits of the “pooled” theatres are divided among the owners accord- 
ing to pre-agreed percentages. They shall also be enjoined from mak- 
ing or continuing to perform agreements that the parties may not ac- 
quire other theatres in the competitive area without first offering 
them tor inclusion in the pool. The making or continuing of leases 
of theatres under which defendants lease any of their theatres to an- 
other defendant or to an independent operating a theatre in the com- 
- petitive area in return for a share of the profits shall be enjoined 
Each defendant shall cease and desist from ownership of an interest 
in any theatre, whether in fee or in stock or otherwise, in conjunction 
with another defendant-exhibitor. Each defendant shall cease and de- 
sist from ownership, jointly with an independent, of an interest in any 
theatre, greater than 5% unless such defendant's interest is 95°) or 
more; and where the interest of such defendant is more than 5° and 
less than 95‘, such joint interests shall be dissolved either by a sale 
ta, or by a purchase from, such co-owner or co-owners. Rearrangement 
of such joint interests with an independent, if by purchase, shall, how- 
ever, be subject to the direction of this court so that their effectuation 
may promote campetition in the exhibition of motion pictures. Where 
a defendant owns a 95° or greater percent interest in any theatre, 
such theatres may be considered as its own so far as this opinion and 
the decree to be entered hereon are concerned. 


Can Add Theatres With Courts’ OK 

Each of the defendants shall be enjoined from expanding its theatre 
holdings except for the purpose of acquiring a co-owner’s interest in 
jointly owned theatres, and this only in cases where the court shall 
permit such acquisition, instead of requiring an outright sale of the un- 
divided interest of the defendant in question. The foregoing provision 
as to divestiture of partial interests in theatres shall apply both to in- 
terests held in fee and beneficially and to those represented by shares 
of stock. But it shall not prevent a defendant from acquiring theatres 
or interests therein in order to protect its investments, or in order to 
enter a competitive field: if in the latter case, this court or other com- 
petent authority shall approve the acquisition after due application is 
made therefore. 

No Buying Pools 
Each defendant shall be enjoined from operating, booking, or film- 
buying through any agent who is also acting in such matters for any 
other exhibitor, independent or affiliated. . 

The decree shall also provide for arbitration of disputes as 
clearances, runs, and other subjects appropriate for arbitration 
in respect to all parties who may consent to the creation of such tri- 
bunals for adjustment of such disputes. It shall also provide for an 
appeal board generally similar to the one created by the consent de- 
cree as to any parties consenting thereto. It shall make such disposition 
of the provisions of the existing consent decree signed Nov. 30, 1940 
as may be necessary in view of the foregoing opinion. : ’ 

In order to secure compliance with the decree to be entered, duly 
authorized representatives of the Department of Justice shall on the 
written request of the Attorney General or the Assistant Attorney 
General in charge of anti-trust matters, and on reasonable notice to 


to bids, 











Anti-Trust 


Continued from page 1 











be contrary to the anti-trust laws 
,and directed divestiture where that 
linterest exceeded 5% and was less 
ithan 95°:. 

Commenting on the crucial ques- 
ition of divestiture, the court said: 
“We think that the opportunity of 


independents to compete under the | 


bidding system for pictures and runs 
renders such a harsh remedy as com 
lplete divestiture unnecessary, al 
east until the efficiency of that sys- 


tem hag been tried and _ found 
vanting.” 
| The “root of the difficulties,” the 
| court followed through, was not in 
ownership of theatres by producer- 
di tributors but in the selling prac- 
| tices which earlier in the opinion 
ithe court had nixed. As an added 


point, the court said that there would 
longer be anything to prevent 
a new theatre from being built even 
in a territory where affiliates are 
strongly entrenched. 

It was also pointed out that the 


no 





lmajors owned only a little more 
Ithan one-sixth of all the theatres 1n | 
ithe U. S. which could not constitute 
opely of the film business that 
a stip ect it To the “drastic 
¢ eay i npiete divestiture in 
jorder to effect a proper degree ol 
ifree competition.” However, the 
court said, joint theatre ownership of 
ore tha a was a restriction on 
competition and therefore invalid 
} Auction Selling 


After delving into minimum price 
| fixing clearance the 
}court concluded that the entire setup 
| could rectified by auction 
|} block selling of pix. “The only way 
competition may be introduced 
the present of fixed 
prices, clearances, and runs is to re- 
iquire a defendant, when 
its pictures other exhibitors to 
make picture available at 
minimum fixed or percentage rental 
(if clearance desired) to grant 
}reasonable clearance and run,” 
opinion declared, 
| “When so offered,’ the court con- 


and systems, 


only be 
al 


into system 


licensing 
to 
each a 
is a 
the 


In Short—A Mexican Standoff? — 


As matters stood late last (Tuesday) night in the anti-trust case, it 
was difficult to determine whether the Government or the film com- 


panies considered they'd won their fight. 


Both sides, it was felt, 


might decide to appeal the decision. 

Speaking for the Motion Picture Assn. of America, attorney Sidney 
Schrieber last night said that Columbia, Universal and United Artists 
had not yet heard the decision, and attorneys of the Big 5 (Metro, 
Paramount, 20th-Fox, Warners and RKO) had not yet had a chance to 


study the situation. 


Schreiber pointed out that any appeal will have 


to be filed within 60 days after the final decree is handed down, which 


might take another several months. 
Robert L. Wright, on the other hand, has stressed 
times in the past that the Government considered the problem 


entire sit 


U. S. Attorney 
many 
of divorcement the crux of the 
nothing less.’ 


uation and “‘would settle for 


Three-judge panel intimated yesterday that it had not 


completely thrown out the idea of divorcement, declaring in its 
decision that complete divestiture was considered unnecessary, “at 
least until the efficiency of that system (of competitive bidding) has 


been tried and found wanting.” 


ol 
bidding 


fied with the 
Modification 


system 
of the 


Schreiber also intimated that the majors were not completely satis- 
competitive 
system 


bidding 
will 


set 


the 
made 


up 
be 


in decision, 


have to through 


practice, not agreement, he said, adding that the use of sealed bids by 


exhibs might help ease matters. 


Referring to the court's bar of divorcement, Schreiber declared 


it 


was still likely that any intentions or applications for construction of 
new houses by the Big 5 will have to be cleared by the court, at least 


intil the final decree is handed down. 





'used to determine reasonableness of 
clearance the court stated As 
tters now stand, the opinion de- 

l ea, the wjors Nave been acting 
in oncert to establish a niform 
clearance system and this is violative 
of the Sherman Act. Decision of 
ndividual controversies on the sub- 
ject must be determined by local 
suits in the area concerned or “even 


more appropriately, to litigation be- 


GREATER N.Y. FUND HAS 
79% OF FILM BIZ QUOTA 


Film industry has 


Lo 


aate con- 
tributed $58,950 to the Greater New 
York Fund, approximating 75% of 
its $78,600 quota. Spyros Skouras 


committee chairman, announced that 

the sum practically assures that the 

industry will exceed its quota. 
Fund, to the Community 


) 
Simiial 


| Fund in most cities, provides finan- 


| health 


fore an arbitration board.” 
Blockbooking 

Turning to blockbooking, the three 
judges banned the entire practice 
whether the sale involved two pix 
or 40. “Any form of blockbooking 
is illegal by which an exhibitor, in 
order to ubtain a license for one or 
more films, must accept a_ license 
for one or more other films,” the | 
Opinion flatly declared. The court, 
however, said that a distrib was not 
jlimited to the sale of one film at a 


tinued, “the licensor shall grant the 
license for the desired run to the} 
highest biader if such bidder is re- 
sponsible and has a theatre of a 


| size, location and equipment to pre- 
the picture to advantage.” 
Major companies were free, however, 
to distribute their films to their own 
|; houses in any fashion they saw fit. 
| Price-Fixing Out 
Price-fixing was thrown out be- 


i sent 


/cause the judges felt that a uniform | 


j}system had been set up in the in- 
| dustry. Study of a table of theatres 
and cities showed, according to the 
}opinion, a similarity in minimum 
;prices fixed for the same theatre 
| in the licenses of all the defendants. 
|The Little Three joined in this sys- 
}tem, it was said, because their 
licenses also maintained minimum 
prices. Erection of a price structure 


and “conspiracy” in doing so was of 
itself an anti-trust offense, the court 
said. 

Court was careful to sav that the 


holding on price-fixing did not pre- 
| vent distribs from continuing their 
hods of determining film 
| re ntals. Devices for measuring 
|rentals and the fixing of a flat sum, 


y ? 
Net 


present 


agpercentage or both, were perfectly | 


| legal, the opinion averred, 
Clearance Okay 
Clearance of itself is not viola- 
tive of the monoply laws despite the 
Government’s contention, the judges 
held. “It seems to us that a grant 


j}unduly extended as to area or dur- 
ation, affords a fair protection to the 
interest of the ''-ensee without un- 
reasonable interference with the in- 
|terests of the public,” the court said. 

The majors however had “ac- 
;quiesced” in a uniform system and 
in a number of instances have main- 
tained it unreasonably, it continued. 
Location, type of house, prices 
charged, competitive situation and a 
number of other factors should be 








the defendant or 


of the Consent Decree, 


for the construction or 


or of other further relief. 
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of clearance, when not accompanied 
by a fixing of minimum prices or not | 


defendants affects. 
to all books and papers of the defendants and reasonable opportunity 
to interview their officers or employees, as provided in Section XVIII 


time so long as the deal on one was 
not dependent the of the 
others. 


on terms 


Blind selling was not as objection- 


able as blockbooking as far as mo- 
nopoly was concerned, the decision 
said. Consequently, it would be 


|} enough if the decree included a pro- 
ivision which would insure an ex- 
hibitor the right to reject a percent- 
age of the films which hc bought 
blindly. 

Formula deals, master agreements 
and franchises have tended to re- 
strain traae, according to the court. 
The bidding system would obviate 
or at least mitigate these restraints, 
| jt said. Franchises of more than one 
year, moveovers, overage and under- 
age provisions in contracts as well 
!as Many types of master agreements 
'and formula deals were found to be 
illegal, 


Arbitration System 


Arbitration in the in- 
dustry, initiated by the consent de- 
cree and now in force, cannot be 
continued without the consent of 
the majors, the court held. Ruling 
made despite feeling of court 
that it was desirable that the system 
be continued to aid in carrying out 


system 


was 


jthe decree which the court would 
shortly put into effect. Acceptance 
of an arbitration system “for deter- 


mining disputes on the bidding sys- 
tem” would facilitate adjustment of 
most differences “with a large saving 
|of time and money as compared with 
| Separate court actions,” the court 
said, 

Opinion was a joint one by Judges 
Augustus Hand, John Bright and 
Henry W. Goddard. Hearings before 
the court were concluded January 
last. Suit itself has been pending in 
the courts for the past six years. 





N. Y. to London 


John Mason Brown. 


Hedda Hopper. 
Lizabeth Scott. 





be permitted reasonable access 


_ Proceedings under the decree to be entered shall be stayed pend- 
ing appeal or for the purpose of enabling the parties to adjust their 
business without an unfair burden or as practice may require upon 
such terms as the decree shall provide. 

Jurisdiction of this cause should be retained for the purpose of 
enabling any of the parties to the decree to apply to the court at any 
time for such orders or directions as may be necessary or appropriate 

) ( ‘arrying out of the same, for the enforcement 
of complhance therewith, and for the punishment of violations thereof, 


Findings should be proposed by the parties for the assistance of the 
court, but such proposed findings will form no part of the record. 


AUGUSTUS N. HAND, 
HENRY W. GODDARD 
JOHN BRIGHT 


U.S. Circuit Judge 


” ” ” 


} 











cial support for 415 N. Y. hospitals, 
and welfare agencies. This 
year the fund is seeking from busi- 
ness men in N. Y. $5,900,000, which 
is 25°@ more than was contributed in 
1945. 


Lawson Now Also M’ging 
Director of Gen'l-Odeon 


Toronto, June 11 
J. Earl Lawson, prexy of General 
Theatres Corp. and Odeon Theatres 


of Canada, has been named to the 
additional pest of managing direc- 
tor. Annual board meet which 


tapped Lawson also reelected all di- 
rectors for another year. 

Board also approved several pro- 
motions for Odeon. George Peters, 
Odeon secy., takes on the added 
job of exec assistant to Lawson. 
Frank Fisher was named as western 
division manager of theatre opera- 
tions. All other Odeon officers were 
reappointed. 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Brian Aherne. 
Fred Ahlert. 

C, Bakaieinikoff. 
Saul H. Bornstein. 
Nick Campbell. 
Roy Chanslor, 
Harry Cohn. 

J. J. Cohn. 

Emil Coleman. 
Jerry Colonna, 
Perry Como. 
Emery Deutsch. 
Helen Deutsch. 
Jack Elliott. 
Walter Florell. 
Walter Gould. 
Karen Hale. 

Rex Harrison. 
Hurd Hatfield. 
Klaus Landsberg. 
Frances Langford. 
Peter Lawford. 
Norman Millen. 
George Montgomery. 
Eugene O'Brien, 
Lilli Palmer. 
Ralph Pearl. 

Al Porgie. 
Charles Ross. 
John Schulman. 
Gradwell Sears, 
Vie Shapiro. 
Dinah Shore. 
Dave Siegel. 
Frank Sinatra. 
Jonie Tapps. 

T. C. Thackrey. 
Van Tonkins. 
Lewis Allen Weiss. 
Walter Winchell. 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Sidney L. Bernstein. 
Lee Bland. 

Michael Browne. 
Pat Casey. 

Norman Corwin. 
Xavier Cugat. 
Judith Evans. 
Georgia Gibbs. 
Mrs. Samuel Goldwyn. 
Joe Hazen, 

C. P. (Pete) Jaeger. 
Dore Schary. 
Robert Wolff. 
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MPTOA Takes Neutral Stand on ATA RENTALS 1° OPEN A] 
A WOOD STUDIOS 


Votes to Seek C 


Columbus, Miss., 

Suggestive of a neutral stand SO | 
far as the American Theatres Ass'n | 
is concerned was the resolution | 
passed this afternoon (Tuesday) by | 
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners | 
of America board, that “it will co-| 
operate with any organization in the | 
indusiry for the purpose of discuss- 
ing and acting upon problems and 


questions relating to the welfare of | b 


the business.” Board voted to go 
along on one-collection in theatres 
yearly, however. 


dissatisfaction with the 
checking system particu- 


larly use of local checkers, MPTOA 


Finding 
present 





June ll. * 





board decided to appoint g commit- 
tee of three to meet with sales heads | 


satisfactory checking system. 

For the first time the MPTOA will 
appoint a paid general secretary to 
handle executive duties relating to 
the organization, 

Any planned move to scuttle the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America and merge it with the 
American Theatre Assn. apparently 
was nipped in bud as MPTQA direc- 
tors yesterday (10) met with presi- 
dent Ed Kuykendall and laid plans 
for a stronger organization. Meeting 
was held here because of inability of 
Kuykendall to travel on account of 
his health. All discussions yester- 
referred to executive com- 
mittee for action today, but any 
chance of affiliation with ATA ap- 
pears remote. 

Bob Wilby, 
cuit, Atlanta, 
at ATA, 
as an observer 
representative. 


day were 


of Wilby-Kincey cir- 
was the sole champion 
but his remarks were made 
and not asan MPTOA 
Because of ATA’s 
policy 6f steering clear of trade 
practices, consensus was that any 
(Continued on page 18) 


Metro Stalling Eng. 
Prod. Until Return Of 


Amalgamated Studios 


Metro is currently holding up 
plans for production in England, 
pending release of its Amalgamated 
Studios in London by the British 
government, according to J. Robert 
Rubin, Metro veepee. Acute short- 
age of equipment in England is also 
stymieing any immediate plans for 
production, Rubin said. 

Ben Goetz, managing director of 
Metro's British production setup, re- 
cently returned to London following 
a series of confabs with company 
execs both at the h.o. and on the 
Coast. Definite plans will wait un- 
til Goetz has had an opportunity to 
survey the situation in light of the 
huddles in this country and make 
his report to the h.o., according to 
Rubin. 

Possibility exists that Metro might 
decide to build a new studio in Eng- 
land to hypo its production there. 
Any such plans, of course, must 
await the availability of building 
materials, as well as studio equip- 
ment. Goetz is expected also to 
survey possible building sites and 
report on the feasibility of building 
ac this time. 


Sam Eckman, Jr., Metro exec in 
England, meanwhile, arrived in N. Y. 


yesterday (Tuesday) from his Ccast 
vacation, He's slated to return to 
England in two weeks, 
series of confabs with h.o. execs. 


Bogart’s One-Day Sitdown 


Hollywood, June 11. 
One-day one-man sitdown strike 
at Columbia was won by Humphrey 
Bogart, who 





what gal was going to be his co-star. 

Problem was solved when Colum- 
bia announced that Lizbeth Scott 
had been borrowed from Hal Wallis. 


CUKOR HIT BY FLU 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Cukor collapsed on the 





George 


Metro set of the Greer Garson star- | 


rer, “Sacred and Profane,” and Vic- 


tor Seville stepped in as a pinch 
hitter, 
Cukor, ailing with flu, will resume 


when he recovers. 





| prano, 


hecking Reforms 





Romberg’s ‘Sunny River’ 


Pic and Foster Musical | tion is 


Hollywood, June 11. 


Sigmund Romberg will 


entire new score for “Sunny River,” 


Technicolor musical to be produced 
y Jack H. Skirball and Bruce Man- 
ning for Universal. Oscar Hammer- 
stein, 2d, who collaborated with 
Romberg on the original legit (flop) 
musical many years ago, will arrive 
on the Coast from Australia in about 
two weeks to work with Romberg 
on the film’s musical numbers. 


Romberg is also planning a new 


p ,| stage musical with Herbert and Dor- 
in an effort to formulate a mutually lage ° . 


othy Fields for next November. 
Subject will be a modern romantic 
story and aimed at U's operatic so- 
Susanna Foster, for the lead. 


E-L Earmarks 
$1,000,000 For 
Studio Revamp 


June 11, 
have been al- 
located to revamp the old PRC stu- 


Hollywood, 


A million dollars 





following a | 


refused to start work | 
in “Dead Reckoning” until he knew | 


| 


write an| 


- INDIE STAGE SHORTAGE EASES 











Hollywood, June 11. 
Indie producer stage space situa- | Macgowan Ankles Par 
easing up, despite fact that | 


| four former rental 
lots have thrown 
ties to the indies, 
that within the 


open their facili- 
with the result 
past two weeks nine 
commitments have been inked for 
space, with others expected to fol- 
low momentarily. 

Edward Small is latest to make ar- 
rangements, setting deal with Hal 
Roach for stages beginning in Au- 


gust. Small for number of years has 
occupied space at RKO-Pathe, but 
|due to increase in RKO’s usage of 


studio, plus David O. 
tists producer had to look elsewhere. 
He partially solved this problem by 
making deal with International for 
“Bella Donna,” and another with Co- 
lumbia for “The Return of Monte 
Cristo.” 

Last week, too, saw Pine-Thomas 
move their base of operation from 
Eagle-Lion studios, where they had 
functioned since entering produc- 
tion field, to new Nassour studios. 
They will continue shooting on E-L 
lot for two more pictures, but fol- 
lowing windup of second in August 
all product thereafter will be filmed 
at Nassour. 

Growing Firm 

Nassour is likely to become one 
of top rental studios of the future. 
Five stages are currently in con- 
struction, and Edward Nassour, own- 





dio, now under control of Eagle-|€ and operator of studio, is merely 
Lion, with a program of new con- eS wees mae pares 
; ss j;a little farther before accepting at 
struction designed to turn out al|least half a dozen indie deals. 
minimum of six features before the | Andrew Stone last week, also, 
end of 1946 under general super- | SWitched rom General es 
vision of Bryan Foy. 'dios to Roach lot, which will be his 
A $100,000 facelifting operation | 2€W home after ernie than four 
| was started last week while the stu- | ¥©4'S - GS. He is due to put his 
dio was bereft of production troupes, | "© Eddie Bracken starrer, tenta- 


but that turned out to be only a 
start in the general rehabilitation 
program. The new idea includes 


the purchase of new equipment and 
the modernization of the old plant 
to meet the demands of postwar 
production on an international scale. 


Reconversion program will be car- 
ried out, as soon as materials are 
available, under supervision of 


James T. Vaughn, 
manager. 


FILM TERMS ‘TOO STIFF,’ 
BERNHARDT BIOG OFF 


Hollywood, June 11, 
Lysiane Bernhardt has gone back 
to Paris without closing a deal for 
film rights to the life story of her 


studio production 








grandmother, Sarah _ Bernhardt. 
American film companies thought 


the terms were too stiff. 

Meanwhile, Leo Morrison, agent, 
| is still negotiating with major 
\for the filming of the French star’s 
biography. 


Dublin, June 4, 
Back in Ireland for the first time 
in almost 10 years Barry Fitzgerald, 


for Hollywood, said “they have me 
played out in Hollywood; I'm going 
to have a good long rest.” 

His vacation in Dublin likely will | 
last three months He returns to} 
Hollywood for ‘Rip Van Winkle’ and 
to co-star with Bing Crosby in 


“Welcome Stranger.” 
Abbey player says he will not 
break his holiday to appear ia his 


old theatre closed for 


| month break. 


Rita’s Rio Vacash 


Hollywood, June 11. 

Rita Hayworth, 
desire, is set to take a two-month 
vacation in Rio de Janeiro. She'll 
leave from New York shortly before 
Labor Day. 

Star is currently working opposite 
Larry Parks in Columbia’s “Down to 
Earth,” Technicolor musical being 
‘produced by Don Hartman. 


now one- 





lots } 


Fitzgerald Back to Ireland 


who left Dublin's Abbey Theatre | 





fulfilling a long | 


sipiiosaansets on page 6) 


Another 1006 From M-G 
To Keep ‘Hucksters’ 


From Legit Prod. Ist 


Extra $100,000 which Metro last 
week handed Frederic Wakeman for 
screen rights to his best-seller, “The 
Hucksters,” brings total price on the 
novel about the radio advertising 
business to $300,000—a modern-day 
record fer film rights to a book. 

Gimmick which gave Wakeman 
the extra 100G 
the orginal contract with Metro that 
he had the right, within 18 months, 
to stage a legit version of his book. 
Metro—possibly in a reflection of 
its recently-announced aversion to} 
| legit in general—bought out Wake- 


$200,000 purchase in 
yearly installments. At the end of | 
seven years, under the terms, M-G | 
may acquire permanent rights by 
payment of $2,500. 


seven equal | 











Cooper’s, Hedy’s Flu 
Halt Respective Pix 


Hollywood, June 11. 

“Cloak and Dagger” and ‘ ‘Dishon- | 
;ored Lady” have temporarily shut- 
tered due to illnesses of respective | 
stars Gary Cooper and Hedy rage 

The United States production 
Warners won't resume for a non 
| 
| because Cooper is out with intestinal | 
flu. Hunt Stromberg’s film 
blacked-out last Friday (7) when the | 
actress came down with same plaint | 
|}as Cooper's. 


‘Peck, Massey Sought By 
Rank for Boers Story - 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Peck and Raymond | 
getting a pitch from J. 
Arthur Rank for top roles in “The 
| Turning Wheel,” story concerning 
the Boers of South Africa, which 
Rank has purchased for $75,000. 
| Plan is to make film in South 
| Africa. in Technicolor, starting 1947. 





Gregory 
or} 
Massey are 


studios virtually | 
are no longer open to lessees. Other | 


Se lznic k's } 
|} heavier occupation here, United Ar- 


was a stipulation in| 
| Assn. 


‘mentioned will stay in 


| 
was | 


To Don Cap and Gown 
Hollywood, June 11. 

| Kenneth Macgowan, currently 

|} winding up his producer contract at 

| Paramount, is abandoning film pro- 


| duction to become professor of the- | 
jatre arts at the Los Angeles branch |} 


lof the University of California. 


| pointment, announced by prexy 


|Robert Gordon Sproul, goes into ef- | 


fect Sept. 1. 

Macgowan will head a_ faculty 
| group in the formation of an en- 
| Jarged curriculum of courses in mo- 
tion both 
land educational; 
| and legit. 


pictures, entertainment 


radio, television 





| 


‘Johnston to Put 


Stress on Code 
At Coast Meet 


Washington, June 11. 
Studios are going to get it hot and 
heavy on observing the letter and | 
spirit of the motion picture code 


when Eric Johnston addresses the! 
big industry dinner in Hollywood 
June 19. 

Johnston will lay down the law 


when he speaks at the affair before 
about 250 toppers, including presi- 
dents of all the major companies, 
studio executives, indie producers, 
etc. Johnston feels that the code is 
strong enough as it stands now, _ 
needs only proper enforcement 
bring about the desired results. 

The MPA prexy, who flew to the 
| Coast Saturday with Joyce O’Hara 
his aide, will spend most of his 
time there trying to work out a 
formula for the contract negotia- 
tions with the studio unions. He ex- 
pects to be back in Washington some 
time in July and will probably go 
to Europe in September. 

Film industry chiefs, representing 
the studios and the home offices, will 
hold a series of meetings here, start- 
ing June 17, to discuss postwar prob- 
lems of the motion picture business, 
including future trends in produc- 
tion and distribution and labor and 
economic conditions. Erie Johnston, 
president of the Motion Picture 








of discussions, climaxed by a dinner 

| to be hosted by Louis B. Mayer June 

19 at the Beverly Hills hotel. 
Execs coming in from the east in- 


clude Barney Balaban, Paramount 


man’s play privileges. | prexy, accompanied by George 

Original pact, reported to be a|Weltner, Charles Reagan, David 
seven-year leasing arrangement, is, Rose, Claude Lee and Russel Hol- 
not that. It calls of payment of the | man; Nicholas M. Schenck, prexy of 


Loew's and Metro; Spyros Skouras, 
head of 20th-Fox, and Nate Blum- 
berg, chief of Universal. The last 
Hollywood 
for the summer. Company presi- 
dents currently in town and ready to 
attend the meetings are Harry War- 
ner, Warner Bros.; N. Peter Rathvon, 
RKO, and Harry Cohn, Columbia. 

Independent producers preparing 
| to enter the discussions are Hal Wal- | 
| lis, Cecil B. deMille, Hunt Strom- | 
berg, William Cagney, Samuel Gold- 


| wyn and Walt Disney. 








Scribs Win Selznick 
Agency Suit Decish 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Suit filed by the Myron Selznick | 
| agency against two writers, Dwight 
| Mitchell Wiley and William Bowers, 
| Was won by the scripters in a deci- 
sion handed down by Judge Roy V. 
Rhodes in Superior Court. 

Court ruled that during the days 
‘of the attempted reorganization. of 
| the agency it was in no position to 
serve the clients and that the writers 
were well within their legal 
moral rights in leaving the agency 


and signing with Harold Rose. who 
handled them as a Selznick sub- 


‘agent. 


Ap- | 


a 


will preside over three days | 


and 


‘Mayer Reaffirms M-G's Policy of Not 
Selling Shares’ for Talent or Scripts 


+ Louis 


B. Mayer has reaffirmed to 
,M-G execs the policy he set for the 
that it will not “ 
in Metro via deals by 
produce 
ticipate 


company sell shares” 
which writers, 
‘rs, directors and players 
in profits of 


pate 
individual pic- 


tures. Mayer’s aversion to “profit- 
sharing” was one of the major rea- 
sons, it has been learned, for the 


| Studio topper’s decision a few weeks 
}ago to abolish the play department. 
| Growing practice of film compa- 
nies’ offering a percentage of a pic- 
| ture’s net to attract top properties 
}and talent is felt by Mayer to be 
entirely unnecessary for a company 


of Metro’s standing. He figures that 
with the company’s list of marquee 
j}names and enough story properties 


lin its files to keep it going for years 
| without buying another, M-G doesn't 
have to “give away the company” 
j}to continue turning out top product. 
| Edict on profit-sharing will apply 
to best-selling books as well as to 
| plays. Mayer has let it be known 
that he has no objection to legiters, 
|per se, but is displeased about the 
| Present practice of other companies 
| offer ing participation deals, which he 
figures would push Metro into the 
same habit if it wanted to compete. 
No % Strings 

On the other hand, Mayer has in- 
dicated to producers and story execs 
in New York that he’s willing to 
spend any amount within reason for 
| either a play or a book—but it must 
be a straight deal with no per- 
| centage strings attached. If a par- 
ticular Broadway hit is felt by studio 
heads to be a strong bet for a pic- 
ture and is wanted by a producer 
or star, Mayer has let it be known 
he has no objection whatsoever to 
| (Continued on page 22) 


>| Mary Quite Contrary 


To Goldwyn Bulletin 
On Studio Ownership 


Hollywood, Jume 11. 

Late bulletins on the battle for 
control of the old celluloid rancho 
on Santa Monica blvd., across the 
street from the gas house, are as 
follows: 

Sam Goldwyn says he owns 50% 
of the land. 

Mary Pickford says she owns 50 
1/10%. 

Goldwyn recently made a state- 
ment that he had acquired an even 
‘half ownership of ~the_ terrain 
|through a deal with Lady Sylvia 
| Stanley, widow of Douglas Fair- 
|banks, Sr., which gave him “full 
/control of 50% of the property.” 
|Miss Pickford came back with a 
| communique as follows: 
“I am certain that Mr. 


| 
| 
| 








Goldwyn 


| did not intentionally mean to be in- 
accurate, 
{record I own 50 1/10% 


because as a matter of 
of the prop- 
erty.” 

The lot, once known as the United 
Artists Studio, was owned jointly by 
Miss Pickford and the elder Fair- 
banks. When the actor died, he left 
his estate in 40 parts, of which 20 
|; went to his wife, the present Lady 





| Stanley. Twelve parts went to Doug- 


| las, Jr., and eight parts to relatives, 
|including a brother and a _ half- 
brother, Norris Wilcox. 

Goldwyn, several years ago, ac- 
| quired the 12 shares owned by Doug- 
| las, Jr., and those owned by the 
brother and other relatives, but Miss 
Pickford had meanwhile bought the 
Poser share, to add to her original 
| half-ownership. That is what Miss 
Pickford says, and everybody around 
pro Ager knows that she’s no 
slouch when it comes to business. 





Claims Winnie Sheehan 


Owes 20th-Fox $13,200 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Twentieth-Fox filed suit against 
the Bank of America Monday (10) 
seeking $13,200 from the estate of 
Winfield P. Sheehan. 
Bank, which is 
executor of 


being sued as 
estate, is asked for 
;money on 10 promissory notes as- 
sertedly executed by Sheehan be- 
jtween 1944 and 1945. 








Sh nea yer 
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Faithiul In My Fashion 


Metro release of Lionel] Houser production 


Till the End of Time 


RKO release of Dore Schary production, 


Miniature Reviews 





Sters Donna Reed, Tom Drake; features | SI + pas a grates — “Faithful in My Fashion” 
a = oe TE a "ber: Tully, Wiebe Gargan, Jean Porter, Johnny (M-G). Sentimental romance 
nares iiesoltion He bart Cavanaugh, Warn- Sands, Loren tag h gay Boe oe one has femme appeal. 7 
or Andaynct, INescted We Tey eens, | ward Msi gay Pantene gee ¢: to “Rivkin “Three Wise Fools” (M-G). 
yor oy aan, he — Sage ie i SS oonah te Miva Burs h: came ra Margaret oO Brien in fantasy 
hurton; score, Nathaniel Shilkret. Tra Harry Wild; edi “il a ee et tailored for family trade. . 
shown N. ¥., May 27, ‘46. Running time, |director, Ruby Rosenbergs mute. | “<t! “Till the End of Time” (RKO). 
ee k Donna Reed | seni nx time, 105 MINS. : | Earnest but overlong treatise on 
oe mg etl SPA Tom Dra Pat Ruseomb a 2 be the vets’ postwar problems. 
Hiram Dilworthy De mead Svere . a es si t eng’ et ae ahaa ‘oe athe ahh are “Lover Come Back” (U). 
heer Bor 3 Ria noffs we sig Rut IN O€ ss ceeee ig hha ero Amusing comedy with strong 
Great Grama Horry Dave Pgh Sadie ee Biaetns marquee pull in George Brent, 
ist Baroy bi» mw ~: *. % % ” Jean Perter | Lucille Ball. 
i Wine | Hobart Cavanaugh | Tommy........++-eeeeeees lubnny = “One Exciting Week” (Rep). 
Valter M Warner At a rl : (Songs) Cornbelt comedy with 

= \ I VO ii R - = ! le radio's Al Pearce for duals 
Haag lal eee ROE Wilson W H Ve “Crime of the Century” (Rep). 
Qnd Bart Jack OV " . — Wezk melodrama with unknown 

. , ae 1d some gen- cast 

Hokey story handled deadpan “ye PP = rs ge Page li t bao “Colorado Serenade” (Songs- 
with a thick spread Of molasse this earnest but overlong and hesi- Color) (PRC). Standard oatuner 
stamps this film as a fair sentimentar |). paced film into a more absorb- | starring Eddie Dean 


item for the femmes. Given stronge! 
thespic material and Metros quality 
production framework, “Faithsui in 
My Fashion” could have baled out of 
the dualer division by being given 
lighter direction, playing i for 
laughs instead of sighs. Basic stymie 
is the unimaginative scripting which 
piles one cliche upon another and 
makes it very tough for the cast to 
be persuasive. 

Plot concerns a soldier, home On a 
iwo-week h, returns to 
his pre-war job hoping to find this 
small corner of the world unchangea. 
His romance, who used to be a stock 
clerk, has been upped, however. to 
an executive post and furthermore Is 
affianced to another man. A quartet 
of co-worker do-gooders persuad 
the gir! to masquerade for duration 


sax! mo ’ 
furioug who 


of the furlough, as her bit to make 
the homecoming a happy one. Like 
clockwork the expected happens; 
just as the girl again falls for the 
soldier he discovers the truth. They 
fall out in anger. The dc-gooders 
heal the breach. They fall back in 
love at finis. 


As a buildup for Tom Drake, film 
showcases his boyish charms to good 
advantage, Despite flat-footed lines 
he was given to read, Drake comes 
off as a warm and likeable juvenile 
Donna Reed makes an appealing 
heart interest. Edward Everett 
Horton backs up in usual competent 
form although the comedy bits are 
pale stuff. Spring Byington and Sig 
Ruman round out the supporting 





cast. 

eaten 

ve . > 
Three Wise Fools 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
Metro release of William H. Wright pre- 

Guction. Features Margaret O'Brien, Lionel 
Barryviore, Lewis Stone, Edward Arnold 


Thomas Mitchell. Directed by Edward Bu» 
xell Sereenplay, John McDermott and 
James O'Hanlon; story by MeDermuit, | 
based on the Austin Strong play; camera, 
Herold Rosson: musical seore, Brenisiau 
Kaper; editor, Gene Ruggiero. Tradeshown 
in los Angeles, June 5, '46. Running time 
89 MINS. j 
Sheila O’ Monohan........ Margaret O'Brien | 
Dr. Richard Gaunght.....Lionel Barrymore 
Judge Thomas Trumbell....... Lewis Sto 
Theodore Findley........... Edward Arne 


Terence Aloysius O'Tavern..Thos. Mitchell 


climb to civilian normalcy. 
aespite 
quences 


trated 


now 


ne study of a group of vets’ uphill 
As it is, 
slow start and lengthy se- 
it's packaged brightly with 
Dorothy McGuire and Guy Madison 
for marquee lure. 

Theme has timeliness and concen- 
appeal to the army of vets 
footloose in a competitive world. 
Attempt is made to mirror the piob- 


a 
« 


lems of former servicemen, disabled 
and intact, in picking up the threads 
caroppeda al Pearl Harbor. But the 
pic trips itself up along the route 
with a series of repetitious incidents 


and comes to life only in a windup 
which screens a dazzling barroom 
fight. tops in direction, 

Story focuses on a of 


trio ex- 


Marines and a girl who lost her hus- | 


band during the war. While each 


character's problem is individual, the | 


sum total fair cross-section of 
current postwar woes. 

<i Phede! 
has emerged with skin intact, thinks 


he is too old for schooldays again 


is a 


end drifts restlessly from jcb to job. | 


As the central figure, he dcesn't dig 
deep enough into his part to explain 


convincingly the source of his discon- | 


tent Superficial performance de- 
prives his characterization of the 
psychiatric overtones, which the 
script apparently marked out. 

Miss McGuire, armed with her 


usual charm and elfin appeal, docs a 
bangup job as the war widow. 
does manage to get across the sense 
of loss which blocks her return to 
normal emotional responses. Her off- 
again-on-again amorous’ entangle- 
ments with Madison are a little hard 
io take at times but here the script 
errs and not the actress. When Mad- 
ison sees the light and decides to 
stick it out rather than seek an im- 
possible Shangri-La, their cure is 
mutual. 

Robert Mitchum does well with 
the lesser role of a buddy suffering 
from a head injury. 


|right touch of hard-cored grufiness 
as he fights off hospital treatment. 


He, too, finds himself after getting 
konked during the barroom brawl in 
| which the ex-Marines join hands in 
fighting a phoney vet organization. 


eS eee Ray Collin. | Bill Williams, last of the problem 
Sister Mary Brigid...... ..Jane Darwell | Subjects, plays the part of a legless 
Paul Badger......... esses. Charles Dingle vet whose loss of limbs has spelled 
The Ancient.......eeeee-Harry Davenport | 4 Joss of faith in himself. Williams’ 
Horace, Apri weiveressss+-Hemty O'Neil | Seif-reliance plus acceptance of ar- 
The O'Monahan.......... Warner Anderson | tificial limes is neatly restored in the 
Dugan... 0... sce c cee eeeeeeeees Billy Curtis |same brawl. Rest of cast groove their 
| performances smoothly to meet the 
: ee . | film’s demands. 

Ri ee Musical background is gvod with 
. the theme song, “Till the End of 


O’Brien to carry it off. Shapes ur as | 
okay for general trade, particularly | 
family audiences, due to moppet’s 
bright play-acting. Able casting, di- 
rection and production are other bul- 
warks helping to sustain interest in 
the fairy tale. 

Miss O’Brien, giving a faithful il- 
lusion of a young colleen intent on 
bringing love and happiness into the 
lives of three rich old men, walks off 
with the footage despite the presence | 
of such capables as Lionei Barry- | 
more, Lewis Stone, Edward Arnold, | 
Thomas Mitchell and others. Pixie | 
yarn has been ably directed by Ed- 
ward Buzzell for fantasy flavor. 

It concerns tale told a group of 
leprechauns by an ancient one to | 
convince them there really are such 
creatures as humans. An Trish curse 
placed on three young men makes 
them realize all of life’s ambitions 
but finds them old and without | 
friends. The grandaughter of the 
curse-maker enters their iives, lifts 
the curse and sets about teaching 
them how to be human. The three 
are hard nuts to crack but Irish 
charm eventually wins them over 
In so doing the girl finally sees the 
“little people” in which she earnestly 
believes and they, in turn see her. 
convinced at last that humans do 
exist. 

There’s more than a coincidence in 
the casting of Barrymore, Stone and 
Arnold in respective roles of doctor, 
judge and banker. Trio are known 
almost as well as Dr. Gillespie, Judge 
Hardy and Metro capitalist as by 
their real handles. Thomas Mitchell 
points up his assignment as Miss | 
O’Brien’s manservant, who is full of 
Irish whisky and brogue most of the 
time. Harry Davenport is the an- 
cient story teller. Ray Toliins, Jane 
Darwell, Charles Din, e, Cyd Cha- 
risse and others are capable in act- 
ing out the John McDermott-James 
O'Hanlon script, based on the Austin 
Strong play. 

Production guidance by William 
H. Wright shaves the f'™ neatly for 
intended results. Broa. 


, something 


Time.” an adaptation of Chopin's 
Polonaise, nicely aimed fer the ro- 
mantic interludes. Camera work suf- 


fers from heavy-handed direction. 
It is in direction and script that the 
film loses out. 





Lover Come Back 


Universes! release of Howard Benedict pro- 


duction. Stars George Brent, Lucille Ball, 
Vera Zorina; features Charles Winninger, 
ul Esmond, Raymond Walburn. Direct- 

ed by William A. Seiter. Original screen- 
play, Michael Fessier and Ernest Pagano; 
;cumera, Joseph Valentine; editor, Ray Sny- 
der: seore, Hans J. Salter. lradeshown 
. Y.. June 10. 46. Running time, 90 MINS, 
Bill AVilliams........ce6 very. George Brent 
MN os ieee cet ceeds oeveneueds ...Lucille Ball 
Madeline Laslo Ter TTT Tes Vera Zorina 
| Pe eoecees Charles Winninge: 
‘aul “did ccceeccoccccccesGarh BRamand 
we: Fs Wee: cisceacs Raymond Walburn 
Tubbs a eentdedess ~Wallace Ford 
Motel Citek...ccvees «+». Franklin Pangborn 
_ ae ee e6Oeenes .Louise Beavers 


1 


«+. Elisabeth Risdon 
seceeseesWilliam Wright 
George Chardley 
TrrTrrriy Joan Fulton 


Jitumy Hennessey. 
Waiter 
Janie 


Universal went far afield for tal- 
ent for this one, ringing in Lucille 
3all, George Brent and Vera Zorina, 
all starring under the U trademark 
for the first time. Move was a wise 


one, because without such stars the | 


picture would have emerged as 
that’s been done many 
before. With them, it comes 


frothy little comedy that 


times 
cut as 


pal 
a 


may remind the customers of pre- | 


vious films but that will get by on 
its own merits. Should chalk up good 
grosses in most situations. 

Scripters Michael Fessier and 
Ernest Pagano must have had some 
of the old Cary Grant-Irene Dunne 
starrers in mind and have built their 
situations on the same type of sophis- 
ticated comedy. Starring roles, how- 
ever, fit the talents 
Miss Ball like a glove, and the script- 
ers brought the scene up to date by 
building the triangle around a re- 


turned war correspondent, his femme | 


photog and his wife. 
Characters in the story come from 


Madison, who | 


She | 


Actor lends the | 


of Brent and | 





the upper fringes of society, the 
i} breed around whom most of these 
pictures are built. Miss Ball is the 


ace designer for a women’s clothing 
| outfit, married to Brent who's been 
| away for two years as a correspond- 
‘ent. Trouble starts as soon as Brent 
lreturns when his wife discovers he 
| hadn’t been as lonely overseas as he'd 


led her to believe. Miss Ball sets 
out to reverse the wolfing nrocess to 
make Brent jealous but thin don’t 
work out and she finally heads for a 
Las Vegas divorce. Brent follows 
| and, after a series of zany situations, 
ithey reconcile Picture erds with 
Brent winking lewdly to the audi- 
ence as he closes a door behind him 
}and Miss Ball. 

Miss Ball turns in one of her best 


| comedy performances to date, mulct- 
ing every line and antic to the limit 
| Brent also shines as the correspond- 
ent-husband in a role that’s a far cry 
from his recent string of grim pix 
|} Miss Zorina miscast as the third 
angle of the triangle, lacking the deft 
comedy touches necessary to. the 
role. Her best forte stull ballet. 
Charles Winninger is good as Brent's 
rakish father and Carl Esmond and 
Raymond Walburn do well as two of 
Miss Ball's cortege of admirers 

Production mountings lined up by 
| Howard Benedict follow the general 
i frilly mood of the film. Settings, cos- 
| tumes, etc., are lush and ostentatious. 
| Hans J. Salter rates a nice bow for 
| his amusing score. Camera work of 
| Joseph Valentine is okay. Stal. 


1s 


is 


j 
l 


One Exciting Week 


| (SONGS) 
Hollywood, June 8. 
| 
| Republic release of Donald Hl. trown pro- 
| duction, Stars Al Pearce; features Pinky 


Lee, Jevome Cow 


un, Shemp blowas Ar- 
lene Hart Mary Treen Pin ee Wil- 
}liain Beaudine Sereenplay, Jack Townley 
land John K, Builer; based on or ginal sors 
by Dennis Murray; camera, John Alton; 
editor, William RP. Thompson ones, Don 
Rayeand Hughie Britce, Join Pettis, Billy 
Meyers and Elmer Schoebel, Jack Law- 
rence; orchestral arrangements, Dale Mutts: 
music director, Morton Seott Hreviewed 
at RCA studios, Hollywood, June 7, ‘46. 
Running time, 69 MINS, 
OES 550d 5 cencebeeeeas Al Pearce 
i, SFr ere Pere Can ..Pink Lee 
RY Serer eee oeesee Jerome Cowan 
BERT ie ais 0-0 609540500066400. Shemp Howard 
Lottie Pickeit..... erveevecs Ailene Harris 
BEOPOl TAPS. «.ccecece escccess Mary Treen 
pemees PRNEs. .60ccceaccs Lorraine Krueger 
dimmy Curtis. ..cceccee ‘ Maury Dexter 
See WUE. cas icdcooce 606066004 Will Wright 
Charlie Pickett... ..cccoe eecess Arthur Loft 
Mayor Teeple. ....Chester Clute 


a 


Fair light comedy that would have 
rated better with punchier direction. 
Al Pearce from radio heads up the 
corn. For extra measure, production 
includes four tunes and a dance num- 
ber. Array of comics ctout and 
material good but better pacing is 
needed for zip. For supporting pcsi- 
tions in majority of situations. 

It's an amnesia yarn with twist 
that has the hero impersonating him- 
self. Pearce, Merchant Marine hero, 
gets tangled with a trio of 
lerooks just prior to leaving for a 


is 


hometown celebration in his honor. 
In a fight with the crooks, he’s 
conked on the head and develops 


amnesia. Slickers, finding the home- 
town is to award the here $10,000, 
convince him he is a public enemy 
and they're his gang. So, as a bigshot 
|criminal, Pearce assumes the sea- 





|man’s identity to collect the small | 
fortune. Songs and dance are brought | 


| in during the homecoming celebra- 
|to the comedy. There are plenty o 
| plot mixups before anothor sork on 
|the head brings Pearce out 
| daze, 

Major comedy chores go to Pin':v 
| Lee and Shemp Howard. Latter is 
worth a number of chuckles u 
| punch-drunk ex-jockey. Jerome 


| Cowan completes the crook trio. Ar- | 


{lene Harris, Mary Treen. Lorraine 
Krueger and other do acceptably. 
| The Teen-Azers orch furnishes peppy 
| rhythms. “Bounce Me Brother With 
a Solid Four,” Don Raye-Hughie 
| Prince tune, is vocaled by uncredited 
|Chinese femme to show up best in 
| the score. 

| William Beaudine directed the 
| Jack Towney-John K. Butler screen- 
| play. Okay production mounting and 
supervision were furnished by Don- 





jald H. Brown. Lensing and other 
i credits are standard. Brog. 


slick | 


tion, lending ckay musica! momcnis | 


of his | 


Crime of the Century 


Republic release of Walter H. Goetz pro- 
duction. Features Stephanie Bachelor, Mi- 
chae} BKrowne, Martin Kosleck, Paul Stan- 
ton. Directed by Philip Ford. Screenplay, 
O'Leta Rhinehart, William Hagens, Ger- 
trude Walker: original, Rhinehart, Hergens; 
camera, Reggie Lanning; editor, William 
P. Thompson At Strand, Brooklyn, dual, 
june 7, °46. Running time, 56 MENS, 
Audrey Brandon .. Stephanie Bachelor 
llank Rogers Micheel Browne 





| paral < Tere? 0 Martin Kosteck 
|} Margeret Waldham............Betty Shaw 
| Andrew Madison......sseceess Paul Stanton 
Agatha Waldham. .....-.. eee Mary Currier 

lim Rogers Ray Walker 

Jackson fom Lenden 


Dr, 
| “Crime of the Century” has an at- 
tractive title but otherwise shapes up 
a below-pat Proauc- 

tion values are unusually solid for a 

low-budgeter but by themselves can't 

surmount the weak plot structure, 
| Over-close scissor-work, moreover, 


as melodrama 


has nicked whatever story content 
there was to begin with. causing the 
film to unreel at such a breakneck 
speed that essential details were 
either omitted or left dangling. Col- 
lection of marquee unknowns add 


| little to the overall quality and slot 


| this film as bottom-end program fare. 

Yarn is concerned with the ma- 
chinations of an industria! tycoon 
who attempts to suppress the news 
of his associate’s death fcr few 
days in order to fix a board of direc- 
tors’ election. When a newshound 
sniffs out the corpse, he’s put out of 
the way by a kidnapping. The repor- 


a 


ter’s broiher gets on the tratl and en 
route falls in love with a femme fa- 
tale who's working for the tycoon 


Crime is unsnarled by the dead man’s 


daughter who leads the brother to 
ithe corpus delicti. Picture contains 
one macabre sequence in which the 
dead man is shown lying in a bath- 
tub encased up to his neck in ice 
cubes, 

Michael Browne, as the veporter’s 
brother, tries to dress up the part 
with a tough-guv stvle but the man- 


nerisms are too broadly 
be convincing 


COlVeEVeC 


Stephanie Bache'or, 


playing the dangerous lady, gets over 
a sultry air in credible fashion, wh ile 
Paul Stanton, as the magnate, and 
Martin Kosleck, as his aide, do thei 


chores with customary polish 


Colorado Serenade 


(SONGS—COLOR) 
PRé relense of Robert Miomett Tanses 
Production, directe by “Viat Shia bev cadne 
Deon: features David Sharpe Roscoe Ates 
|} Original screenplays Fianees Kavahaugh 
| songs Eadie Dean Hi L ‘ rows Sam 
|} Armstrong Curle lloetie culbera (cone 
color), Robert Shackelford editor liugh | 
Winn Tradeshown N Y June 7, 46. 
‘Running time, 68 MIUINS., 
Eddie ‘ Wildie Dean 
POU bpd de vianctees conteds Dhay Sharpe 
PO ee ere er rs ee eee ee he oe Altes 
sere TS ee eerie Ml henyven 
PON RANGOON o's « cc eaeeesees or t Tavior 
EDL case ns. Cok exeuen been Dennis Mecore 
| reer ee rere rr: ere Abigail Adanis 
Dad Diller \W ner Richmond 
Bes, EEMNDURs 05 00%.000 66208 lee Rennett 
PEO, WAKO: obi sicsaneseus ! McKenzie 
i eer ree ee Bob Dunewn 


Newest of the Eddie Dean slarrers, 
“Colorado Serenade,” strictly 
standard-cut out of the same pattern 
as his previous pix. In tact, this 
oatuner bears such a close resem- 
blance to its predecessor, “Song of 
Wyoming,” it looks like a_ reissue. 
Everything's the same, trom the luke- 
warm Cinecolor tints slightly run- 
ning into each other, to the familiar 
echoing saddle tunes and formula 
story of bad man vs. law-abidin* 
folks. Dastard, moreover, duplicates 
his trick of turning out to be the 
long lost son of the town’s leading 
citizen, 


Is 





Only novelty in the film is the 
debut of a tough-looking young 
hombre, David Sharpe, who plays 


ithe role of an undercover Govern- 
|}ment agent. Sharpe displays an acro- 
batic agility that injects his fisticuffs 
and guntotin’ with the spirit of the 
westerner’s golden era when Tom 
Mix and Hoot Gibson rode the plains. 
Eddie Dean looks a little pallid be- 
side him although still a_ pleasing 
personality. Voice is excellent in his 
yodel-crooning of “Home on_ the 
Range,” “Western Lullaby,’ “Riding 
Down to Rawhide” and “Riding to 
the Top of the Mountain.” 

Abigail Adams, as the tewn moll, 
is another performer showing prom- 
ise. Femme, a striking ‘ooker, is 
well-poised before the lens. Roscoe 
Ates supplies his stuttering comies 
for a few laughs and rest of the cust 
play their stock parts adequately. 








ee 


New Foreign Film 


(Unlikely for Anglo-U. S. Market) 





| 


to | 











Studio Space 





— 





Continued from page 5 =! 





tively-tagged “Here We Go Again” 
and “Strange Bed-Fellows,” before 
ithe cameras on June 24, and has 
/commitment for further films. 
Federal Films, the William LeBar- 
on-Boris Morros outfit, 10 days ago 
moved onto Roach lot, to prepare 


for “Carmen from Kenosha,” to be 
| filmed on lot, and “Carnegie Hall,” 
;slated for filming in New York, 
'“Carmen” rolls in November, but 
until then company will have at its 
disposal sufficient office space. 
| Hall” goes next month in east, 
|mostly at Carnegie Hall itself, with 
|balance of filming at new Pathe 
istudio on Park Avenue at 106th 
Street. Another with new deal fo: 


| Roach space is California Commer- 


icial Films, prexied by Stanley Ber- 
igerman and with Evereti Riskin 
ichairman of the board, which will 
make its varied production lot, 

| Morey-Sutherland studio is pro- 


| viding space for hard-pressed indies, 
i too. Comet, which couldn't find space 
elsewhere, made deal for first 
pictures, “Little Iodine” and 

Television,” and has tentative 

mitment for month of August. Sol 
Wurtzel closed for space in July, 
September and November, and Gor- 
Mitchell, with his new All- 
Scope Pictures, Inc., industrial firm, 


two 
“Miss 


Colne 


don 


makes permanent quarters there, 
having moved in a week ago 
Charles Chaplin found his own lot 
wasnt sufficiently roomy for his 
current “Comedy of Murders s¢ 
will film portion of picture here 
Rep Opens Up 
While actual shooting space isn't 


involved in deal, Republic has grant- 
ed James A. FitzPatrick the facili- 
ties of its new Music Stage for re 
cording of his new “Famous Music 
Viasters” musical series, which Wer- 
ner Janssen and his Los Angeles 
symphony orchestra will record 

Chaplin’s picture is reason for 
studio being closed temporarily t 
,indies, This condition will prevail 
|for at least three months, and 
\sibly longer if comedian exceeds 
his 12-week shooting schedule. Sam- 
uel Goldwyn studio is still open to 
indie rentals, in manner of speak- 
ing, but operator is holding off on 
| deals, only one which he has made 
since announcing he would rent no 
more space being Seymour Neben- 
zal, for “The Chase.” It vis known 
that Goldwyn intends to still rent 
| Space, but he has not yet announced 
; what policy he will follow along 
this line. 
| Two studios which definitely have 
| closed doors to outside deals are En- 
jterprise and Eagle-Lion, formerly 
|known as California and PRC, re- 
| spectively, both former havens for 
the indie. At least half a dozen indies 
were affected by Enterprise deal, 
and PRC, as well as other company 
producers will have to go elsewhere 
due to Bryan Foy company taking 
over. Sig Neufield still has deal to 
use lot facilities, but this agreement 
ends in August. 

Meanwhile, not a week goes by in 
Hollywood where least one new 
production company is announced. 
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pos- 
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Theatre Wing 











acting as chairmen to give courses 
and to bring in guest instructors 
weekly. Legit subjects will include 
/acting, directing, management and 
| production problems, publicity, voice 
and diction, makeup, play analysis, 
playwriting, stage and costume de- 
sign, and a theatre symposium. 
Donald Oenslager and Charles 
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Elson will chairman and teach cde- 
sign; Kermit Bloomgarden = and 


James Reilly will head up theatrical 
production; Sol Jacobson, publicity 
problems; Jean Rosenthal, produc- 
tion problems; John Gessner, play 
analysis; Robert Anderson, play- 
wrighting; Edgar Stehli and Eddie 
Sens, makeup. Margaret Webster 
will start off the theatre symposium, 


PR maser 4 Gregoire Sevade" (Mr. with Brock Pemberton discussing 
caaianek aa poe Sa kana gr production, Agnes DeMille and 
jby Daniel Norman; stars Bernard Blier: | Jerome Robbins the dance, ete. 
features Jules Berry, Aime Clarione, Alex- | Above list is a partial one, with 
andre Rignault, Yvette Lebon, Gaby An- | 

dveu; story and dialog by Daniel Norman: | Other names to be heard from. 
feamera, Toporkoff Reviewed in Paris Six subjects will be offered in ra- 


Running time, 9® MINS, 





| 
| Tempo, direction. photogrephy. and 
; sound are above the averace of re- 
cent French pix. Bernard Blier, in 
his first starring role, is the legit 
actor currently in “Aupres de ma 
| Blonde” here. His characterization 
| of the insurance clerk unwittingly 
compelled to become a tool of jewel 
thieves provides many gags. Com- 
| edy stems mostly from funny dialog 
which weuld lose much in transla- 
jtion. For French patronage, it looks 
pbig; for U. S, lukewarm except in 
larty spots. Maxi. 


| dio, with Earl McGill handling pro- 
| duction; Elwood Hoffman, writing; 
Ted Cott, station operation and map- 
agement; Luis Van Rooten, dialects, 
and various instructors on acting. 
Summer term will be followed by 


more expanded courses in fal] and 


winter, with terms repeated every 
eight weeks. Winston O'Keefe is 
exec director of the Wing's vets 


project, with Mary Hunter, director, 
in charge of course planning, Byron 
McKenney acting as vets’ 
, Registration begins July 1. 


adviser. 
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Bella Donna’ May Precede ‘Mirror’ '7)P FXECS 


As UWP’s First Release Xmas Week 


United World Pictures is now def- * 


‘nitely set to put its initial release in 
theatres Christmas week. First pic 
was originally skedded to be “The 
Dark Mirror,” with Olivia DeHavil- 
land and Lew Ayres, which is al- 
ready in the cans. However, there's 
now a strong possibility that first will 
be “Bella Donna,” with Merle Ob- 
eron. George Brent, Charles Korvin 
and Paul Lukas. | 

“Bella Donna” title is likely to be 
switched before release. Pic is now 
being shot, having been acquired by 
International, UWP producing affil- 
iate. from Edward Small. Enthusi- 
asm of UWP execs for the story and 
cast is responsible for the possible 
decision to shift initial release Irom 
“Mirror.” which is likewise an In- 
ternational production. 

Plan is to make the second release 
a British picture and then alternate 
with one U. S. and one British. Lat- 
ter is product of J. Arthur Rank stu- 
dios. which share with Universal a 
half-interest in UWP. 

William J. Heineman, UWP 
chief, is planning to put his eastern 
and western division managers on | 
the payroll Sept. 1, his district man- 
agers on Oct. 1 and his salesmen on 
Nov. 15. With the tight construction 
situation making it impossible to 
erect the combination Universal- 
UWP exchange buildings that are 
eventually planned, Heineman is in- 
tending to set up in whatever space | 
U can make available in its branches, 
such as converted poster or shipping 
room areas. Only in St. Louis, Bos- 
ton and Indianapolis has U been able 
1o obtain permission to do the com- 
plete remodeling job that is desired. 


} 
! 


sales 


Lucky Strike’s Big Ad 
Splurge Puts Brake 
On Chesterfield’s Pic 


Lucky Strike cigs’ launching of a 
major $4,500,000 newspaper advertis- 
ing campaign on June 17, has raised 
the stop-look-listen flag at the ad 
agencies for the other tebacco com- 
panies. Latter are viewing with 
considerable interest the possible re- 
sults of Lucky Strike’s summer ad 
splurge, and one company, Chester- 
fields, has tabled plans for produc- 
ing another film on the style of its 
pre-war feature, “Tobacco Land,” | 
until the new competitive aspects | 
are clarified. 

Lucky Strike’s campaign, handled | 
by Foote, Cone & Belding, will ex- | 
tend for 10 weeks and will hit every | 








English daily newspaper in the coun- | 
try with twice-weekly spreads. | 
Campaign, which will feature the | 
“Lucky Strike Means Fine Tobacco” 
Slogan, is to begin in the eastern 
dailies during the week of June 17 
and will travel cross-country into 
the midwest and Coast dailies in 
the following weeks. Simultaneous 
coast-to-coast launching was pre- 
vented by the acute newsprint short- 
age in the west. 





Homeoffices Seen In 


Stiff Moves Vs. SPG 


Stiff opposition of film homeoffices | 
| ture house, while customers who like 


is expected to demands of the 
Screen Publicists Guild, New York, 
when 


negotiating sessions are 
Started. Thus far no date has been | 
set but, meantime, publicity-adver- 


tising heads are mulling the mat- 
ter. C. J. (Pat) Scollard, executive 


assistant to Charles M. Reagan, v.p. 
over sales for Paramount, will rep- 
resent the film companies in the 
nevotiations. 

SPG is demanding a minimum of 
$100 and an increase in scales of 30° 
plus increases in severance pay up 
to a total of $2,000 for 20 years of 
Service. The old SPG contract ran 
out last May 4, so that any new deal 
would be retroactive to that 
SPG wants a one rather than a two- 
year contract. 


date 


_Impatient over stalling on negotia- 
tions by the film companies, SPG 
Monday night (10) sent telegrams to 
each, signed by Roger Lewis, of 20th- 
Fox's advertising department, ask- 
ing “for an immediate industry-wide 
meeting to negotiate a new contract.” 





were 


} In it 


| ° 
|} less dormant in the past few years, 


| Johnny Public and his bride show it 


| singles, 


| first 
| editorial page he’s really turning to, 


| 
| 
' 


| bills are poison—if he wants to look 


| dual house and try 





What If It’s a Boy? 


Hollywood, June 11. 

Jerry Wald’s success in mak- 
ing the top-grossing ‘Mildred 
Pierce” for Warner Bros., with 
Joan Crawford’s comeback ap- 
pearance in the pic getting her 
an Academy Oscar, has him tell- 
ing friends that the baby his 
wife’s expecting in the fall will 
be tagged “Mildred Joan.” 

With good reports on his cur- 
rent production, ‘“Humoresque,” 
also starring Miss Crawford, his 


pals are asking Wald if he’s 
planning another baby to honor 
that film? And how far can this 


thing can go? 


Dual Features 
Still Fans Faves 


Most elements of the film industry 
frankly skeptical last week 
on results of a poll announced by 
Women’s Home Companion showing 
that 79° of readers surveyed pre- 
ferred single features to duals, 18% 
preferred double bills and 3% didn’t 
care. Overwhelming percentage in 
favor of the singles had a gimmick 
somewhere ‘vas the general 
agreement as the issue of single vs. 
double bills, which has been more or 








again came to the 
dustry conversation. 


fore in intra-in- 

As usual, say those most familiar 
with film b.o. tastes, the public talks 
singles—but buys doubles. Invari- 
ably, questionnaires will reveal one 


feature is preferred to two, but 
when it actually comes to shoving 
those coins across the b.o. sill, 


is the duals that get them. 


Lots of experiments on the double- 
feature issue were tried a few years 
back and the results were almost 
always the same. One of the most 
noble of the experiments was at the 
Ziegfeld, N. Y., when Loew’s at- 
tempted to replace duals with cream 
ot feature releases quickly after 
first run. .Scheme flopped miserably, 
despite even a neighborhood clien- 
tele that was figured a pushover for 





Snobbishness_ is believed to be | 


;one of the reasons why the polls | 
always show preference for one | 
feature. Most people apparently | 


have an idea that it isn’t smart to 


|}admit they like duals. They think | 
it puts them in the same category | 


as the guy who turns to the comics 
in his newspaper. And just as 
he tells the Galluppers that it’s the 


so the average theatre’ patron 
thinks the thing to say is that double 


like a reasonably sophisticated cit- 


| izen. 
As for the b.o. fizz of singles 
after the public has been educated 


theatre 
that 
won't 


to duals, 
reason is 
twin-bills 


men figure the 
patrons Who prefer | 
go to a single-fea- 


the idea will go to aj 
to time their ar- 
rival to catch the picture they want 

iside from the fact that they 
frequently then decide to sit through 
the second feature anyway. 


one-picture 


Joe Hazen West to Huddle 
Hal Wallis This Weekend 
Joseph H, Hazen, president of Hal 
Wallis Productions, plans leaving 
for the Coast either Saturday (15) 
or Sunday (16) to huddle with Wal- 
lis on production plans and 
matters. 
| Next Wallis release through Para- 
mount, “Strange Love of Martha 
Ivers” will have its world premiere 
tomorrow (Thursday) at the Carlton 


other 


in London. Lizabeth Scott, star of 
picture, who will attend the open- | 
ing there, flew out of New York 
Monday afternoon (10). “Ivers” has 


its American opening at the Para- 
imount, N. Y., July 24. 


| for 
| there will be still greater raids and 


| other French-speaking regions. 


jnent 
} 
and 
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CAN 
WRITE OWN DEAL 


Enterprise productions’ announce- 
ment last week that it is seek- 
ing a salesmanager to supervise 
handling of its product under the 
new Universal pact is typical of 
the reasons major companies are | 
suffering a shortage of top-| 
grade sales personnel. It’s a shortage | 
that not only is being felt in efforts 
of the big distribs to retain their 
homeoffice executive help and divi- 


sion managers, but goes right 
through the ranks of district and 
branch managers and all the way 





down to student salesmen. 

With a large number of present 
branch managers and salesmen get- 
ting to be vets of such vintage that 
they’ll be starting to think of re- 
tirement in a few years, the general 
shortage of sales help that faces the | 
industry is likely to get worse rather 
than better if current conditions per- 
sist. That’s why top distrib execs 
feel that the problems of rebuilding 


their ranks is one of the most im- | 
portant the industry faces at the 
moment. 


Enterprise’s plan to have its own 
salesmanager is putting it right in 
competition with Eagle-Lion, which 
is likewise seeking a man for such 
a post and has made offers to a 
number of major company execs, 
but without success. Likewise, Eagle- 
Lion and United World Pictures are 
both seeking sales help on all levels, 
which is sure to be a severe drain 
on major company staffs that have 
already badly felt the recent build- 
ing up of staffs by David O. Selz- 
nick, Samuel Goldwyn, International 
and other indie companies. When 
Goldwyn goes ahead with his plan | 
his own distributing company, 


competition for execs. 
Top Manpower Shifts 
Defections from major company 
sales forces in the past few years 


of such men as Bill Heineman, Neil 

Agnew. Arthur Sachson, Harry Gold, 

and a flock of others have left holes 
(Continued on page 2‘) 


United Newsreel Fold 


Puts Overseas Areas 
Back in Private Biz 


After six months of operation at 
a cost of $100,000 for the film indus- 
try, the United Newsreel is folding 
its distribution service abroad with 
the June 18 issue. United, a com- 
bine of the five major newsreel pro- 
ducers in this country, was func- 
tioning as an interim 





—_—— + 








project to} 


bridge the gap between OWI's over- | 


seas newsreels and the resumption 
of commercial operation in foreign 


areas by RKO-Pathe, Universal 


guage versions of the U. S. com- 
pany’s clips. In Germany, Japan, 
and Korea, military authorities will 
secure footage from the five news- | 
reels for editing and showing in the 
occupied areas. 

Paris is being restored as hub of | 
continental activity for newsreels | 
distributed in the Near East and 
Lo- | 
cal production has already begun in 
Greece, and Italy is turning out an 
Italian-language reel for the Conti- 
and for some areas in Africa 
the Near East. Production of 
a Chinese reel is being determined 
by John Begg, in charge of film ac- 


Newsreel, Fox Movietone, Para- | 
;mount News and M-G News of the 
Day. | 

In countries where English lan- 
guage versions are not adequate, the 
| Motion Picture Export Assn, will 
continue to distribute foreign lan- | 


| too 


tivities for the State Dept. | 
At a meeting last Friday (7) of 
the five newsreel editors, Michael 


D. Clofine of News of the Day, was 


elected chairman of the newsreel 
committee of the Motion Picture 
Assn. During the war, newsreels 
functioned as a division of the War 


Activities Committee. 


DEANNA DURBIN’S NEXT 
Hollywood, June 11. 
Deanna Durbin’s Universal 
tarrer, “I'll Be Yours,” will be 
directed by William Seiter. 


next 


Felix Jackson will produce, start- | 
jing late in July or early in August. | 








Rank-U (Enterprise) Setup Looms As 
Tops in Industry; U to ‘Big 5’ Class 





Ent’s 16-20 for U 


Pact entered into between 
Universal and Enterprise last 
week is for a minimum of three 
years. 

Agreement calls for a mini- 
mum of 16 pictures and a maxi- 
mum of 20 during the period. 








Russia Eclipsing 


US. on Pix in Reich 


American film companies are be- 
ing left at the post in Germany with 
Russia racing down a straightway 
field in utilizing pix as a propaganda 
medium for their political philoso- 
phy. So says Fredere Ullman, Jr.., 
prez of RKO Pathe, just returned 
from a five-week trip through Eng- 
land, France and Germany. While 
overseas, Ullman completed deals 
with the independently owned Pathe 
companies of England and France 
for a worldwide newsreel network 
in which neutral areas are to be al- 
located among the three Pathe out- 
fits. 

Comparing American and Russian 
policy in the conquered territories, 
Ullman declared that U. S. military 
authorities have been assisting a 
private German organization in get- 
ting out a weekly newsreel; but the 
company is under-financed, under- 
equipped and under-staffed with the 


| result that America is taking respon- 


sibility for a “miserable attempt to 
put out a newsreel with a demo- 
cratic viewpoint.” Russia, on the 
other hand, is producing a reel in 


Germany that is on par with the 
best shown in this country. As for 
feature films, Ullman stated that 


nothing but old American product 
was being screened and their con- 
tent had no relation whatsoever to 
the problem the beater 
and desolated German people with 
a democratic spirit. 

Commenting upon France, Ullman 
said that country was rapidly re- 
covering from the exhaustion and 
devostation of the war. Despite con- 
trary reports, Ullman said that gov- 
ernmental interference in the film 
industry was on the wane with the 
official newsreel company, France 
Actualites scheduled to fold around 
the first of next year. The RKO 
exec maintained that there was lit- 
tle chance for passage of the bill in- 
troduced last month in the Chamber 
of Deputies by Gaston Deferre, un- 


of reviving 
oC reviving 


der-secretary in the Ministry of In- | 
| formation, 


for the confiscation of a 
large sector of France’s film indus- 
try. The Socialists and the Mode- 
rate Republican Party won't go for 
it, he said. 


Ullman disclosed plans for over- | 


seas production in the near future 
of RKO Pathe’s two-reeler series, 
“This Is America,” which 
der the title, “Today and Tomor- 


| row,” for European distribution. 





War Department Denies 
Withholding ‘Atom’ Pic 


Washington, June 11. 
War Department denies recent re- 


ports that it has withheld public 
release of the Signal Corps film, 
“The Atom Strikes”, four-reeler 
made for Major General Leslie 


Groves, on 
strong 


ground the subject was 
for the public to take. 

Department spokesman said “cer- 
tain legal restrictions not controlled 
by the Army” prevented general 
distribution of what is said to be 
the most forceful and most complete 
pictorial record of the havoc 
wrought by the atom bomb on Hiro- 


shima and Nagasaki. Army, accord. | 
ing to the spokesman, turned over 
to the newsreels all the footage it 


contrels on the bomb devastation. 
No details were given on what was 
meant by “legal restrictions.” 

Pic will be shown publicly at the 
first of the Government Film Work- 
ers evening screenings here tomor- 
row (12). 


goes un- | 


* With J. Arthur Rank planning to 
push his theatre holdings from the 
present 1,280 to more than 2,000— 
including houses in ihe United States 
—e2nd Universal’s acquisition of En- 
terprise product last week, the U- 
Rank setup looms as the biggest in- 
ternational production-distribution- 
exhibition combine the industry has 
known. Universal 


ever itself, via 
aims of its affiliates to obtain the 
U. S. houses, also jumps from the 





“Little Three” category domestically 
| to a top spot among the “Big Five”’— 
| Metro, Paramount, Warner Bros., 
|RKO and 20th-Fox. It portends a 
| significant change in the lineup of 
the U. S. industry. 

Through interlocking directorates 
|}and ownership, the combine now 
| draws the product of Universal it- 


| e ° 
| Self, a flock of various Rank pro- 
|duction subsids in England, the 


| Spitz-Goetz International 
setup, the Loew-Einfeld Enterprise 
unit, the Walter Wanger and af- 
| filiated Diana setups, end the Bruce 
| Manning-Jack Skirball, Mike Todd 
}and Mark Hellinger indie organi- 
| zations, 

In the field of distribution, more 
or less centrally controlled now are 
U’s own machinery, the parallel 
United World Pictures setup, and 
the British companies, General Film 
Distributors and Eagle-Lion. In 
| addition, Rank is tied up via a 
| reciprocal international releasing ar- 
rangement with American Eagle- 
Lion. 

Rank’s theatre holdings now vir- 
| tually circle the globe, although they 
|}are naturally more concentrated in 
|Great Britain than elsewhere. The 
| plan in the U. S. was originally for 
UWP to acquire control of houses 
| where there were first-run booking 
problems, but greater expansion 
| than that is now understood to be 
| contemplated. Acquiring U. S. thea- 
| tres currently is admittedly no sims 
ple problem, but the Rank-U com- 
bine will reportedly begin picking 
| them up wherever possible in the 
near future. 


Pictures 
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SOPEG $30 Minimum, 
35-Hour Week, 3-Wk. 
Vacation Sought Tonight 


A $10 raise, creating a minimum of 
$30 for the lowest of 27 different 
labor grades among whitecollarites 
working in New York homeoffices 
will be proposed at a membership 
meeting tonight (Wednesday) of the 
| Screen Office & Professional Em- 
| ployees Guild, CIO. A 35-hour week 
lis sought, plus three weeks vacation 
|after five years of service. 

Official schedule of demands, also 
icovering 180 job classifications from 
messengers now getting $20 weekly, 
and lowest rung in clerical help, 
which receives $22 weekly, will be 
based upon voting of the members 
at tonight’s meeting. 

| The demands will be formally pre- 
|sented to the film companies on June 
15. Present contract expires July 27. 

Companies involved are RKO, 
Loew’s, Paramount, Columbia, 20th- 








Fox, United Artists, Republic and 
| National Screen Service. Warner 


Bros. and Universal are covered by 
AFL whitecollar unions. 


| cg hcaeniitanienianiie = 


Odlum, Rathvon, Depinet, 
Others Reelected at RKO 


The present officers of RKO were 
reelected at the organizational meet- 
|ing yesterday (Tues.) of new board 
which had been named by the annual 
|stockholders session last week at 
| Wilmington, Del. Floyd B. Odlum 
was renamed chairman of the board, 
N. Peter Rathvon, president; Ned 
Depinet was elected vice-chairman 
of the board and executive veepee. 

Directorate also renamed Malcolm 
Kingsberg, Gordon E. Youngma 
and John M. Whitaker as vice-presi- 


dents Youngman is also general 
counsel. J. Miller Walker wa_re- 
elected secretary. Also re-elected 


were Garrett Van Wagner, cornptrole 
ler, and William H. Clark, treasurer, 
;}Among the assistant treasurers 


‘named is a new one, A. E. Roech. 
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“ABOXOFFICE PUSHOVER!- mirror 


: UPERB! - New York Herald Tribune 


‘A BONANZA! - new ork Times 
“CAPTIVATING! — Journal-American 
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CHARLES BOYER + JENNIFER JONES in ERNST LUBITSCH’S Production of “CLUNY BROWN" with 
PETER LAWFORD + Helen Walker - Reginald Gardiner + Reginald Owen - Sir C. Aubrey Smith 
Richard Haydn * Margaret Bannerman - Sara Allgood + Ernest Cossart - Florence Bates +» Una 
O'Connor » Produced and Directed by ERNST LUBITSCH - Screen Play by Samuel Hoffenstein 
and Blizabeth Reinhardt + Based on the Novel by Margery Sharp 
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Outdoors Yen Sloughs L. A. Albeit 
0.8” Sturdy 536, 2 Spots; ‘Sisters 


Oke 856 in 5, Re 


Los Angeles, June 
Firstrun grosses are causing ee 
sensation this week. Balmy weather 
and windup of school term both are 


io avel 


although 


figured holding theatre biz 


age levels in most theatres, 


“O.S.S.” looks very fine at $53,000 in 
two houses. “Two Si isters From Bos- 
ton” shapes fairly good $85,000 in five 
spots. “Renegades” 1s barely okay 
with $26,500 in three locations. 
However, “The Outlaw” looks 
steady on its 10th frame in tour 
houses at $28,500 or near. “This Day | 


Forward” is okay $23,000 cn saonad 
session in two operations. Third 
stanza of five days for “One More 
Tomorrow” appears steady $21.90v In 
three spots. Last five days of “Some- 
where in the Night” on its second 
week in four houses shapes up to so- 
so $23,000. 
Estimates for This Week 


Belment (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1)— 
“Two Sisters From Boston” (M-G). 
Good $10,000. House moves from 


neighborhood to deluxe first-run for 


Metro product in a four-house day- | 


date string with this film. 
85-$1)—"“Outlaw” 
Steady $4,000 after 


feld-G&S) (824; 
(UA) (10th wk). 
$4,500 last week. 

Carthay Circle «‘FWC) 
$1)—‘‘Do You Love Me” 
wk-m.o.). Slow $4,000. 
$5,000. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2.048; 50- | 
$1)—“Somewhere in Night” (20th) 
and “Effingham’s Raid” (20th) 
wk) (5 days). Just $7,500. Last week, 
average $13,400. 

Downtown (WB) 
“One More Tomorrow” (WB) 
wk). Finales at $8,500 in 5 days. Last 
week, good $16,600, 

Downtown Music Hall 
feld) (872; 85-$1.20)—‘Outlaw” 


(1.518; 50- 
(20th) (2d 
Last week, 


(Blumen- 


(10th wk). Steady $15,500. Last 
week, stout $17,000. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 50-$1)— 
“Two Sisters” (M-G). Average $17,- 
500. Last week, “Postman Rings | 
Twice’ (M-G) (4th wk), okay $8,- 
300. 


Four Star (UA- WC) (900; 50-$1)— 
“Spiral Staircase” (RKO) (m.0.). 
Good $5,500 in 8 days. Last week, 
“Dark Corner” (20th) (3d wk-4 days) 
(m.o.), good $2,400. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 50-$1)—‘“Rene- 
gades” (Col) and “Talk About Lady” 
(Col), Fair $6,000. Last week, “Spi- 


ral Staircase” (RKO) (4th wk), nifiy 
$6,000. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 
65-$1)—"“Outlaw” (UA) (10th wk). 
Brisk $5,500. Last week, cmeeth | 
$6,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— | 
“One More Tomorrow” (WB) (3d 
wk). Getting $6,500 in 5 days. Last 
week, healthy $14,300. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 85)—“Outlaw” (UA) 
(10th wk). Hitting $3,500. Last 


week, hefty $4,300. 

Loew State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 50- 
$1)—“Somewhere in Night” (20th) 
and “Effingham’s Raid” (20th) 
wk-5 days). Fair $16,500. 
week, below hopes at $23,200. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097: 
50-$1)—"‘Two Sisters” (M-G). Solid 
$33,500. Last week, “Postman” 
(M-G) (4th wk), oke $20,400. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,000; 65-85) 
—‘“Tugboat Annie” (Rep) = and 
“Throw Saddle on Star” (Col) with 
vaude acts on stage. Okay $20,000. 
Last week, “In Fast Company” 
(Mono) with Andy Russell on stage, 
socko $32,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 
“This Day Forward” 
“Man Alive” 
est $11,500. 
$19,100. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 50-$1)— 
“O.S.S.” (Par). Big $35,500. Last 
week, “Virginian” 
Rose” (Par) (3d wk), nice $18,300. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
451; 50-$1)—“O.S.S.” (Par). Hand- 
some $17,500. Last week, “Virgin- 
lan” (Par) (3d wk), bowed out with | 
neat $10,300. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890: 50- | 
80)—“This Day Forward” (RKO) 
and “Man Alive” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Off at $11,500. Last week, nice 


$20,100. 
Ritz (FWC) 


Last 


50-$1)— 
(RKO) 
(RKO) (2d wk). 


Last week, average 


(1,370; 50-$1)—“Two 
Sisters” (M-G). Average $7,500. Last 
week. “Postman” (M-G) (4th wk), 
oke $7,300 on blow-off. 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2.100: 
50-$1)—“Renegades” (Col) and “Talk 
About Lady” (Col). Good $15.500. 
Last week, “Spiral Staircase” (RKO) 
(4th wk), hefty $10,500 


Uptown (FWC) (1.790: 50-$1)— 
“Somewhere in Night” (20th) and 
“Effingham’s Raid” (20th) (2d wk). | 
Just $5,000 in 5 days. Last week, 
good $9,900. 

Vogue (FWC) (885: 50-$1)— | 


“Renegades” (Col) and “Talk About 
Lady” (Col). Neat $5,000. Last 
week, “Seventh Veil” (U) (5th wk- 
4 days) (m.o.), good $2.500. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2.296; 


50-$1 )— 
“Two Sisters” (M-G), 


Average 


Beverly Hills Music Hall (Blumen- | © 


(2d | 


(1,800; 50-$1)— | 
(3d | 


(UA) | 


(2d | 


and | 
Moa- | 


(Par) and “Tokyo | 


‘Territory’ Big $8,500, 


4 9 
L’ville; ‘Tomorrow’ 9G 
Louisville, June 11. 
Hot weather which arrived sud- 





negades 2066 in 3 


| — Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $634,000 
(Based on 16 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $570,000 
(Base d on 15 | theatres) 





‘Pitt Biz Sot But 
Kitty’ Rousing $28,500; 


‘Corner’ Droops to 626 


June 11. 
and latest 


Pittsburgh, 
Biz plenty spotty here, 
alibi is that opening of 
summer opera season arte, It 
about 8,000 nightly. Only one show- 
ing any strength at all among the 
new films is “Kitty”. at the Penn, 
which is banging away for a hold- 
over. Other first-run entries, “Dark 
Corner” at Fulton and “Renegades” 
at Harris, are just limping in. Sin- 
gle remaining bright spot looks like | 
second stanza of “Postman Rings 
| Twice,” at Stanley. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 
“Dark Corner” (20th). 


” 


Will be 


|lucky to slip over $6, 500, very sad | 


week, “So Goes My 
also thin at $6,800. 

(2,200; 
Slow start and 
$12,000, 


| here. Last 
Love” (U), 
| Harris (Harris) 
“Renegades” (Col). 
j}unlikely to go over 
hot here. 
Me” (20th) (2d wk), good $11,000. 
|“Kitty” (Par). Only bright spot in 
}town, solid $28,500. Should hold. 
|Last week, “One More Tomorrow” 
| (WB), $21,000, fair for holiday ses- 


(WB) (800; 40-70)—“Devo- 
(WB) (m.o.) about par at $3,- 
Last week. “Tomorrow Is 
Forever” (RKO), okay $4,000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750: 40-70)— 

“Do You Love Me” (20th) (m.o.). 
ken $3,500. Last week, “Gilda” 
(Col) (m.o.), exceptional $4,500 for 
fourth week downtown. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800: 40-70)— 
“Postman Rings Twice” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Rousing $19,000. Last week 
blazing $33,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70)—“One 
More Tomorrow” (WB) 
$8,000. Last week, 
— (m.o.), $7,000. 


-CAVALLARO BOOSTS 


} sion, 
Ritz 
tion” 
| 000. 


{ 








HOLIDAY’ 446, CLEVE. | 


Cleveland, June 11. 

Carmen Cavallaro’s band 
“Perilous Holiday” caught on 
|quickly and is hitting such a fast 
|pace that the Palace is sure of a 
smash session. Opening 


hot is “Badman’s Territory,” which 
has been showing a flurry of two- 
gun action at the Hipp boxoffice and 
may rate a holdover. Second stanza | 
;of “Two Sisters From Boston” at 
State stood up well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 44-65)—“One 
More Tomorrow” (WB) (mo.). 
Cheerful $9,000. Last week, “Gilda” 
(Col) (5th wk), great $12,000. 
| Hipp (Warners) ; 
“Badman’s Territory” 
$21,000. Last week, “One More To- 
|;morrow” (WB), smart $19,500. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 44-65 )—“Her 
Kind of Man” (WB) (m.o.). Okay 
$3,000. Last week, “Dark Corner” 
.20th) (2d wk), nice $3,600. 

Ohio (Loew's) (1,200; 44-65)—*“ 
Old Sacramento” (Rep). Steady $6,- 
500. Last week, “Kitty” (Par) ‘m.o.). 
big $8,500 on third downtown sesh. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700: 55-$1.10)— 
“Perilous Holiday” (Col) with Car- 
men Cavallaro orch on stage. One of 
vear’s sockiest vaudefilm combos 
here, earning raves and great $44.- 
(00. Last week, “Her Kind of Man” 
(WB) at lower scale, fairly good 
$15,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450: 44-65)— 
“Two Sisters From Boston” (M-G). 
Second chapter of Jimmy Durante 
tune-show hypoed by comedians p.a, 
for new super drugstore tie- -up with 
Metro. 
sock $30,000 opening week, 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700: 44-65)— 
“Diary of Chambermaid” (UA). Nice 
$14.000. Last week, “Whistle Stop” 
(UA) (2d wk), hearty $9,000 





(RKO). Strong 


In 





$16,500. Last week, “Spiral Stair- 
case” (RKO) (4th wk), sharp $7,500. 

Wiltern (WB) (2, 300; 50-$1)—“One | 
More Tomorrow” (WB) (34 wk). 
Only $6,000 in 5 days. Last week, 
fancy $14,500. 


eight-week | 
gets | 


40-70)— | 


40-70 )— | 


not too | 
Last week, “Do You Love | 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70)— | 


(m.o.) fair 
“Devotion” 


with 
so 


day and 
weekend biz was terrific. Nearly as 


Solid at $18,000 or close after | 


denly here this session is putting a 
icrimp in biz at most downtown 
| houses, One exception is the Strand, 
where “Badman’s Territory.” well 
pe with tie-ins with local ra- 
dio station and giveaways of live 
_ ponies, is piling up strong figure. 
“One More Tomorrow” did okay in 
lnine days at another small-seater, 
lthe Mary Anderson. 
| Estimates for This Week | 
| Brown 





(4th Ave.-Loew’s) of 60) 

‘Kitty’ (Par) (m.o.). Fair 500. | 
Last week, “Breakfast in doe ir | 
(UA) and “Hoodlum Saint” (M-G) ) | 
| (m.o.), about same. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200 30) 40) | 
—“Adventure” (M-G) and “Idea | 
|Girl’ (UY). Fairish $1,700. Last week, | 
|*Road to Utopia” (Par) and “Shock’* 
| (20th), $1,800. 
| Loew's State (Loew's) (3,300; 40- 
| 60)—" Postman Rings Twice” (M-G) 
| (2d wk). In this case he didn’t ring 
twice, h.o. stanza being only meagre 


| $8,000 after last week's terrif $20,000. 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000; 
40-60) — “One More Tomorrow” 
(WB). Okay $9,000 on 9 days. Last 
week, “Her Kind of Man” (WB) (3d 
wk), $4,000 on 5 days. 
National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) 


—‘River Gi ng” (U) plus Jack 
jwynne magic show three lays split 
with * ‘Gold Mine in Sky” (Rep) and 


(Rep). New 
$6,000. Last 


“Sun Valley Cyclone” 
|policy landing neat 
iweek, “Mask of Diijon” (PRC) and 
\“Devil Bat’s Daughter” (PRC) split 
with “Spellbound” (UA) and “Swing 
Out, Sister” (U), moderate $4,000. 

| Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- 
60)—"“Do You Love Me” (20th). 
| Cate hing medium $12,000. Last week, 

‘Kitty” (Par), strong $17,000, and 
moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 40- 
6 60)—"‘Badman’s Territory” (RKO). 
This actioner well exploited and 
should grab big $8,500. May hold. 
Last week, “House of Horrors” (U) 
and “Spider Woman Strikes Back” 
(U), strong $7,000. 


Wash. Hits Skids: 
Forward 126, 2d 


Washington, June 11. 

With all six major mid-town 
houses playing either a holdover or 
|a moveover and the Ringling circus 
in town, the bottom fell out of biz 
on F Street this session. “Postman 
Rings Twice” at the Capitol heads 
the parade with what would nor- 
mally be an excellent second week, 
but even this was below hopes after 
the terrific initial session, Others 
also slipped badly. 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 44-80)— 








Det. Slips Off But ‘Day Stout 246; 


‘Postman Forte 





Estimated Total Gross 


t 


N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 


(Based on 24 cities, 





Frisco Nosedives But 


‘Man’ Passable at 266, 


on 
Ori 


sal 


“B 
Do 


at 


“B 





“Postman Rings Twice” (M-G) with 
vaude (2d wk). Good $23,000 but 
competish cut it down, Last week, 
| terrific $39,000. 
Columbia (Loew) 
“Kitty” (Par) 
Last week, 





(1,263; 44-70)— 
(m.o.). Okay $8,000. 

“Dragonwyck” (20th), 
7,500. 


Earle (WB) (2,154: 44-85)—‘‘One 
More Tomorrow” (WB) (2d wk-4 
days) and “Gilda” (Col), 3 days. 
Nice $20,500. Last week, below 
average $19,500 for “Tomorrow.” 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,838; 44-80)— 
“This Day Forward” (RKO) (2d 
| wk). Slipped to $12,000 after solid 
| $17,500 opener. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,503; 44-70)— 








| “Devotion” (WB) (m.o.). Only $7,- 
'500. Last week, “Badman's Terri- 
tory” (RKO), fancy $12,500. 


| Palace (Loew) (2,370; 44-70)—“Do 
|; You Love Me” (20th) (2d wk). Just 

| passable at $14,000 after fine $21,000 
| opener, 


‘Gilda’ Terrif $10,000 


Standout in Omaha 


Omaha, June 11. 
“Gilda” is doing standout biz and 
will hit a terrific total. Others are 
not so hot, with “Bride Wore Boots,” 
at the Paramount, and “Dark 
Corner,” at Orpheum, only moderate. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)~ 
“Gilda” (Col) and “Game of Death” 
(RKO). Terrific $10,000, one of best 
ever at this spot. Last week, “Bad- 
|} man’s Territory” (RKO) and “Ding 
| Dong Williams” (RKO), okay $6,800. 
Paramount (Tristates) (3,000: 16- 
| 65 )— ‘Bride Wore Boots” (Par). Not 
too hot at $10,500. Last week, 
“Kitty” (Par), smash $16,300. 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 16-65) 
|—“Dark Corner” (20th) and “One 
| Way to Love” (Col). Modest $10.- 
000. Last week, “Three Strangers” 
| (WB) plus Chuck Foster, Dinning 
Sisters, others on stage, sock $23,200 
| near all-time top at 20-80c scale. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 16-65)—~ 
| “Kitty” (Par) (m.o.) and “Mysterious 
| Intruder” (Col) (Ist run). Light 
| $7,500 or over. 








Last week, “Dragon- 

;wyck” (20th) (m.o.) and “Gay 
Blades” (Rep) (1st run), $8,300. 

| State (Goldberg) (865; 15-50)— 

“Ziegfeld Follies” (M-G). Fine $3.- 

500. Last week. “Up Goes Maisie” 


(M-G) (3d run) and “Gay Cavalier’ 
j (Mono) (Ist run) $2,200, 


la 


Y 


ve 


bi 
;M 


qu 


M 





Biz is off, being partly blamed on 
baseball 
year. 
law,” 


Esquire 
starrer made picture history on first | 
week 


$24,000. 
Paramount (FWC) (2.646; 55-85)— 


Okay $27,000. 
St. Francis (FWC) (1,400; 55-85)— 
“Kitty” 


State 


wk). 
week, “No Time for Comedy” 
(reissue), $15,000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,207; 
54- 
Still terrific 
Last 
shattering $34.000. 
Warfield 
“Her Kind of Man” 
ner” 
week, “* 
wk), mild $16,000. 


‘Tomorrow Okay 2236 


ver, 
Last week, 
“Talk About a Lady” 
fine $5,000. 


—‘Blue 
Down to $12,000, but neat. Last week, 


Alibi” 


week, 
“Rendezvous 
quire, Webber, 


Alibi” 
Fair 
Love Me” 
24” 
good $3,700. 


“Badman’s 
“Partners in Time” 


Key City Grosses 





This Week ..... 
(Based on 21 cities, 
chiefly first runs, 


. $2,774,000 
177 thea- 


res, including 


Stein atid $2,785,000 
191 theatres) 


— 


Last Year 





‘Outlaw’ Huge 706, H.0. 


San Francisco, June 11. 


competish and season of 


| (1,841; 


346, ‘Gilda’ 286, 2d 


Detroit, June 11. 


“From This Day Forward” looks 
standout this week at the small- 
seater United Artists. “Postman 


Rings Twice” will get the top coin 
at the big Michigan where it is solid. 
Remainder of city is largely hold- 
over, with best showings being made 
by “Gilda” and “Badman’s Terri- 
tory.” 
Estimates for This Week 

United Artists (United Detroit) 

60-85) —"This Day Forward” 


(RKO) and “Truth About Murder” 
(RKO). Stout $24,000. Last week. 
“Devotion” (WB) and “Live Wires” 
(Mono) (2d wk), strong $18,000. 
Broadway-Capitol (3,000; 60-85)—~ 
“Badman’s Territory” (RKO) and 
“Strange Voyage” (Mono) (3d wk), 


Fine $14,000. Last week, good $17.- 


000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (4,049: 60-85) 
—‘Gilda” (Col) and “Night Editor” 
(Col) (2d wk). Nice $28,000. Last 


week, solid $36,000. 





Still outstanding is “The Oui- 
which will hit $70,000 or near | 
second week at the United Art’sts, | 
and Russell 


Tivoli. Jane 


with colossal $88,000 at the |} 


ne three spots, 
Estimates for This Week 


ad Bascomb” (M-G) (2d wk). 
wn to $19,000, but okay. Last week, 


(Par) (4th wk) (m.o.). ke 
$8,000. Last week, nice $10,500. 

(FWC) (2,133; 55-85)— 
ride Wore Boots” (Pay) (m.o.) (2d 
Not so good at $14,000. Last 
(WB) 


(2d wk). 
or near. 
record- 


(UA) 
$24.000 
at 


“Outlaw” 
with 
sensational 


85) — 
week, 
(FWC) 


(2,656; 55-85)— 


Palms-State (United Detroit) (2.- 
976; 60-95)—“Saratoga Trunk” (WB) 
and “College Queen” (Par) (4th 
wk). Good $16,000. Last week, 
grand $20,000. , 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,034: 
60-85) — “Postman Always Rings 
|Twice” (M-G) and “The Gay Cava- 
j lier” (Mono). Forte $34,000. Last 
week, “Road to Utopia” (Par) and 


“Shadow Returns” (Mono) (3d wk), 


fine $20,000 in 6 days. 


Fox (FWC) (2,651; 55-85)—‘“One — ’ 
More Tomorrow” (WB). Mediocie lo Downtown (Balaban) (2,685; 65- 
$24,000. Last week, “Bride Wore | 95)—"Notorious Lone Wolf” (Col) 

or, a ee ie with Ray Kinney orch, Chester Mor. 
Boots” (Par), sharp $31,000. ris, others, on stage. Lofty $31,000 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-35) |Last week. “One Exciting “Week” 

oe. (RKO) plus vaude/ (Rep) with Louis Prima orch, The 
hea ed by “Rhumba Revue” with | Pitchmen, the Barrets, others, on 
Ciro Rimac (2d wk), Slipped to $<1,- | stage, trim $32,000. 

000, but still good. Last weck, strong Adams (Balaban) (2,863; 60-85)— 
$36,000. “Dragonwyck” (20th) (2d wk) and 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (1,207; 55- | “Out of the Depths” (Col). Fine 
§5)—'‘Renegades” (Col) (2d wk). Off | $12,000. Last week, with “Strange 
badly to $11,500. Last week, smart | Triangle” (20th), pleasing $14,000. 


Madison (United Detroit) 
40-55)—““Whistle Stop” (UA) ‘and 
“Tars and Spars” (Col). Good $3.- 
000 in 3 days. Last week, “Spiral 
Staircase” (RKO) and “Pardon My 
Past” (Col), okay $2,400 in 3 days. 


Postman’ Hotsy 


30446 in Philly 


Philadephia, June 
Heat wave over weekend a 


(1,858: 








(WB) “Dark Coi- 
Medium $26.0Q0. Last 
(20th) «2d 


th). 
o You Love Me” 


————— ee 


In Slumping Denver 


thousands out of town shoreward, 
but there was plenty of biz left to 
make the current week a nice one 
for local filmers. Topper here is 
“Postman Always Rings Twice” 
playing sans vaude at Earle. In run- 
nerup position is “Spiral Staircase”, 
Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 40-85)—‘This 
Day Forward” (RKO). Fair $14.500. 





Denver, June 11. 
“One More Tomorrow” looks okay 


to good at three spots to win top | 
coin but not especially stout. 
Dahlia” 
third week at 
very -spotty, 


“Blue | 
is strong enough to win a 
the Denham. Biz is 
with take way off from 
st week in most houses, 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)—“Do 
ou Love Me” (20th) and “Rendez- 
yus 24” (20th), after week at Den- 
Esquire, Webber. Good $4,000. 
“Renegades” (Col) and 
(Col) (m.o.), 


(1,750: 35-70) 
(Par) (2d wk). 


(Cockrill) 
Dahlia” 


Denham 


g $17,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-70 )—“One 
ore Tomorrow” (WB) and “Dark | 
(Mono), day-date with Es- 
lire, Webber. Good $16,000. Last 
“Do You Love Me” (20th) and | 
24” (20th), also Es- 
big $18,000. 
Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—‘ 
ore Tomorrow” (WB) and “Dark | 
(Mono). also Denver, Webber. 
$3,000. Last week, “Do You 
(20th) and 
also Denver, Webber, | 


(RKO) (2,600: 35-74)— 
Territory” (RKO) and 


(20th), 
Orpheum 


Way off to about $9,000. Last week, 
big $20,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 35-74)— | 
BS ebay. te Holiday” (Col) and | 
“Blondie’s Lucky Day” (Col). Oke 
$9,000. Last week, egg 
Jones” (WB) and “Bohemian Girl 
(FC), good $10,000. 


Rialto (Fox) 


‘One | 


“Rendezvous | 


(RKO) (2d wk). | 


(878: 35-70)—“Rene- | 


Last week, “Because of Him” (U), 
$9,500. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (700: 40-85)— 
“Saratoga Trunk” (WB) (2d run), 
|About $6,500. Last week, “Devotion” 
(WB), mild $5,000 second run. 


Boyd (WB) (2,350; 40-85—‘Spiral 
| Staircase” (RKO). Good $25,500. Last 
week, “Kitty” (Par), okay $18,500 
| for third trip. 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 40-85 )—“Post- 
man Rings Twice” (M-G). Top of 
heap with great $36,500. Last week. 


“Deadline at Dawn” (RKO) and 
Louis Armstrong orch, fair $25,000. 
Fox (20tn) (2,250; 40-85)—"“Do You 


Love Me” (20th) (3d wk). Fairish 
$16,000. Second sesh was trim $23.000. 
Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 40-85 )— 
“Tomorrow Is Forever” (RKO) (2d 
run), (2d wk). Fine $7,000. Last 
| week, bright $9,500. 
| Keith’s (Goldman) (2,200: 40-85)— 
“Hoodlum Saint” (M- G) (2d run). 
| Thin $5,000. Last week, “Dark Cor- 
ner” (20th), $7,000 second run. 
Mastbaum (WB) (4,387; 40-85 )— 
“One More Tomorrow” (WB) (2d 
wk). — $19,000. Last week, nice 
| $28.5 
Stanley (WB) (2,950; 40-85 )— 
Sisters from Boston” 
Robust 
$27,500. 
Stanton 
| “Tangier” (U). 
week, “Black 
(Mono), $9,500, 


H.0.’S SLOW DOWN K.C;; 
‘LOVE ME’ FAT 136, 2D 


| Kansas City, June 11. 
Town is mainly in holdover as 


“Two 
(M-G) (3d wk). 
$18,000. Last week, stout 


(WB) 


| 


(1,475: 40-85)— 
So-so $10,500. Last 
Market Babies” 





gades” (Col) and “Talk About a four of five first-runs hold for sec- 
Lady” (Col), after week at Denver, | ond week. Onry newcomer is ihe 
Esquire, Webber, Aladdin. Fair ,Tower where “God’s Country” and 
$3,500. Last week, “Spider Woman | Stage show are landing the best fig- 
Strikes Back” (U) and “House of ure in several weeks. Among big 
Horrors” (U), big $6,000. holdovers is “Do You Love Me,” top- 
Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74)—“One | per among second week films. 
More Tomorrow” (WB) and “Dark | Estimates for This Week 
Alibi” (Mono), also Denver, Esquire.|_ Esquire - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Okay $3,500. Last week, “Do You Midwest) (820, 2.043, 700; 45-65) 
Love Me” (20th) and “Rendezvous | “Do You Love Me” (20th) (2d wk). 
24” (20th), good $3.700. i (Continued on page 18) 
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PICTURE GROSSES 








Chi Okay +0 Heat; ‘Kitty 456, | Me an 


yet two heity new bills “Badman’s 
t ow: t Territory” and “Heartbeat.” are | 
cfr q — ing the overall count in stride. | 


Biz in first half had weather oppo- |} 
sish from season's first heat spell. 
Holdovers “Two Sisters From Bos- | 
ton” and “Do You Love .Me’ are | 





Loop is being slugged with muggy Grosses Are Net 
weather, but some sharply exploited Film gross” estimates, as re- zippy. 
ow product and the air condition- | ported herewith from the vari- Estimates for This Week 


5 — s key cities, are net, i.e., with- , ‘ : = 
lls go¢ »ws for many spots. ous , Boies Albee (RKO) (3,100: 44-70)— 
ing spells good news y | out the 20% tax. Distributors 


Chicago, June ll. * ee 
{ 
| 








99 ceetl ‘lita on stage, is | : |“Heartbeat” (RKO) Sturdy $16,000. | g 

Suspense,” with romain : t} goad share on net take, when playing {Same last week for “One More To- | 
} ling for sock $60,000 at — percentage, hence the estimated | morrow” (WB) 

120 Kitty” and “Gilda” are fight- figures are net income. Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 44-70) 

suit for top straight-film hon- The  parenthetic admission | Two Sisters From Boston” (M-G) 

. with $45,000 and $30,000 respec-| prices, however, as indicated, in- bly Stic GEREN cnanien ree 
tively it State-Lake and United 7 clude the U.S. amusement tax. ton ‘ al . 

\ t { Grand (RKO) (1,430; 44-70)—‘“Do 
a toga Trunk,” on moveover | 


, | You Love Me” (20th) (m.o.). Hotcha 
he State-Lake to = soo | | d | Off B | $8,500. Ditto last week on “Dark 
Il pulling ‘em in at $21,000. | n S ll ;}Corner” (20th). 

Pp e remains in the chips, with D e | Keith’s (United) (1,500; 44-70)- 
695 00 tor “Night in Paradise and | “One Way to Love” (Col) and “Meet 


I h About Murder,” second 6 ° ? |Me On Broadway” (Col). Slow $4.- 
stanza errilo | 000. Last week, “Kitty” (Par), fourth 
Estimates for This Week ba en a. bo age - — 
‘B&K) (1,200; 65-95) | Lyric (R ) (1,400; 44-70 )—"“Dar 
in Trunk” (WB) (0th week Indianapolis, June 11, | Corner” (20th ) (m.o.). Fairish $4,000. 
tnurntoure) Lusty $21,000. Last Film biz here has tumbled from | Last week, “Diary of Chambermaid” 
“Dragonwyck” (20th) (7th | year’s peak during the past week, | (UA) (m.o.), limp $3,000. 

wle) thin $17,000. | holdovers and season’s first heavy; Palace (RKO) (2,600: 44-70)— 

Chicaso (B&K) (3,900; 65-95)— draw of outdoor competish being |“Badman’s Territory” (RKO). Big 
Sicpense” (Mono) with Belita, | felt. “Postman Rings Twice” at | $17,500. Juve interest aided by pony 
a O ns on stage. Lofty $60,000 | Loew's and “Kitty” at Indiana are| giveaways on stage to Times-Star 
ios k. “Cinderella Jones” (WB) below average in second stanzas. | carriers in subscription contest. Last 
mere Wot dy Herman orch on stage | “Badman’s Territory” at Circle and} week, “Do You Love Me” (20th), 
Md wk). off to $42,000. |““Murder in Music Hall” at Lyric, | swell $16,500. 

‘Garrick »=(B&K) (900; 65-95)— | look barely fair as new entries. | Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 44-70)— 
“Bandit Sherwood Forest” (Col) | _ Estimates for This Week “One More Tomorrow” (WB) (m.o.). 
(7th wk Hot $17,000. Last week,| Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 40-60) | So- so $4,500. Last week, “Bride 
= » $18,000 “Badman’s Territory” (RKO) and | | Wore Boots” (Par) (m.o.). slick $6.- 
Grand (RKO) (1,150; 65-95) “One Exciting Week” (Rep). Week’ s | 500. 

“Badman’s Territory” (RKO) and/| best at $12,000. Last week, eae | ——______—_ 


“Dressed to Kill” (U) (m.o.). Pert | Dong Williams” (RKO) and Sp 


69500, Last week, fine $11,000. | Jones orch on stage. Terrific $31, 50 6 
Oriental (Essaness) (3,240; 65-95) | at new 48-74c combo scale. er an 0 
Hoodlum Saint” (M-G) with Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; = so) 


t a ; y “ k) 
Connee Boswell heading stage bill Kitty” (Par) (d w 
pret , a 025 000. I ae weck $11,000 after sizzling $22 600. Pest | ° 
1 t . { m Pere . 4ah. ° “ eek 
450.000 ° 
>» lace KO 2.500; 65-95) Wee Se mye 
. ; in Math ” ‘ U) and “Truth _Postman Rings Twice” (M-G). Slow ? . 


About Murder’ (RKO) (2d. wk) $10,000 on holdover after hefty ar . : 
and £95000, Last week. muscu- $20,700 opene: Providence, June 11. 
a £95 00 Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 40-60) Majestic is riding high this week 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500: 65-95) = Murde: _in Music | Hall (Rep) | with “Her Kind of Man,” only new 
“wy inian” (Par) (2d wk). Sharp “ : a of Pat is (Rep ). Not | show in town. Others are holdovers 
6109000. Last week. healthy $26,000. ad $7,900 first-run Last week, | and fairly strong. Second week win- 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 65-95) ‘Devotion” (WB), thin $5,000 on /ners are Loew's State’s “Postman 
. = ‘ey , i moveovel 


“Kitty” «Par). Opulent $45,900. Last | Always Rings Twice” and RKO AI- 

we Saratoga Trunk” (WB) (9th P 5 | bee’s “Badman’s Territory.” Sudden 

clo. fine $23.000 S L B (0) fF | H rise in weekend temperatures helped, 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 65- t. 00 silea ee S ot if anything. 


5 Gilda” (Col) Lush $30,900. W h B ‘Gild ? T ll Estimates for This Week 
Last k, “Ziegfeld Follies” (M-G) eat er ul l a a Albee 4 » he 


(RKO) (2,200; 44-65) 
Gt who. tidv $20.000 


: i “Badman’s Territory” (RKO) and 
Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 65-95)— | 206; ‘Forever’ OK 18G “Ding Dong Williams” (RKO) (2d 


“Tomorrow Is Forever” (RKO) (8th wk). Fairly heavy $12,000 for 6-day 
wk). Tolerable $16.000. Last week, St. Louis, June Il. _ | stand. First week, great $20,000. 
‘ot bad $18.000 Stiff opposish from the Municipal | 


Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
“Walk In Sun” (20th) and “Ava- 
anche” (PRC). Fairly good $6,000. 
szast week, “Gilda” (Col) (3d down- 


_ Theatre in Forest Park and other 
. P outdoor attractions plus near mid | | 
Summer Slump in Mpls.; summer temperature is reflected in | 7 
reduced grosses at the big houses t 

| 

i 

| 


rat ; | rk), $5,000. 
‘ ? G currently. “Gilda,” running solo, is oe 
Tomorrow Oke at 10 9 the best draw at Loew’s. 


“Tomorrow Fay’s (Fav) (1,400: 44-65)—“Allot- 


‘ ’ 1): Is Forever” dualed with “Ding Dong ;|™ent Wives” (Mono) and vaude on 
Love Me Mildish 136 Williams” js runnerup at the Am- | Stage. Steady $6,000. Last week. 


Dassador ;" Joe Palooka, Champ” (Mono) and 
Minneapolis, June 11. Estimates for This Week — nice $7,000. 
Grosses continue to take on a sum- Loew's ‘Loew) (3,172: 44-65)— Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 44-65)—~| 


mer complexion and head down- .“Gilda” (Col). Great $20,000. Last “Her Kind of Man” (WB) and 
vard No soaring figures are in! week, “Night in Casablanca” (UA) | “Dressed to Kill” (U). Sock $17,000. 
sight. “Do You Love Me” and “One |and “Devil's Mask” (Col), sock $23,- |Last week, “Do You Love Me” 
More Tomorrow” are the newcomer | 000. "| oth (2d wk), good $10.000. 

leaders. but “Hguse of Dracula” is Orpheum (Loew) (2.000: 44-65)— Metropolitan (Snider) (3.100; 63- 
giving good boxoffice account of it-|“Night in Casablanca” (UA) and|85)—“Live Wires’ (PRC) and Dr. | 
self, too. Holdovers include “Post- | “Devil's Mask” (Col) (m.o.). Neat | Neff on Stage. Three-day run very 
man Always Rings Twice” in its /}$10.500. Last week, “The Outlaw” | weak $3,500. Last week. “Game of 
third downtown week, and “Dragon- | «+UA), $10,000. 


“ 2 a |Death” (Mono) and Hal Mcintyre 
wyck,” “Heartbeat” and “Devotion Ambassador (F&M) (3.000; 44-65) | orch on stage, nice $8,500 in 4-day 
In thei econd.  First-named is “Tomorrow Is Forever” (RKO) / weekend stand : 
stro. t of lot. ind “Ding Dong Williams” (RKO), | State (Loew ) (3900: 44-65) 

Estimates for This Week Solid $18.000. Last week, “One More |“Postman Rings Twice” | M-G) (2d 

Aster (Par) (900; 25-35)—"Texas | Tomorrow’ (WB) and “Blondie’s| wk). Slowed up to fairly good 
Jamboree” (Col) and “In Fast Com- | Alibi” (U), $20,000 '$14,500 after hitting knockout $27,- 
pany (Mono). Good $2,000 for 4 Fox (F&M) (5,000; 44-65)—“Her | 500 in opener. 

ays. Last week, “Phantom Thief” | Kind of Man” (WB) and “Perilous | Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) | 
(Col) and “Johnny Comes Flying | Holiday” (Col), 3 days, and “You |—*Kitty” (Par) (8d wk). Still good 


Home” (20th) split with “Man Who! Love Me” (20th) and “Johnny | $10.000. 
Dared” (Col) and “Strange Imper- |Home” (20th) (2d wk) 4 days. Nice 


sation” (Rep), okay $2,500 in 7 days. | $17.000. Last week, “Love Me” 4 neem nn 


Second week, nice $12,500. 





Heat Bops Bway But ‘Sisters’-Ritz 
Bros., Barrie Huge 1086; ‘Bride -Gray 
106, Paradise 206, Runaround it 


doldrums this w 
tinuance of the ! 
g around 115,000 pe 





. These include 





less ee oS 


“Br ide Wore ~sel 
| the ¢ G on Gray 
dan’ s Ty mpany 





good profit for Dropping off to ar 


with Les Elgart orch and Pat Rooney 


about $20,000. 





night (Tues.) disappointingly at only 
$20,000 but remains over. “ 

new tenant at 
. is failing to draw 
moderate $22,000. 


and Count Basie 


was stout $83,000. 
“Without Reserva- 


another that’s running 
at an indicated $29,000. 
grind out only $7.000 
with reissue of ‘ 
Among a few holdovers that show 

i strength tops T 








probable $20,000. L 





good $30,000. 





cinta ies Neale inde sen cha 


Tommy Tucker 
| where in the ; : ; 
thereabouts on b! 


Estimates for 


Still comfortably 
indicated $32,000. 


ae 


“Two Sisters From Boston” 


Winter Garden 


orch (5th wk) fell off sharply towar 
end to finish at $66,000, 
Criterion (Loew's) 


Not doing well at only 


ANDREWS 41s LIFT 
‘DAWN’ 346, 


SFATTLE 


groove this week 
Maritime Interna- 


i _ —— 
Oe ar A a St NN 


Progress figured 
Orpheum is stepping out with An- 
drews Sisters on stage plus 
line at Dawn” 


y. this week lookin 
while second was fine $27,000. 


—— 


to hit all-time vaude- 


‘ to fitth’s $32,000 i a 
Estimates for This 





Century (Par) (1,600; 44-60)— | “Johnny,” sock $28,000 


“Diary of Chambermaid”™ 
“Gentleman Misbehaves” 
Oke $5,000 in 4 days after nice 


“Dragonwyek” (20th) (m.o.). Fairly | Missouri. (F&M) (3,500; sittinen| 
o word $7.000. Last week, “Blue Dah- “One More Tomorrow” (WB) and | ll a it eat, lacalions: 
li . (Par) (2d wk), good $6.500. “Dark Corner” (20th). Fine $16,000. 


| 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—‘House | Last week. “Dark Corner” (20th) | 
of Dracula” (U). Strong $5300. Last | and “Rendezvous” (20th). $15,000 _| 
| 


week “Black Marke Babies St. Louis (F&M) (4,000: 50-60)— 
(Mono), $4,500 


ci, Mamet sane | ae ann coe -.| Jones 196, 2 Spots; Whistle aN, ad 


Glass Alibi (Rep). Nice $6,00 
man Rings Twiee”’ (M-G) (m.o.). ' I | 


Last week, “Masquerade Me aia s 
Here after two weeks at State. Fast | (Par) and “musi ® Slagle’s” (Par) * Boston, June 
$5.500. L: ee lag Mins sag ee BS a ous wie Harvard's Commencement, occa- 
. ast week, “Saratoga Trunk” | ¢2 ggg. ale ' 
‘WB) (th wk). good $5.000 in 6 sional outbursts of good weather and 


eas | vacation preparations will combine | 
_ Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 44-60) ‘Love Me’ $7, 300, Lincoln this week to slough the boxoffice | 


One Nore Tomorrow” (WB). Okay take in nearly all spots. Even “Bad- 


$10,000 or over. Last week. “Heart- Lincoln. June 11. | man’s Territory” is sagging at the | 
beat” (RKO), good $12,000. Torrid weather is sending people | RKO Boston, despite a new stage | 
Radio City (Par) (4,000: 44-60)— to air-conditioned theatres, with biz | layout for second stanza 
“Do You Love Me™ (20th). Moderate , holding well Estimates for This Week 
$13,000. Last week, “Dragonwyck” Estimates for This Week | Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— | <. 
‘20th). fine $16,000. Lincoln (LTC) (1.500; 44-55) —|“Badman’s Territory” (RKO?) (2d /°* 
RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 44-60)—,“Do You Love Me” (20th). Strong | wk) with Merry Macs, Berry Bros. | 
a ‘artbeat” (RKO) (m.o.). Satisfac- | $7,300. Last week, “Kitty” (Par). | others, on stage. Weak $2 ge Last 
eV $9,000 after week at Orpheum. | $7.500 | week, with Milt Herth Trio, others 
— gr “Devotion” (WB), $6,000. Stuart (LTC) hor yg strong $36,000. 
tate (Par) (2,300: 44-60)—“Bride | “Hearts Growing Up” (Par). Not too _ i(M_P 19 9 ) 
W ‘re Boots” (Par). Crix no like but | good $6,200 Last week, “Bride ft A : FP cage k $2 Aa 
'ooks trim $11,000. Last weck, “Post- | Wore Boots” (Par), $6,700 e $7,500 against last week's. bi s $9,000 
nan Rings Twice” (M-G) (2d wk),! Varsity «NTC? (1,100; 39-90) — ~<a ey 


‘ ae ae i 75 0-80 )— 
big $11.500 after terrific $17,000 first | “Perilous Holiday” (Col). Split atcteeite Senuae” CHIT ded “Ee Ca 
week week with “Diary of Chambermaid Sacramento” (Rep). Only $7,000. Last 
Uptown (Par) (1.100: 44-50)—;¢«(UA) Around $6,009. Last week, week “Devotion” (WB) _ tnt a One | 
“Ziegfeld Follies” (M-G). First nabe | “Cinderella Jones” (WB) and “Tar- Fx ‘ting Week” (Rep). $1] bd yn 
‘howing, good $3,500. Last week, | zan Leopard Woman” (RKO) $5,000. | ©™ "Ss . sep, 9 


“Virginian” (Par), $3.800 Nebraska (LTC) (1,126; 9-43) — Majestic (‘Brand-Mage} (1,500; 40- 
World (Par- Steffes) (350: 44-80)—- “Kitty” (Par) (mo.). and “Johnny 80)—"Whistle Stop” (UA) and “Ju- 
“Devotion” (WB) (m.o.). Here after Comes Flying” (20th). Good $2,200. | nior Prom” ‘«Mono) (d wk). Just 
“ ~Y first RKO-Pan stanza. Fair $2.- | Last week. “Ragged Angels” (Film | $10,000. Last week $12.000 for same 
00. Last wee k. “Yank in London” Classics) nd “Oliver the Eighth Memorial (RKO? (2.9090: 40-80) 


(20th . light $1.500. j tIndie), stout $2,500. i Heartbeat (RKO) and ‘Mon in 





‘ »S Hof 
|Last week, $31,000. Modest $7,000 


Metropolitan (\V 


Stout $24,000. 


Off to $22,000. 


State (Loew) (3.200: 35 


| _ Translux (Translux) (900; 3 
i“ Valley of Zombies” 


Winter Garden (Sterl 
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IT CAN’T BE JUST LUCK! 


There has never been a period in film annals when any company has 


delivered such a continuous flow of big pictures as M-G-M. 


One right after another: “Adventure,” “Ziegfeld Follies of 1946” in 
Technicolor, “The Postman Always Rings Twice,” “The Green Years,” 


eC 


Two Sisters from Boston”—and now “Three Wise Fools.” 


* When “Three Wise Fools” had its first Theatre Preview in California, 


(continued) 


— 4 


- 
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(continued) 
M-G-M was elated by the reports. The audience laughed and wept and 


sat enthralled. Hollywood acclaimed a new sensation. 


The picture had a heart, they said. They loved the story of the little 
[rish-girl-with-a-brogue (played by Margaret O’Brien) who brought sun- 
shine into the lives of three hard-bitten bachelors. They predicted that 


it was the sure-fire stuff to pour gold into the cofters of theatres. 


Now the print has come East. We previewed the picture in a typical 


neighborhood theatre, Loew’s 72nd Street in New York City. 


Gentlemen, it was simply thrilling to watch those average folks enjoy 
our picture. Time will confirm what we tell you now, but mark this 
prophecy: ““Three Wise Fools’ will be one of the most beloved pictures 


of our time—beloved by you for the business it will do— beloved for 





the joy it will bring to millions of Americans in every corner of the land.” 


we gf 
oots 
1SE F ING 
1s REE THE con S 
ie . . oro picture 
GREA e - 


. MARGARET O’BRIEN, LIONEL BARRYMORE, 
LEWIS STONE, EDWARD ARNOLD, RAY COLLINS, 
JANE DARWELL, CHARLES DINGLE, CYD CHARISSE, 
HARRY DAVENPORT and THOMAS MITCHELL. 
Screen Play by John McDermott and James O’Hanlon, Story by John 
McDermott. Based Upon the Play by Austin Strong. Staged by 
Winchell Smith. Presented by John Golden, Directed by 
EDWARD BUZZELL. Produced by WILLIAM H. WRIGHT 
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French Producers Denounce Pact 














|Can’t Get Away With It 


Paris, June 11 
Army C.1.D. men entered 
Cinema when 
down on Champs 


Tw oO 
the Triomphe 


their car broke 


The Kingmaker 




















| 


} doing 
j revue 


land 


Plays Abroad 


strictly local catiber which is sure of 

business since the only other 
in Paris is the Folies Ber 
Opening was delayed several 1i 
even now there is variance bee 
tween the program and actval sii 
Revue’'s best points are much 


ePecre, 
mes, 


! Guiv 
Mt iy, 


nice costumes and several ..o0d sect 
The name of the house also ts a lore, 
There is no American talent in the 
cast. Billy Ray, announced soan 
American tap dancer, is a Hun¢arian 
Varna had the same wrebiem as 
Paul Derval of the Folies Be r } 
| finding a femme star sin Pari 
shy of any equivalent of Mistineucit 
He brought in Yvonne Darvic who 
comes irom the province: here sl 
was singing operettas, SI hy 
brunet with enough of a voice to be 
heard above the chorus ec\ i 1 
show has no music worthy ¢i ) a 
tion, In her several appearance she 
fives a good account of hersclt bie 
cluding the final curtain when she 
ldiseards her long dress«¢ to appear 
in tights. For a night club scene she 
is a torch singer standing on a huge 
champagne cup from which bubb'es, 
are blown justifying the “extra ary” 
name. This is produced ‘yy fast re- 


i volving gadgets dipping in a 


quid 


| plastic solution and projecting what 
looks like soap bubbles. This tse of 
plastic is the sole novelty of the 
show. 

Opening scene show the manine- 
quins each representing one of ‘the 
revues formerly produced at this 
}house. An important sequence has 
| Michel Dolmo, as Bluebeard. hand- 
ing his keys t0 Michel Bernerdini, 
his wife, before leaving her in their 
i} bedroom. Set changes to the treasure 
room where nude girls come out as 
iewels, each carrying stones of ap- 
propriate color. The forbidden closet 
then is elevated into view, with more 
nudes representing the murdered 
wives, Dolmo returns, strips Miss 
Bernardini and perforins me sort 
lof adagio with her. 

Other sequences with outstanding 
isets are the night club scene where 
ithe bubble machine is cmployed, a 


grand opera ball under Napeleon IIT, 
ith nice costumes and soine classical 


| dancing by Marie Louise Jidion and 
Christian Arnaut, Also scene in 
ancient Greece, opening with nude 
mannequins taking their places as 


p 
r 
| 


Luter 
where 


ornaments in house 
this is replaced by a 


portico 
stadium 


chariot race shows the horses re- 
we by nude girls. 

rather sexy episode opens with 

mt. issmnenatinalien coming on stase one 

jat a time, wearing garb appropriate 


| 


j 
| 





|} to the period in which various paint- 


ers known for their nude lived, 
Each is stripped individually, and 
then goes backstage to take her place 
in a huge cut-out frame here she 
poses as a well-known painting. 
Stage is turned into a wide stare 
on which the line of girls, 24 colored 
costumes become the painter's coiors. 
Another sequence shows 
comes of a song from the time ic is 
written until it finally dies out or 
then blooms out again. ‘This last 
shows the mannequins, each dressed 
with one flower, on a lJatiiced prop. 
Another big set shows Svunish 
arena in which Miss Didion per- 
forms a Spanish dance. On another 
appearance she does a very cliss-cal 
(Continued on page 60) 


' 4 ' 
trail ve? 





London, June 4. 
m or 8 S ne lla Eivsees Next patron to be i ae ok , Ginnaee 
ht ushered was Matthew Spence, [new pi n three t# (1 scenes) by Mare 
} loment. 1 
of Baltimore, a GI who had | « cee Dace _ John Clemer \ 
. ; St es the: 
Paris, June 11. | twice broken jail. Recognizing | Riehard, Marl ef Warwick, .John Cleme: 
. ‘ Ps : re »’ Bal nhe ¢ York Robert bas on 
} 1 cte here ¢ sas r cS him by the flash of an usherette's Baward, Duk 
As had been” expected here . S ! \ eth agg ny Riese "prochain, etme 
| ' verges 1,000 British Pheatre: vial ‘Secon Way SRUOR (on tote ct [EE Scns tome. Vanibengh 
ae ae a Violated Quota in “45 i French gendarme and snapped Margaret Woodvill Rosemary Davis 
e > U. S.-French agree- 7 ; poe las Anthony W 1 hy Catrell 
nounced the U. S.-Fre n J ‘ Sa . ates Sum @ handeuffs on him without di \. tho Ba apo : ~ied tee 
ment on how new American films > 1945 turbing the audience I prir Tee HH Shep) 
“a ' ‘eonne Jace More than 1,000 theatres ‘ b “i ; 
can be imported into France, Jac i ly witl ve ent Picture being hown in the ep \ 
. : ! h Sen | f ed to comp with go i t * : : r RX ' 
aque F. Frogeries, head of the sy! x eer * Lich ed es theatre was “You Cal Get ' ‘ le \ ‘ 
P ; > . uocta uation \ if { > Os : ; An 
ate of French Film Producet Guo ireu . sapitty rd ’ | Rarth wy) ’ ' 
gg ‘ench film them to show at least 17'2 per cent Away..with Murdet lJobn C Russel pi 
wus varned that the French film fies R ‘ ye eR REE J = | 
’ ‘ \ sh films eason 1S snorta ; 
industry could not survive the “un- | British filn } ee eee ad ; - ; fiietins cie 
qual” competition of increased film | British product which consisted - | First of the sea ons reper.ory, this 
equa compe ; Boe hed | 67 features in 1944-45, three less than iis John Clements’ initial effort as 
imports from the U. S He describec sili A 0 e al ! 0 actor-manapge Ot its type, a salis- 
1, mn pre ous ar. ‘ : 
film production in F1 as the|1 A ote rs Z sincltass “Stein ailiatiblbs fying piece of stagecraft that wiil ap- 
country 5 a cond largest industry 0 if ; ‘ . Iv from time ts ken be al 1o lovers ol h sto) ical subjects 
Frein¢ producers have renewed | SEe San pein iat I 7 Set in medieval England with plot 
up in making sucn pictures as . ' iter-p] { ra] itrigue 
the old plea that they be given six|* . “a uke’ and counter-plot of royal intrigue, 
in 1e for | “Caesar and Cleopatra” (two years), lstory is of necessity episodic and | 
out of seven weeks playing time fol ere ee a — : 
each 13-week period. Under the pact | “Men of Two Worlds, Beware of | runs too long. It compares favorably 
pac! 3o-week c oa. ni I « A : es <n : “4 } } A 7 ; s ‘ 
“inns shy, r 19 ek ‘ith | Pity.” “Carnival, ana London | London, June 11, | with John Gielgud’s production of 
eT os ae oe Se een Town” hich took over a year to} ; } “Richard of Bordeaux” several vears 
. . Ow ’ « a <i t os "he ar < ne ‘ > “ < a Cys ars 
the remainder of the world market seth re ; ie ee ee sr ht a per The tilting of thrones, the giv- | 
, . 4 : ' . ylete. , , “.- sicals as | €8O. BR ’ } } 
free to bid for the other nine weeks. , compiete ih a hibit- | 9 Produce any more musicals has | ioe ia eaavcides Ok vane pelaonin | 
aa : 1 +) liding Knowing the difficulty of exhib) changed his mind. He intends to do | ge OF | g pri 
They have not mentioned the shaing = oi: Sn een the Guee to | Chang S| - ne epi” {AS pawns in European politics and 
scale of the agreement, which would | ‘ 8: Bove a" fi ' = ; th: t alhiad the another edition o1 Shepard . a” 7s the topical “ofl ith his head” tend- 
give French product a better break Violations. ts _— ; ‘th ‘eahibe te ntatively titled “More Shepard's lency xive the story perpetual drama 
f the local industry doe not stage films were noot maae, t IDS Pie, with a cast headed by Arthur and suspense 
hi ic Ce nilgGus AVES | t oles ‘ ‘ o - 
- : : Rend +} couldn't show them, Riscoe, Richard Rearne, Eddy Gray Action is focused on the powertul | 
the comeback expected. Entire pact st e, | aay A 1 
‘tiated. it’s understood here Pe ee jand Douglas Byng. Wendy Toye, who | Earl of Warwick who, when one 
nig reg? “ "ig is I <n Bec | directed Charles Cochran's “Big ; young kinsman on whom he bestows 
so that the French picture busines | a ; . | or . ‘Ss unworthy rompt- 
Ben,” is to direct. Show replaces | the crown proves unworthy, prom] 
would be protected until it started | § | J lk W. Her’s “Me rie England.” at lly restores the one he supplanted. | 
. JACK é Ss i *r11e atts tk: ’ « a ~ ‘ 
miuking stronger product. Also there | p ac vale Meta .|This results in a clash of arms. In 
, hich 1 1 | ithe Princes sometime in September. | ; , ‘ig 1s 
is an escape clause which would | K h H written new ithe end, surprised in battle, the dic- | 
. : > “ne as vr » | 
enable a re-review of the situation | » ° e enneth inke saeng adits |tator-kingmaker is stabbed in the 
if not working out as anticipated by | (| play “Fools Rush ys ee e- | back by the younger brother of his | 
|ing presented by Linnit & untee, | protege 
ther side IC i ] S$ . ~_ aoe ees I mes 7 : 
‘ : : 2 z and which stars Derek Farr, Elsie | John Clementg, best known as a 
French public admittedly is anx- Gray, Jessica Spencer, Joyce Bar-|screen plaver, ‘gives an idealized 
s “le8 + . , } Xray) Jv Coole “ . vMV~” < je pia, . &! « Oats . 
ious to see new American product, | Washington, June 11. l bour: and Bernard Lee, with Rich-| forceful portrayal of the title role 
having been fed a diet of weak pic- | The picture, “Abe Lincoln in Ili- lard Bird set to produce. Show tours | Entirely different, but of equal merit 
tures, Many made here while the nois.” broke all Nip house records | the provinces for eight weeks be- | is the pe rformance of Robert Eadi- 
French producers had a monopoly, | when it opened in Tokyo during | oye coming to London. son as the weakling puppet monarch 
from French studios and oldie U. S. April, bettering figures previously} fymile Littler has a new play by | Kay P cecong eye b) —_ — and 
Sims. Frogeries Sdmitied that Amer set by “Watch on the Rhine” and one | Clemence Dane, as yet untitled, with weer h i the kis . ie Bp 
ic; listri ‘Ss , ; a . : m5 . | . : : : of i} wido vho 2 king secre Nar- 
ican distributors would send outy Deanna Durbin film, This is re-/ a cast headed by Sybil Thorndike, | ries, but she se ems a little out of het 
si a . . TA . o | ‘i = ' f | ‘ : ae : a | Ss, : : SG 
their best films here although a ported in the Ap! il summation of | Judy Campbell, Leon Quarte! main, |element. Supporting cast jis excel- 
producer quarters an attempt Was | non-military activities in Japan is- | William Fox and Marius Goring. | Jent, and production flawless 
made to sen the public that only | sued Sunday (9) by the office of | Will tour provinces for several Margaret Luce, the authoress, is a 
weak Americans fare would be sent | General Douglas MacArthur, Su-| weeks before opening here. lsociety woman and new to the West 
to France, preme Commander for the Allied | Fred Thompson's musical, which | End but her dialogue has wit and 
= | Powers. | Was to have been presented by Jack a easier vn hast san ne 
° - « yy} thinla . over ner coloqiulahisms bu ey a 
e | Report says nine Hollywood fea- Hy lion as starz ing ve hicle fou Bud 1 | if <) te | 
: v4 7 - Ws |} pleasantly on moaern ears. 11 | 
0 e -Im ose 1X i i } Flanagan, will be @one by Jack Wal- |! 
We Pp }tures, nine documentaries and two | ; a4 aga, ie | ene d, the play might have wider 
. e shorts have been received in Japan | *€!- | appeal. Ciem. 
Quota In Selling France and are being shown in titled ver- | | —____—_— 
: {sions tn leading houses there. The 
Tac Y: . » , 
W ashington, June 11. _|American-Japanese Motion re BOLLE GETS HARLEY’ S Paris Extra Dry : 
How the American film industry Assn., is using 12 mobile crews Paris. May 30. 
avoid ding France with|, °° ae Hen) ra production of revue in two 
hopes to — ing F , tour small towns and \ ‘al 20TH SPOT IN BRITAIN ec (3 he Pippin alee gene A ty 
. rear ACK o . . q° " « 
its 6-yeal a — Ps hg a wt |showed our documentaries in April ures ry Max, Rene Kinet, Claude Bon- 
sei d toc 4 = yt pe! . 1lil- Ito nearly 200,000 people in Northern Otto W. Bolle has been named hi ae cn _ a . ‘ —_ - ‘ _ ‘ a ha fs 
‘ture Assn. of Amer- , Pe uu, Je te 
ken, one scomge oe a aid that U.S Honshu. Live plays, newsreels,| managing director of 20th-Fox op-| poe 1.) Alexiane, Christiane Muller 
a ih ot poate ; erin vie +h , - radio, entertainment and documen-|erations in Great Britain, succeed- Amy Colin, Je JF Daniell, Ms cheline Be 
istriputors ropose to work TOL | > ‘ ‘ . _ . 4 : ora 0 tiurdini, Colette Antony wnsu pal ' 
+3 : a ar .~s sot Ae to use|? films are extensively used by | ing Francis L. Harley, who was ap-| you ‘Mansfield. Marie leuice bi hac 
1e austry s EK} ssn, i se - c , 
™ hoop . i wes on pictures re MacArthur to show that democracy | pointed last week to head 20th op- | Christian Arnaut, Pierre Le Rau, B Ra 
a self-impose ota on pictures re- | Page 7 | . : a : . tumk Walan Leaded iv ii 
, ben Li os . 4 * F ; means responsibility as well as free- | erations in Europe, Scandinavia, the ogy PR $0 by lienel Varta atid Mac 
 aaiiiiine famine tee bistaew of ve dom. Middle East and Africa. Bolle, for- | ¢a). Music hy Jose Padilla, Vineent Seotte 
Millike racec e history of re- ; , Poets ; ey : Rs op creer “aie 
t oe inlets teen Wreaeh nee Japan has just produced a feature | merly 20th supervisor in Australasia, _ - ve, Ke Rel 1. vn . ig 
e ; ) é s ro ; ro- » . fi ° ae ' I oes “OF . . fellv Golet : me Courtior costun \ 
prin agin ay lg film, “Victory of Women,” which em- | South Africa and the Far East, wilh | oo ee Ron- 
cucers over the recently made U. S.- ios : te anietaage taymiond Fost, ' * Mca 
. , , bodies the concept of woman's | headquarter in London. nat: sets by Raymond Fost, Clavie i, 
France import pact, stressing that lequality with man The ne j : omm Untied: cence’ ailine P. Court. Six- 
° . “5 i an, ) y © > . 5 : : _ ) 
over-production in France appar- “atch Big Rhine ih sci ja | Bolle will also become managing teen girls, 12 models, eight men. At Casine 
: . : | iic @) I if # Was “oO - | direc . . co} T , . Ss . aris, 
ently is the big headache. He said | saa in Toky rsd Ky ha wt directo of Britis h Movietone News, } wea. 
: 1 . » IKVO, Saka, FOLo a | j } ta so bne , . — ’ 
that the unrestricted production dur- | * _s : k |Lid. With 20th for the last 10 years, ari Varn teran Paris show- 
agovE ing presente , Henri Varna, veteran Pari: 
; . Nagoya, being presented by the Zen- | he was named to the Far East post fae : 
ing the war had resulted in the nor- hinge teoume which oreviousiy ores | ; man, currently reviving “No, No, 
s 4a troupe whic reviously pre- ’ ’ . ; 
mal number of French producers é ti pr usiy pre- \ during his annual visit to the h.o. Nanette.” has produced a revue of 
owing fr r 5 rman sented Drinkwater’s “Lincoln. UL Ge VE DDE ue ett 106 este te ii 
growing from 15 to 50. It was in- The milita overament ts , = , _ iF . 
- P ar Jover , S fOS- |} ay ‘ive ‘re - 
dicated that this, of course, meant vata die p Bosch aes — “Ghik N. Y., having arrived here from Infantile P lvsi 
: ‘re - a atio ( s « | Gy - in ifaw ~, 
weak screen production and a sur- engekijin Kyc kai the N os Th ret ‘pes in May. nrantile aralysis 
, : ; ; , ka New eatr — 2°. Ses 
lus of films that go begging for : ; af . . . P 
anh . os | People’s Society, to further democ- | Slows Up Aussie Biz 
« >. ° . . 
merits . racy in the -atre, started w . x Rardin aw @ 
Milliken also outlined the prob- 350° a, ey Fhe ccs ith Irish Students Like Sydney, May 28._ 
lems confronting U. §S. distribs in 290 members, a eatrical artists. | American Films Best. Big outbreak of infantile paralysis | 
getting remittances out of France. alae 


biggest being when this coin can be 


Obtained and at what rate. He ex- Mixup Over Remake Rights. 
plained that the money falls into 

four categori First is that accu- | 0 ‘L J M D | 
mulated prior to the outbreak of | n e our’ ay elay 
war; secondly, there is the coin ob- | 


RKO Production Plans :. 


tained in southern France; also that 


received from distribution of OWI Paris. June 4. 
pictures; and in the final category,| Difficulties loom over the sale of 
the money received from rental of | remake rights to Hakim Bros. on | 
= films offered exhibitors after the | the French picture, “Le Jour Se | 
war. Leve” made by Sigma Productions. | 
Poland plans to send a representa- The film, starring Jean Gabin, | 
tive to N. Y. to talk with American | opened at the Madeleine here a few 
film officials regarding a distribu- days before war broke out. 
tion deal in that country. At pres- A re port from England is that re- 
ent, no U. S. films are released in! make rights were bought by RKO 
Poland. Milliken also revealed that | on the understanding that all prints 
the public in that country wants to 5), distribution outside of France 
see Yank screen product. and Belgium be destroyed. Sisma 


productions here claims 
nothing about the RKO deal, and say 
remake rights have been sold to the 
Hakims, with the exception of France 


knowing 


David Rose, Par’s British 
Chief, Here for Confabs 


David Rose, managing director for and Belgium, where the picture is 
Paramount in Great Britain, arrived distributed in original version by 
in N. Y. from London yesterday Vog. Sigma had sold some foreign 
fTues.) for homeoffice confabs and. distribution rights in original version 
huddles on production. His arrival to Paul Graetz, Transcontinental 
is timed so that he can attend the; prexy. Local RKO office knew | 
production conference on the Coast nothing of the Hakim purchase, | 
this month. Rose also will report; which likely was transacted in 
on the status of film production in Hollywood. 
Great Britain. Paul Gractz, currently in Paris, 

Rose leaves for the Coast next says that he acreed to stop distribut- 
Tuesday (18) along with George ing the original version and ordered 
Weltner, Par International prexy.!all prints to be sent to Sigma here. 
and Fred Hutchinson, general sales So it looks as if there had been some 
manager in Britain, who arrived in misunderstanding on the remake 
the U. S, several weeks ago. Rose pact. Graetz, leaving soon for Scan- | 
was last in the U. S. about four dinavia, wil] return shortly to Paris 


months ago. ito start production, 


Dublin, May 28. 
First quiz among students at Uni- 
versity College here, 
oe U. S. or British 
American 


on preference 
pix, showed 
2% want films, 34% 
British and 4% giving no answer, 
Made by student body mag, sur- 
| vey revealed 62‘% of women favored 
U. S. pix, against 56°% for the men. 
Same poll also sought opinion on 
ithe State-owned radio station, and 
found 66) were listeners. 





Brit. Producer to Aussie 


Sydney, June 7. 

production chief 
London, and Harry 
was in Aussie last year 
“Overlanders” for Ealing, 
are due here in July. 

| Balecon is coming in 
of “Overlanders” 


Michael Balcon, 
jat Ealing Studios, 
Waitt, who 
directing 


for premiere 
and also to looksee 


the new production possibilities here. 


“Overlanders,” 
pic, 
tres 


Ealing’s first Aussie 
plays the Greater Union 
circuit. 





GI Vaudery Folds 


Paris, June 11. 
Hall is closing 
down June 16 as an Allied troop 
theatre after serving for 20 
as an entertainment centre for thou- 
sands of GI's stationed in France. 

A vaude house staging 10 acts at 
each performance, the theatre played | 
to capacity houses until redeploy- 
ment cut down size of audiences, 


Olympia Musie 


Thea- | 


months | 


is hurting show biz because 
| ities advise the public to keep away 
'from crowds. 


| With 300 new cases reported in 
, one week, mostly from the city area, 
‘authorities say it’s the worst out- 


| break in New South Wales. 
| Kid matinees are being hit most 
| so far. 


Canadian Pianist in Aussie 





Sydney, May 28. 
Ross Pratt, Canadian pianist, is 
here for concert tour under man- 
agement Australian Broadcasting 
Commission. 
Pratt entertained troops in Asia 
and North Pacific area. 


Col Sets 16m in Brit. 


June 4. 
Remote rural districts of the Unit- 
|} ed Kingdom are 


London. 





to be served by a 


author- | 
| cided 


SABBATH FILMS FOR 
NEW ZEALAND MINERS 


Auckland, N. Z., May 28. 
Raglan County Council de- 
to okay Sabbath film shows 


has 


| in areas where there are coal mines. 


| Okay 


| 





; til it learned the church 


Ziven because miners say 
they’re working so hard today that 
they haven't time to take their 
families to the film theatres except 
on Sundays, 

Council had delayed decision une 
attitude, 
Anglician Bishop of Waikato said he 
supported the proposal, 

Not For Australia 
Sydney, Mav 

There seems no possibility of 
Sunday theatre okay here because 
unions oppose shows that day. Say 
employees must have Sabbath free. 








‘Creek’ Banned in So. Africa 


| 
| 
| 


} new British outfit, Wigmore Films. 
| Ltd., which will handle 16m film | 
distribution only. Joseph Friedman, | 


bene representative of Columbia. 
on the 


| is board of directors, 


watch the 


his 





special job being to dis- 


' 


Cape Town, May 28. 
Banning of Paramount's “Miracle 
‘of Morgan’s Creek” by South African 
/censor board has brought w idespread 
protest in film circles. Board has 
also banned the “Mummy's Curse 
and the serial “Tiger Woman.” 


| Prevalent crime wave was given as 


| tribution of Columbia’s 16m films in | 


| 
| , P ; 
with his company’s 35m product. 

Besides being sole distributors for 
16m 
has 


Columbia‘s 


product, 
' Films, Ltd., 


made arrangements 
International Theatrical and Tele- 
vision Corp. of America. A number 
of independent British films will 
also be offered in narrow gauge size. 


this country so there will be no clash |cal censorship. 


Wigmore | 


| that 
| ¢liminated 


| lengths, 
|to handle certain 16 m pictures of the | 


reason for 
board's 
has 


bans. Publicity given the 
nixing of these films again 
raised the whole question of lo- 


Large colored population here in- 
fluences censor’s decisions but this 
is sometimes carried to 
such as 


ridiculous 
scissoring of all 
bathing beauty and similar scenes i! 
U. S. and British newsreels. Felt 
newsreel censorship should be 
altogether and whole 
system of censoring revised. 
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State Dept. Not Likely to Help U.S. 
Distribs Get Coin Break in China 


Washington, June 11. * 


{indications here are that the State 
Department will not step in to im- 
prove the complicated financial sit- 
uation in China for film companies 
doing business there. 
feels that pictures have right to ex- 
more favored treatment than 
other types of U. S. business oper- 
ating there in the present highly in- 


peci 


fated market. Recent stories from 

Sha said State Dept. might be | 
asked to help the film distribs get 

coin out of China. 


Last year the U. S. official went to 
bat 
enabled them to bring substantial 
into this country. However, 
private trade was not properly es- 
tablished then. Now it has been re- 
established and the 1945 preferential 


casn 


treatment for films is ended. 
All American business operating 
China is in the same boat, The 
present remittance rate is $1 Ame 


for $2.000 Chinese, and the U.S 
ibs stand a good chance of get- 
i@ all their money out this year. 
However, the overall net in Amert- 
currency will be smaller than 
1945 when the picture companies 
permitted to bring into this 
country only 15% of their funds 
the sale of films, but at the 
preferential rate of 20 to 1. 


iCa 


can 
were 


rom 
special 


MARCUS SHOW TO DO - 
SECOND AUSSIE TOUR 


Sydney, June 4 
Dave Martin, head of the major 
Tivoli vaude-revue loop, is 
ing with A. B. Marcus for a second 


Aussie tour after his South African 
trek. Marcus show clicked here be- 
fore World War II under the Full- 
ers-Snider-Dean management, . still 
holding the all-time biz record for 
a stage combo from U. S. 

Martin is keen on getting big 
shows trom U. S. and Great Britain 


dicker- | 





; Spots 


twice for picture companies and | 


| headache is 


Aussie Racing Hits Pix 


Brisbane, May 28. 


Night trotting races on Saturday 


Department | nights in this area are hurting biz 
| at film theatres as 40,000 go to see | 


the nags on the best night of the 
week for exhibitors. 

Brisbane managers are now trying 
to figure out something to give hot 
opposition to the trotters. Main 
that family parties are 
homes and othe 
Saturday nights with plenty ot 
betting. Races are broadcast 


held it 


hotels, 


Italo Loan Would 
Help U.S. Distribs 


distributors are looking fo1 
a boost in Italian trade as a result 
of proposal by former assistant Sec- 
retary of State Adolph J. Berle for 


| 


| an export-import bank loan to Italy | 


iby the U. S. 


| 


| 
| 


|} should be 


to lift biz to same high level as pre- | 


war. Believed here that the Chifley 
Labor government is getting ready 
to unbend on coin takeaway for 
talent from overseas. 


Robert Clarke Resigns 
As ABP’s Prod. Chief 


London, June 11. 

Robert Clarke, director and head 
of production for Associated British 
Picture Corp., has resigned after 
being with company since the John 
Maxwell days. Understood that he 
objected to Max Milder’s suggestion 
to bring over an American to take 
charge of production when Elstree 
studios reopen shortly. 


| 


| 
i 


| 


| Majestic 


Meanwhile Warwick Ward, former | 


producer 
Welwyn 
porarilys 


and studio manager at 
studios, is in charge tem- 





Top Vaude Returns To 
Ireland After 6 Years 


Dublin, June 4. 
First big time vaudeville acts since 
the travel ban was imposed by Great 


Britain in 1940 will reach Dublin 
late this month. 
Oscar Rabin’s band heads the pro- 


cession with a two-week session at 
3,000-seat Theatre Royal. 
Davis, Joy Conway, Bob Dale, Jackie 
Bonser and Eddie Palmer are listed 
as part of setup. Carroll Gibbons has 
signed for a date late in August. 
Since 1940, Irish vaude 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


Harry | 


houses | 


have depended solely on local talent. | 


usually using the same plavers in 
a series of revues. 


London ‘Town’ Folds 


London, June 4 
Judging by the number ot letters 
received by Mare Connelly, quite a 
few Londoners deplored the closing 
of “Our Town.” These notes voted 


financing postwar 
submitted at 


meetings, It 


commerce, 

recent foreign 
will be recalled 
that most distribs pulled out of Italy 
in 1938 as a result of film monopoly 
laws passed by Mussolini's govern- 
ment. Biz has been on the upgrade 
since the war ended, but only in the 
last few weeks have U.S. distribs ob- 
tained a satisfactory pact for import- 
ing films into Italy. 

Berle called 


rangement 


Was 


' 
trade 


for an interim 
under which 
with Italy can begin on a peacetime 
basis, rather than have relations con- 
under the present “state of 
war’ conditions. He said that Italy 
given the fullest measure 
of responsibility with regard to her 
internal affairs and that travel 
shipping restrictions between 
two nations should be lifted. 
New York's Lt.-Gov. Charles Po- 
letti cited the millions of dollars 
held by the Treasury Department as 
funds appropriated by the WU. S. 
Army for goods and services re- 
ceived from Italy. 

Picture company feelings on the 
subject were reflected by Carl E. 
Milliken, foreign chief of Motion 
Picture Assn. of America, who said 
that such a loan undoubtedly would 
improve Italian film trade. 


ar- 


tinue 


the 
Former 


CAPE TOWN THEATRE 


for the purpose of re- | 
Plan | 


bd ’ 

Latinos’ Coast Meet 

Following a week of huddles 
with homeoffice execs, Metro's 
Latin-American managers left 
for the Coast Sunday (9) for 
another two weeks of confabs 
with studio officials. Managers, 
from 10 L. A. countries, were 
awarded the trip for outstanding 
business rung up in their terri- 
tories. 

On the Coast, the territorial 
chiefs will 0.0. forthcoming Met- | 
ro product and advise studio 
execs on how best to fit in pro- 
duction plans with problems in 
their markets by _ discussing 
problems faced in selling a pic- 
ture in their territories. 





Accompanying the managers 
were Sam Burger, Metro re- 
gional director for L. A.:; Wil- 


liam Brenner, asst. regional di- 
rector, and Arthur Pincus, chief | 
of Metro International’s 16m 
publicity staff. Burger and | 
Brenner are slated to return to /| 
the h.o. following the end of the 
confabs. Pincus will stay on for 
added work on the 16m _ pro- 
gram 








Williamson-Tait Seen | 
After Big B’way Shows; 


Hammerstein in Aussie : 


Sydney, June 4. 

Here for a three-weeks’ visit, Os- 
car Hammerstein II, said that he 
hopes to do at least one modgers- | 
Hammerstein show, probably “Okla- 
homa,” this year in Australia. It | 
would play Melbourne, with top U.S. | 


} 
| 
| 


|Stars back by Aussie talent. He is | 


commerce | 


| 


| 
| 


and | 


here while his wife visit her parents. | 

It's thought here that Hammer- | 
stein will deal with Williamson-Tait, | 
with whom he is huddling. 


Broadway showman said he was | 
| worried about the small scale for 
legit shows here. Aussie top is} 
mainly less than $4 at opening night | 
;and $2 after opening curtain. He in- 


;the public 
new 
| kind produced by Rodgers-Hammer- 
stein setup. 


be higher because of the overhead in 
setting shows of the calibre of “Okla- | 
homa,” “Carousel,” and ‘“‘Annie Get 
Your Gun.” Legit people here think | 
would pay more to 
with new stars of 


see 


shows the 


Legiters aver that a bow-in here 
by Rodgers-Hammerstein via Wil- 
liamson Tait would be just the tonic 


; needed to boost legit biz into figures 


|/unheard of before 


World War II. 


| W-T can route a major show into all | 


|Aussie keys, with repeats in 


MGR. SLAIN IN OFFICE 


Cape Town, May 28. 
Michelsohn, manager of 
Cinema here, was mur- 


Herman 


/a single show is rated likely, for big 
|for a zone with about 7,000,000 popu- | 


dered in his office during the after- | 


noon show on May 7, robbery being 
the motive. Although there was evi- 
dence of terrific struggle, nobody in 
the audience or passing by the thea- 
tre heard anything. Afier an inten- 
sive man hunt, Cape Town police 
arrested a European youth on mur- 
der charge. 

Michelsohn was one of the most 
popular managers in Cape Town. 
During 20 years of service he at dif- 
ferent times became well known at 


| 


Canada Stepping Into 


every one of Cape Town's cinemas. | 


He was a step-father of Sybil Jason 
who went to Hollywood and did 
small parts in a few films. 


Dolores del Rio Plans 
Legits of Her Hit Pix 


Mexico City, June 11. 

The stage temporarily has away 
two of Mexico's leading screen 
plavers. Dolores del Rio and Luis 
Sandrini. 

Miss del Rio is organizing a stage 
company to stage versions of Mexi- 
can picture in which she _ scored 
her biggest hits. She plays the lead 
in all of the M. Sandrini will pre- 
sent a series of four comedies. Both 
are dickering for the Palace of Fine 


| Arts (National Theatre) for a sum- 
mer season. 


it one of the most intelligent plays | 


sent over from America in years. 
Apparently the only people not 
Sorry to see end of show were the 
Tennent outfit and Bronson Albery. 
owner of the New theatre, where the 
Play ran. They decided the play 
Was doomed to failure almost the 
~ day. Three days after opening 
sult that no photos of show’s scenes 
Were visible from outfront. 
were visible outfront, 


a 


FRENCH NARRATOR KILLED 


Paris, June 4 
Capt. Bravig Imbs, 40, was killed 
near Lvons, in a jeep accident. He 
was well known in France as “Bob- 
) by” of the French radio networks. 


Was suddenly canceled, with re- | 


Author of the novel “The Profes- 


sors Wife.” during the war, he 
broadeast for American troops. His 
wile and three children lived in 
[N. Xe 


most | 
zones, plus many New Zealand play 
dates as has been done before. Play- 
ing time from one to two years for 


lation. 

It's a cinch that had the Fullers 
been ready to play legit now on pix 
switchover, Sir Ben Fuller would 
have signatured Hammerstein to a 
contract long ago. 


Feature Production 


Hollywood, June ll. | 
Canada is readying a bid for the | 


| world film market, according to Paul | 


/a Canadian 


L’Anglais, president of the newly or- 
ganized Canada Productions, Inc., of 
Montreal. Company will use site of 
army camp which has 
been converted into a film studio 
First picture will be “Rendezvous at 
the Chateau Frontenac,” slated to 
start in July. Production will be 
backed by Canadian banking inter- 
ests and government agencies. 

L/ Anglais, currently in Hollywood, 
has signed Fedor Ozep as director, 
Rian James as screen writer, Eugene 
Shuftan as cameraman and Gilbert 
Mandelik as assistant director. 


‘First Gentleman’ Sold 
For $80,000 to Brit. Pix 


London, June 11. 
After several offers ranging from 
$40.000 by Michael Balcon to $60.- 
000 by Marcel Hellman Henry 
Sherek has finally disposed of fil 
right of “The First Gentleman 
the Savoy theatre hit. to Fra 
Launder & Sidney Gilliatt (Individ 
ual Films). Robert Morley. who 
plaving lead, is to duplicate his role 
n the film versio 
Understood the show brought $80.- 
000. the price originally demanded 


by Sherek. 


| when 


| outlined, 
\ferred that admissions would have to | 


| press 


M-G’s Upped Grosses in So. America 
Prove Dubbed Pix Top Titled Versions 





Austrian Legiters’ 107, 
Vienna, May 28. 


First annual report of Associa- 


; ‘ } 
tion of Dramatic Authors and Com- 


posers, given recently at a 


Dr. Fritz 


meeting 


by Syndiku Stein, re- 


| vealed strides taken in the past year. 


The association had been dissolved 

Hitler occupied Austria, 
was refounded early in 1945. Mana- 
gers of legit show in Austria agreed 
on 10°. straight royalty for authors 


| and composers at the meeting 


Aussie Govt. Seen 
Helping Pix Prod. 


Sydney, May 28 


Return of Norman B. Rydge, top- 
|per of Greater Union Theatres, co- 
partnered locally with J. Arthur 


Rank in Cinesound and Pagewood 
studios, is seen as the signal for Aus- 
sie film production to be placed on 
a firm footing, something never at- 
tempted before here on a big scale 
Rydge indicated that new setup with 
Rank will see Aussie film 
tion definitely going places in the 
near future. Plans call for importa- 


; tion of some of world’s best direc- 


tors, technicians, writers and talent. 

Understood that the J. B. Chifley 
Labor Government will introduce 
special legislation soon to lower the 


| terrific import duty now prevailing 


on all technical equipment needed in 
film 


production. It’s possible that 
the Chifley Government will come 
into the new production scheme 


financially, seeing in the Rank plans 


|a ready-made spot for Aussie work- 


ers now out of war plants 

One plan for talent, tentatively 
calls for British stars to 
work in U. S. via the Universal deal, 
continuing on to Australia for a film 
or two: U. S. stars going to England 
and then on to Aussie for a picture. 

Reported here that Universal may 
become interested in Aussie film 
production. Rydge declined to. talk 
about 


new production and distribu- 
tion in detail until he’s told GUT 
stockholders about his huddles with 
Rank. 


Femme Nudity Brings 
Mex Pix Censor Ban 


Mexico City. June 11. 
A lady in the nude was the grounds 


| for censors to ban the first Mexican 


picture they have nixed in a long 


time. Censors banned “To Love Is 
| To Live.” Barring of the film has 


drawn the ire of the film producers 


association which argues that the 
nudeness that irked the censors is 
not the indecency they call it but 
high art 

This “au naturel” also has prompt- 


eda lawsuit. Emilia Guiu, young and 
sightly Spanish actress who plays 
one of the leads in “Amar” has filed 
action against Javier Campos Ponce, 
agent for pictures producer, 
Filmex. S. A., because she says pub- 
licity showed a stark naked female 
statue t\at has her face. Actress 
claims that this display makes her 
the mark of public scorn and men- 
aces her film and stage career. 


Col., 20th Honor Crack 
Salesmen in London 


London. June 4 
Joe Friedman, London head of 
Columbia Pictures and Chairman of 
Wai Activities Committee here, 
tossed a luncheon here for seven 


American managers responsible fer 
having raised most money in U. S 
Film Industry's Victory Loan Drive. 


Thirteen prize winners in Tom 
Connors Film Drive are also visi- 
tors to London, and are being feted 
by 20th-Fox, with Ben Lyon, com- 
pany’s talent scout here, as host 
After four days, the visitors went to 
[? 


il and then on to Rome. 


INFANTILE PARALYSIS IN MEX 


Mexico City. June 11 
Intant Daralvsi forced the 
clo e ot all amusement places in 
Orizaba Vera Cruz state in- 
lustrial center. Children also are 
bat { from all such spots in Puebla 


City, capital of Puebla state. 


4 Upped grosses of 


and | 


produc- | 


Metro 
inational’s all-Spanish versions of 
|M-G pix in Latin America indicate 


Inter- 


that, contrary to general opinion, 
dubbed versions do as well in first 
runs in the key situations as thev 
do in subsequent runs. All-Spanish 
| versions, moreover, have mut 


longer playing time in 
| quents and first runs in 
| cities 

Figures brought back to the h.o. 
by Metro’s Latin managers show 
that, during the last 17 months dt 
ing which Metro field tested the 
dubbed versions by dispensing com- 
pletely with titled films, 
jat least two situations were up as 
|high as 300% over grosses produced 
by Metro films with English tracks 
and Spanish subtitles during ihe 
preceding year and a half. Mana- 
gers conceded that film business gen- 
erally in Latin America, had _ in- 
creased but said the rise was not 


the subse- 


secondars 


2rosses mn 


ufficient to explain the tremendous 
increase in Metro. grosses. hich 
they attributed to Metro’s use o 
only dubbed pix 

As a result, Metro International 
will henceforth distribute only films 
spoken entirely in Spanish. As one 


manager said, the pictures offer bet- 
te) entertainment because 
every nuance of dialog can be 
jappreciated and understood.” 
| Metro has been the only company 
{in South America that 
consistent policy. Other companies 
have switched back and forth from 
the dubbed to titled versions, offer- 
ing exhibs their choice which, 
cording to Metro execs, isn't good 
ifor business. Exhibs who've seen 
|their grosses go up with dubbed pix 
still complain that they'd rather have 
the titled versions. This is due, ac- 
{cording to the Metro chiefs, to the 
fact that the exhibs have been con- 
ditioned by the policies of other 
| companies. 

It had been the general consensus 
heretofore that, as in most countries 
in Europe, customers in the 


“now 


fully 


stuck to a 


ac- 


key 


cities preferred titled versions to 
dubbed films. Metro's dubbed ver- 
sions in Santiago, however, grossed 


127,616 pesos during the 17-month 
period, as compared to the 90,772 
pesos grossed by titled versions dur- 
ing the preceding 17 months. Other 
key cities showed similar hypoed 
grosses with dubbed pix. Rest of the 
|majors, Metro chiefs think, never 
|gave the dubbed versions a chance 
|to prove themselves. 


Dubbed versions, according to 
Metro execs, will be the answer to 
the increased competition being 


offered American product in Latin 
America by local product. Technical 
level of production in such countries 
as Argentina and Mexico is certain 
to go up and, when it reaches a point 
of real competion, American com- 
panies will have to have all-Spanish 
films to stay in the running 

Unlike 


other companies who've 
dubbed some of their musicals but 
retained the lyrics in the original 
English version, Metro has even 


dubbed in the songs. 
for example, was found who could 
sound much like Judy Garland for 
the dubbed version of “Meet Me in 
St. Louis.” Because of the difficulty 
in getting Technicolor prints, the 
,picture has just opened south-of-the- 
{border and is doing tremendous 
business. 


Spanish singer, 


Campbell and Connelly 


° - ° 
Doing Scripts for Rank 
Alan Campbell, Hollywood scripter, 
and Marc Connelly, author of “The 
Green Pastures,” have signed to 
write original screenplay for Sidney 
Box, producer for the J. Arthur Rank 
organization. Campbell's “Self-Made 
Man” «= earmarked as a_ starring 
vehicle for British Stewart 
Grange! 

Connelly, currently in 
went there to appear in the 
legit version of “Our Town,” 
flop abroad Rank 
ralded the pacts as 
in a drive to re 
ican and British writers 
ing production plans 


actor 


London, 
British 
which 
organiza- 
the first 
‘ruit top Amer- 
for expand- 


was a 
+ 


ion he 


<lep 


CORDOBA BACK ON AIR 
Mexico City, June 4. 
Arturo de Cordoba has been inked 


to top a weekly program at local 
station XEW, Mexico’s largest, by 


D'Arcy Advertising. 


De Cordoba was a star at this sta- 


tion and XEQ before he went into 
films. 
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“Class melodrama, tops in thrills and chills, 


with heavy box-office potential. ~Variety 


“Robinson surpasses himself... Welles does 
best acting of career... Miss Young scores in 


most difficult role... Excellent.’ 
—M. P. Herald 


“Tense, exciting ... richly endowed to score 





solidly in popularity and profits.” 
—Boxoffice 


“Powerful dramatic entertainment delivered 
by superbly produced film. Cast excels.” 
—Film Daily 


INTERNATIONAL 


EDWARD G. 
LORETTA 


LISTEN TO “THE STRANGER 
CONTEST”... ALLEN PRESCOTT 
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“A good show, and a good show begets Final scene is sheer dramatic dynamite... 
good show with high box-office expectancy.” 


grosses in kind.” —M. P. Daily ; 
—Daily Variety 


“Well-produced, interest-holding melodrama “Will have audiences gripping the edge of 
their seats . . . Should insure top business.” 


_, , Should do well at box-office.’’ 
—The Exhibitor fresnel 
= 


‘'Top-bracket draw on names, and can be 


built into big attraction with smart exploi- Movie Of The Week in LIFE, which calls it “a 


thriller . . . filled with suspense.” 





tation. —Showmen’s Trade Review 


Tense, suspenseful melodrama...Will know 


high box-office returns.” 
Top selection in LOOK. 


— Hollywood Reporter 
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0. Archbishop Calls Kitty,’ ‘Gilda, 


‘Outlaw’ the Unholy 3’ of Current Pix 


New Orleans, 
Archbishop Joseph Rummel names 


as the “unholy three” group of cur- 
ren’ films which he condemned as 
unfit for members of this Catholic 
diocese, “The Outlaw,” “Gilda’ and 
“Kitty.” He stated the worst of- 
fender was “The Outlaw,’ which 
opened Thursday (6) here at Loew's 
State 

Rodney Toups, Loew manager, 
clashed with Herve Racivitch, dis- 
trict attorney, two days before the 
film opened The newly-elected d.a 


of three weeks since the local Mor- 
rison reform ticket swept out Mayor 
Maestri, accepted the complaint from 


the local Legion of Decency commit- 
tee The d.a. cited the Louisiana 
criminal code setting the maximum 


penalty as a $300 fine and a year in 
jail for obscenity-immoral violation 
for each exhibition of the film. 
Racivitch demanded picture screen- 
ing for the Legion 
Toups nixed a preview except for the 
chief of police. This com- 


\ 


, 43 + 
ana OLleis vil 


navor OF 


promise was refused by the 4d 
Opening show Thursday found Le- 
gion members, police matrons, stats 
bar members, reps from the d.a. ot- 


fice and police dept. present. Late: 
iddle with the group, d.a. 
office dropped idea of pushing crim- 
violation. The Legion 
“condemned.” 


after a hi 


inal code 
voted it 

Newspapers were mum, airing 
neither side of the controversy. Only 
one Catholic church voted one year's 
cott of the theatre. Picture holds 
at Loew’s for a second week starting 
Thursday (13) after smashing all 
house records for the initial stanza. 
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‘Hughes’ New P. A. 














Continued from page 3 jal 
lished as far as publicity is con- 
cerned, Hughes is understood anx- 


ious to get himself out from under 
the layers of cheesecake that the 
Russell campaign has subjected him 
to. He wants to reestablish himself as 
the shy and sedate millionaire in- 
dustrialist and aircraft manufacturer. 
Getti: his own way on “The Out- 
law's’ censorship and advertising 
troubles has become something of a 
fetish with him, but the personal 
publicity which has attached itself to 
him as a result is something he 
doesn't relish. He’s told intimates 
that he'd prefer to leave to the world 
a more fitting memorial than that 


y 
1g 


of the man who exploited Miss Rus- | 


sell’s charms. Change of pace in 
the type of publicity to build up a 
worthy reputation for Hughes is 
right up the Byoir alley. 

Birdwell took no_ chance 
Hughes’ announcing that he was 
“fired” or had “resigned.” He sent 
the press a wire frankly stating his 
office had been “replaced” by Byoir, 
adding, with no fear of being ac- 
cused of modesty: “It was Birdwell 
who made a national issue of ‘The 
Outlaw’.” Other than that Birdwell 
refused to comment. 


DUNN ELECTED PREZ 
OF N.Y. MGRS. GUILD 


George Dunn, manager of RKO's 
81st St. theatre, New York, who was 
chairman and organizer of the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Operating Man- 
agers & Assistant Managers Guild, 
was unanimously elected president 


on 





at an election held late Sunday night | 


‘9). Other officers, all of whom will | 
serve for two years, include Leon 
Kelmer, manager of the Kenmore, 


Brooklyn, v.p.;: Maxwell Levine, Or- 
pheum, Brooklyn, secretary-treas- 
rer; and George Baldwin, Colonial. 
N. Y., manager, recording-secretary. 

A board of three trustees com- 
prises Harry Padva, manager of the 
Shore Road, Brooklyn; Jerry Green- 
berger, manager of the Prospect, 
Brooklyn, and Rudy Kramer, Ches- 
ter, N. Y. Delegates at large are 
John J. Thompson, manager of the 
Franklin, N. Y.: Arthur Plafka, asst. 
manager of the Kenmore, Brooklyn 
and Joseph Abernethy, assistant at 
ays Colonial. 

At the Sunday night session mem- 
bership voted that all vets who re- 
turned to RKO managerial jobs but 
who received less than $200 net 
retroactive pay under the contract 
recently signed, be brought up to the 
$200 through assessment of the mem- 
bership. Some veterans were back 
on the job only long enough to re- 
ceive $40. 


. leader, 


U’s $2,576,405, 26 Wks. 


Consolidated net profits of 
$2 576.405 for the 26 weeks end- 
| « May 4, 46 was announced by 
is week. Figure rep- 
over tne 





Universal th 
esent: an advance 
$2 064.175 t! 


at U garnered tor 
the corresponding period of tl 
evious year. In part, tne in 
scored because of scaled- 
down federal taxes for the ¢ 


rent yeal 


Where Will Goldman 
Get Product, Philly 
Theatre Circles Ask 


Philadelphia, ll. 





June 


William Goldman’‘s new $1,000,000 
filme now under construction 
n:iato ! Philly s kedded to open 

T lx "1 } 


ry’ 
out the ena oL JULY ana evely- 


wondering where Goldman 


will get the first-run product he 


the house will feature. 


Goldman won't talk about it othe! 


than to say that the product will be 
forthcoming Which companies h¢ 
has signed to deliver the pictures, 
he won't say, and neither will local 
distribs. 

Goldman is currently engaged in 
a long-drawn out legal fight with 
all the majors, whom he has ic- 
cused of a conspiracy to freeze him 
out of first run product for the Er- 
langer which he has under lease 
The case has been adjudicated in 
Goldman's favor, but the amount 
of actual damages to be awarded 
him is yet to be decided. Goldman 
sued the majors and the Warne 
chain for $1,350,000. 

Of the major companies, 20th 
Century-Fox is believed most 
friendly to Goldman (Goldman and 
the Skouras Bros. were once asso- 
ciated in St. Louis) but 20th now 
opens its first run exclusively at 
the Fox, operated by a subsidiary 
of 20th-Fox. Warner product is out. 
This leaves Universal, Columbia, 
United Artists, Paramount and RKO 
as possibilities. The last three com- 
panies are considered the most 
likely prospects for Goldman, ac- 


cording to industry observers. 





Jock Lawrence’s Mission 


Jock Lawrence, top U. S. flack for 
the J. Arthur Rank organization, 
planes off for England tomorrow 


(13) for a month or two stay. 
Lawrence will huddle with Rank 
officials on plans for an elaborate 


campaign to push U. S. popularity | 


of British stars on Rank’s roster. 





| ‘$100 Million Profit 


/ 000,000 net as ag 
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that sidetracked 
all-important issue was not 
,right by its members. There 
/ Was the accusation that ATA 
producer-controlled through mem- 
bership of affiliated theatres. 
Kuykendall in his address to the 
directors questioned the prepon- 
derance of independent exhibitors in 
ATA, and pointed out that ATA 
prexy Si Fabian also was in opposi- 


organization that 


doing 


was 


| tion to Paramount in other situa- 
tions. Wilby said that affiliated 
theatres fought high percentage 
terms as actively as the indies, and | 
, that the affiliated circuits were the 
first to combat them. He said his 
circuit had refused to play several 
top pictures, indicating that inde- 
pendents and circuits hawe same 
problem. 

Wilby took a potshot at commer- 
cial advertising finding its way into 
features and _ shorts. He _ recom- 


mended that efforts be made to curb 
the practice by producers. Products 
such as Coca-Cola, Yellow Cabs, 
Willys jeeps and others set into pic- 
tures through influence of repre- 
sentatives in Hollywood. He said he 
cuts out all such footage in films 
playing his theatres, and that if 
would do same thing prac- 
tice may be halted. 

Because 


vas nota 


oiners 


of his health. 
candidi 
S presiaent a 
since 1933 
Approximately 30 


are here 


Kuykendall 
reelceition 
he has held 


; 


te for 
a post 
representatives 

inciuding H. A. Cole. Allied 
who ODserver. 


iI nere as an 


also 
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of the balance of the period. Singled 
out as examples are such companies 


| as Loew’s which reported $6,768,000 | 


first half of °45, and a $12.,- 
RKO with a $1,141,044 
and $6,031,085 


for its 
913,369 total; 
first quarter 


$12.746,467 total; and War- 


and 
Bros. 


ner 


with a $4,605,000 half-year | 
| and $9,901,563 full year. 


total; | 
| 20th-Fox with a $2,855,485 first quar- 
| ter 


Par the Pacemaker 

Easily the pacemaker for fiscal ‘46, | 
on the basis of first period reports, 
Paramount. Company which 
chalked up a towering $17,821,000 foi 
45 announced first quarter profits ol 

$11,500,000 and stands fair to net | 


the year 
20th-Fox which 
banner $20,- 


$12,746,467 re- 


ound $40,000,000 for 

Likely runnerup is 
now is heading for a 
alist 


ported for the past year. 


first-quarter figure stands at $6,- 
241,953. 

Warners and Loew's should wind 
up in close to a dead heat for third- 
place money with the latter favored 
because its last reported period cut 
across the lush first three months of 
46 without taking full advantage of 
il Loew’ half-vyeai I t 
$8,952,067 makes it probable that it 
will cross the tape at the $16,000,000 


mark or more. Company’s take fo1 
15 with the fiscal year cnain 
on Aug. 1 was $12,913,369. WB has 
a $16,000,000 profit foreshadowed bs 
ts half-year profit of $9,125,000 
Company's net last year was a re- 
ounding $9,901,563 which is little 


than what its current half-yea) 
ught in. 

Next in line with a 
of $12,000,000 is RKO. Ci 
cored a remarkable quart t of 
$3.67: 1.953, as compared with $1,141,- 
044 for the comparative pel 45 
Its profit for that year was $6,031,085. 
Both Universal and Colun 
likely to hit the $4,000,000 
U's first 13 ending 
eht in $934,506. Its 
take, ending Oct. 1, was 
Columbia’s year which 
June 1 netted the company $1,945,- 
167. UA, with no publicly owned 
stock, makes no report of profits. 

Warner's half-vear profit is equi- 
valent to $2.46 per share on the 3,- 
701,090 shares of common outstand- 
ing as against $1.24 per share, after 
payment of $8,200,000 taxes and 
$170,000 contingencies, for the vear 
before. Gross income for 
amounted to $79,458,000 compared 
With $68,228,000 for the correspond- 
ing period one year ago. 

Company's term bank loan was 
sliced to $23,865,000 by of 
a total of $6,364,000. Reduction was 
made meeting installment due 
1, 1946 and prepaying Nov. 1, 
Nov. 1, 1954 and May 1 
ments. 
to 2% interest for the balance of 
the loan. Rate formerly was 2% 
per annum to Nov. 1, 1952 and 21.% 
thereafter. 

Special stockholders meet to pass 
on proposals previously made by 
the board of directors to split the 
common stock two for one, cancel 
treasury stock and increase author- 
ized capital stock 


lore 
probable profit 
er ne 
iod of 
ibia are 
mark. 
Feb. 2 
fiscal “45 
$3,910,928. 
on 


weeks 


prou 


closed 


pa ryImont 
my hittin 


1946, 
1955 install- 


Aug. 1. Employee pension plan 
study by the board has not been com- 
pleted, the company said, and the 
plan will sot be submitted at*the 


coming stockholder’s session. 

WB reports cash totaling $17,572.- 
300. Evaluation of productions com- 
pleted but not released, at cost is 
$23,384,605 while productions !n tne 
works figure at $8.869.084. Coinci- 
dentally, the company paid a semi- 
annual bonus averaging one week's 
pay to its employee? simultaneously 
with the issuance of the report. 





Wehrenberg Succeeds 


To MPTOA Presidency 
Columbus, Miss., June 11, 

Fred Wehrenberg, veteran St. 
Louis exhibitor, who was chairman 
of the board of MPTOA, today 
(Tuesday) was elected president, 
succeeding Ed L. Kuykendall, who 
has held the post many years and 
hails from here. Kuykendall be- 


comes president emeritus. 

Vice presidents reelected are Frank 
C. Walker, head of Comerford chain: 
M. A. Lightman, circuit operator of 
Memphis; Mitchell Wolfson, 
ner in Wometco circuit in Miami: 
and E. C Beatty, general manager 
of the Butterfield circuit in Michigan. 

J. J. O'Leary, g.m. 


ford circuit, succeeds Walter Vin- 
cent, Virginia chain owner. as treas- 
urer, while Lewen Pizor, Philadel- 
phia exhibitor, sueceeds Wehrenberg 


as board chairman. Morris 
Oklahoma City, 
secretary. Herman 


retained a: general counse! 


Loewen- 
Was re- 


Levy is 


tien ot 


clected 


Company's | 


Kallet’s Super Drive-In Includes 
Dancing, Refreshments, Picnicking 


+ Syracuse, June 11. 





Fair Enough 
Tip from the prexy of one of 
the country’s biggest automobile 
corporations to newsreel cam- 
eramen covering the Automo- 
tive Golden Jubilee in Detroit 
last week really paid off. Kid- 
ding with the exec at a dinner 
thrown in his honor, the photogs 
asked him what their chances 
were of getting a car. “You 
can’t buy a car now,” he said. 
You'd better go back to the 
horse era Put your dough on 
next week at Belmont. 
cameramen did most 
playing the nag across 
Horse came in, 
1 $2 ; bet. 


Curfew 
rhe 

of them 

the board. 
1 $120 for 


PRC Tes ‘B’ Market 
Dropped by Majors, 
Plans Less Pictures 


SO, 


pay- 





PRC plans to release fewer than 
its current 50 pix in the year coming 
up, Harry Thomas, company prez 
said last week. Out to finance addi- 

ial indie production, PRC is cur- 
rently dickering with a number of 
producers for releasing deals with 
x” without PRC coin in the pix, 
Thomas added. [Company prexy en- 
tered Post-Graduate hospital (N. Y.) 
Friday (7) to clear a minor ailment 
and then will head for the Coast to 
complete production arrangements. ] 

While Eagle-Lion, co-owned along 
with PRC by Pathe Industries, has 
moved into the PRC lot, latter com- 
pany will continue to use the studio 
facilities for part of its product, 
Thomas said. PRC can make as 
many as 12 of its films on its old lot, 
Thomas added, and is. currently 

| looking about for other studio space 


WB! 


May | 


Warners also obtained a cut | 


; year ending 


to augment its production facilities. 
With Warner Bros. and 20th-Fox 
dropping B pix, PRC is sighting its 


aims to fill that gap, he said. Com- 
pany stands ready to throw up to 
$500,000 in any one film, according 
to Thomas. 

National sales meet is tentatively 
set for Chicago, Aug. 3-4, Thomas 
disclosed, followed by a number of 
regionals. Possibility is that the site | 
may be switched to Atlantic City, 
depending on the prexy’s state of 


health. 


LOEW’S MAY BOOST ITS 
DIVIDEND ANOTHER 50C 


With the possibility of net profit 
reaching $3.50 per share in the fiscal 
next August, Loew’s 


| may boost its dividend rate to 50c 


will be called for | 


| for-one split in recent years. Stock 
{at current prices represents a yield | 
|of around 4%4% as reflected in the 


| ris 


| Osterstock, Ted Schlanger, 


per share, according to reports in 
Wall Street. This showing would be 
equal to $10.50 a share, on basis of 
the old stock previous to the three- 


present 37!4c quarterly divvy 
If the Loew dividend was lifted to 
56c, it would mean the old stock- 


holders prior to the split would be | 
At | 


getting $6 per share annually. 
present these shareholders, get $4.50 
after giving credence to the splitup. 


PHILLY ALLIED NIXES 


ALIGNING WITH ATA 


Philadelphia, June 11. 
Fight between the American The- 


atvres Assn. and National Allied 
States Exhibitors resulted here in| 
exhibs nixing the formation of a lo- 
cal ATA chapter. Action which 
turned down the organization of a 
group followed a determination by 
an exhibs’ committee that the move 


would be “inadvisable” unless Allied 
and ATA first got together. 
mittee comprising Jay Emanuel, Mor- 
Wax, Norman Lewis, J. Fred 


Felt and Lester Krieger, will study 


| the situation. 


part- | 
vat 


At a meeting held here last month, 
which time Ted Gamble, ATA 
board chairman, and Si Fabian, 


| prexy, explained the aims of the new 


of the Comer- |t 


hold 


theatre unit, conclusion reached was 
that it would be requisite that a ma- 
jority of exhibs in the area should 
membership. Without enlist- 
ment of Allied members a majority | 


/could not be obtained. Allied com- 


mitteemen 
Allied’s 


declared 
stand was 


that 
such 


national | 
that they | 


‘could not go along. 


A com- | 


Michael] | 


Central New York’s first drive-in 
| theatre, five miles west of Syracuse 
on Route 5, which opened in April, 
is doing turnaway weekend busi- 
ness as a super-duper outdoor enter- 
tainment spot for Syracusans. Built 
by Kallet Theatres, Inc., of Oneida, 
at a re ported $250,000, the drive-in 
| covers 25 acres at W, Genesee tnpk. 





and Kasson rd., between Fairmount 
and Ci an easily accessible 
spot for central N. Y. motorists 


Theatre has an 800-car capacity in 


an elaborate’ layout Cars drive 
direct onto ramps with no backing 
up Films are projected on huge 
central screen and each car is fur- 
nished with an individual speaker 
for sound. 

Drive-in has a neat landscaping 
touch of an artificial waterfall at the 
back of the screen at the entrance. 
A circular dance floor directly in 
front of the screen provides dive: 
ion for “early birds.” There is a 
refreshment stand near the boxoffice 
nd picnic facilities nearby 

At present, theatre operates on a 
two-show nightly bas ith an ex- 
tra midnight screening Saturdays, 
Under this setup it is estimated that 
12,000 persons a week may be ac- 


Con modated., 

Althought peak has not yet been 

ached, weekend business already is 
way over capacity, with waiting car 
lines often extending a mile into 
Fairmount, keeping state troopers 
busy with the traffic. 

Current screen fare consists of 
single features of such vintage as 
“Mr. Lucky” and “Northwest 


Mounted Police.” 


F, W. Donahue, veteran exhibitor 
who has been with the Kallet chain 
8 vears, is Managing the drive-in, 
assisted by Burton Donovan, ex-GI 
Who was with Kallet at Fulton and 
Canastota. 

Kallett is planning six more drive- 
ins upstate. Ground already has 
been bronen for the first of them 


near Utica, at Cary's 
Rome-Utica road. 


Corners on the 
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| Picture Grosses — 
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KANSAS CITY 


Holding well at $13,000. Last week, 
strong. $20,000. 

Midland (Loew's) (1,500; 45-65) 
“Postman Rings Twice” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Satisfactory $11,000. Last 
| week, solid $18,000. 
| Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 45- 
65)—"“Blue Dahlia” (Par) (2d wk), 
| Trim $10,000. Last week, sock $16,- 
| 500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
| “Badman's Territory” (RKO) and 
|Partners in Time” (RKO) (2d wk), 


Oke $9,000. First week, fancy $14,- 


| 000. 
| Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,100; 39-60) 
“God’s Country” (Indie) and 
“Texas Jamboree” (Col) with stage 
| show headed by Glen Larson. Good 
$11,500. Last week, “Spider Woman 
Strikes Back” (U) and “Strange 
Conquest” (U) with vaude headed 


by Larry Collins, mild at $9,500. 


‘Well Groomed’ Lusty 
17G in Mildish Buff. 


Buffalo, June 11. 
“Well Groomed Bride” and “One 
|More Tomorrow” look best bets of 
| new entries here this week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Well Groomed Bride” (Par) and 
“Hot Cargo” (Par). Rosy $17,000. 
Last week, “Postman Rings Twice” 





| 
| (M-G), sock $28,000. 
| Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 40-70) 
i—“One More Tomorrow” (WB). 
| Fancy $17,000. Last week, “Blue 
| Dahlia” (Par) (2d wk), great $15,000. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—‘Her 
| Kind of Man” (WB) and “Prison 
Ship” (Col). Choice $10,000. -Last 
week, “Devotion” (WB) and “Night 
Editor” (Col), $9,500. 


Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—‘Post- 
jman Rings Twice” (M-G) (m.o.). 
Good $7,500. Last week, “Diary of 
| Chambermaid” (UA) (m.o.) and 

Red Dragon” (Mono), $6,000, fair. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,300; 40-70)— 
“Renegades” (Col) and “Talk About 
| Lady” (Col). Dandy $13,500. Last 
week, “Perilous Holiday” (Col) and 
“Meet Me on Broadway” (Col), snug 
$9,000. 

20th Century (20th Cent) 
40- 70) — “Heartbect” (RKO) 
“Swing Parade of 1946” (PRC) 
wk). Okay $8,000 or over. 
iweek, husky $15,000. 
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Stock Option Film Contracts 


enceforth Subject to Taxes 


Industry habit of spreading com-¢ 


pensation over over a period of years 
took a beating within thé past few 
weeks when the U. S. Treasury 
Dept’s, reversing a previous stand, 
clamped down on the practice of 
granting stock options. Ukase, in 
short, holds that paper profits gar- 
nered by conversion of options into 
stock are to be charged up as ordi- 
nary income for the year in which 
the option is exercised. Treasury’s 
change in attitude, as indicated by 
the new ruling, may play hob with 


other industry customs including 
newly initiated practice of leasing 


story material instead of an outright 
sale, film legalites opine. 

New ruling is retroactive to Feb. 
9%. 1945. Stock option habit sprung 
up under previous Treasury stand 
which permitted an exec, whose 
contract gave him that privilege to 
pick up stock under option and hold | 
it indefinitely without paying a 
penny in taxes. Department regula- | 
tion went further and provided that 





profits made on the sale of the stoc! 


would be charged as capital gain 
with the bite fixed at 25°, rather 
than at the substantially higher in- 
come tax rate. | 

Contracts such as_ that granted | 
Grad Sears by United Artists in | 
which part of compensation is a form 
of life insurance paid to the sales 
family in the event of his 
death, may also be affected, lawyers 


chief 


say. Understood that several other 
execs have been considering pacts 


similar to that obtained by Sears. 
Tax problem is also posed by the, 
story material, legalites 
Actually, it is said, there is 
little ditYerence between licensing a 
story or play for a fixed period in 
which a lump sum is paid at once 
and leasing the same story for a term 
of years. General rule enforced b) 
the Treasury provides for the pay- | 


leasing of 
aver. 


ment of the tax as income of one 
year where the transaction is com- 
pleted within that fiscal year. By | 


leasing, the author or playwright | 
spreads his compensation and there- 

by cuts his tax. Question which now 

crops up is whether tax officials will | 
regard leasing with jaundiced eyes 

as a device to escape the one-yeat 

provision, attorneys say. 


Judge Throws the Book At 
6th Ave. ‘Hot Shot’ Pixer 


the Miami 
(N. Y.) as a “public nuisanee” by the 


Branding of theatre 


court of special sessions this week, a 
novel legal procedure heretofore un- 
precedented so far as a N. Y. theatre 
is concerned, has Dept. of Lic: 
officials puzzled on the leneth of t me | 
the house will be padlocked as a re- 
sult of the judicial label. New York 
corporation counsel is currently be- 
ine quizzed to answer that one. 

Court hearings on Moncay (10) 
brought down the house when the 
three judges presiding, angered over 
the addition of 401 feet of “hot shots” 
in “Guilty Parent film which va 
playing at the Miami, called that the- 
atre a “cesspool, a menace 
dump on Sixth avenue.” Maximum 
fine of $500 was slapped against Bun- 
mir Amusement Corp., operator of 
ihe house, Benjamin Brodie, prez 
olf Benmir, who contrary to the cor- 
poration had pleaded not guilty, wl 
stand triat Sept. 23. 

Judge Hackenberg declared: “Any 
license issued for this place wili be 
over my dead body.” Padlochk.ns 
may be indefinite unless thenrtre 
owner can obtain a legal upset on 
appeal, license officials said. It wos 
pointed out that the License Dept.. 
itself, was now powerless to lift the 
ban without court action, 


ses 


Paramount Meeting 
Reported Routine 


Paramount board meeting Thuvs- 
day (6) is reported to have ben 
routine. There was no official an- 
houncement of the which 
Wes brief, 


session, 


Company's annual stockholders’ 
meeting will be held next Tuesday 
(18) to consider increase in capital 


Sock of dhe company. Later that 


Guy, Barney Balaban, president, will 
leave for the Coast, accompanied bs 
Coorge Weltner, head of the for- 
e€: n department, Leonard Golden- 
On, v.p. over theatres; Adolph Zu- 
kor, chairman of board, and Curtis 


Mitchel, publicity-advertisiny head 
to discuss preduct and other plans 





Flays Newsreel Overlap 
Indianapolis, June 11. 

Duplication in newsreels is 
latest target of Theatre Facts, 
bulletin of Associated Theatre 
Owners of Indiana, put out by 
Don Rossiter, secretary. “A num- 
ber of Indiana exhibitors have 
stated that the amount of shots 
duplicated by the different com- 
panies’ newsreels is at an all- 
time high,” Rossiter states in 
latest burn. “During the war the 
film companies used the short- 


ness of manpower, materials, 
difficulties of travel, etc., to ex- 
cuse duplication. That condi- 
tion no more ‘exists, and it’s 


high time the newsreels stop 
interchange of shots which re- 
duces greatly the value of the 
newsreel to the exhibitor.” 








| campaign 


'are already being operated 


Wai a 


Army Show Savvy 


To Hypo Hitches 


Army showmanship, which reached 


| a new high during World War II as 
| the War Dept. sought to enlist the 


country behind its GIs, is again out- 
doing itself in current efforts to re- 
build the Army via voluntary en- 
listments. With Congressional dilly- 
dallying preventing conscription 
procedure from providing the 1,- 
000,000 men the War Dept. wants, 
the Army is going all-out on an ad- 
vertising, publicity and exploitation 
that has seldom been 
equalled. 

Major item is the “Army Ground 
Forces Caravan,” which opened a 
five-day stand in Albany, N. Y. yes- 
terday (Tuesday). It takes 40 ve- 


| hicles, requiring almost two miles of 


road, to move it, with one of the 
truck-trailers, containing a_ tank, 
weighing 60 tons. Personnel includes 
110 men, eight officers and a dog 
trained to smell out the enemy. Ex- 
hibition moves from the Albany 
armory to Rochester and then pro- 
ceeds into New England. 

Another major exhibit is slated 
to open at Steel Pier, Atlantic City, 
June 22. Covering 11,000 square feet, 
it will include a Signal Corps’ dem- 
oustration of radar reaching the 
moon, jet-propelled planes, every 
sort of air and ground forces train- 


|ing gadget, airborne infantry equip- 
the exhibit | 


ment, ete., ete. Much of 





| 





| 
| 


is of an audience participation na- | 


ture. In addition, the personnel, 
consisting of 60 men, all combat 
veterans, will give three special 


shows a day 

Two Air Force traveling exhibits 
in New 
York City and New Jersey. Each of 
them is housed in 10 trucks and is 
in the nature of a walk-through. 
T° ey've all been put together under 
the guidance of Col. Dorsey Owings, 
director of public relations for re- 
cruiting of the 2d Service Command, 
which headquarters in New York. 

Owings also introduced something 


new in the way of radio promotion 
with a spot announcement platter 
edapted from the Army's Duck- 


worth marching chant, rather than 


| Stephens 
| Equity 


traight talk. Discs were so widely | 


played that the Army has changed 
the words ef the chant and is now 


putting them on some hundreds of | 
stations commercially as one-minute | 


announcements. Outlets are being 
paid to usé 10 of the spots a week. 

Another hunk of showmanship 
was the purchase last week by the 
Army of a five-minute five-times-a- 
week sports show on WJZ, N. Y. It 
is preceded by a 15-second version 
of the Duckworth chant recruiting 
disc. N. W. Ayer agency is handling 
the War Dept. radio account. 


Chico, Cal.’s, 3c Tax 


San Francisco, June 11. 
Chico, Cal., yesterday 
(Monday) voted 1,604 to 734 to up- 
hold a special license tax of 3c per 
admission, excepting children under 
12. on its two picture houses. Sena- 
1,400 and the American 980, 
both being Golden State theatres. 
Tax will net Chico approximately 
$16,000 annually. While the tax. 
jought by many as discriminatory, is 
upon the theatre ownership, nothing 
their passing it 
e theatvegoer in increa 


Citv of 


for seats 


ilong to 


prevent 
ed adimis- 


sions. 


| theares in 


|ATA 


Bassler’s Busy Summer 


Hollywood, June 1). 
Busiest producer at 20th-Fox this 


summer will be Robert Bassler, who 
has 
within six weeks, starting June 24 
with “The Homestretch,” a Techni- 
color production co-starring Cornel 
Wilde and Maureen O’Hara. 


four features slated to roll 


Others are “The High Window” 


and “Bob, Son of Battle,” starting 
simultaneously July 1, and “Party 
Line,” taking off Aug. 5. 





ATA’s Ist Move 


To Cut 20% Tax 


Opening gun in a newly initiated | 
campaign to scale down the current 
20% 
atres will be touched off today (12) 
when 
atres 
Robert 
huddle with Secretary of the Treas- 


Federal amusement tax on the- 


Ted Gamble, 
Assn. board 
Coyne, 


American The- 
chairman, and 
executive director, 


ury Fred M. Vinson. Move is con- 
sidered first step in an effort to win 


Treasury support of exhibitor pleas 


for Congressional action. 
the Federal tax 
rep joined in the 
fight last week which 
proposed bill to hike 
taxes by 10°, 


Preluding 
battle, Coyne as 
headed off a 
Illinois 


Designation of Vinson as nominee 


to Chief Justice post in the Supreme 


Court almost crimped slated confer- 
to go 
the confab despite the 
out Treasury 


ence. ATA 
ahead with 
nomination to sound 
sentiment. Gamble and Coyne will 
push the argument used successfully 
before the Illinois legislature that 
film admission taxes are directed 
against the poor man’s steady amuse- 
ment diet. Feasibility of a reduc- 
tion at the present time is also in 
for discussion. 

The two ATA officials will also 
meet with Basil O'Connor on the 
same day. O’Connor as head of both 
the Red Cross and The National 
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, 
charities which lean heavily on the- 
atre collections, is set to talk about 


officials decided 


ATA’s oOne-a-year theatre drive 
stand. With Gamble currently serv- 
ing as topman for the American 
Cancer Society, all three important 


charities will be represented. 

Problem 
tions poses 
thrashed out. 


major 


ticularly hard since 


two-thirds of its receipts are gar- 
nered in the filinhouses. ATA offi- 


cials, however, are not expected to 


yield on that point. 


SCHAEFER RETURNS TO 


PIX WITH 2 INDIES 


Hollywood, June 11. 

George J. Schaefer returns to film 
production with two pictures, “Mir- 
acle at Midnight” and “Shady An- 
gel.’ to be produced by William 
with financial backing by 
Capital Corp. Schaefer is 
president and _ board 
latter. 

First feature, “Miracle,” will be 
a starrer for Rin Tin Tin III, slated 


to roll in July. “Angel,” starring 
William Bendix, gets a January 
start. Meanwhile. Schaefer is nego- 


tiating for a release outlet. 


Arch Mercey’s Bow-Out 
Poses New Pix Problem 


Washington, June 11. 


Announcement by President Tru- 


man last week that he will permit 
the Office of War Mobilization & 
Reconversion to taper off and dis- 
appear in a couple of months, will 
result in the discontinuance or shift- 
ing of the OWMR liaison with the 
film industry. Unit is presently 
headed by Arch Mercey, former}s 
with OWL. 

Mercey serves as 
for Government 
sistance from the 


clearing house 
requests for as- 
studios and film 
connection with official 
and clips. Only recently, in an 
address in Florida, Merecey prom- 
ised exhibitors that the Government 
will very few requests foi 
screen time. and then only for very 
important subjects is the world 


shorts 


make 


uci 


food short ige. 


Folderoo of the job would mean 
that the indusitrv will be back to 
the old game of sparring with a 


dozen different Federal departments 
which want 
somcthing at the same time. 


and avencies, all ol 


successful | 


state | 


of distribution of collec- 
hurdle to be 
Understood, also, that 
| O'Connor opposes entire idea of one- 
|a-year drives which is figured to hit 
) the March of Dimes campaigns par- 
approximately 


chairman of | 


Casey lred at Retirement Reports; 
Labor Situation Still ‘Explosive’ 





A Stand-In Winnah 


One of the eastern N. Y. man- 
agers who won a prize entitling 
him to a trip overseas because 
of his work during the war in 
behalt of the War Activities 
Committee never made the trek, 
but it was through no fault of 
his own. When the owner of 
the circuit learned that one of 
his house managers had copped 
the European trip, he decided to 
go in his place. 





“After all, I taught that man- 
ager all he knows,” was the rea- 
soning of the boss. So the cir- 
cuit topper took the trip. 


Meakin Upped 
By RKO Theatres 


a majo} 








EE 


realignment move in 


operating supervision 
| numerous persons, Sol <A. Sch- 
| wartz, general manager of the RKO 
Hardie 
manager 


ircuit 


Cc has 
Meakin, 


promoted 


assistant division 


to post of divisional 
Trenton - New Brunswick - Washing- 
| ton group of theatres. 

In consequence of this step, Wil- 
Clark, Keith's, 
Dayton, is advanced to spot of as- 
sistant to Col. Arthur Frudenfeld, 
Cincinnati division manager, while 
Goodwin Sable, now manager of the 
; Colonial, Dayton, succeeds Clark in 
charge of Keith's. 


liam manager of 


In addition, Schwartz has created 
seven divisions over the Greater 
|New York group of theatres, which 
formerly was manned by two zone 
| managers, Charles B. McDonald and 
| Russell Emde, with two division 
managers each under them. Under 
the new setup. Michael Edelstein, 
Who was division manager with 
McDonald full command of a 


takes 


; who also was attached to Mce- 
| Donald’s zone. will be-assigned to 
'a special theatre post in the home- 
office. Emde's 
‘gers who take over for themselves 
|}are Edward Sniderman and Joseph 
{Di Lorenzo. 


two division 


John Hearns, who handled the 
Trenton-New Brunswick 
RKO. and Jay Golden, who super- 
| vised operations in Rochester, are 
'the other divisional heads in the 
Greater N. Y. area, which takes in 
| New York. Brooklyn, Long Island, 
| Westchester county and northern 
| New Jersey. 





Ferguson Joins Dietz, 
Strickling at Studio 


William R. Ferguson, Metro ex- 
| ploitation director, flew to the Coast 
‘Monday (10) to sit in on huddles 


with Howard Dietz, veepee over ad- 
vertising, and Howard Strickling, 
publicity chief. Dietz and 
| Strickling have been conferring for 
| the 


i studio 


last several weeks on 


hypoed 
| a ‘ bi i 
‘publicity and exploitation campaigns 
for Metro’s forthcoming product. 


the h.o. over the weekend. 


Dietz 


will stay longer on the Coast to fin-, 


ish setting up his studio office, new 
venture which he hopes will bring 
ubout between 


closer cooperation 
the studio and h.o. publicity staffs. 


MPRFE Greenlighted For 
$231,000 Hospital 


Holly 


permits 


vood, June 11. 


Building were granted by 


the Civilian Productign Administra- 
ion to the Motion Picture Relief 
Fund for a $231,000 hospital and the 
Motion Picture Centre for a $250,000 
sound stare. 

Meanwhile, RKO was denied per- 


mission to erect an office building 
costing $61,350. 

Fund wil hold its annual meeting 
July 7 and has invited all studio! 
employes to inspect the home and 
leal ibout its work in behalf of 
needy and dependent film workers. 


affecting | 


over the Cincinnati-Dayton division, 


head of the'| 


group of houses, while Sigurd Wexo, | 


mana- | 


houses for | 


Strickling is expected to return to | 


+ Indignant at reports he was plan- 
ning or had been asked to quit his 
post as studio labor contact, Pat 
Casey in New York last week stated 
that no one had ever spoken to him 
on the subject. Asked if he was 
considering retiring, he said: “I 
won’t say yes and I won’t say no 
until someone asks me to get out. 
I don’t believe in crossing bridges 
until I come to them.” 


(Eric Johnston, president of the 
Motion Picture Association, the 
previous week told Variery that 
he was desirous of bringing into the 
industry, under his wing, a younger 
man familiar with all aspects of 
modern labor relations techniques. 
He stated the matter of Casey’s re- 
|tirement had been discussed. Casey, 
171, is independent of the MPA set- 
up. His salary is borne by 10 com- 
panies.) 

Casey declared the present labor 
situation in Hollywood is as explo- 
sive as at any time in the industry's 
history, with conditions now almost 
identical to March, 
which led to last year’s seven-month 
studio strike. He said he abso- 
lutely no way out of it as long as 
the American Federation of Labor 
refused to settle jurisdictional dis- 
putes among its member unions and 
guilds. In all its history, Casey ob- 
served, AFL has nevei one 
such dispute, 

Commenting on Johnston's present 
efforts on the Coast to bring labor 





those of 1945 


saw 


settled 


|peace and_ stability, Casey com- 
mented: “If ne can solve it, he’s a 
bird.” Vet labor contact expressed 


little faith in the three points for 
| studio peace that Johnston outlined 
jin VARIETY last week. Two of these 
| points—an arbitration system and 
|establishment of a single committee 
,of labor to negotiate all wage agree- 


iments on behalf of craft unions— 


| Casey said had been aims of studio 


execs for years, but they’ve never 
| succeeded in getting the union lead- 
ers agree to them. 


| The third point—greater continu- 
|ity of employment to relieve the 
workers’ feelings of insecurity, 
| which Johnston contends is the root 
of the labor problem—Casey said he 
thought was impossible. He de- 
'clared the industry just isn’t organ- 
ized in any way to make more stable 
employment conditions feasible. 


Commenting on questionable stu- 
|dio labor practices of the past— 
which in some quarters have been 
jblamed for Hollywood's present 
troubles—Casey justified them as 
jhaving been forced on the industry. 
He said the producers were forever 
under a threat from officers of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees to close down the 
nation’s theatres if they didn’t get 
their demands. Inasmuch as this 
was the most serious possible action 
and would cost the companies hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars daily, 
| thes gave in. 


Present labor troubles, similar to 
j those of last year, grow out of the 
|AFL’s practice of ditect chartering 
}of international unions in jurisdic- 
tional fields exactly parallel to 
unions already operating under 
IATSE charter. IA is an AFL affili- 
ate. The opposing AlfL-chartered 
groups operate as the Conference of 
Studio Unions. Casey indicated he 
{thought Johnston would find him- 
self a babe-in-the-woods in these 
violent cross-currents with all their 
background complications. 


_ Casey returned to the Coast 
yesterday (Tuesday) after a week 
in the east on “perscnal business.” 


Seeks French Talent 
For N.Y Vaude Policy 


Andre Magnus, director of pub- 
licity for Siritzky International Pic- 
} tures, planed to Paris last week to 
jcontact French radio, stage and 
| screen talent for appearances in 
| stageshows to be put on by the 
Siritzkys at the Ambassador, N. Y., 
starting in September. 


Stagebil's, of foreign flaver, will 
be plarect ith French, Italian and 
other foreizn-macde pix. 


RENE CLAIR PARISWARDS 
Hollywood, June 11. 
Rene Clair shoves off for Paris in 
two to produce and direct a 
series of French language pictures 
for RKO in with Pathe 
Cinema. 
First of the series Vv ill be “Golden 
Silence,” with Raimu and Francois 


weeks 


association 


Perier topping the cast. 
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Metro's 30th Anni Party for Durante | 


Starts as a Gag and Winds Up an Event 


By ABEL GREEN 

What started as a synthetic nos- 
talyic stunt by Metro’s Joe Paster- 
nak and Howard Dietz, et al.| 
in order to give the concurrent 
Capitol (N.Y.) film, “Two Sisters 
from Boston,” a little extra impetus 
turned out to be one of those mem 
orable Broadway nights which could 
play a week-stand. Dubbed a party 
in honor of Jimmy Durante’s “30th 
anniversary in show business,” the 
pressagented Metro stunt was 
eclipsed by an honest sentiment ity 
which no studio could underwrit 
nor any p.a.s. promulgate to the de- 
gree it was achieved. 

The idea of doing honor 
Schnozzola was such a natural that 
it was soon apparent to the Metro 
homeoffice publicists their probiem 
would be one of selection rather 
than promotion. The demands for 


ducats for the “Club Durant,” on the 
site of the Prohibition landmark, the 


Silver Slipper, at Broadway ana 
48th. were hotter than a 1946 drive- 
yourself. 

For the occasion even the City 
Fathers dispensed with protocol fot 
one of its favorite sons and Issuea 
a one-night liquor license to the 
“Club Dura f Today it’s actu- 


ally the Golden Slipper, one of those 
dime-a-dance creep joints where, as 
Schnozzola cracked, he came down 
that afternoon “to case the jernt, I 
hoid a record playing, and, before I 
knew it, one of the hostesses grabbed 
me and right away I was taking s!x 
fast 


lessons.” 


As Carol Bruce aptly put it, when! 


called on to do something, by co-em- 
cee Danny Healy, “This is Jimmy's 
night.” which is why the host of 
other top names refrained. Clayton 
Jackson & Durante, reunited for the 
occasion, reprised almost everything 
they ever did with the exception of 


Mile. Fifis “The Americans” and 
“Wood,” latter because of the lack 
of props. 


Lou Clayton doing his schottische 
—jincluding the prop salt—and Eddie 
Jackson with his sockeroo strut and 
general vocal assist to the Great 
Proboscis gave the young-oldsters a 
nostalgic bang. This was the rein- 
carnation of the glamorous Prohibi- 
tion era in all degrees. Sime’s re- 
view—reprinted herewith—when he 
first caught the boys at Loew’s State 
March 16, 1927, still holds true. They 
did everything in the book. 

Still Terrific 

Vet showmen like Irving Berlin, 
E. Ray Goetz, Billy Rose, Ear! Car- 
roll, Milton Berle, Xavier Cugat, 
Monte Proser, Eddie Davis, Sherman 
Billingsley, Danny Healy, Joe Lau- 
rie, Jr.. Harry Hershfield, and the 
seasoned Broadwayfarers like Louis 
Sobol, Dorothy Kilgallen and Danton 


Walker, among others, later ap- 
praised the boys, as regards 1946 
standards. The conclusion was 


they're as socko today. 
all Volsteadian sentimentality, it 
can honestly be said that Du- 
ranie & Co. have a spark which is 
truly unique. The best answer is 
Schnoz’s continued riding the crest. 
N. Y. Post’s Ear] Wilson, who wasn't 
around Broadway 20-25 years ago, 
best sums up the newcomers’ reac- 
tions to the Great Schnozzola when 
he said: “It’s all I’ve been hearing.” 
Good Ad Libs 

The spontaneity of the Durante- 
isms made for as much of the fun 
as their now seasoned routines. As 
the snapshots flashed Durante ex- 
claimed, “I'm being more photo- 
graphed here than in my picture.” 
In tribute to Lou Clayton, now his 
manazer, he exclaimed, “But tell me, 
folks, how much is 300%!” Seeing 
the mob he cracked, “Chee, I wish 
it was a payin’ crowd tonight.” Rem- 
iniscing about “Red Hot and Blue,” 
in which show he was with Bob 
Hope and Ethel Merman, he mused, 


Stripped of 


“I wonder what became of them 
while I've gone on to_ greater 
heights.” 


Leon Enken, headwaiter for Clay- 
ton, Jackson & Durante at the old 
Parody and Dover Clubs, asked for 
the privilege of headwaiting again 
for this occasion, as did Bob Collins, 
now at Gallagher’s. Incidentally, 
Leon (& Eddie’s) worked harder 
that night than at his own joint. His 
partner, Eddie Davis, also walked 
out on their 52d st. bistro to emcee 
the first show. Danny Healy took 
over for the second frolic—more of 
CJ&D—and, incidentally, Healy evi- 
denced himself not only as the pe- 
rennial juvenile but one of the bet- 
ter emcees, bringing Helen Cohan. 
Lila Rhodes (Mrs. Charlie 








Who’s That Guy? 


Metro's Curly Harris had is- 
ued instructions they-shall-not- 
pass without proper invitation 
card for the Schnozzola party, so 


one guy. sans ticket, was held up 
fi minutes at the door until 
properly identified 

He was only Mayor William 


O'Dwyer of N.Y. City. 





Brandts’ Skyscraper 
Or Hotel Planned For 
424-434 St., N.Y., Plot 


Now owning five theatre proper- 
ties which extend from 42d street 
through to 43d in New York, all that 
the Brandt circuit needs to com- 
plete what Harry Brandt, president, 


declares will be the largest plot in 

the Times Square area will be the 

purchase of a_ one-story cafeteria | 
, 

4 tury ar} th take « 1 30 

structure which takes up aroun 

feet on 42d street. Located in be- | 


tween the Apollo and Selwyn thea- 


tres. Brandt admitted that “we may 
have to pay through the nose for | 
this piece of property.” 


Brandt interests. headed by Harry 
and William, have no immediate 
plans for the 42d-43d properties, but 
after up and building 


things ease 


can be entertained, they will decide | 


what to do in developing the large 


parcel. Harry Brandt stated that, 
meantime, the five film houses will 
continue in operation. A skyscraper 
with possibly a couple theatres or 


a large hotel are mentioned as pos- | 


sibilities 
42d 


Theatres fronting on street, 


all adjoining each other except for | 
between | 


the restaurant standing 
two of them, are the Victory, Times 
Square, Apollo, Lyric and Selwyn. 
Some of these theatre properties ex- 
tend 

which 
feet, 

realty 
houses 


there is a frontage of 227 
while on 42d street itself the 
extends 316 feet. All of the 
play grind double features, 
mostly old pictures. 

A deal acquiring the “fee” to the 
Victory theatre property brought 
about complete ownership of the 
large parcel by the Brandts. 


Singer’s Soundies Suit 
Settled; Sum Secretive 


Ross Leonard, singer, discontinued 
his suit against Soundies Distributing 
Corp. in New York federal court. 
Singer charged Soundies’ with 
distributing without consent a 
coin machine film galled “Something 
to Write Home About,” containing a 
transcription of his voice. He set- 
tled for an undisclosed sum, 

Leonard, whose real name is Pat 
Rossi, had sued for punitive dam- 
ages of $25,000, plus an _ injunc- 
tion and an accounting of profits. 


and people like that to the limelight, 
in contrast to the current crop of 
show biz names. 

The Whole Book 


Durante started off with the first 
song he ever sang in the original 
Club Durant ‘(no final ‘e’ in those 
days: saved electricity that way) on 
58th off Broadway, over a garage. 
|It was “So I Ups to Him” and, from 
‘then on, the resulting hand-to- 
hand acclaim truly substantiated 
that “this evening is the highlight of 
my whole career.” Thereafter he 


did the gamut from “Jimmy the! 
Well Dressed Man” to “Umbriago.” 
Mayor William O'Dwyer was 


among the attendees, unobtrusively 
in a corner, but, incidentally, in cu- 
rious location juxtaposition to some 
other notorious “characters.” Hiz- 
|zoner expedited the special one- 


night liquor license for the occasion. | 


Also, for the occasion, Varietry 
published a special giveaway, “Jim- 
my Durante’s 30th Anniversary Edi- 
tion.” Joe Laurie, Jr.’s story on 
“How Schnoz Blew Into Town!” led 
|the paper, and special articles on 
The Great Profile were reprinted in 
this souvenir replica of V-rwery. 

‘The name byliners included Damon 
Runyon, Walter Winchell, Bosley 
Crowther, Earl Wilson, Dorothy 
Kilgallen, Sidney Skolsky, Mark 
Hellinger, Ed Sullivan, Louis Sobol. 

Sime’s review (March 16, 1927), 

also reprised in the special sheet, 


King) ‘is herewith, 


through the block to 43d on} 





Sime’s Review 


(March 16, 1927) 





| and JIMMY DURANTE (10) 
(“Just for a Laugh” (Comedy 
| Songs) 

124 Mins.: One and Full Stage 
| eee State (V.P.) 

| 


and 


Here’s a tough break, because it is 
necessary to sav that these boys 
went over to a hit Monday night at 
the State, their initial vaude appear- 


| ance as a trio 

It's tough because this was the 
| ehance awaited to send over a re 
| ceipt in- full for the many checks at 
their various sawdust joints. These, 
| Lou Clayton, Eddie Jackson and 
| Jimmy Durante, are cate entertain- 
ers, by training, instinct, nature, 
good nature ability disposition 


love (of coin) and anything else you 
may want to add. 


| New to vaude and how to frame a 
| stage turn, with the cabaret or night- 
| club floor so familiar, the boys did 
| exceptionally well in routining by 
ithe Monday night’ performance 
| They clipped down 34 minutes 
from 44 at the 

Each of the bovsz go quite some 
on the solo efforts. Those started 

with Eddie Jackson in his two in- 
dividual tries, then Lou Clayton, 
iwho bowled them with fancy 
step dancing. and _ finally Jimmy 
with his negligee tux, or whatever 
it looks like. 

Not overlooking Harry Donnelly’s 
Parody Club orchestra. doing and 
sounding much better on the stage 
of the large State than it does in 
the one-flight-down Parody room. 


to 


matinee. 


his 


And it may be further particularized | 


that the Donnelly orchestra’ can 
stand up with any in New York or 
on the road now, of its comparative 
size (10 men), for music or versa- 
tilitv. It was somewhat surprising 
to one who knows the band so well 
to hear how much better it did 
sound at the State than on the floor. 

With this trio of entertainers it’s 
just a matter of routine for the 
stage. They have enough- to select 
a corking act before the 
over, and hold that in reserve until 


they accept another stage engage- 
ment. Previously their only joint 
Stage appearances have been for 


, benefits, including their Winter Gar- 
| den Sunday night engagements. 

Lou and Eddie are all set as they 
|}are. It’s Jimmy who must set him- 
| self, as he carries the burden of the 
| comedy and nearly all of the en- 
| sembles. For instance, 
| tra directing -bit; that panicked the 
| well. But it wasn’t so good and it 
| wasn’t Jimmy Durante. Jimmy can 


| draw his comedy just as broad, and | 


|much finer. And “Yucatan” 
| never be a sharpshooting stage riot. 

Opening in “one” with Donnelly 
alone at the piano, the three boys 
gagged along with Jimmy in a Stet- 
| son, probably borrowed, and singing 
| “I'm Going to Tell a Story.” full of 
| gags, helped by his two companions. 
| When going into the full stage. a 
; handsome set with the orchestra 
grouped in the center, it told that 
unless the “one” opening is neces- 
sary, the act should start in the full 
set, the nightclub scene, and remain 
there. 


“She’s Just a Cow” and “Old 
Broadway” were brand new to the 
house from their laughter and ap- 
plause. So was “Yucatan” and “The 
Noose” (news), also all of The Nose 
(schnozzle) stuff. Lou worked the 
nose thing to the limit. 


For the finale it was “Jimmy, the 
Well Dressed Man.” Durante’s own 
song, and a catch-phrase around 
town now, picked up from one of 
the Durante dumps that started on 
West 58th street, moved by request 
to 5lst street, and again playing for 
more people and money at the 
Parody, where they are one of the 


sights of the town. That goes both 
ways. 


For an encore Eddie did his “Hot- 
| test Boy,” bringing up another fact, 
that the longer anyone watches this 
trio, the more they like them. There 
is no act in the business that grows 
on an audience like these three boys, 
through their work and _ personali- 








ties. Each is individual and neither 
clashes, 

Anyhow, the State is only next 
door. 


It will be a pleasure to hop 
in at a supper show some day this 


week to see them flop. They all 
flop at supper shows. 
| Furthermore, this settles the 


mooted point whether these unques- 
tioned and unique entertainers will 
do for the stage. They will for any 
Stage. Sime. 





“BLUE SKIES’ CHI PREEM 


| AS A SALUTE TO B&K 


Paramount will world-premiere 
Irving Berlin's “Blue Skies” in Chi- 
cago in September as a salute te 
Balaban & Katz, pioneers in de luxe 


motion picture theatre operation. 
|B & K rarely indulges in world 
preems. 

There will be a national “Blue 
Skies” Week during which Berlin 
will make persenals, radio guest- 
shots. 


week is | 


| he 


the orches- | 


| balcony and seemingly downstairs as | 


will | 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Occasion of Warners’ 20th anniver 


'| the hostile attitude towards films on 
LOU CLAYTON, EDDIE JACKSON | 


days of sound. 


sary celebration of talking pix recalls 
the part of vaude bookers in the early 


Introduction of sound was looked upon as a deadly chal- 


‘lenge to the variety stage, which already had lost lots of ground to the 


silent films, and talent was turning 
way of keeping in the public eye. 
Trying to dam this drift to films 


Albee circuit controlled the major part of the country’s vauders. 
threatened to blacklist all performers who appeared in sound pix and, in 


more and more to sound shorts as » 


was Edward F. Albee, whose Keith- 
Albee 


| 1927, K-A inserted a clause in all contracts forbidding actors to appear on 


Vitaphone 
over to the 
‘and radio, 


new medium. 


As is known, the vaude artists ignored Albee’s threat and went 
Among those who fared better on the 
which benefited tremendously because 


screen 


of the new flock of 


audible stars who were created) were Jack Benny, Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, 


Fibber McGee & Molly, Bob Burns 
many others. 

While studio space on the Coast re 
the increasing 
seeking Hollywood studios are finding 
period of time, according to Gordo 
Center. 

Knox returned from the Coast last 


number 


of producers 


Edgar Bergen, Burns and Allen 


ang 


mains tight for any major production, 
of commercially-sponsored pictures 
it fairly easy to rent space for a short 


1 Knox, prexy of the Princeton Film 


week, where he lined up space at the 


new Morey & Sutherland studios for a two-reeler for an as yet unidentified 


| sponsor. Knox plans to start rolling 


for 
directors, 


will use studio technicians 
| staff of writers and 


the 


Insiders got a snicker out of Bosley 


shooting schedule, utilizing Hollywood talent 


the film sometime in July on a 10-day 
Under IATSE rules, Knox 


picture but will take along his own 


Crowther’s review in the N. Y. Times 


Saturday (8 of “Without Reservations’ (RKO). Crowther and _ the 
Screen Writers’ Guild have been in combat for several months over +# 
SWG charge that he didnt give proper credit to writers on a picture. 
Times critic, in his “Reservations” review, said: “. .. there are several tire- 


some episodes and foolish attempts at sight gags to remind one that writer 


and director were laboring heavily to put over a stunt... 


who produced, and Mervyn LeRoy, w 
little more taste 
the screen play, Andrew Solt?” 


awaiting a first-hand look at a new Swedish film which Warner 
Lindefors 
she's already on the Coast—but was importing Miss Linde- 


bringing over with 
under contract 
fors’ last Swedish-made film for acade 
as happened with David O. Selznick 

Incidentally, Katherine Brown, for 
and now running the N. Y. office of 
Lindefors deal. 


Viveca 


Carey Wilson, Metro producer, 
|} Wheeling tongue, is not averse to 
verbosity. Irving Thalberg once tol 


or should we charge the omission against the 


Ingrid Bergman prolonged her Nev 


. Jesse Lasky 
ho directed, should have manifested ; 
of 


writer 


vy York stay recently, but to no avail, 
Bros 
Swedish 


Was 


starred. WB has the girl 
‘mic reasons and possibly also remake, 
‘s “Intermezzo” (Bergman). 

mer RKO story editor in New 
Leland Hayward (MCA), set the 


York 
WB- 


who has perhaps Hollywood's mosi free- 


telling stories on himself about his 
dad him, he sez, that it’s a good thing 


























didn’t write the Lord’s Prayer. “It might have been pretty good,” 
Thalberg said, “but it would have taken 20,000 words.” 
* a 
’ . of Mary Dugan,” “Rio Rita.” “Pan- 
Mayer Ss Policy ama Hattie,” “White Cargo.” “Girl 
| : Crazy,” “Tonight at 8:30.° “Grand 
Continued from page 5 Gammel Hotel,” “Dinner at Eight” and 
ORS ; — ; - hect. | Idiot's Delight.” 
ee: eater va wae Gens. ee Oe Settlement has been worked out 
| Selling books by Metro with Howard Hoyt ho 
| Final determination to halt par- headed the lay “cata 2 pee 
| ticipation in production of legiters | po rriet Ka a Poy Karner ary . 
and purchase of screen rights prior | eit that "i 'e teens apoviel std 
to a show's appearance on Broadway | or ne eee. ee 
lcame with a going-over by Mayer ere given when the department 
lof current season's figures. Aside was disbanded was insufficient in 
{from “Show Boat,” screen rights Polke of the exec positions they held. 
| which M-G already owned, no move showing negotiations , last week 
has been made toward filming any with Metro prez Nicholas M. 


of the other six plays in which the 
| company participated—and it ap- 
| pears possible that they never will 
be picturized. 

Even “On the Town,” which was 
|a solid hit, has attracted no interest 
from Metro's producers. And screen 
rights are costing the studio around 
$210,000. It put up about $250,000 
for the rights and is getting back 
‘approximately $40,000 as its share 
of receipts. 


“Show Boat,” Et Al. 

“Show Boat” hasn't returned any- 
thing to Metro yet, although it is 
| running at a profit and is expectec 
to get the company back by the end 
of the year the $172,000 it contrib- 
uted toward the $300,000 production 
cost. If it continues running in the 
black after Jan. 1, Metro, of course, 
will be on velvet. 

“Day Before Spring,” which was 
a flop, represented total expendi- 
ture of better than $225,000, with 
$100,000 base film rights cost, $60,000 
in weekly payments while it was 
running and $75,000 for participation 
in the legit production. “Streets 
Were Guarded” was practically to- 








$60,000—although it made no deal 
for pic rights. All the coin was lost. 
“Soldier’s Wife,’ which ran for 


better than 20 weeks, was a bit bet- 
ter. M-G got back half of its share 
($25,000) of the production cost. 
Screen rights cost it $75,000, in ad- 
| dition to the usual Dramatists’ Guild 
contract arrangements of 15° of the 
weekly receipts. On “Rich Full 


Life,” Metro put up $25,000 in pro- | 


}duction costs and got back $18,000. 
|It paid about $80,000 in addition for 
| pic rights. 

“Round Trip” had $20,000 of Met- 
_ro’s coin in its total 50G production 
| cost. It got none of it back and had 
no picture rights. 

| On the other hand, Metro has gar- 
jnered quite a list of profitable prop- 
| erties from Broadway in past years. 
Some of them are: “The Women,” 
“Babes in Arms,” “Balalaika,” “Shop 
Around the Corner.” “New Moon,” 
“Wizard of Oz,” “Strike Up the 
Band,” “Philadelphia Story,” “Trial 


tally financed by Metro—it put un | 


Schenck, Hoyt and Miss Kaplan got 
additional sums which they now 
consider “satisfactory.” Both aie 
taking vacations at the moment and 
expect to announce future 
shortly. 


MPRF GREENLIGHTED 
FOR $231,000 HOSPITAL 


American Council on Education 
.and the Film Council of America 
|have completed plans for the na- 
|tional audio-visual conference to dis- 
;cuss motion picture work of the 
| United Nations Educations!, Scien- 
| tific & Cultural Organization, slated 
|for Friday (14) and Saturday (15) 
jin Washington. 

| Leading American educators and 
film and recording specialists will 
, huddle with U. S. State Dept. reps 
and delegates from major civic or- 
| Sanizations in formulating recome- 
/mendations to be presented to the 
| UNESCO preparatory commission, 
scheduled to meet in London in July. 
| Dr. George F. Zook, ACE prexy, will 
| preside at the two-day session, 
Participants in the conference, in 
|addition to Government agencies 
concerned with UNESCO, such as 
ithe Office of Education and Dept. of 
Agriculture, will represent most edu- 
joo professional and civic organi- 
zations dealing in production, distri- 
bution or use of motion pictures and 
‘other visual materials. These in- 
|Clude the National Education Assn, 
National University Extension Assn. 
National Assn:, National Assn. of 
Broadcasters, National Assn. of Vis- 
ual Education Dealers, Allied Non- 
Theatrical Films Assn., Educational 
'Film Library Assn. American 
|Library Assn. and the Assn. of Edu- 
; cational Film Producers. 

| Also slated to attend are reps of 
| the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, International Film Founda- 
(tion, Independent Citizens Commit- 
att of the Arts, Sciences and Profes- 
sions, American Assn. of University 
Women, American Unitarian Assn.. 
and the Carnegie Endowment fo: 
International Peace. 


plans 
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ARNOLD PRESSBURGER presents 


GEORGE SANDERS SIGNE HASSO + CAROLE LANDIS. A Scandal in Paris 


Alma Kruger « Alan Napier’ Jo Ann Marlowe « Viadimir Sokoloff « Directed’by DOUGLAS SIRK- Screenplay by ELLIS ST. JOSEPH + Produced by ARNOLD PRESSBURCER. reiease thru United Ar 
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Minnesota Amus. Buys Mpls. Lyric 
For $150,000; Other Xchange Briefs 


Lyric theatre 
operated by 


ment Co. ¢ 
moveover 


house, a 
large circuit reportedly for $150,000. 


Minneapolis 
1.100-seat loop spo 


the Minnesota Amuse- 
an “A 
this 


Paramount) as 


bought by 





+ 
| 
| 


$5,000 Studio Fire 


Hollywood, June 11. 
backlot. known as ‘40 


| Sales Pinch 














'which these outfits have been en- 
deavoring to cover by upping other 
personnel, That's a natural expedi- 
ent, but one that can only be car- 
ried so far because of inability of 
lesser execs to carry the bigger | 
loads or their unwillingness to take 
on heavier responsibilities. Promo- 
tion plan has already gone farther 
than much of the personnel justi- 
some execs feel, and voids in 
major company staffs, particularly 
at the district manager level, still 
exist 


In 


Continued from page 7 Game" | 
| 


| 


11es, 


to off 


sales 


addition men drained 
by indies, top help been 
lost to the production the 
business, with its promises of quick- 


has 


end of 


other 


: RKO Pathe 
Theatre had been under lease to the | é ptt hn ahaial 
Minnesota for many year: Acres,” was swept by fire Monday 
Circuit already has_ start IM- | (10) to extent of $5,000 damages 
yrovement rogram at tnis jouse, , ‘ ; . } . 
[ luding E nee in lobby and Major damage was causea n 
foyer, and redecorations. No change !“Gone With the Wind” sets whieh 
wn) » 3 annea for ¢ rese! i , i ; 
in policy is planned for the present are still standing but the fire was | 
Gates’ Successor checked before damage was inflicted 
Fred Stengl named manager of |on nearby houses 
insurance department at Warner — : 
Bros., succeeding the late Frank L 


Gates. 
years, 
ago and 
time 
ago 


In the 
Stengl joined 
Wi 
of latter’s death a few 


insurance field for 
WB two 


is assistant to 


Install ITOA Officers 


Newly elected officers 01 
dependent Theatre Owners Assn. will 
installed 
Roosevelt at a 
(13) 
Y With James J. 
fue sts 
clude Mayor O’Dwyer, Anna Rosen- 
berg and N. Y. License Commission- | 


be 
morrow 
WY “UW 
IN. 


ing, other 


the 
by Mrs. Franklin 
luncheon set for 
at the Hotel 
Le oa 11 

W AaAIiA©i 


of honor will 


er Benjamin Fielding. 


Badge of office for a year’s tenure |: 
be pre 
prez; David Weinstock, first veepee 
Max A. Cohen, second veepee; I 


will 


Rosenblatt, 


sented to Harry 


treas.; J. Joshua 


geant-at-arms. 


$100,000 Columbus House Planned 


City has granted a permit for a} 
$100,000 theatre and 


Columbus. 


store 


to the Livingston Enterprises, Inc. : 

The Uptown Theatre, neighborhood | sist of a full-length program of|to buy stock at lower than market 
house here, closed June 6 to permit 
redecoration. 


Closed 


Dy 


fire since last 


In- 


Brandt 


Gold- | 
berg, secy.; and John C. Bolte, ser- 


28 
ye ars 
Gates at 


months 


D. | 
to- 
Astor, 
CisecCece 
in- 





building | 


Decem- 


ber, the Linden theatre has reopened, 


having been 


lobby. 


Metro’s 


rebuilt from stage 





‘Brother Rat’ Preem 


to | 





j 


Metro. tying in with inaugutation | 


ceremonies at the Virginia Miiitary 
staged 


Institute, 


(Continued on page 55) 


| designed 
| school 


Exhibs Catering to Sat. 
Mat Kids With Special 


Programs of Shorts 


Responding to pressure from par- 
ent-teacher groups, theatre circuits 


|}around the country are increasingly 


foilowing the pract.ce of » tting on 


nd low fear . , 
watulUuay m@mitwCiiiv'r id 4 


exclusively 


een programs 
. for kids f 
age. Move is being made to 

offset the charges that 
are one cause for the upbeat in 
juvenile delinquency, and that ex- 
hibs have shown a lack of social 


,eon | responsibility in indiscriminately al- 


lowing kids to buy their way in for 
any type of picture. Exhibs are now 
able to retort that it’s 
elders to direct their children to the 
specially designed shows and shoo 
them away from the questionable 


pix. 


The Saturday p. m. shows con- 
shorts and cartoons and are widely 
plugged in newspaper ads. Some 
houses have been booking three- 
hour packages of straight cartoons 
but have heard criticism on this 
score for feeding the kids too much 
pie. Community organizations, which 
have taken interest in the shows, 


are pressing for varied programs 


a Hollywood-type | combining entertainment and edu- 


cational values. 











New York Theatres 








lurid films | 


up to the | 








Joan 
LESLIE 





A WARNER 
“JANIE GETS MARRIED" 


ERSKINE HAWKINS 


AND HIS 


BROS. HIT 


With 
Robert 


e HUTTON 


In Person 


ORCHESTRA 
1 


The Berry Bros. ©. The Charioteers 
B'way at 47th St. STRAND 





BETTE DAVIS 


In Warner Bros. Hit 


“A STOLEN LIFE” 


With 
Glenn FORD © Dane CLARK 


Walter BRENNAN ® Charlie RUGGLES 
Directed by Curtis Bernhardt 


HOLLYWOOD 


Continuous B’way at 5ist Street 


er gains, and to industries 
Many men in field have re- 
| signed in recent years to take ove! 
theatres of their own. In addition, | 
since the selling system instituted | 
by the consent decree, most com- | 
panies have found it desirable to | 
have more divisions, more districts 
and more salesmen in each branch. 


forces 


So that’s added still further to the 
shortage. 
| There's scarcely a homeoffice exec 


or division manager who hasn't been 
approached in one way or another 
with an offer of another job. But 
with most of these men earning $600 
la week and upwards, they are in a 
|category where the tax situation | 
| makes offers of more coin almost | 
|meaningless. They don’t feel, in 
most cases, that the small amount 
of extra green they could keep} 
makes it worthwhile giving up the 
of jobs they've held 


| security 
years, 
Gimmicks 


for | 


| When tax laws were more lenient, 
execs were wooed away with options | 


and 
that 
stock 


accounts 
gimmicks. But 
any more. The 
| warrants scheme, which used to | 
|make stock .profits made as part | 
|of an employment contract a capi- 
| tal gains, now taxes them as straight 
income, and expense accounts, be- | 
yond actual accountable expenses, | 
lare likewise fully taxable. 


| Long-range to all 


| price, big expense 
other such 
| doesn’t go 


solution this 


_|is seen by distrib toppers as careful 


{choice and training of men for the | 
|bottom of the ladder. That’s the 





| being upped to around $85. Latter 


| petition among companies and from 
theatre operation has pushed it up. 


|Necessity of getting and holding good 
There’s a big jump in pay between 


salesman and the next rung, the 
branch manager. 


Number of companies have been 














CHARLES BOYER 
JENNIFER JONES 


in 
ERNST LUBITSCH’S 


CLUNY BROWN 


20th Century-Fox 


RIVOLI 


B’way & 49th St. Doors open 9:30 A.M. 


combing ranks of returning vets for 
likely prospects as student film ped- 
dlers and feel they have made some 
good choices. Average of about one 
|out of three studes sticks it out to 
become a permanent member of the 
industry. Present discomforts and 
hardships of traveling are discour- 
aging to many of them. 

















John HODIAK © Noncy GUILD 


‘Somewhere in the Night’ 


A 2th Century-Fox Picture 


Plus on Stage—COPACABANA REVUE 
DESI ARNAZ Extra! PETER LIND HAYES 


__ROXY 


ith Ave. & 
50th St. 








Alan 
LADD - 


“THE 
A George Marshall 


Paramount Presents 


Veronica William 
LAKE - BENDIX 
BLUE DAHLIA" 
Production 


In Person 


DUKE ELLINGTON 
And His Orchestra 
ST 
Extra—THE 
PARAMOUNT, Times Square 


UMP & STUMPY 
MILLS BROS. 


RADIO CITY 

MUSIC HALL 
“TO EACH 
HIS OWN” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 





Joan Crawford Setting 
Final Enterprise Details 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Joan Crawford and Enterprise are 
entering final stages of all negotia- 
tions, with the actress understood 
ready to ink three-picture pact on 
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SAMUEL GOLDWYN presents 
DANNY KAYE . 
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— Technicolor 


ASTOR 45's. 
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ON SCREEN | IN PERSON 
Thurs., 


John GARFIELD | 
> 3 ‘The Postman 
‘E Aiways Rings 
are Twice’ 


June 13! Menasha Skulnik 


TURNER = Henry ‘Red’ Allen 
and 
J. C. Higginbotham 
and Band 





EXTRA! 





Renee De Marco 











rom | GEORGE taby HAVE 
B'WAY 


Ty.\5.\4 thar 


CLAUDETTE COLBERT 
JOHN WAYNE 
"Without Reservations” 


With DON DeFORE 
An RKO Radio Picture 













8TH BIG WEEK! 
WALT DISNEY’S 


COMEDY MUSICAL FEATURE 


mabey nse! 














participation basis. She is expected 
to start work on new ticket im- 
mediately upon completion of cur- 
rent chores in “The Secret,” her 
final picture at Warners. 

Discussions she had earlier with 
Skirball-Manning have been called 
off. 


Enterprise is mulling the idea of 
sending Ingrid Bergman and Charles 


of shooting on ‘Arch of Triumph’ 


than the construction of sets in 
of publicity, Enterprise feels. 


David Lewis are huddling on the 
proposition and will announce a de- 
cision this week. 


Enterprise Inks R. B. Roberts 
Hollywood, June 11. 
Enterprise inked R. B. Roberts as 





| Student salesmen category. Students | 


are now getting around $60 a week 
to start, moving to full salesman | 
status in six to eight months and | 


| 
men is likely to tilt it still farther. | 


| play to Paramount. 
| ready east. 


Boyer to Paris for about two weeks | 


] Pressure Groups Win Illinois Fight 


Vs. 10% Film Tax for Vet Bonus 





E-L Signs de Cordova 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Arturo de Cordova, Mexican film 
star, was inked by Eagle-Lion to a 
two-picture deal, with “Don Juan 
Murietta” as his first starrer. 


Story. to be filmed in Cinecolor, is 
based on the exploits of Joaquin | 
Murietta. a sort of Robin Hood in 


the early days of California. 


Col. Vs. Krasna (Par) 
Over ‘Dear Ruth’ Goes 
To Trial Today (Wed.) 


Plagiarism suit of Columbia Pic- 
tures against Norman Krasna, au- 
thor of the legit play, “Dear Ruth,” 
has been moved up for trial today 
(Wednesday) in N. Y. supreme 
court before Justice Samuel Null. 
Named as co-defendants with 
Krasna are the Broadway play's 
producers, Bernard Hart and 
Hyman, all of whom are _ being 
charged with pirating one of Colum- 
bia’s screen properties. 


Plaintiff charges that in 1942 
Harry Cohn, Columbia prez, paid 
$4,000 for a work by Joseph Hoff- 


man, titled, “Dear Mr. Private,” plus 


| $28,000 additional for screenplay 
treatment. In 1944, a few months 
| before Columbia was skedded to 


start production, Krasna copyrighted 
a version of “Dear Ruth,” which, ac- 
cording to plaintiff, was similar in 
content to the Hoffman story. Co- 
lumbia, represented by attorney 
Louis D. Frohlich, is suing for an 
injunction and accounting of legit 
play's profits. 

Entangled in the suit is Para- 
mount, which bought the = screen 
rights to Krasna’s play for $450,000. 
Aware of Columbia's claims, Para- 
mount has been marking time on the 
play’s filmization until the litigation 
is settled. Paramount has only paid 
out $1,000 of the stipulated purchase 
price with a provision in the con- 
trace giving the film company the 
right to duck out completely if the 
court action is not finished by end of 
the year. 

Trial was originally slated to be- 


| gin Monday (10), but was postponed 
| used also to be the average pay of | due 


, 
an experienced salesman, but com- | 


to Frohlich’s illness. In the 
meantime, Harry Cohn is arriving in 


| New York from the Coast to attend 
| the trial as are Lew Wasserman and 


Jules C. Stein, prez of MCA, agency 
which handled sale of the Krasna 
Latter is al- 


‘CHI JUDGE WEIGHS 
RELEASING INJUNCTION 


Chicago, June 11. 

Film interests are keeping a close 
| eye on Federal Judge Michael Igoe, 
|} awaiting his decision on an injunc- 
| tion against the Chicago film release 
; system, filed last week by the Jack- 
;son Park Corp. against Balaban & 
| Katz and Warner circuit theatres in 
the Chi area. System, according to 
the complaint, prevents the Jackson 
Park Theatre from bidding on an 
equal basis with the large circuits. 

Judge Igoe listened to arguments 
by attorneys for both sides Friday 
(7), then adjourned the hearing to 
take the case under consideration. 
The brief, asking for the injunction, 
further asks that price-fixing be en- 
joined and that the use of double 
features under the system be elimi- 
nated. It also asks that the Jackson 
Park theatre be given playing dates 
ahead of B&K’s Maryland theatre 
and a day-and-date run with War- 
ner’s Jeffery theatre. 

That admission prices be fixed by 
competition rather than by combina- 





+. Chicago, June 


Joe | 


11, 

Terrific propaganda effect of films 
'was demonstrated vividly last week 
when pressure from the industry, in 
the form of trailers shown through- 
‘out the state of Illinois, was given 
credit for deleting a proposed 10°; 
tax on films to help finance a bonus 
| for Illinois veterans, 

Levy, if passed, was viewed as 
wedge that other states throughout 
the country would take up to force 
through similar taxes in thei: 





home 
bailiwicks. However, it was bypassed 
by the state senate when Go, 
Dwight Green and the Republican 


majority abandoned the plan to levy 
such a tax, originally designed to 
|help retire a $385,000,000 bond issue 
for the bonus. 

| Gov. Green’s move came as a com- 
| plete surprise to many, in view of 
the legislative votes he had lined up 
|to force it through. The about-face 
|was announced following a 
jsion with his constituents 
| political dangers involved. 


| 


discus- 


on the 


| Itw as, nonetheless, not at all sur- 
| prising to those who had followed 
| the month-long struggle to pet the 
| bill passed. Nobody who watched 
| the form the film industry's repri- 
|}sals took (propaganda against the 


GOP program, shown state-wide) 
could doubt that the cost of the tax 
to Republicans would be eight seats 
in the house of representatives and 
four senate seats in the Nov. 5 elec- 
tion. 
The Governor publicly 


admitted 


his fear of the films in a letter read 
to the senate by Republican Sen. 
Everett Peters, chairman of the 


bonus commission, in which he said 
he feared public resentment of the 
admission tax, on top of the present 
20% Federal tax, might cause com- 
plete defeat of the bonus plan in the 
Nov. 5 referendum. 

Alternate Proposal 

Followup proposal, as amended 
after abandonment of the film tax, 
now calls for financing of the bond 
issue through an increase in cigaret 
and racetrack taxes, plus a biennial 
| appropriation from the general rev- 
enue fund. Estimated that the levy 
on smokes will produce $7,000,000 
and that on the gee-gee industry $7,- 
500,000, proponents having 
ously estimated the film tax 
| produce $5,000,000 a year. 

Sen. Charles F. Carpenter of Fast 
Moline, Ill., owner of a strine of 
downstate film houses, was leader of 
the insurrection against the tax. 
Among those who appeared to pro- 
test against it were Otho C. “Pops” 
Leiter, professor of journalism at 
the University of Illinois, who told 
both senate and house that pictures 
are morale builders and entertain- 
ment for the masses, and that they 
| should therefore be kept free of too 
many restrictions. 

Protesting groups were also lined 
up by Eddie Zorn’s United Theatre 
Owners of Illinois crowd and like 
bodies of showmen. They included 
the Illinois Federation of Women's 
Clubs, whose youth conservation 
committee vice chairman, Dorothy 
Dohrman, came out with the state- 
ment that the proposal would cause 
an increase in juve delinquency. 

“Children who attend movies are 
kept off the streets,” her committee's 
statement read, “and an increased 
tax such as proposed in the soldiers’ 
bonus legislation would be a hard- 
ship on poor families unable to af- 
ford other entertainment.” 

The vets themselves were repre- 
sented, too, through Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, Dept. of Illinois, who 
said the tax would mean vets would 
eventually have to pay for their own 
bonuses, with the proposed financing 
method actually meaning another 
increase in the already high cost of 
| living. 

Chicago group that lined 
}against it in a protest that it 











previ- 
would 








up 
will 








|a producer and handed him the John 
| Garfield starrer, “The Burning Jour- 
| ney,” as his first chore. 
| Until recently Roberts was busi- | 
ness manager for Garfield 


and a; 
,;number of screen writers. 


} 


Hollywood, and would draw a lot! releases. 


Charles Einfeld, David Loew and|for the 


| 
} 
Warners 


tion and agreement was also asked, | 244 unfair burdens to the average 


: |as was the right for earlier showing | W48€ €arner and his family,” were 
against authentic backgrounds in the | than that cause 


French capital. Trip would cost less|tions of the Loop and 


ad by artificial restric- | James _C oston, Warner Bros Phe - 
successive- atres; John Balaban, Balaban & Katz 
| runs setup of the present system of | COTP.: Edwin Silverman, Essaness 


Theatres; Frank Smith, RKO The- 
Plaintiff further asked the right | @tres; Arthur Schoenstadt, Schoen- 
exhibitor to negotiate for | Stadt & Sons Theatres; Morris G. 
earlier runs without being faced by | Leonard, B&K counsel and prexy of 
distributor combination designed to | the Exhibitors’ Assn. of Chi; and 
deny this right in order to protect |J@ck Kirsch, Allied Theatres of Il- 
their own theatres from competi- | !inois chief. 
ton. 




















HUTTON HEADS ‘HOUR’ 
Hollywood, June 11. |! 
assigned Robert Hutton 
to play the top male role in “Re- | 
member the Hour.” 
Feature is slated for an August 
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WILD ANIMAL STOCK SHOTS 


African locale, all types, must be top 
photographic quality. Secd complete 
list and description to Box Sit, Daily 
Variety, Hollywood. 











start with William Jacobs producing. 
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~ Petrillo Lashes Daily's ‘Slanting’ 





St. Petersburg, Fla.. June 11. 


There was plenty of excoriation here at the annual convention of the 
American Federation of Musicians last week, but there was probably 
nothing so vehement as the blast which James C. Petrillo directed at 
the St. Petersburg Independent on the final day of the conclave. 
Afternoon daily, which had slanted its coy e of the convention since 
the opening day and editorially took issue with Petrillo’s policies, was 
credited with inspiring the abortive Petrillo sedition case” j the 
midst of the convention, in whi the State’s Attornev’s offic vas 
asked to invoke an ancient statute ar pi Pet » for his threat to 
shut down the networks. 

Petrillo was doing a silent burn thro 1 the ce e of the convention 
as he read the Independent’s news stories on the meet, but apparently 
couldn't restrain himself any longer when the daily went to town on 


the AFM’s royalty fund distribution 
have it. before the 1,000 assembled « 
rep 
him and 

Blast w 
jelegates. 

An editorial appearing in last we 


AFM. 


is framed as a resolution 


ol lerable comment among the del 


in lashing out against the exhibitio 
in prexy 
because two resort spots refused t 

Times, despite fact that it recently 


dept., is one of the few champions 





—————— -- ~~ — 


—— 


esenting the facts and trying in every way 


James C. Petrillo cancelling 


discussion. The 


1e legs 


n Petrillo let them 
daily of mis- 


discredit 


ing the 
possible to 


tes, accu 


which won roaring approval of the 


ek's St. Petersburg’s Times excited 
evate Daily let out all the stops 
n of Jim Crowism, which resulted 
a beach shindig for the delegates 


» admit Negroes 
broke a strike of its typographical 
of liberalism in the south 


_—_—— a oo 





Guild, After Season on Air, Sees 


Its Own Faults, Views Triumphs Too 


By ARTHUR BRONSON + 


The Theatre Guild, legit’s foremost 
organization, has just 
st vear of marriage with 
radio, with some unusual results at- 
tained and with mutual handshaking 
all around. Full-hour, Sunday night 
(ABC), the U. S. Steel-sponsored 
program was tagged as one of the 
sock dramatic shows of the season. 
Although next year’s contracts 
haven't been signed yet, the Guild 
has been assured of renewal. 


producing 


ended its fit 


The Guild’s directors admit to 
having made mistakes, and to have 
learned something from radio. They 


also feel they contributea something 


The marriage has been happy, the 
Guild saving that, through coming 
into radio, it discovered actors it 


will use in future theatrical produc- 
tions (as it did this season with 
Susan Douglas in “He Who Gets 
Slapped”), as well as finding writers 
who will make good future play- 
wrights. 

The Guild put on 38 plays in 39 | 
weeks (‘Strange Interlude” covered 
two one-hour sessions), presenting 18 


ot its own productions, and 20 by 
others. It used 84 radio actors, and 
145 from legit. It used 12 radio 
wrilers, and three from without. The 
Guild utilized lead actors in their | 
original parts wherever possible, | 


with some of legit’s top names for 
the roster. The Guild brought the 
Lunis to radio for the first time. 
Rise of Hooperates 

The show built steadily in popu- 
larity right along, starting with a 
2.8 Hooperating last Sept. 30; hitting | 
4.2, Oct. 15; 5.0, Oct. 30; 5.9, Dec. 30, 
and 65, May 30. The program won| 








ABC Hearings on Mich. 
Buys Set for July 9 


Washington, June 11. 
FCC today called a public hearing 
on the proposed purchase of WXYZ, 
Detroit WLAV, Grand Rapids, 
by the ABC web for $3,650,000. Date 

of the hearing was set for July 9. 
At the ind at the 
hearing, 


ana 


time 


Same 


the 


same 


commission will hear 


proposals for the reorganization of 
ABC, under which Ed Noble, chair- 
an of the board, has proposed cut- 
ng his stock holdings from 74 
down to 35 If the FCC permits 
e reorganization, ABC will throw 
1,000,000 shares of its stock open to 


the public at $15 per share, 


Loaded AHP Mulls 





(’ * 
utting Budget 
a 
American Home Products, which 
is picking up the tab for the Bob 
Burns show next season, has ap- 
parently decided it bit off more 


than it can chew, money-wise. As a 


likelv to get the axe, although AHP, 


result, AHP is now surveying its | 
network programming setup, with | 
an eye toward lopping one of its 
}current shows off the budget. De- 
cision is expected tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). 

“Real Stories.”  cross-the-board 
Mutual show, looms as the program 


RADIO SEEN IN 
ILE OF OUCKEA 











adio playing itself for a sucker? 
Between audience participation 
wws that give i1etw rit ; for a 
s of gifts, and p iwards 

it get two-by-four outfits a 
to-coast billing, the naustry, man‘ 


claim, is playing right into 
yf those who support to 


ph ey Book 


caStigalions, 


glue “over-commer- 


cialization” 
Audience 


participationers, against 


_ 


the hands } 


the hilt the 
' 


vhich writers and actors and, in 
some tances, musicians have been 
are becoming the big- | 


‘omplaining, 


rece of free ride the na 

onal kilocycle route Hep radio 

producers, some of them tied up 

vith the very shows under discus- 
sion, admitted last week “we're 
suckers.” 
One half-hour giveaway show on 


1 network last week gave 46 plugs to 
various promoters inside its allotted 


period. The gifts donated by the 
firms whose names and, in some 
Cases, addresses were announced | 


ranged from an ice box to flowers to | 


a room in a hotel 

Press agents and big promotion 
outfits for many merchandising and 
manufacturing firms have became 


Wise he ac < i y -3 ic | : 7 
wise to the fact that, for the price of a | work on 
maker | 


fountain pen that costs the 
something like $14.40 to make, the 
manufacturer or distributor of the 
product could get himself several 
hundreds of dollars’ worth of com- 
mercial time on the air. Only it isn’t 
commercial,’ in the strict sense— 
t's cuffo. 

One ad agency executive who’s not 


particularly noted for anything but 


| way radio retrenchment. 





Radio Writers Want to Be Led Out Of 
Bondage’ on Agency Subsid Rights 


Ways to Kill Cat 





Hollywood, June ll. 

Marry Dean Moss and Bob 
S i at triple threat thea- 
When working she 

s il actress; ne l a radio 
write But now they aren’t 
vorki at least not at their 
professions They are operat- 
ing the info booth at the Radio 
Center building while ‘liberty” 
stalks ’em. On the side they 


are compiling a talent directory 

that entails a fee for those 

listed, and make pitches for 
ll building visitors. 


Jobs to all 


Coke Cuts Bands 
For 8 Wks., Bows 





On Local Sports 


Coca Cola, hit 
shortages, has 


acutely by sugar 
instituted a _ two- 
“Spotlight 
checks off the Mutual net- 
July 12 for eight 
skedded to 
represents a 


Bands” 


tentatively 
Sept. 9 It 


return on 
saving of 


about $250,000 in talent-traveling- 
production costs alone (exclusive of 
web time), 

In addition, the coke outfit is bow- 
ing out of the local sports picture 


around the country. In a tie-in with 
the Scholastic Sports Assn., repre- 
senting a big coin operation, com- 


pany during the past year had pact- 


|'ed a number of notable sports figures 


;}now decided to cancel the venture, | 


‘onservatism pointed out that, in 
view of the FCC Blue Book criti- 
isms. “we're certainly acting like a 
b : of schoolboys. Why, it’s ju-} 
le to give away all that free 
time 
He pointed out that, on one re- 
cent show, when a trombone was a 
prize, the emcee mentioned the | 


name of the maker of the trombone. 
“Now that’s a perfectly good trom- 
bone, and the manufacturer’s name 
is known to everybody in music. But 
how many musicians would listen to 
the program and catch that plug? 
Obviously, few. Obviously there- 
fore, in that instance radio was giv- 


ing away something valuable for 
nothing—while, at the same time, 
it was not really serving the guy 


who had contributed the gift. 

“Networks assume such a 
and-mighty air when 
coffee pot in Zilchville using an hour 
disk-jockey show as a vehicle for 12 


high- 


one-minute spots. That, they'll tell 
you, is bad practice. But the nets 
themselves are worse offenders. 


They use anywhere from 20 to 40 or 
more ‘participants’ on one half-hour 
show. Only they don't identify these 


| fee, 


told about a/| 


school basketball 
basis in 
Company 


high 
local 


the U. S. 


to broadcast 
egmes On a 

ts of has 
with dismissal notices 
handed out. 


already 


GF’s ‘Baby Snooks 
Wields Mean Axe 


Fannie Brice show for Sanka cof- 
which has been rumored as in 
danger of cancellation for next sea- 
son, as part of the exodus of food 


|} accounts from the air, is coming 
back but at a reduced budget for 
talent and with some change in 
{| format. 

Entire cast of show, except Miss 


free-wheeling riders as participants. | 


They call them donors.” 


“What to do about it 
else,” 


is something 
the critical exec added. 


“One | 


participationer on one net, calls for | 
a bigger and better one on the com- | 


peting chain. It’s just a vicious cir- 


icle. But if the FCC doesn’t catch up 


nine awards in its first year. Ar- | im view of its partiality to strip 
mina Marshall was administrative |S%OWs. is surveying the possibility 
asst. in charge, with the Guild’s co- | Of dropping either “Ellery Queen” | 
directors Lawrence Langner and | ° “Mr. Keen” instead. 
— Helburn supervising. : A e 
ie Guild admits its firs ew k A d Gl 
shows weren't secon ag In the “a Rac els ime at 5) 
ginning the pro “tions rere 0 ° 
static. The Guild bad too pouty a Get Dramat Spotlight 
reverence at the start for the au- | ° WOV 
(Continued on page 37) In New Series on 
as Exposing the new crop of swindles | 


Radio Also Has Its 
Strawhat for Tryouts 


International Silver’s 
show. 


summer 
st “Silver Theatre,” bowing June 
23 as hiatus replacement for “Ozzie 
& Harriet,” will be used as show- 
case for at least three new shows 
this year. 

George Raft, who has a program 
called “The Private Eye,” will audi- 
tion it on “Theatre” the second 
week, June 30. A special show is be- 
ing written by True Boardman for 
an appearance by Virginia Bruce, 
with Ted Bliss scheduled to direct 
And Marsha Hunt is having a spe- 
cial air vehicle prepared for her. 


the scripter being her new husband, 
Bob Presnell. 

Also inked for a late summer guest 
Shot on the show is Eve Arden. Con- 
Tad Nagel will emcee again. 


intended to victimize the returned 
GI and his relatives, a new series of 
dramatizations off on WOV 
(N. Y.) Monday, 6:15 


under the title, “It’s a Racket.” 


tees 
next (17) at 
p. m., 
Series is based on material taken 
New York Branch of the 
Better Business Bureau. Dramatiza- 
ions are by Gail Austrian, and cast 
will be built up on a “repertory” 
basis, using a group of ac for 
Mildred Clinton and 


. , 
from the 


tors 


complete series 


Louis Neistat are already scheduled 
for leads. Bill Gordon will narrate 

Series will be produced as sta- 
tion project, with station footing all 
bills and crediting Better Business 
Bureau for use of case histories 


Purpose is to publicize the devious 


methods now being employed by 
sharpies to relieve the veteran, or 
the veteran's heirs. of any cash they 
may have accumulated during the 
iWadi, 


will. 
We ought to 


with us, the audiences 
have to stop it soon. 
stop it now.” 


en 


Carter Expands; 
Switches Fidler 


When Fiorello H. LaGuardia bows 
out of his Sunday-night ABC net- 
commentary at the end of the 
month, there will be some 
fling of the 9:30 to 10 p. m 
segment on the network, with Car- 
t sponsors of the Jimmie Fidle1 
half-hour of 


WOTK 


er’s, 
stanza, expanding to a 
programming. 

Fidler, who is heard 9:45 
diately following LaGuardia, moves 
ip to the 9:30 slot, with Carter's 
buying the additional 15 minutes of 
time. Client is now shopping around 
for a quarter-hour show to spot in 
the 9:45-10 o’clock niche. 


imme- 


We'll | 


| changed 


| dow n 


reshuf- | 
Sunday | 


Brice and “Daddy” 
has been fired 
chopped the heads 
three writers on the show, Dev 
Freeman, Jess Oppenheimer and 
Bill Danch The redeployment in- 
cludes Carmen Dragon and orches- 
tra, vocalist Bob Graham, Charlie 
Cantor and Lois Corbett. 


When back on in fall, 
it will probably move from the Sun- 


Hanley Stafford 
Same axe has 
of the team of 


show goes 


day 6:30 p. m. time it has held on | 


CBS to the 8 o'clock Friday night 


slot vacated by the “Aldrich Fam- 
ily.” General idea of business be- 
tween “Daddy” and “Snooks” wil 


remain in the show, 
of format is 
and talent 
Young & 
spending 
during last 
for the Brice 


rest expected to be 
knocked 
agency 


week 


costs 

Rubicam 
$13,000 a 

talent 


has been 
season on 
airer. 


FCC Reopens WINS Book 
On Transfer to AVCO 


Washington, June 11. 
t week agreed to reopen 
record on the application to 
WINS (Hearst Radio, Inc.) 
Victor Emanuel’s Aviation 
Additional evidence is to be 
the commission here 


FCC las 
the 
transfer 
N. Y. to 
Corp. 
presented to 
June 19. 

Case has hanging fire for 
some time, with indication up to now 
that FCC would nix transfer. 


been 


| has trickled back on what happened 
| 


weeks, | 
| Mrs. 


various | 


of course, but 


cost | 


e 


A series of confab mong na- 
ional and regional officials of the 
Radio Writers Guild, with sessions 
held in N. Y.. Chi and Hollywood, 
has cued a series of squawks and 

pe among scripter particularly 

the N. Y " vho Ww t ) 


know: “What gives with the Four-A 
| negotiation 

| Ne sotiations between 
and the American Assn. of 
ing Agencies have been in 
for almost a year now. Nothing con- 


the RWG 
Advertis- 


progress 


}crete has happened as far as the 
| membership of the Guild is con- 
cerned, and the leadership of the 


Guild is expected to hear about that 


matter in the next couple of weeks 
when eastern regional veepee Peter 
| Lyon convenes a general member- 


| ship meeting of the writers. 
Lyon and Guild national secretary 
Dorothy Bryant went to the Coast 
three weeks ago, stopp:ng en route 
lat Chicago. In Hollywood, the 
| Guild’s national executive committee 
| held meetings for six days running, 
| What burns N. Y. members, accord- 
ing to a number who've voiced their 
gripes, is that nothing has been di- 
| vulged as a result of the meeting of 
the National Executive Committee. 
From the Coast, some information 


at a general membership meeting 
held in Hollywood while Lyon and 
Bryant were present. Coast 
membership, it’s reliably reported, 
got tough with the Guild negotiating 


committee, which is headed by 
Lyon, and insisted on progress in 
the Four-A “snail's pace” negotia- 
tions. 


Present state of the negotiations, 
it’s understood, it this: agencies have 
agreed to change form of old-type 
“release” which scripters must sign 
and which writers have denounce 
as “form of bondage.” That agree- 
ment is considered a victory by the 


writers. However, writers have been 
handed a hot potato by the agencies, 
Latter, who have all subsidiary 


rights to scripts and programs now 
under the old form of release, still 


! want to hold on to such rights. They 


have proposed to Guild that, in 
future, the sponsor—rather than the 
agency—be given an agent's cut-in, 
or even a higher percentage con- 


trib, in case the writer of a show 
should succeed in selling it for 
films, television, legit stage, or any 
other medium, 
Balk 
That's where writers balked, 
}and that’s where the West Coast 


| membership is reliably reported to 
| have put the heat on the negotiating 
| committee 


it so happens that Sam 
Moore, national prexy, is in Holly- 


| wood and he proposed a plan which 


the Coast chapter adopted. The 
Moore plan is to tell the agencies 
that the writers will allow the spon- 
sor or agency a cut-in on subsidiary 
rights to full programs, But on one- 
shots, the Coast people insisted, they 
want the writer to have full power 
to sell subsidiary rights. Whether 
such a plan would or would not stall 
negotiations between the writers 
and the advertising remains to be 
seen. But that’s the Coast plan, and 
(Continued on page 42) 


Dinah Not Too Unhappy 
About Frankie Obligato 


Dinah Shore came into New York 
last weekend for a week’s stay, said 
to have been purely as a social trip 
with her husband ‘(George Mont- 
| gomery), but her visit cued renewsd 
|interest in report that CBS is trying 
hard to her for next season, 
either as parlay-partner with Frank 
| Sinatra or solo. 
| Miss Shore's bow-off on the Gen- 
eral Foods show, which was on NBC, 
has left her free to map a new cam- 
|paign for next year. It's said that 
she'd rather star her own show than 
split it with anyone although 
} she’s reportedly not to the 
double-billing with Sinatra. 

She'll be back in N. Y. later this 
summer, for a date at the Para- 
{mount at $10,000 a week. And it’s 
on that visit. supposedly, when 
she'll make a definite decision about 
‘her radio plans for the winter. 
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Workshop-Carrington Showcases 


Script Talent Shines 


Pay Off; New 


CBS Workshop and Mutual's “Car- 
rington Playhouse” are paying off as 
far as scripters’ showcases are con- 
cerned, the latter show particularly 


having brought out a number ot | 
new people who've never been on | 
the air before. 

That became apparent in a sur- 
vey of what happened on_ both 
these shows. When they bowed last 


winter, both were hailed as opening 
“new opportunities” for writers, and 
people in the trade, including scrip- 
ters, have wondered whether the 
results have justified initial hopes. 

At least eight of the first 12 scripts 
aired by “Carrington Playhouse” 
have resulted in real benefits to the 
writers, about the amount they re- 
ceived for their airings. 

Other scripts have been ordered 
by sponsors, nets, agencies, or pack- 
age houses in radio, or by film com- 
panies or magazines, from the fol- 
lowing Carrington authors: Joseph 


Walgreen's 566 





WBBM’s ‘Grand Jury’ As 
‘Suspense’ Summer Sub 


Chicago, June 11. 








One-Shot Hoopla 


Chicago, June 1 





Prize Novel Payoff 


Biggest payoff for new script- 
ers aired on this season's “work- 
shop type” shows came to Hilda 
Osterhout whose first radio 
show, “In the Clouds,” was pro- 
duced in the first cycle of “Car- 
rington Playhouse.” This week, 
Miss Osterhout, a_ student at 
Vassar College, will be an- 
nounced as winner of the Dodd, 
Mead intercollegiate contest for 
first novels by undergraduates. 
Prize is $1,500. Her novel, titled 
“Wield of Old Blood,” was or- 
dered partly as a result of her 








submission of the radio script, 
which was a_e story laid in 
Mexico. 

Cochran, Adele Horton, Carroll 


Moore, Jr., Kenneth Greenberg, 
Hilda Ostehout, Harold Rodman, 
Anne Seymour, Winifred Wolfe. 
As for CBS Workshop, it has 
brought out following authors who'd 
never been heard before (at least 
in the U. S. A.); Norman Williams, 
John Lovelace, Bruce Stauderman, 
Lou Cooper, Maurice Franz, Harold 
Rodman, and Jack Benveniste. 


It’s interesting to note that Harold 
Rodman appears on both lists—he 
sold “The Playroom” to CBS and 
“Ride a Cock Horse” to Carrington. 


Williams, who opened the “Work- 
shop’s” current series with his first 
U. S. show last February—he’s a 
Canadian—has now sold one to Car- 
rington, to be used June 27, 
About 80% of the Carrington 
scripts have come from ex-GlIs, and 
a high percentage of those for CBS 
comes from vets. Carrington, how- 
ever, had expected to get many from 
American colleges, which it had cir- 
cularized, but only about 10% of its 
Submissions are from colleges, 


Fletcher Markle, Second 
Canadian on Workshop, 





Will Direct Own Script 


A deal was closed by long dis- 


fance telephone last week for 
Fletcher Markle, Canadian radio 
writer, to direct his own script 


“Sometime Every Summertime” as 
the June 16 broadcast in the Colum- 
bia Workshop series. Robert J. 
Landry, producer of the Workshop, 
may also buy two other scripts by 
Markle for later airing. Markle ar- 
rives in New York this week. 


“Sometime Every Summertime” is 
described as a study in snobbery. 
The musical score will be composed 
and conducted by John Gart with 
the usual 18-piece Workshop or- 
chestra. 

Markle is the second Canadian au- 
thor to have a script on the revived 
Workshop. Series opened Feb. 2 
with “Homecoming” by Norman 
Williams, also of Toronto. The net- 
work of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp., for which Markle has done 
considerable work, has arranged 
with CBS tor special permission to 
carry the June 16 program. 

Meanwhile, CBS has arranged for 
a number of Coast originating 
Workshop programs this summer. 
They'll originate from KNX studios 
under direction of William N. Rob- 
son, under Coast eye of Ernie Mar- 
tin. However, overall supervision 
will continue from east under Rob- 
ert J. Landry, who will approve all 
scripts prior to scheduling. 


single platter show is that 
| dished out by Schwimmer & Scott 
| for Walgreen Drug Stores’ 45th anni 
show, which will be heard over 131 
| stations in the drug chain’s 39-state 
|area this month. It’s $56,000, talent 
| being Bob Hope, the Andrews Sis- 


Top outlay ever spent for talent | 
|for a 


WBBM is prepping a local mys- 
tery show to move into the spot be- 
ing vacated by “Suspense,” which | 
starts a seven-week summer hiatus 
July 11. CBS replacement will be | 
titled “Grand Jury.” 

“Suspense” is currently between 
“Mr. Keen” and “FBI in Peace and | 
War” in the 8 p.m. Thursday slot 
lon CBS. 


|PIANIST, ORGANIST, ARRANGER | 


Stratovision In 





ters, Frank Morgan, Dennis Day, 
Ginny Simms, Rochester, Vera 
Vague, Eddie Duchin, Harry Von 


| Zell, and Ray Noble’s orch. Show 
is hour-long. 
S&S ran into plenty of difficulty 


so many stations, but finally wangled 
CBS into dropping their sustainer, 
“Roll Call on Production,” from 9 
| to 10 p.m. Tuesday (18) from 60 of 
their stations. And that, incidentally, 
is a week after Hope sfarts his sum- 
mer hiatus, so they'll be taking ad- 
vantage of what Jack Scott, account 
exec, calls a “natural carry-over.” 
It’s the second year for the show, 











on making it an annual event, inas- 
|much as it’s described in the script 
jas their second annual celebration. 
| Disk show will be plugged in Wal- 
| green’s national newspaper ads. 

Chain’s angle on “platter vs. live” 
| is that with a record show you can 
slant your message towards the mar- 
ket you want—in their case, just 39 
states—without taking the whole 48. 








CBS Program Dept. Nixes 
Atom Bomb Package For 
Advocacy of UN Control 


Radio scripters Leon Meadows 
and Abe Pulanski, who have pack- 
aged an atomic bomb show which 
they had presented to CBS veepee 
Davidson Taylor when latter was on 
the Coast recently, are trying the 
other nets now hoping still to get 
their show on the air by August 6, 
first anni of the burst of the first 
atom bomb over Japan. 

Taylor acknowledged that he’s 
nixed the Meadows-Pulanski pro- 
gram. Package is said to take a 
rather dim view of the Bikini Atoll 
project and advocate too staunchly 
United Nations control of atomic 
warfare. Dramatic treatment, how- 
ever, and backing of topnotch 
scientists, has interested execs of 
other nets and at least one agency 
man from the Coast who reported 
he’d like to make a presentation of 
the program for possible big-coin 
sponsorship. 

While CBS plans have not been 
disclosed, it’s known that the net is 
planning to put on another atomic 
bomb program, possibly in the for- 
mat of “Operation Crossroads,” be- 
ginning sometime in August. 

Atom bomb-conscious stations 
around the _ country, especially 
among indies, have been reportedly 


shows on the subject. One possible 
tiein in the offing was that WNEW 
(N.Y.) would produce that kind of 
a show which would be taken off 
-for transcription and resale around 
the country. Station has bought the 
rights to “One World or None,” the 
book which wraps up the view of 
the Federation of Atomic Scientists. 


COTTONE TAKES OVER FOR FCC 


Washington, June 11. 
Benedict P. Cottone, acting gen- 


} 


| 








membership on the Commission. 








with the drug chain apparently set | day at 10,000 feet, and again trans- 








asking transcription firms for special | 


| 
| 





|Co.—proved that the system stands 
'a good chance of being successful 
Pi . | 
trying to clear that much time on 





ART GOW 


Has toured the nation with name | 
bands, Among musical chores at 
KLZ, leads “Art Gow's Gow-Boys 


on “Potluck Party” five days a week. 


KLZ, DENVER 








Ist Field Test: 


First cross-country test flights 
last week of Stratovision—new sys- 
tem of airborne television and FM 
transmission being developed by 
Westinghouse and Glen L. Martin 


insofar as electronic results are con- 





cerned. 

Using an ex-Army medium bom- 
ber, Westinghouse engineers flew 
from Baltimore to Detroit at 20,000 
feet and succeeded in transmitting 
a usable carrier-wave FM signal 
using only 250 watts of power. Me- 
chanieal difficulties forced cancella- 





| 
tion of the proposed return flight at | 


night. Plane returned the following 


mitted successfully. 

Tests were carried out only for 
FM transmission, Westinghouse en- 
gineers desiring to get all the kinks 
worked out of that system before 
going ahead with plans for televi- 
sion. Double-night flight is planned 
for the near future to check day- 
time against night results. 

Planes, to be constructed by 
Glenn L. Martin on lines similar to 
the B-29 Superfortress, are still in 
the design stage, since desired elec- 
tronic results can be obtained with 
use of the twin-engine jobs. Big 
planes will eventually be equipped 
with four television and five FM 
transmitters, as well as reception 
equipment. Planes will thus be able 
to pick up nine programs simulta- 
neously and re-transmit them to re- 
ceiving sets on the ground, as well 
as to the next plane in the relay 
system. 

Planes will carry a six-man crew 
to man the equipment, plus the reg- 
ular flight crew. Present plans call 
for two planes to be in the air at the 
same time at each relay point, one 
‘to cransmit and one to act as a 
standby. Two other planes will be 
ready at all tims on the ground. 
‘Planes will probably fly in eight- 
hour shifts. 

Westinghouse has not decided yet 
on what corporate form Stratovision 
will take. System can be run either 
as a company subsid, with broad- 
casters paying freight charges, or 
might be run on a cooperative basis 
by the broadcasters. 


Group Seeks FCC Okay 
To Operate a Station 
Expressly for Des Moines 


Des Moines, June 11, 

Application has been made to 
FCC by a newly-formed broadcast- 
ing company to operate another 
station in Des Moines, under the 
name of Des Moines Broadcasting 
Corp. Company has been capital- 
ized at $50,000, with the station to 








provide programs “expressly for 
Des Moines,” with emphasis on 
sports, music and local news. The 
application to operate does not 


| specify a specific power but asked | 


for sufficient strength to cover Des 
Moines. 


James L. Kelehan, former KRNT 


eral counsel of FCC, was made regu- news and special events announcer, 
lar general counsel last Friday (7). | is president; David D. Milligan, first 
Cottone, a former assistant general | vice-president; George W. Webber, 
counsel had been filling the top| Jr., second veepee; George W. Web- 
legal spot for the Commission ever | ber, Sr., 
since Rosel H. Hyde was upped to|and Robt. L. Webber, secretary. All 


live in Des Moines. 








| 


week and is improving....Tom Lewis going back to the Coast 





From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Ed Kobak and his wife celebrated their 30th wedding anniversary on 
Monday (10). The Mutual prexy took her to see “State of the Union.” 
John Faulk, folk story teller whom CBS’ Bob Heller has been touting 
as a new Will Rogers, gets his air chance when he goes on the CBS net 
with his own show Sunday (16). Stanza’s titled “Johnny’s Front Porch,” 
and Faulk will talk about anything that pleases him, for 15 minutes..., 
Philip Stahl, out of the Army, back as WQXR announcer... John A. Aaron 
upped at WQXR to director of continuity....Jack Barry has gotten apart- 





ments for 111 vets in eight weeks through his WOR “Daily Dilemma” 
show....ABC web building a new dramat show to feature Staats Cotsworth 
and his wife, Muriel Kirkland....Fay Duncan quit J. Walter Thompson 


to handle New England Housewives Protective League show for Fletcher 
Wiley, as assistant to John Trent _Landt Trio on CBS comes back fo: 
week, June 24, after vacation, goes off again, then returns August 1 

Terry Lampert, formerly in the William Morris agency publicity dept., 
has joined the Foote, Cone & Belding flackery....KSWM, Joplin, Mo., be- 
comes the 157th CBS affiliate July 18. It’s a 250-watter....ABC’s trade 
publicity chief, Jack Pacey, ailing. ...Mitch Grayson at Northport, Ras. Bea 
for summer....Ivey & Ellington’s Hal James off for a visit in Michigan. 

Norma Roberts, Mutual musie editor, taking on additional duties as mag 
publicity head June 17, when Helen Stedman leaves that pest to return to 
Columbia Pictures....Norman Livingston, WOR’s program director, to 
Florida Sat. (8) for two weeks’ vacation....Lewis Allen Weiss, v.p. and 
gen. mgr. of Don Lee network, in N. Y. for Mutual board of directors’ 
meeting. ...The scripter on that critically favored NBC “Mariners Quartet” 
is Hal Engel....Borden’s summer show with Tommy Riggs, pinch hitting 
for Ginny Simms, trying to hypo the stanza with a fresh writing slant. 

Jack Douglas has been taken off writing chore and scripting has been 
handed to combination of Larry Marks and Bill Manhof....Eileen Farrell, 
star of Prudential “Family Hour,” has signed an exclusive year contract 
with Columbia Records. First waxing will be an album of Irish melodies 

..PaulwLavalle of NBC’s “Highways In Melody,” forming nuclei for 
nation-wide Boy Scouts of America orchestras and choral groups 
Sammy Kaye's “So You Want to Lead_a Band” on ABC switches from 
Wednesday nights to Tuesday nights 8:30 with broadcast of June 18 , 
Jackie Kelk signed to make regular monthly appearances on NBC “Sup- 
per Club” during summer. 

Guy Lombardo’s wife, Lilliebell, required 50 stitches after being bitten 
by pet Great Dane last week....Perry Como and bandleader Lloyd Shaffer 
of NBC “Supper Club stanza, Constellationed into New York Saturday (15) 
....Como resumes his three-a-week stint on stanza week of June 24 Ara 
Gerald and John McQuade added to “Our Gal Sunday”....Patsy Campbell 
and Alan MacAteer join “Just Plain Bill’....Adelaide Klein, Maxine 
Stewart, and Lon Clarke join respective casts of “The Strange Romance 
of Evelyn Winters,” “The Romance of Helen Trent” and “Back-Stage Wife” 
....Len Holton, of the Young & Rubicam talent dept., has been ill for a 
.. .AFRA 
attorney Mortimer Becker married in Detroit last Friday (7) to radio 
actress Barbara Kline....Ed Franck, for a few years a messenger at 
Young & Rubicam agency, promoted to production staff of “We, the People” 
...-Rupert Lucas, in charge of Y&R production on the Coast, has been 
brought eastward, upped to program manager at agency’s N.Y. h.q..... Y&R 
veepee Harry Ackerman commuting to Westport, Conn., these days, where 
he’s planning to turn summer home into permanent 
Harold Rome scheduled to go to Hollywood as result of his success with 
the legiter “Call Me Mister,” his wife, who’s commercial writer at Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan agency ‘handling Rinso account) will go to the Coast.... 
Vera Barton's “Hospital Circuit’ programs renewed for 13 weeks on 
WNEW. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Mary Hartline, 18-year-old orch leader of ABC's “Teen Town,” back 
after four weeks in the hospital....Don Gallagher back as Peter Colby on 
the “Ma Perkins” show after four and a half years in khaki....Wilms 
Herbert recently added to the cast of “Today’s Children,” set to narrate 
NBC’s new “Tales of the Foreign Service”’....Maurice Copeland is a new 
addition to the cast of “Captain Midnight’....Jack Ryan, NBC central 
division press head, appointed publicity director of the newly-organized 
symphony orch in suburban Evanston;...A “third-base slide” in a Memorial 
Day baseball game netted a broken ankle for Howard Greeter, ABC photog 
....Ward Quaal, WGN announcer back from the Navy, received a citation 
from his former boss for “exceptionally meritorious conduct in the per- 
formance of outstanding service”’....Marie Karlstrom, of Mutual’s midwest 
staff, on vacation to the Pacific northwest....Recent staff changes at WHBF, 
Rock Island, include Bill Selah upped to production boss, Chuck Harrison, 
in charge of special events, and Ray Hampton named supervisor of sports 
...-Lynn Chalmers gut of “semi-retirement” to join WBBM’s vocal staff 


...."Terry and the Pirates” renewed for a period of 52 weeks by Quaker 
Oats. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Vie Hunter of Foote, Cone & Belding chartered a plane for Sun Valley 
to shoot the breeze with Bing and incidentally let fall a few pertinent 
remarks about General Motors and fall radio. They’re still talking about 
how close The Groaner came to signing with Reynolds Pen....Frank Pitt- 
man, Coast head of Needham, Louis & Brorby, goes east June 13 to help get 
the Warings started in “The McGee's spot....Rupert Lucas dispatched to 
N. Y. by Young & Rubicam to start off “McGarry and the Mouse” and then 
join the home office staff as a program manager....Ted Bacon’s Golden 
Strings back on sponsored time over KNX....All Joan Davis deals have 
developed chills so it looks like she'll stay with Swan far another season. . es 
Gene Autry finally got half hour segment on CBS for Wrigley and his 
vacated quarter hour goes to Toni Cold Wave now hunting for a Holly- 
wood show....Frank Samuels watching over ABC Coast operations while 
Don Searle vacations....Alex Robb, head of program package sales for 
NBC, in grave condition following a stroke....Fort Pearson subbing for 
Glenn Mardy as Alka Seltzer newscaster on Don Lee net....Encores and 
intermish were trimmed at the Philharmonic where “Roberta” is on the 
boards so that Luba Malina could make a guest shot with Eddie Cantor.... 
Jan Savitt’s ork, Skitch Henderson, pianist, and Golden Gate Quartet fill 
the summer void for “Meet Me at Parky’s”....Dick Powell’s “Rogue Gal- 
lery” moves from Don Lee-Mutual into the Fitch NBC spot but won't re- 
turn to the former skein in the fall. Another show will be bought for 
that time. NBC refused to sanction the move back to Mutual on the 
ground that its network would be plugging a rival's program....Bob Hope 
turned over all tickets to his broadcast to his press agent for distribution 
out of town. He was highly pleased with the results. ...Busiest chanteuse 
in town is Jeannie McKeon. In addition to her two CBS sustainers she’s 
doing five-a-week quarter hour transcription series for Rexall. ...Hal Bock 
east to bone up on NBC television... .-Actress, asked why she chucked radio, 


one 














| 


| out of 20th-Fox from Frigidaire’s “Hollywood Star Time,” 


| on the scripting staff of 
third veepee and treasurer “brooding”—on CBS sust 


replied that it was getting too complicated. She explained: “a director 
ordered me to sound shorter saying I sounded too tall.” With the bow- 
production passes 

from the packager, Famous Artists, to Foote, Cone & Belding....Kay 
Kyser passed around small boxes of cigars to celebrate arrival of his first 
born....Ken Darby a penumonia victim and under an oxygen tent.... 
“Request Performance” is being revamped by the Lyons agency for fall 
sale....Paul Phillips, onetime producer of the Kay Kyser program, now 
: “Ozzie and Harriet.”....Ben Brady is back 

aining time....Joe Rines has several agencies in- 


terested in “Hollywood House Party.” Microphone will eavesdrop on 
parties in the homes of the stars. 


— 
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Decency, Too, Pays Off-- 


It’s true that no one deserve 
thing. 
straight about thoroughly sens 
radio organization that could 
around—and could have thereb 
chosen to act otherwise than w 


An example of such behaviot 


S a medal for doing the decent 
But when scores are tallied, it’s worth keeping the record 


ible behavior on the part of a 

have made things tough all 
y hurt the entire trade—had it 
ith sheer decency. 


* is that of CBS, and especially 


of its secy.-treas. Frank White, whose job it is to deal with labor. 
With three AFL unions embroiled and going every which way, 


and at least two of these AFL 
this week’s (14) 


election fer CBS white 


outfits opposing a CIO union in 
collarites, television 


people, and video directors—the network has opened its mouth 


only once. When it did appear 


before the National Labor Rela- 


tions Board in this connection, it did so only to oppose splitting 


the video meggers from the audio directors. 


has kept hands off. Tacitly, it 
your rights under the Wagner 


For the rest, CBS 
said to its employees: Exercise 
Act, choose whatever union you 


want, or none at all—it’s your right, and we'll abide by results. 


That, from a big corporation, 


is behavior worth remembering. 








Six Bow Out of Chi FM, Leaving 


Dozen in Quest of 12 Channels 


Chicago, June 11. 
Inability to compete with = en- 
trenched AM. broadcasters caused 
the withdrawal of five applicants for 
local FM stations at FCC hearings 
in Chi last week, bringing total bows 
to Six 


ing Corp., Raytheon Manufacturing 
Co.. Johnson Kennedy Radio Corp., 
and Nathan Swartz. 

The Agricultural Broadcasting Co. 
(WLS) also withdraw its application 
from the current hearings, but will 
reapply for a frequency which 1s 
purely rural 

Withdrawal of the six applicants 
brought the number of those re- 
maining to an even dozen, easing the 
pre-hearing tension which had de- 
veloped over the fact that there were 
18 applicants for the 12 available 
local FM channels. On the first day 
of the hearings Robert Knapp, of the 
Radio Chapter of the American 
Veterans Committee, further con- 
fused matters by submitting a state- 
ment asking that two of the available 
frequencies be set aside for a period 
of six months to allow recently dis- 
charged veterans time to file an ap- 
plication. 

Of the 12 remaining applicants, six 


submitted testimony at the hearings, | 


which are being conducted by Sam- 
uel Miller, chief of FCC’s new FM 
application department, Jack Blame, 
new regional attorney for the FCC 
here, handled the legal end. 
Pro Blue Book 

All applicants concentrated 
of their testimony to proving their 
willingness to support the recent 
FCC Blue Book anent devoting more 
time to sustaining public 
programs as against the 
large amount of commercial 
gramming. 

AM broadcasters, now in the sad- 


service 
present 
pro- 


dle, promised an increase of public | 


service shows on proposed FM sta- 

tions, and organizations not now tn 

AM biz but applying for an FM 
(Continued on page 36) 


POT OF GOLD’ SET 


FOR RETURN IN FALL 


“Pot of Gold,” one of the most- 
rapped shows, from a trade angle, 
when it was on the air until June, 


1941, is coming back to a network | 


spot again in the fall. Sponsor will 
be the same as before, Louis Howe 
Co., for Tums. 

Horace Heidt, who conducted the 
orchestra on the show’s old stand, 


will not be back with it, the podium | 


being taken by Dick Stabile and his 
20-piece band. 

Gimmick of the show will be ex- 
actly as it was—turning the wheel 


of chance among the nation’s 11,000,- | 


000 telephone homes and handing 
somebody $1,000. 

As on the ‘Pot” of old, no one will 
have to listen to be entitled to the 
étand prize—answering the tele- 
Phone will be enough, 

Show is being wrapped up by 
Roche, Williams and Cleary agency, 
with Richard Porter, veepee of the 
asency’s New York office. now busy 


shopping for a network and for 
time, 


Cancelling their applications | 
were the Telair Co., Dual Engineer- | 


most | 


+ 








° +. 
Fry Vice Ogilvie 
Washington, June 11. 
Kenneth D. Fry was named act- 
ing chief of the international broad- 
casting division of State Depart- 
ment’s Office of 


had been associate chief 
of the Frisco office. 


in charge 


He succeeds John Ogilvie who re- 
| signed after being with the Depart- 
j}ment and OIAA since 1941. Fry was 
| formerly NBC director of New and 
Special Events in Chicago. 


Union Sez ROA 
May Stymie FM 


Chicago, June 11. 

A subpoena ordering RCA Presi- 
dent David Sarnoff to appear and 
testify at the FCC hearings on new 
| FM stations in Chicago was request- 
ed Monday (10) by Joseph Mattson, 
| director of the UAW-CIO Broadcast- 
ing Corp. of Illinois, who said he 
| wants Sarnoff questioned on RCA’s 
| policies chiefly as they affect unions 
on volume production of FM receiv- 
ing sets. 

“Sixty per cent of all FM patents 
are issued to RCA,” Mattson said. 
“RCA is one of the largest produc- 
iers of radio receiving sets in this 
country, and its production and sales 


practices and policies have an im- | 
portant bearing upon the number of | 
FM receiving sets which are and will | 
American | 


be available to the 
people.” 

Mattson’s statement, included in 
the petition for a subpeena, contin- 
ued: “Unless receiving sets are 
available, it will be impossible to 
build up a listening audience, with 
consequent disastrous effect on 
UAW-CIO Broadcasting Corp.'s op- 
erations and those of other inde- 
pendent applicants who do not hold 


ly dependent 
FM for their 
broadcasting business. 

“On the other hand, the failure of 
FM will affect NBC very little. since 
| it intends merely to pipe its AM pro- 
| grams into its FM transmitter at 
little extra cost. Success of FM is 
likely to decrease its (NBC's) ad- 
| vertising revenues by the reduction 
in the population in the service area 
lof the metropolitan FM station as 
compared with that of its 50-kilowatt 
| clear-channel standard broadcasting 

station.” 


upon the success of 


SPORTSCASTERS ELECT 


Tom Slater. of Mutual, succeeds 
his brother Bill as prexy of the 


Sports Broadcasters Assn. aS a re- | 


sult of elections held last week 

Jimmy Dolan, 
group for a number of 
comes a veepee. sharing that office 
with Stan Lomax. Joe Hasel is sec- 
retarv: Andy Lang. treasurer; and 
| Harry Wismer, national secretary. 


treasurer of the 


—_—___— + 


International In- | 
; . i 
formation and Cultural Affairs. He | 


AM licenses and who are complete- | 


vears, be- | 


NLRB BALL 
at | | 


By SAUL CARSON 
Eight hundred white collarites at 
CBS’ N.Y. h.q. are going to the polls 
Friday (14) to vote in three elec- 
| tions being conducted by the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board. And, 





strictly off the labor battle, the la- 
borites are keeping up a hot bally- 
hoo that will culminate on Friday 
when one CIO union will oppose 
two AFL outfits. 

Battle for the 800 is being fought 
by the United Office and Profes- 
sional workers of America (CIO); 
International Brotherhood of Elec- 


There are three distinct conflicts 
involved. One is the balloting of 
about 775 white collarities for choice 
of a union, or for non-union affilia- 
tien. In that fight. it’s the VOPWA 
vs. IBEW and IATSE. 

Second fight involves Radio Di- 
rectors’ Guild vs. IATSE for control 
of about 20 directors and assistant 
directors in CBS television. 

Third 





separate ballot is for ex- 


| actly six people. They are wardrobe | 


| mistress. assistant casting director 
(there is no casting director), vis- 
ualizer, animator, film cutter, and 
| librarian—all in CBS video. For this 
| small group, the separate ballot of- 
ifers a choice between IBEW and 
|IATSE. While the group is very 
small, the precedent to be set at 
CBS may point the way to the big 
| fight ahead between IATSE and 
IBEW for control of technical per- 
i sonnel in television—a fight that cer- 
} tainly will spill over into Hollywood 
| and the film industry in the future. 


UOPWA, with a special Radio 
| Guild headed by experienced or- 
| ganizers, has kept up the hottest 
| campaign. using smart-looking prop- 
{aganda literature and, besides. pre- 
| senting a complete program, includ- | 
bw.. wage classifications on which 


'the CIO is ready to go to work “as 
| soon as we win this election.” 

UOPWA’s closest rival is IBEW. 
Latter, however, is conducting its 
campaign through the national (In- 
ternational) office, the local at CBS, 
No. 1212, having refused to take in 
the white collar people. This point 
has been punched home a good deal 
| by UOPWA, which points out that 
if IBEW wins the election the CBS 
collarites will be “second class” cit- 
izens. 

Truth is that if IBEW should win, 
chapter would be a “B” local. 
engineers have an “A” local in 
IBEW. An “A” local, confined to 
{male journeymen only, gets one 
| vote per member at a 
| IBEW convention or in a referen- 
‘dum conducted by the International. 


(Continued on page 36) 


Continental Can 
Joins Exit Parade 


| Continental Can, which sponsors 
| the Saturday night “Celebrity Club” 
|CBS show, joins the expanding list 


continuance in the | 


| of bankrollers exiting from the ra- | 


| dio picture. Outfit is dropping 


“Club” after the June 29 broadcast, | 


after a year-and-a-half sponsorship 
of the program. Talent-production 
cost on show is $4,500 weekly. 
“Club.” produced by Marx Loeb, 
had a 5.7 on the latest Hooper, with 
the sponsor reported not unsatisfied 


with its drawing pull, but decision | 


to exit based on current conditions. 
{Show had undergone a series of 
| format revisions, including change 
of title, being an offshoot of the old 
| CBS-packaged “Report to the Na- 
tion.” 


Jackie Kelk, who stepped into the 
show a couple of months back, in 
meanwhile reportedly set for an au- 
| dition at Young & Rubicam for a 
half-hour situation comedy) 

BBD&O is the 
, Continental account, 


agency on the 


with the company keeping its hands | 


trical Workers (AFL); Interna- 
| tional Alliance cf Theatrical ana 
Stage Employees (AFL); and Ra- 
dio Directors’ Guild (AFL). 


CBS | 


national | 


BATTLE OF COLLARITES AT 


+ 


CBS 





Old Vic ‘Diction’ Stirs Professionals: 
Fan Mail Floods Columbia Workshop 





De Angelo Quits M-E 
Carlo De Angelo, producer on the 


staff of McCann, 


has resigned, 


Erickson agency, 
effective July 1 

De Angelo will devote his time to 
freelancing in both radio and legit 
productions. Although he bows out 
of the agency’s central radio depart- 
ment staff, M-E execs said he will be 
on call for freelance assignments for 
them. 


Corwin and Luce 
For Com! Series? 


For the first 


the big time on the air, 


time since he hit 
Norman 
Corwin is likely to do a sponsored 


series 


next fall, when he returns 


from his ‘round-the-world trip as 
first winner of the Wendell Willkie 
“One World” Award. Sponsor would 
be Time, Inc., the Henry Luce out- 
Life, 


fit publishing Time, 


etc. 


Fortune, 


While negotiations are still in a 
delicate stage, with Young & Rubi 
cam agency trying to wrap up the 
package, plans are said to have ad- 
vanced far enough for agency to be 
huddling with CBS over peak list- 
time for a 


ening minimum of 10 


full hours for the Corwin airers. 
Hitch is said to be that Corwin 


while not t 


averse to accepting the 


Luce sponsorship, with all the coin 
insists that he 


it would involve, 


would have sole control of what 
goes on the air. He’s said to have 
agreed to do the full-hour shows 
| wrapping up his impressions result- 
ing from the global junket. But he 
|refuses to be bound too fast to a 
|}sponsor, and he would do _ these 
shows anyway, having them aired 
as CBS sustainers, if the bankroller 
doesn’t accept his terms. 

Dope is that Luce outfit is willing 
!to spend as much as $100,000 for the 
| Corwin airers. Corwin would not 


; only write but produce and direct, 


as well. 

Corwin is scheduled to leave by 
plane for London Friday (14). He's 
been going through a round of con- 
fabs and official farewell functions 
for the last two weeks, first of these 
having been the “Salute to Corwin 
meeting run by the Independent 
Citizens Committee of the Arts 
Sciences and Professions, with 
which he’s worked closely as chair- 
|man of the radio committee. Mon- 
day (10) he was kudosed at a 
luncheon thrown jointly by CBS, 
the Willkie Memorial Fund, and the 


Common Council for American 
Unity. 
William C. Paley, CBS. board 


chairman, who was among. the 
speakers at Monday’s formal shindig, 
virtually promised that CBS would 
|be open to Corwin to make a report 
on the One World theme when he 


returns. Mrs. Ogden Reid presided 
jat the meeting, and among the 
{guests were Corwin’s parents and 


Lee Bland, CBS engineer who's go- 
ing to accompany Corwin. Bland 
will carry with him a wire recorder 
and other equipment which Corwin 
will use for his permanent record of 
occurrences on the tour. 


Corwin’s trip will take almost 
| four months, the schedule calling 


for his return to Los Angeles about 
Oct. 9 or 10. His itinerary covers. 
after London, the following stops 
Paris, Brussels. Oslo, Copenhagen 
Stockholm, Warsaw, Moscow 
Prague, Rome via Vienna, Athens. 
| Cairo with a two-day sidetrip to 
Palestine, Kharachi, New Delhi, Cal- 
cutta, Chungking. Shanghai, Hong 
Kong. Manila, Singapore. Batavia 
| (Java), Bali. Sydney. Auckland 
Honolulu. Trip is longer, and more 
‘complete, than that taken by the 
late Wendell Willkie from which re- 
j sulted latter's book “One World.” 


# Pronounced public and trade 1 


action followed the two 90-minute 


broadcasts of the Old Vic Theatre 
Columbia Work- 
shop on June 2 and June 9. Both in 
Manhattan and Hollywood the two 
programs were musts with actors, 
director and writers, so that the im- 
pact of the two shows upon radio 
(and other) professionals was very 
considerable according to all infor- 
mation. The film colony, which of 
course had no opportunity to see 
Laurence Olivier and Ralph Rich- 
ardson do their stuff in person, were 
especially interested in Columbia’s 
two $5,000 specials, What 
most professionals was the 
of the repertory group. 
speech 


Company by the 


struck 
“diction” 
This sort of 
is not often heard in Ameri- 
can radio it was generally agreed 
and the example of the Old Vie 
players is expected to be felt in 
diverse ways in the near future. 
Professionals also fell in love with 
the idea of radio drama not limited 
to the convention 24:40 of the spon- 
sored half-hours. “A chance to get 
your teeth into a part hardly ever 
is provided in the U.S.A.” one actor 
was quoted in a Colbee Restaurant 
bull session afterward. 

Professionals take note, however, 
of the fact that both Old Vic broad- 
casts were based upon radio scripts 
prepared in the CBS Program Writ- 
ing Division by American writer- 
editors, James Hart for “Richard 
IIl” and Charles S. Monroe for “Peer 
Gynt”. It was surmised that this 
American collaboration probably 
did a lot to assure clarity and in- 
telligibility and made the perfect 
combination with the Old Vic deci- 
ion 

John Burrell, director of the Old 
Vic Players, took some 22 hourg re- 
hearsal for each of the two per- 
formances. That fact attracted much 
attention in the trade. Herbert Men- 

rehearsed some eight hours with 
the orchestra for “Richard” and 
about 14 hours for “Peer Gynt”, One 
coterie of New York professionals 
argued from all of this that extra 
rehearsals pay off in quality and 
quality pays off in audience. The 
skimpy one-hour rehearsals for the 
daily dramatic serials in the U S. A, 
were mentioned in painful contrast 
at many a cocktail party in the past 
10 days. 

Meantime the reaction of the gen- 
eral public to “Richard’ (the re- 
sponse to “Peer Gynt” will be more 
evident in another few days) has 
been ecstatic. CBS officials report 
a snow-storm of “unusual” fan mail 
with a surprising number of tele- 
2rams.,. 

One complication in connection 
with two Columbia Workshop broad- 
casts were “conflicts” involving 
Olivier. While Laurence 
Evans, general manager, and John 
Moses, agent. sold the Old Vic as a 
package to CBS the William Morris 
Agency separately sold Olivier alone 
to Anchor Hocking’s Reader's Di- 
gest (June 2) and United States 
Steel’s Theatre Guild (June 9) so 
that for “Richard” Olivier arrived at 
CBS 20 minutes before air and for 
Theatre Guild it was necessary for 
the commercial’s usual Sunday aft- 
ernoon dress rehearsal to be post- 
poned because at the time, 3-4:30 
P. M., Olivier was in Studio 22 do- 
ing the Workshop. 

Both the American Federation of 
Radio Artists and the American 
Federation of Musicians made graci- 
ous gestures to the visiting British 
company, enabling them to appear 
for CBS under easy stand-by terms. 
Rose. 


Laurence 


STRIKE NEWS TABU 
ON MEXICAN RADIO 


Mexico City, June 4 

News of and comments about 
trikes of any kind are tabu for 
radio in Mexico, the stations have 
been warned by the Ministry of the 
Interior which recently banned news 
and comments about politics from 
the mikes 

Station operators are ired by the 
ban on strike news and comments 
n view of the fact that this ban 
does not apply to newspapers, 
; and 


mags 
of printed infor- 


ther vehicle 
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*HOUR OF MYSTERY” 

(“Journey Into Fear’) 

With Laurence Olivier, Alex Scour- | 
by, Mildred Clinton, Guy Sorel, 
Dwight Weist, Richard Coogan, E. 
A. Krumschmidt, Anthony Kemle 
Cooper, Robert Dryden. Commer- 
cial, George Hicks; announcer, 
Nerman Brokenshire, Harold | 
Levey, musical director. 

Adapter: Robert Cenedella 

Producer: Edwin M. Marshall 

Director: Kenneth Webb 

60 Mins., Sun., 10 p.m. 

U. S. STEEL CORP. 

WJIZ-ABC, N. Y. 

(BBD&O) 





Let it be said a. the outset | 
there's little doubt the biggest chunk 
of credit for U. S. Steel's successtul 
contrib to the Sunday night r be- 
longs to the agency and the kK 


production-writing-alrecting 


nel assembled by the agency 
& O). Too often, the agencies ( 
left out in the cold, and the sponso! 
gets the top kudos—whereas ips 
are directed at the boys on the talent 
side. A careful breakdown of ravé 
and brickbats involving Steel's full 
season with “Theatre Guild on the 
Air” discloses that it’s the agency 
staffers—and neither the Theatre 
Guild brains nor the steel corp 
doughbags—who did the consistently 
good job. The sponsor, of course, 
to be credited for having sense 
enough to pick somebody who k VS 
how. But for the rest, it’s the 110 
men who can put the stuff across 
And that was shown ain when 
Steel bowed for the hiatus season 
with a 13-week season of full-hour 
mysteries. 

Teeoff vehicle picked for this airer 
Jast Sunday (9) was Eric Ambler’s 
“Journey Into Fear.” Robert Cene- 


della did an adaptation that brought 
every bit of the novel’s flavor to the 
radio version. Ed Marshall's produc- 


tion—except for one spot—was tops; 
and Kenneth Webb’s direction was 
superb. That ore spot, which 


probably not Marshall’s fault at all, 
was the star, Laurence Olivie1 

By comparison with Mildred Clin- 
ton’s sock characterization of the 
only gal in the story, or the 
turned in by Alex Scourby, Dwight 
Weist, Richard Coogan, Guy Sorel. 
E. A. Krumschmidt. Robert Dryden 
and three parts by Anthony Kemble 
Cooper—by comparison with these, 
the touted Olivier illustrated exactly 
the reverse of the Theatre Guild’s 
concept of radio acting. The Guild 
seems to think that great legit actors 
are necessarily best on the air. May- 
be they are—as far as publicity is 
concerned. But it ain’t necessarily so 
as far as mike presence, smoothness 
of radioization, and general fiuff-free 
air acting is concerned. Olivier’s job 
was okay: that’s all that can be said 
about it. There’s any number of top 
radio actors around the principal 
production centers who eould’ve 
done the lead job just as well, and 
perhaps without the six or seven 
fluffs which the great actor permit- 
ted himself to make. 

On the commercial side, George 
Hicks carried off his role as “voice 


iobs 


} 





while Norman Brokenshire did the 
announcing chore i: 
tral manner. 


of U. S. Steel” proficiently enough, | 
| 


his usual neu- 


— 


“ATTORNEY FOR THE DEFENSE” | 
With Al Hoge, others 
Producer: Herb Rice 
Writer: Milton Kramer 
Director: Ernest Ricca 
30 Mins.; Sun., 5 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WOR-Mutual, N. Y. 
Pg gntemer reluctant to dispel any 
0 
hours of detective stories on Sunday 


afternoons, Mutual has come up with | 
a 


“Attorney for the Defense” as 
summer replacement for “The Sha- 
dow.” Starting at 4 p.m. the web's 
Sunday roster now reads “Mystery 
is My Hobby,” “True Detective | 
Stories,” “Attorney” and “The Ab- | 
bott Mysteries.” All of which should | 
be enough to satiate any detective | 
story fan. | 

Most intriguing factor of “Attor- 
ney” is the fact that the show is | 
written by Milt Kramer, who prac- | 
ticed law himself for 10 years before | 
turning to radio scripting and. con- 
sequently, should have a wealth of 
material from which to draw. If the! 
preem (9) performance is any indi- 


cation, however, Kramer is taking 
full advantage of editorial liberty. 


Show is basically good and make: 
for entertaining listening, but it's 
doubtful whether any attorney could 
get by in court with the stuff Kra- 
mer gives his hero to do. 

Script also bore several glaring 
inconsistencies. Story revolves 
around Roger Allen, successful law- 
yer who apparently argues for his 
clients only to keep an obstrepereus 
district attorney from climbing into 
the governor's chair on the shoulders 
of his court convictees. In one in- 
stance, Allen impersonates the D. A. 
before a witness. On the followine 
day, however, the witness sees Allen 
and the D. A. together in court and 
doesn't even notice the non-resem- 
blance. 

Ernest Ricca does a nice job of 
direction, keeping the action moving. 
Al Hoge is good as Allen and the | 
supporting cast follows through in | 
good fashion. Producer Herb Rice | 
has fitted the show with fair mount- 
ings. including the inevitable organ | 
music, which helps set the mood. 

Stal. 


|aimed at the whole family just about 


Gare, | 


/ where its cool. 


the mystery aura ia its solid two | 


Producer-Director: 


| Matty 


,accordion, two fiddles, harp, bass and | country fair theme throughout, with 


“THE ABBOTT MYSTERIES” 

With Les Tremayne, Alice Rein- 
heart, others 

Producer: Mendy Brown 

Writer: Ed Adamson 

Music: Burt Buhrman 


“MERCURY SUMMER THEATRE” 

(“Around the World in 80 Days”) 

With Orson Welles, Arthur Marget- 
son, Julie Warren, Larry Law- 
rence, Mary Healy; Ken Roberts, 
announcer; Harry Levant orch 





they're short and easy to take ; 
Stal. 


From the studios of KGKO, Dal- 
las-Fort Worth, comes this fourth 
network program sponsored by the | 
Interstate Theatres. Programs are 
“FOR WOMEN ONLY” 


ready to take off for church and | wth Creighton Stewart 
feature John Paul Goodwin reading 15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 9 a.m. and 
poetry to the background music of 3:30 p.m. 
Dwight Brown | Participating 

On program caught “Heart Songs” | WCAU, Philadelphia 
were “Smilin Through.” “If I For- Only male gabber extant (at least 
get Thee" and “Will You Love Me in ‘these parts) whose entire spiel | 
ween im Oe. oe ge pt the is beamed for femmes exclusively. | 
closing was the hymn “The Lord Is Stewart has a ear-soothing voice 


My Shepherd.” Goodwin has a pieas- | 
ing voice and puts the poetry across. 

There's five minutes devoted to 
“Pictures of the Week” by Goodwin, 
to appropriate music by Brown. Lat- 
ter gives out with some good accom- 


and friendly ~delivery. Script is 
well prepared and topics he takes 
are varied. He tells intimate little 
stories about folksy subjects; gives 
news items women would be inter- 


: : iy ested in; describes events and 
pes — ~——_ Sa aoe drives, in and around town, while 
Key oaul te to add a vocalist to | dovetailing products he’s plugging 
sing one of the “Heart Songs” to| ¢xPertly and subtly. ; 
hold interest. On twice daily, Stewart is cur- 

Commercials are held to a brief| rently bankrolled by Bridgeport 


Brass Co., Philadelphia Electric, 
Celanese Corp., Gibson Art (greet- 
ing cards), Kingan’s Meats, Ab- 
bott’s ice cream and Colgate — 
al, 


interlude with a hint to the whole 
family to go to an Interstate Thea- 
tre in the evening for .swell enter- 
tainment and relaxing in a place, 
Andy. 











Transcription Reviews 








| that’s a combination of “country” 
| (they don’t like to call it hillbilly 
Jack Richardson | any more) and swing. and they play 
p lit to a fare-thee-well, without any 
460 Stations | reliance on set-callers, 
(Standard Radio) standards (a la Spike Jones), or what 
sic, more music, is Stand- | have you. . 
BE ce Rn Bey and all on the hy-| Standouts are tunes like “Steel 
pothesis that that’s what the great Guitar Rag, square dance with riffs; 
majority of listeners prefer. Their “South Swing,” polka: Copenhagen, 
library ranges from the hot licks of | Which is “society-type” more than 
Malneck, Eddie South, Art anything else, with accordionist and 
Tatum and the like to the rural , belly-fiddler sneaking in with some 
rhythms of some of the country’s | Mice runs; and ballacs like “Please 


“THE CORONETS” 
With Coronets and Scotty Harrell 


outstanding hillbilly combos, with | Give Me One More Chance, ‘Heart- 
“The Coronets.” ovtfit herewith | aches, Sadness und Tears” and 
under appraisal, falling well in the | “Shame on You. ae oe 
middle and combining features from Tex Williams shines in ballads, | 


‘chirping very much on the order of 
Gene Autry, but Precious 
while sporting what's probably the 
| year’s choice monicker, is only so-so. 


both of the far-flung schools. 
They're a sweet, swingy outfit, 
something on the order of the Three 


Suns, using Hammond organ, ac-|! 2 . : - 
cordion, bass, guitar. Scotty Har- | Gal just doesn’t have the li'l dogie 
rell, vocalist, specializes in show approach: however. she isn't on too 
tunes, a la “Grand Night for Sing- | Many of the platters, and the side- 
ing” and “When the Children Are | ™€" Make up for any shortcomings 
Asleep,” and gives ‘em rousing in- | #2 that dept. anyway. Mike. 

terpretations. Platters heard also! ini Again 

included solid renditions of “St.; “VARIETY FAIR” 


Louis Blues.” “Pickle in the Middle” 


With Holland Engle, Elmira Roess- 
and “Doctor, Lawyer” by the band. 


ler, Spotlighters (4) 





Mike. Writer: Nellene Smith 
ee | 15 Mins. 

“SPADE COOLEY AND HIS | Co-Op 

DANCE GANG” ‘World Broadcasting) 
With Tex Williams and Precious | World Broadcasting has cooked 

Price {up a pleasant series of 156 quarter- 
Producer-Director: Jack Richardson hour musical seminars for its latest 
Ce-Op |“Audi-Flex” feature. ASCAP-BMI 
460 Stations ° | vocals are dished out 


with zip by 
‘Standard Radio) | Elmira Roessler, Holland Engle and 


Spade Cooley's “western swing” | the Spotlighters—two guys and two 
gets slick showcasing in Standard | gals—and the latter also double on 
Radio's bid to the hinterlands. | guitar, belly-fiddle, vibes and piano. 
Combo of three guitars, novachord, Writer Nellene Smith weaves a 


drums plays swingy, danceable stuff ! (Continued on page 42) 


parodies of 


Price, | 


BARNEY ROSS 

With Bob Brumby 

15 Mins.; Mon. thra Fri., 6:45 p.m. 
BRASS RAIL RESTAURANT 
WHN, N. Y. 


With fight fan fever rising at the 





Adapter-Producer-Director: Welles | 30 Mins.; Sun., 5:30 p.m. approach of the Louis-Conn bout, 
30 Mins., Fri., 10 p.m. HELBROS WATCH CO. WHN has designed a show that 
PABST BEER | WOR-Mutual, Ae curries favor with _the ele | 
WABC.UBS, N. Y. (Weintraub) that’s restless for every scrap of 
(Warwick & Legler) | Another in Mutual's listenable a — pre SS tae bee i eo 
’ ’ sVeP-ePare d I } s « . . | ae is trig > 
Whatever Orson Welles’ eye-eal slate of Sunday afternoon detective —, tee oA re gg Re Ben 
popping didderoos may or may not stories ‘The Abbott Mysteries | haan *% which udeins fem the 
garner from pg cag renege bowed in Sunday (9) as a summer | 1 mbers i i “lay down $100 
ag crt - Saas ‘aus fact is replacement for “Quick As a Fine. for a pasteboard, must be consider- 
<ePighoves t} re ir (7), it was a pleas- New show impresses as a light, beer able. Show otherwise is haphazardly 
il ra gl half-hour that went |to take mystery with a s00d aN) a5 eq together in grab-bag fashion. 
sO ‘fast the listener was surprised novel script ; ee Show is. originating via wire 
when the stopwatch hit the ena Adapted. from the _ best seller de- transcription out of the training 
Was it great radio? Who cares? It/tective novels by yeanes : ‘Miss camps of both fighters with Bob 
was fun. it was good listening, it | “Mysteries” follows through on ae Brumby handling the bulk of the 
vas a fitting summer fill for that|Crane’s thesis of having Sarees ea , | Chatter and Barney Ross furnishing 
other sophisticated voice on the air,| revolve around a color Preem, for | the inside psychology as one fighte1 
Danny Kaye Pabst beer seems to} instance, was titiea the “Redwood looking on another. Initial program, 
have a penchant for that type of air | Coffin,” latter being the recepuac’s which originated from the Conn 
showmanship, else it wouldn't have;in which one of the ani-e0ii a rage camp at Greenwood Lake, N i. was 
picked the Nelles as the follower conveying a set Ol ib vier sax tea , handicapped by Conn’s layofl and 
to the Kaye. Doubtlessly, Welles’ | from N. x. to L. A — “ Brumby and Ross were forced into 
opener for the hot-weather alrer) the shows debut sewer i oe interviewing everybody in_ sight. 
could have been more fun visually.| Ed Adamson evidently haa — ye Single question was posed each time: 
But it was plenty good aurally on Alfred Hitchcock's film thril ers.|“Who do you think will win” 
Welles did a sensible adaptation | Writer got in many of the ideas first Range of answers went from hedg- 
of the stage version for the air,| broached in Hitchcock pictures but ing to forthright predictions in favor 
throwing aside. conventionalities, | never managed to achieve the Hitch- | of either Conn or Louis Conn un- 
hop-skip-and-jumpins around the;cock suspense. hesitatingly voted for himself. We 
script with frank acknowledgment Most of the action in the show oc- | expect the same from Louis High 
that 30 nutes on the air permitted | ours on a train. in which the femme | spot of the show was _ sportswriter 
no more extensive treatment His | jeweler vanish he of} Jimmy Cannon's reply: “Since both 
age colleagues, Arthur Margesion, | ajpuquerque a which hints e enlisted men I refuse to pick 
Julie Warren, Larry Lawrence and |yagouyely of Hit ck’'s The Lady | one as against the other: if one was 
Mary Healy were right in there | vanishes.’ When the newlywed de- | an officer, however, it would be easy 
with him, pitching all the way.|tective duo. Pat and Jean Abbott, | to pick the winner on sentimental 
Welles might have used more of the | trace the gal to the gang’s hideout | grounds.” 
Porter music. But that lack didn't} and uncover the leader, latter sounds Plugs for the Brass Rail were me- 
hit the listener as a disappointment | very much like a Sydney Greenstreet | qjum rare 
until the show was over; one was character, with his impeccable gram- ‘a 
too busv following the swift doings mar but cowardly emotions. Which 
during the show to notice that the | asain hints of Hitchcock. “OPPORTUNITY. U. S. A” 
writer-producer-director-actor was Show's basic faults lie in the lack | With Bill Berns, Bill Raidt, others 
leaving some of his boys and girls | 4+ suspense at the “curtains” and | 15 Mins,; Sat. 4:45 p.m. 
somewhat out in the cold. 7 the fact that Adamson didn’t throw | Sustaining 
Ken Reberts handle af the Pabsi in any clues for the listener to try to | WOR-MBS, N. Y. 
commercials with hal em ware figure out the mystery foi himself Here's a little show that mav build 
effectiveness, and Welles himself Climax, too, was corny, falling very | jntgo something guite significant 
added a pitch for the brew with- | 61° “Les Tremayne and Alice Rein- although it started slowly and with- 
out demeaning his artistry Ped al heart, supposedly real-life newly- | out too uae dithauinet tit Gx time: 
moment rs. weds, are good as ant ag in last Satrday (8). Idea is an excel- 
one ANGE” achieving enough voice inflection 1M | Jent one, and the two voung ex-GlIs 
SEARS sig om Goodwi Dwight | their clinch sequences to make it! on the assignment seem to know how 
With John Pau ,00d win, vig seem that the newlywed tag is!to handle it 
Brown " - 137 | authentic. . 3 . Be i 
15 Mins.; Sun., 9:15 a.m. (CST) : a Bill Berns and Bill Raidt are go- 
Interstate Theatres Circuit _ Four commercials are thrown iN, | ing to olf the country in a jeep to 
| KTSA, LSC, San Antonio instead of the usual three, but| interview fellow veterans and ask | 


them, in a “how-ya doin’ buddy. 


and why?” They're going to revort | 
;on the air in this 15-minute Sat. 
package just what the vets are do- 
ing, what the problems are if any, 
how they feel about things at home, | 
in general, ete. Which should make | 
for a sock show Itinerary laid out 
for the boys covers about every im- 
| portant city between the two coasts 
Only slip seems to be that they're 
sticking too close to the big cities 


and apparently forgetting that 
America’s voice is also worth hear- 
ing. However. maybe they plan to 
bring the rural customers to the 
studio mikes in the Mutual cities 

On the preem, they put on several 
|New York vets. One told how he 
established a new mail service, an- 
other how he opened a haberdashery 
with the help of a GI loan. Third 
guy on the program is head of the 
Book Find Club who qualified only 
because he’s a vet—but his was a 
going business before he went to the 
service. However, there's no doubt 
that the beginning was slow only be- 
cause the two handlers were still 
close to home, working out of a WOR 





studio. Undoubtedly, they'll make 
their shows more interesting—the 
central idea being sound, and the 


know-how being there-as they get 
further away from home base. 
Pageant mag is tied in with the 
venture. Monthly, the two GI trav- 
elers will do a feature for the pub- 
lication, based on their trip. 


| 


Cars. 
“LUNCHEON SERENADE” 
| With Hal Thompson, Glen Hunt, 


Karl Lambertz and orchestra 
15 Mins.; Mon. through Fri., 12:30 
p.m., CST 
INTERSTATE THEATRES CIRCUIT 
| KTSA, LSC, San Antonio 
The Interstate Theatres Circuit of 
Dallas, with houses in principal 
cities throughout the siute, is be- 





us@r of air time. This makes its 
| third network program. This opus 
originates from the studios. of 


KGKO, Fort Worth and is aired over 
the Lone Star Chain. 
does during the noontime, program 
is a natural for the dialer. It fea- 
tures show tunes from current and 
| past film successes. Program's theme 
|}is “You Are My Lucky Star.” 
Karl Lambertz is a vet conductor 
‘in this area and is ably surrounded 
| by some good musicians. String or- 
| chestra is well modulated and serves 
; better than a swing group. 


To the background of “You Ought | 


| to Be in Pictures,” Jocal announcers 


, break in and give out with what is | 


‘current at the local theatres. Here 
in San Antonio it’s Glen Hunt, who 
does alright with his 
mentary. 


Hal Thompson, recently returned 


announcer and gives 
style. 

Commercials are in good taste and 
are not too long. They invite lis- 
teners to “relaxe at your cool In- 
terstate theatre.” Andy. 


out in neat 





rural | 


|with Jimmy 





Coming as it! 


brief com- | 


“BREAKFAST WITH THE BEN. 
NINGS” 

With Kay Campbell, Bob Murphy, 
Venida Jones 

Producer - Writer - Director: 
Agnes Schreeder 

15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 7:30 a.m. 

CARSON PIRIE SCOTT & CO. 


Mary 


element | WBBM, Chicago 


(Burnet-Kuhn) 

Replacing “Wishing Well,” early- 
morning pitch for Chicagoans to get 
down to the Loop and buy things 
like crazy from the Carson Pirie 
Scott dept. store, “Breakfast with the 


Bennings” is an unusual rise-and- 
shine layout, involving as it does 
some pretty heavy dramatics. Defi- 


nitely an experiment, its appeal will 
depend on how many listeners can 
take that sort of thing at 7:30 a.m., 


in preference to standard 
edy reveilles 

Shows teeoff with a 
roll by “Kay Benning” 


MuUsicoOm- 


playe r- plane 
(Kay Camp- 


bell) of “Oh, What a Beautiful Mo: 
ing,” with Bob Murphy, playing 
“Bob,” her husband, sleepily vell 


for her to quit hamming it up. The 
corn, she explains, was just to wake 
him up, whereupon she segues 
a more pleasant rendition 
tune. Venida Jones, incidentally. is 
the pianist, and her player-pian: 
takeof? is a rib-tickler. 
Doubtful sector of the show 
first half, with the couple 
down for their coffee-and, 


INnLO 
of the 


settli 
chatti 


meanwhile about “buying that wed- 
ding present for Cousin Susie 

Carson's china section,” ete.. with 
Kay warning Bob it’s getting Jate 
and to hurry and down his coffee. 
“It's 7:35, dear,” she says, not only 
for Bob's benefit but for the listen- 
er's There were two such time uan- 


nouncements on show heard 

Last part of the show caught com- 
prised a dramatization of the 
life of Jane Froman, termed “Queen 
of the Purple Heart Circuit,’ which 
turned out to be an_ inspirational 
“thought for the day” for Bob. Kay 
and the audience. Murphy and Miss 


. L- 
SOCK 


Campbell took all parts, coming up 
with a short but exceptionally well 
done yarn on the career of Miss 
Froman, from an_ interview with 
Paul Whiteman that supposedly 
started her on the bigtime to the 
Lisbon crash that crippled her but 
failed to crush her spirit. The 
“thought” gimmick is a daily fea- 


ture, and a good one. 

Miss Campbell's impersonation of 
Miss Froman, complete with stutter, 
was fine thesping, and the doubling 
jobs by herself and Murphy were 
done smoothly and believably. Pro- 

(Continued on page 42) 
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7 + 
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‘Follow-up Comment: 
$4 4444444466446664646444068 


“Information, Please” on 
(10) hit the season's comedy jackpot 
Durante matching his 
1.Q. with Deems Taylor and the reg- 
ular “Info” braintrusters. If the ma- 
jority of the questions were slanted 
toward the “Schnoz” (at one point 
Taylor questioned the wisdom of his 
hanging atound) then it was all to 
the good. For if it wasn't educa- 
tional, it paid off in plenty of laugh 
dividends. Durante was baiting ‘em 
out. left and right; the guy's no ge- 
nius, but what a showman! 

“The Pacific Story” has been a 
late-night, San Francisco-originated 
show on NBC for nearly three years 
now. Beginning with last Sunday's 
(9) segment, it becomes one of the 
five series of summer programs de- 
voted to build interest in the United 
Nations (the others being “Tales of 


Monday 





Foreign Service,” “Our Foreign 
Policy,” “Concert of Nations,” and 
“Home Around the World”). If 


this week's airing of “Pacific Story” 
is a criterion, NBC’s UN pitch 
should indeed prove a_ healthy 
stimulant toward global thinking on 


all kinds of issues, including the 
controversial. 
Sunday's show dealt with the 


Burma Patriotic Front, the national- 
ist movement in that sector of the 


British empire. And if our British 
allies might be disposed to look 
down their noses at the type of 


frank criticism they drew from the 


; | show, there’s no doubt that colonial 
| coming more and more the heaviest 


and subject peoples would be happy 
to hear that one of America’s majo! 


raaio nets gives their grievances 
sympathetic treatment. It was eood. 
| realistic material, put over with a 


minumum of dramatization but with 
maximum punch. 

WIND, Chicago, is giving staff an- 
nouncer Russ Patch a break by as- 
signing him to emcee “Nonsense 
Cupboard,” morning record show 
that picked up some hefty ratings 
when steered by Eddie Hubbard. 
who has since been picked up by 
Chesterfield for their local platter 
pitch, a la Martin Block in N. Y 
Patch is doing a good job. too, even 
though he doesn't play a uke or sing 
_—e with the records, as Hubbard 
did. 

Announcer Aidan Fitzpatrick 
plays straight man, and the two guys 


os the gab around glibly. leaving 
, ; i plenty of 
| from the armed services, is program | «toon for the Satevepost, Borden's. 


space betweentimes fo! 
Ex-Lax, Walgreen's, Chicago Daily 
News, etc. It’s one of Chicago's 
most listened-to wake-up shows, ac- 


|centing platters by Sinatra, Caval- 


lare, Haymes & Forrest. 


Connie 


) Haines, Jo Stafford and the like. 
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RACKETS MUSCLE INTO CHI RADIO 





Sen. Mitchell Raps Whodunits, Okays 


FCC Blue Book Line on Commercials orp TERS. NET | 


+ 


Washington, June 11. 
Radio “crime and horror” pro- 
crams were blasted on the Senate 
last Thursday 


tlool 


Hugh B. Mitchell (D., Wash.) who 
‘led upon FCC to do something 
about the whodunits which, he 
.dded, “impair the mental and phy- 


ical well-being of children.” 
Mitchell defended the FCC Blue 


Book on programming, and rapped | 


the “glib” polls taken by the broad- 
to prove they were doing a 
}Ob. 


caster 
-000 
Common alone should tell 
he said, “that the public interest 
is not served by commercial bally- 
which reach juvenile 
sorts of tricky de- 
vices calculated to play upon thei 
youthful emotions. Mothers know 
from ordinary observation that 
meaningless radio melodramas en- 
their children away for long 
hours from healthful play outdoors, 
from school lessons and from neces- 
sary household duties. Other in- 
jurious effects are evidenced in in- 
creased emotional tension and ir- 
ritability, sleeplessness or bad 
dreams, and premature acquaintance 
with the sordid and delinquent as- 
pects of social life.” 


sense 


seeks to 


1} 
ers by all 


tice 


Mitchell said that one broadcaster 
with a 


in his state, 
tion, 


checked up on web “horror” 
programs and found they totaled 
26'» hours a week. Adding soap 
operas “because they too are de-| 


signed to play upon human emotions 
and are full of murders and 
pense,” Mitchell said the two types 
of programs added up to 76% hours 
a week “devoted to entertainment 
of a sort that could be classed with 
the poorest examples of pulp fiction.” 


“Alibi” Polls 


“Too much has been made in some 
quarters,” the senator continued, “of 
opinion polls which purport to show 
that radio is doing a better job— 
whatever that may be taken to mean 
—in the community than churches, 
newspapers, schools or local govern- 
ment. Glib questions are bound to 
receive glib answers. The publicity 
attending these polls should not be 
permitted to gloss over the fact 
that radio broadcasting has many 
undesirable features and vast room 
for self-improvement. 


“The relevent question, I submit, 
is not whether radio is doing a bet- 
ter job than the churches and 
schools, but whether radio is doing 
its own job well enough. 
me. fact many parents maintain 

lat 
so badly because the radio is un- 
doing the good work of these other 
influences, If American mothers 
and fathers were polled for 
judgment on this particular issue, I 
dare say that the broadcasting in- 
dustry would not be so prone to con- 
gratulate itself.” 

Discussing the Blue Book, Mitchell 
added: 5 


sus- 


' 
“I note a glaring omission in that | 
The commission failed to | 
discuss the responsibility of broad- | 
children of | 


report, 


Cast licenses to the 
America. In other respects the 
commission's report performs a valu- 
able service. It shows there are 
wide gaps between promise and per- 
formance on the part of many sta- 
tion operators. ' 

“I cannot understand 
commission should be subject to 
criticism by some persons on the 
count of exceeding the law when it 
has now finally begun to live up to 
the law, unless it may be that these 
persons hope to throw a smoke 
screen around present shortcomings 
in the broadcasting industry. 


why the 


is carried on in apparent unaware- 
ness of what Congress has written 
into law and what the courts have 
adjudicated. Those who think it 
more important to sell commodities 
Over the radio than to offer whole- 
some entertainment and other bene- 
fits, need to be remiinded that the 
primary function of radio as con- 


ceived by Congress is to serve the | 


Public, not to make money.” 





Charlotte—Clyde L. Clem, Jr., has 
been appointed director of sales pro- 


motion and_ publicity 


WSOC, 
NBC outlet here. 


for 


(6) by Senator | 


network affilia- | 


the churches and schools fare | 


their | 


Most | 
of the talk we hear about free radio | 





| 


| July 4 Fireworks 


Frederic Wakeman and his contro- 
versial radio-industry novel “The 
Hucksters” will appear on “Author 


|Meets the Critics’ program on 
| WQXR, N. Y., July 4, apparently as 
| result of suggestion in last week’s 
| VARIETY. 

| Produce. 
| maintain: 

i three 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Martin Stone, however, 
he tried to get Wakeman 
months ago, when he was tip- 


|ped off to novel's potential by Book | 


|of the Month Club 
| ever, 


Wakeman, how- 


was ill at the time. Writer is 
;now at Nantucket, working on an- 
other novel 


Levers Luckman 


Cues Ad Shakeup 


|} Upping of Charles Luckman into 
|the presidency of Lever Bros. has 
| brought the biggest top-level shake- 
up in the company’s history, and 
might well bring on an equally im- 
portant switch in advertising and ra- 
| dio policy 

Luckman has “opened the resigna- 
tions” of Grafton B. Perkins, veepee 
over Lever’s advertising; Perkins’ 
asst. Homer Clark; sales veepee 
|Gurth. F, Chambers and his asst., Wil- 
‘lard Mossman, and has sent W. E. 
Lannefeld, veepee and gen. mgr., to 
retirement. Lannefeld had previous- 
ly been granted a year’s extension 
over the retirement age to 
in active service. 

Speculation on changes in ad pol- 
icy are cued by the fact that ousted 
ad exec Perkins was long known to 
lean heavily toward 


continue 


his radio billings. 


mainder, spent mostly on three big 
shows, is split between Foote, Cone 
& Belding, J. Walter Thompson and 
Young & Rubicam. 

Largest of the Lever shows is “Lux 
Radio Theatre,” billed at $20000 per 
week for talent alone, through J. 
Walter Thompson. FCB handles the 
Bob Hope program, while the Joan 
Davis show and “Woman's Life,” a 
soapera, are billed through Y&R. 
Other three, “Amos ‘n’ Andy.” “Aunt 
Jenny” and Bob Burns. fall to R&R. 





! 4° 
| Should any change occur, it’s 
| doubted that webs themselves would 
lbe affected. Billing is split fairly 


; evenly between NBC and CBS. 


Chapter Ill Unfolds 
In Fight of ‘Books’ 


| Following a two-day  postpone- 
ment of hearings in the suit brought 
against WHN, N. Y. indie, by Mar- 
tin Stone, producer of “Author 
Meets the Critics,’ the case is ex- 
pected to come up on the court's 
|ealendar today (Wednesday). Trial 
| date was originally set for Monday 
(10), but was passed both then and 
yesterday (Tuesday) because of the 
court’s overloaded docket 

Stone has alleged that 


WHN and 


| Harold Pettey, station’s director, had 


tried to copy the idea he assertedly 
originated in “Authors” by 
on “Books on Trial Latte! 
replaced “Authors” on WHN, 
Stone moved his production to 
WQXR, another N. Y. indie 


show 
when 


Stone’s requested injunction to 
prevent WHN from broadcasting 
“Books” until the case had been set- 
tled in court was turned down last 
week by Judge Morris Eder in 


|N. Y. supreme court. 


Please Don’t Remit 

N. W. Aver agency office in New 
York hit the good-will jackpot 
| week when WWRL (N. Y.) accepted 
an offered schedule of 13 spot an- 
nouncements, but refused to take 
money for same. 

The spots were for the Army re- 
cruiting drive WWRL manager 
| Edith Dick felt the station should 
lair the spots as a public service. 








PRODUCERS TR 











Chicago, June 11 
Example of how radio station 
especially those in smaller markets 
can unwittingly become involved 
‘on games of the most vicious sort 
was revealed here recently 
script writer for a now defunct “ra- 
dio production agency. 


bv 1 


}a vet, got mixed up with the outfit, | 


ibut pulled out shortly afterward 
when he got hep to what was going | 
on 

In putting over its shady deals, 


Ruthrauff & } 
Ryan and the famous soap shows for | 
Result is that R&R |} 


| has a heavy plurality in Lever’s | 
}more than $3,000,000 yearly radio 
| coin, holding just under half. Re- 


putting | 


last } 


outfit’s first move was to get hold of 


farm journals and catalogs, from 
which it would pick out names of 
likely victims—usually cattle bree 
ers 

Then it would be long-distance 


the prospect from a Chi office, giv- | 
ing out with a spiel to the effect | 
that “our production agency has | 
| been 

which we've 


tures, as a result of 


been receiving a large number of in- | 
|quiries from gentleman farmers, big | 
| breeders, and the like, who are in- | 


| vesting more and more in cattle— 
'income taxes being what they are 
{—and we thought you might be in- 
iterested in being featured on one of 
four shows.” 

Promises were made that the com- 
|pany’s “special announcer” would 
talk about various kinds of cattle, 
and that he would bring into his talk 


t place 


the prospect's farm as the best 
to buy that brand. Then, if the guy 
showed signs of interest, a “feature 
| writer” was sent out to the farm to 
write up five or six pages of copy 
|about the place and get a-contract, 
jrates for broadcasts being $59, $180, 
$240, $360 and up, depending on the 
length of air time pacted for. And. 
|of course, the breeder read the 
{lengthy copy before the writer left 
him, 


The Gimmick 


phrase under “Conditions of Agree- 


|ment” on back of the contract read- 
jing, “Radio production company 
{herein named shall have the right 


to edit and revise all advertising 
| copy,” as a result of which the pages 
and pages of copy came out on the 
air merely as spot announcements, 
with none of the accompanying 
“farm lecture with plugs for you,” 
as promised. F 

Agency had three small stations in 


stations, after the breeder got wise 
and finished blasting the agency for 
misrepresentation (all he could do 
under the circumstances), were the 
ones who won the disfavor of the 


ing copy from a shady outfit. As a 
result, stations finally got on to the 
agency and, besides refusing to have 
anything more to do with it, black- 
listed the outfit with other stations, 





whereupon it went under, 


Harm had been done, however, 
with hundreds of suckers—like the 
guy who was led to believe his Ab- 
erdeen Angus would be worked into 
the agricultural section of AP news- | 
,cast and actually wound up with a 
| 15-second spot announcement. 











Just One Happy Family 


| These 


husband-wife ayem 
shows are gradually turning into 
community sessions through the 


combined efforts of Ed and 
Pegeen Fitzgerald, who claim 


the dubious distinction of having 
originated the 

Duo is slated to have Jinx 
Falkenburg and Tex McCrary as 
guests on their show over WJZ 
ABC, N. Y.) next Tuesday (18) 
from 8 to 8:30 am. Fitzgeralds 
will then reciprocate by guesting 
on the “Hi Jinx” show the fol- 
lowing half-hour over WEAF 
(NBC, N. Y.). 

Fitzgeralds had Elliott Roose- 
velt and Faye Emerson as guests 
last Tuesday (4) and Earl Wil- 
and his B. W. guested on 
their show about three months 
ago. Tim Healy, the breaktast 
spieler on WHN, N. Y. indie, is 
slated for an early appearance. 
So far, only Dick and Doroth) 
have refused the invitational 
,; guest shots, 


format 


son 


The writer, | ~ 


running a series of farm lec- | 


Catch, despite all the copy, was a | 


this area accepting the spots. The | 


breeder in the long run, for accept- | 


men 
! 


oe vv 


FCC Adopts FM ‘Reservoir Rule, 


Holding Each 





ABS Writes Off Debts 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Wo has been received here from 
Associated Broadcasting 
Syste that indebtedness to forme: 
ipplementary affiliate stations will 


be erased by July 1. Majority of les- 
ser debts to labor, ete. have been 
paid off, it’s understood. 

Ex-net owes fees for carrying of 
commercial programs by the sup- 
plementary stations. Regulars on the 
net shared sustainers as wel! are not 


holding bills 


Summer Mystery 
Bandwagon Rolls 


Chicago, June 11. 


Opportunity,” 
sored by Benefit Health 
}dent Assn. of Omaha, is 


spon- 
and Acci- 


My Hobby,’” starting July 14. 
the Theatre Guild-U. S. Steel layout, 
outfit is continuing identification of 
itself with its regular tag, at the 
same time going in for 
shows as the best solution for filling 
in the layoff gap. 


All that, incidentally, in the face | 


of an extremely low rating, being 
opposite the Guild show, “Take It 
Or Leave It,” and “Hour of Charm.” 
But the insurance outfit is com- 


pletely happy about the whole thing, | 
inasmuch as it is doing what’s com-| 


puted as about 60° more business 
now than it did two years ago, prior 


to going on the air with “Freedom,” | 


which dramatizes the success stories 
i of celebs. 

“Mystery,” which will originate on 
the Coast instead of Chi, gets its 
jname front “Murder Is My Hobby,” 
| Mutual sustainer Agency is Arthur 
| Meverhoff. 





‘Vet Is Citizen First, 
WOR’s Driscoll Rules 


Increasing habit of newspapers 
and wire services to label as “ex-GI” 
every veteran who commits some 
law infraction or irregularity 
aroused Dave Driscoll, 
special features and news at WOR, 
|N. Y., to action. 

Pointing out that most of the 
12,000,000 men and women formerly 
were citizens, and 
that the percentage of bad ones in 


in service good 


no way differed from that in civilian | 


life, Driscoll has sent a memo to 
WOR newsroom and publicity edi- 
tors on the subject 

Memo states that unless a man’s | 
military service has some integral | 
relation to the story, or there is 


some specific reason why his mili- 
tary record should be pointed out, 
he’s not to be referred to as “ex- 
GI.” “Constant labeling of service- 
involved in crime does a dis- 
the average serviceman 
or servicewoman,” memo said, 
Bertha Brainard Dead; 
Pioneer Exec at NBC 
Mr Bertha Brainard Pet 
known by her own name as 
Brainard, one of the 
pioneers in who up 
this year manager of the NBC 
program package division, died sud- 
denly yesterday (Tuesday) of a heart 


service to 


rson., 
better 
3ertha genuine 
radio to early 


was 


attack. at her home, Huntington 
a oa Pe 

Miss Brainard entered radio in 
1922 as a drama reviewer for WJZ 
hen that station was located at 
Newark, N. J., and later became 
New York branch manager for the 
station. When NBC was formed in 
1926, and WJZ became part of the 


combine, she joined the web as east- | 


ern program manager. Later, she 
was commercial program manager. 
Bertha Brainard quit NBC earls 


ithis vear when she married Curt 


Peterson, an executive with the 
Marshalk & Pratt ad agency 


Summer replacement for Mutual’s | 
“Freedom of 
| 


“Freedom | 


|of Opportunity Presents ‘Mystery Is | 
Like | 


mystery | 


has | 
director of | 


Sth Spot for Gls 


+ Washington, June 11 


| FCC last week reversed its 


Ieee: announced policy and said it 


previ- 


would hold back some FM channels 


i for latecomers. Move appears a vic- 
tory for Commissioner Clifford J 
Durr, who has been an advocate of 


holding back some channels for the 
future, particularly for GI's 

The plan is to withhold for 
year every fifth channel in an area, 
but where four or less channels are 
| available all wadl go to first comers 
Objectors to this plan will get a 
| chance to argue it out July 12 


one 


“lJnder the proposed policy.” said 
| 

| FCC, “no reservation of channel 

| wourd be made if a maximum of 

i four channels was indicated for a 


particular area. However, if at least 
five but no more than nine channels 
were indicated for an area, 
channel Would be withheld ‘or 


| 

| 

| one 
| period of one year from the 

| 

! 

| 

| 


the 
date 
of the adoption of this policy. Two 
channels would be withheld if 10 to 
14 channels were listed; three, if 15 
to 19 channels were listed; and four 
if 20 were listed. 

“The object of 
permit an 


this policy is to 
equitable distribution of 
FM frequencies. made 
consideration of an 


| Provision is 
| 
| applicant for an FM station in an 
| 


'for the future 
outlying city which has not yet ap- 
plied at this time, if at least five 
channels are indicated for the area 


One Held in D. C. 


| Washington, June 11 
| FCC last week announced alloca- 
| tion of eight of Washington’s nine 
| FM channels 

Winning applicants were: NBC, 
Cowles Broadcasting Co., Commer- 
| cial Radio Equipment Co., Metro- 
| politan Broadcasting Co., Potomac 
| Broadcasting Cooperative, Inc., 
Evening Star Broadcasting Co. 


(WMAL), WINX Broadcasting Co., 
and Theodore Granik, operator of 
Mutual’s “American Forum of the 
Air re 

Commission announced that, in 
holding back one of the channels, it 
was putting into practical operation 
for the first time its brand new rule 
| withholding for one year every fifth 
; eee in a given area. 

There were three other applicants 
in the running, WWDC, Mid-Coastal 
Broadcasting Co., and Chesapeake 
Broadcasting Co. Within the last 
| couple of weeks, CBS has also filed 
|for an outlet here. 


| Two members of the commission, 
|E. K. Jett, and acting chairman 
Charles Denny, wanted to give the 
ninth channel to WWDC. 


Bikini Jump-Off Spot 
For Cousins’ Buildup 
As Radio Personality 


Cousins, editor of Satur- 
day Review of Literature, will take 
over the Bikini Atoll atom-bomb- 
test chore for the ABC network for 
which Raymond Swing was origi- 
nally scheduled, and radioites close 
to Cousins saw in that assignment 
the possible emergence of a new 
| radio personality in the near future. 


Norman 


Sat. Review, it's known, has had 
|its eye on radio for a long time. 
As long as a year and a half ago, 
mag’s veepee and business brain, 
Jack Cominskey, offered to give 
carte blanche to a writer whom he 
wanted to develop radio for the 
the two current properties of the 
Saturday Review Associates—Re- 
view and Encore—as well as for the 


still hush-hush “Project X” publica- 


tion supposedly being financed by 
Marshall Field. Only hitch at the 
time was that mag was not sure it 


had a radio personality to carry the 
main brunt of any airer. Bennett 
Cerf had too many of his own com- 
mitments, and John Mason Brown 
had not emerged as a distinct radio 
personality. 

Lately. Cousins has been on the 
air a number of times, and his mag’s 
associates feel they have in him an 
outstanding literary guy who at the 
some time can be depended upon to 
establish his voice on the air. Want- 


(Continued on page 40) 
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Florida Solons Blow Hot ’n’ Cold 
In Finally Chilling Petrillo Rap 


St. Petersburg, Fla 

For a while last week Florida 
authorities were hot after the scalp 
of James C. Petrillo, fiery prexy of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians, 
only a tempest in a teapot. 


It seems Petrillo included some 
remarks in his opening address to 
the AFM convention here which 
State's Attorney General J. Tom 
Watson thought might have violated 
an ancient Florida sedition law 

Specifically, Petrillo said that if 
the Supreme Court rules the Lea 
(anti-Petrillo) bill constitutional, | 
the AFM would retaliate by direct- 
ing musicians in the key network 
cities of New York, Los Angeles, 
and Chicago to play for local pro- 


grams only, thus depriving network 
broadcasts of all live Wusic. 

In Tallahassee, Watson read news- 
paper accounts of the talk, promptly 


telephoned State’s Attorney Chester 
B. McMullen tof Pinellas county, in 
which St. Petersburg is located), re- 


questing that he investigate, 
Watson said it appeared possible 
Petrillo had violated a Florida sedi- 
tion law passed 50 years ago which 
says: “If any person shall incite an 
insurrection or sedition amongst any 
portion or class of the population 
of this state, or shall attempt by 
writing, speaking or by any other 


Sez Petrillo 


St. Petersburg, Fla., June 11. 
James C. Petrillo’s only com- 
ment, when apprised that the 
“Florida sedition case” had fiz- 
zled out, was: 
“It seems a guy can’t even 
make a speech anymore.” 








means to incite such insurrection or 
sedition, the person so offending 
shall be punished by imprisonment 
in the state prison not exceeding 20 
years.” 

McMullen said the definition of 
sedition as “excitement of discon- 
tent against the government,” might 
apply to Petrillo’s remarks. 

Petrillo refused to comment but 
Joseph A. Padway, AFM chief coun- 
sel, debunked the insinuations. He 
said: 

“President Petrillo’s speech was 
not only lawful and proper but is 
protected by the Constitution of the 
United States and the constitution 
of the state of Florida. I was present 
in the hall and listened attentively 


to President Petrillo’s speech. He 
made no threats. I do not think 
that the state’s attorney or any 


other government official in Florida 
is anxious to go witch hunting. We 
have come to St. Petersburg to hold 
a peaceful, law-abiding convention, 
and that is what we have done.” 


McMullen promised a decision by | 


Friday morning, but later said he 
was waiting on “correspondence” 
from Watson. 

Saturday (8), McMullen huddled 


for an hour with Circuit Court Judge 
John U. Bird, in whose court Petrillo 
would have faced trial if charged. 
After the conference, McMullen sim- 
ply stated that the investigation was 
“washed up.” 

“I have decided there was no vio- 
lation,” he said. It was reported the 
judge had told him the whole thing 
was much ado about nothing, 


WDGY Bans Religioners, 
Protest Rally Planned 


Minneapolis, June 11. 

WDGY has banned paid weekday 
religious broadcasts from its pro- 
grams, laying its aetion to lethargy 
of listeners. While a rally was 
planned to protest the action, at 
least one sponsor agreed with sta- 
tion’s attitude. 

George S. England, executive di- 
rector of Christian Businessmen’s 
Committee, which for 14 years had 
sponsored “Family Altar,” one of 
the broadcasts affected, said “Chris- 
tians of the area took gospel broad- 
casting for granted. The type of 
people who listen to gospel broad- 
casts don’t write letters.” 

He emphasized sponsors held no 
animosity toward WDGY, in plan- 





of Congress in 
which 
whether 


seek aid 
the law 
decide 


changing 
permits stations to 
or not they want 


to accept paid religious advertising. | 


June ll, ¢ 


But their excitement proved | 





Hefty FCC Docket 


Washington, June 11. 
Next Monday (17) is an important 
hearing date for the FCC here 


On that day, the commission will 
oven investigations of the Don Lee 
network, which has allegedly violated 
chain broadcasting regulations. FCC 
will also begin hearings Monday on 
the Philadelphia television applica- 
tions. Six applicants presently re- 
main in the running for the three 


channels available. 


AFM Accepts 


Research Plan 


St. Petersburg, Fla.., 11. 

James C. Petrillo has bitten 
by the research bug. His recommen- 
dation that the American Federation 
lof Musicians set up a research de- 
partment, to deal better with the 
networks, recording companies, film 
studios, and other phases of show 
business, won a quick okay from 
AFM delegates here last week. Bud- 
get, staff assignments, salaries, etc., 
|are being worked out by the AFM 
| International Executive Board. 

It’s the feeling of Petrillo that, 
with the AFM now approaching the 
200,000 membership mark, it’s time 
the union got down to business on 
a scientific basis and, like the broad- 
casting industry, explore the values 
of research in future negotiations 
with radio, the record companies, 
etc. It’s Petrillo’s feeling, too, that 
it’s the only way in which the AFM 
can compete with the companies, as 
witness his recommendation to the 
convention: 

“Past experience has proved to us 
when we met with the industry that 
they were thoroughly familiar with 
our business. As a matter of fact, in 
lrecent controversies with the re- 
cording companies they went so far 
'as to make detailed researches, em- 
| ploying professional research bu- 
|}reaus, to determine just what our 
;}membership consists of and _ the 
|manner in which they were em- 
|ployed. In order to compete with 
| them, I believe it necessary for us 
;to do likewise and to familiarize 
ourselves with the manner in which 
they conduct their business. This 
can best be done by having our own 
research department.” 


June 





peen 








Roosevelt Chatter Show 
To Bow on 28 Outlets 


“At Home With Faye and Elliott,” 
new 15-minute, five-a-week trans- 
scription series employing Elliott 
and Faye ‘Emerson) Roosevelt, is 
_ scheduled for first broadcast Sat. 
| 15) in 28 markets, inciuding 23 in 
| Canada and five stations on the 
|Coast. Bow-in will be unique, in 
_ that show was bought with auditions 
|on strength of Roosevelt name, and 
transcription record of Kermit- 
| Raymond company, producers. 

Series is being auditioned this 
week in N.Y. for a client, with six 
stations as outlets, in N. Y., Chicago, 
Detroit, Boston, Cleveland and Phil- 

adelphia. N. Y.’s WOR and WJZ 
| admittedly are angling for the pro- 
| gram. 

Show’s format differs from other 
breakfast, Mr. and Mrs. programs in 
that the Roosevelts take a back seat 

|} to their daily guest star who holds 








spotlight. Nine programs have been 
; waxed so far, with Hildegarde 
;and Anna Sosenko; Sgt. Mickey 
|'McKeough, Gen. Eisenhower's or- 


derly; Henry Kaiser; Martha Scott: 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Chandor: 
Orson Welles; Lucille Ball and Desi 
Arnaz: George Jessel, and 
R. Smith, prez of American Air 
Lines, as guests. Producer Ray 
Green plans to do 260 platters in all, 
for two serics of 26 weeks, 130 shows 
each. 


THREE SOAP RENEWALS 
Chicago, June 11. 
“Ma Perkins.” “Joyce Jordan, 
| M. D.,” and “Life Can Be Beauti- 
j ful,” three NBC daytime soapers, 
| have been renewed for an additional 
52-week period by Procter & 


| Gamble. 


ning the rally, which he said will | 


“Life,” switching over from CBS, 


| replaces “Woman of America” June 


24 on the Monday through Friday 
2 p. m. slot. Present plans call for 
“Woman” to fold on the above date. 


Gen C. 


Heffron to Take Over 
NAB Public Relations 


Washington, June 11. 

Edward J. Heffron takes over NAB 
public relations duties June 17 under 
| title of executive asst. to the presi- 
dent and veepee of the assn. 

He has left the post of exec. sec’y 
lof the National Council of Catholic 
| Men where he guided public rela- 
|tions for 14 years. Heffron fostered 
'the “Catholic Hour” and “Hour of 

Faith” on the webs. 


AFM to Enter FM 





St. Petersburg, Fla., June 11. 

The American Federation of Mu- 
sicians is going into FM broadcasting 
| on its own. 
| On the premise 
| foster better music, 
to better music lies in the musicians 
themselves,” the AFM convention 
here last week voted favorably on a 
| resolution to explore the whole pic- 
ture of FM with a view toward ap- 
| plying for licenses behalf of 
|} locals wherever considered advis- 
| able. 
| No reference was made to the de- 
mands of James C. Petrillo that 
| broadcasters utilizing FM _ facilities 
|for AM shows employ duplicate sets 
|of musicians—one of the controver- 
|sial issues confronting standard 





~ 


that “FM will 
and the answer 


Oll 


jture. But it was agreed that the 





As Broadcaster 


| 
| 


| AFM is in a peculiarly ide:l position | 


to jump on the FM bandwagon. 


PM Needs 


Continued from page 














—— 


had virtually te choose between giv- 
ing its readers more or taking the 
space away from them to sell adver- 
tisers.” As an “established” paper, 
PM could afford to “offer space on 
its own terms,” the prospectus will 
state, adding that “advertisers could 
hardly exert more influence than or- 
ganized political pressure groups— 
and PM has proved itself able to 
withstand them.” 

With no advertising income, PM’s 
only take, consequently, comes from 
its circulation. That today grosses 
to newsdealers. And although there 
is no statement of operating costs 
available, the prospectus will 
frankly that “it costs more than 
$40,000 weekly to produce PM now 
—so we draw from our little bank 
balance and we call for more and 
more readers.” 

Marshall Field, prexy of PM, Inc., 
who bought out all the other orig- 
inal investors, has sunk more than 
$4,000,000 into the paper, according 
to the prospectus. During its six 
years of existence, the paper has 
grossed $14,000,000 more from circu- 
lation. But today “PM’s bills are 
more than the income from its pres- 
ent shareholder-readers.” Prospec- 
tus will point out that the paper can 
break even with “considerably less” 
than 100,000 additional circulation, 
but “wants that many more so that 
it can continue driving ahead.” With 
still more than 100,000 readers, it 
will say, it might be possible to es- 
tablish a chain of PMs in other 
cities. 

Financial crisis first materialized 
around Jan. 1, when the circulation 
had reached 165,000—highest normal 
average in the paper's history. Ex- 
penses in the postwar world, though, 
had also risen. Newsprint, for ex- 
ample, had gone up from $50 a ton 
in 1940 to $67. To attempt a cut 
| in operating costs would have meant 
; an “inevitable loss in the quality of 
the paper,” which the editors turned 
down, Prospectus will state the ed- 
}itors were also considering a hike 
| in the paper’s price from 5c, but de- 
;cided this would be_ inconsistent 
with its current fight against infla- 
tion. 

Prospectus is given over to a his- 
| tory of the paper, with its prelimi- 
inary fights for existence, its con- 
| stant crusading, etc. On the back 
page is a box, as a pledge from 
readers to help get the additional 
100,000 circulation. 














EGOLF NOW ON OWN 

Washington, June 11. 
Willard D. Egolf, who has just re- 
| Signed as special counsel for the 
| NAB, has opened law offices here 
,and will figure principally in cases 
before the FCC. He is also president 
/of Broadcast Management, Inc., 
| which has filed an application for 
a 250-watt standard station in the 
Bethesda-Chevy Chase suburb of 
| Washington, 





— 


Petrillo, Beer and Jobs 


St. Petersburg, Fla., June 11. 


James C. Petrillo and his American Federation of Musicians ‘got hot 
under the collar here last week over the shipment of barley to outside 


countries and voted to ask Congress to do something about it, 


They 


claim that it’s brought about “a totally unnecessary shortage of beer 


and other alcoholic beverages” 


for 


roadhouses and nite spots and 


which, in turn, is seriously jeopardizing the employment possibilities 


of musicians and entertainers. 


Resolution adopted by the convention aimed at preventing further 
layoff of musicians and further pointed out that “the sad’ plight of the 


starving Europeans and Asiatics 


fessional prohibitionists to 


has 


propaganaize 


been seized the 


make 


upon by 
efforts to 


pro 


their the 


country dry once again, to the great detriment of our people in the 


musical and entertainment field.” 


AFM resolution also charged that barley now being sent abroad for 


the manufacture of beer and other alcoholic malt beverages, in many 


cases, is being sent back to this country for sale at tremendous profits 


but in insufficient quantity to alleviate the current shortage. 





Churchmen Back 


Toronto, June 11. 


Belabored on many sides for its 


announced intention of taking over 
t 


he wavelength of CFRB, Toronto. 
and installing a 50-watt transmitter, 


4 TQ) the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. has | 
| broadcasters entering the FM pic- | 


found an unlook-for ally in the 
United Churches of Canada which 
passed a resolution here condemn- 
ing the “cartel connections” of 
CFRB and supporting CBC, 


The churchmen’s resolution claimed | 


that the owners of CFRB were part 
of an international radio tube cartel 
and that “this conference, aware of 


| the cartel connections of CFRB, and 





lard Radio 
$57,000 weekly, of which $17,000 goes | 


Say | 


| band 





cognizant of the potential threat of 
this cartel to the purpose and work 
of the CBC, now records its support 
of the CBC policy as recently stated 
before a House of Commons com- 
mittee by A. Davidson Dunton, CBC 
general manager.” 

It was the claim of Rev. Dr. J. R. 
Mutchmor, secretary of the evange- 
lism and social service department 
of the church union, that CFRB was 
a wholly-owned subsidiary of Stand- 
Ltd., which in turn 
part of Thermionics Ltd., holders of 
world patents on radio tubes. (CFRB, 
Toronto, is owned and operated by 
Rogers-Majestic Ltd., manufacturers 
of radio tubes in Canada.). 

But Joseph Sedgwick, counsei for 


CFRB, declared that “there is not a | 


word of truth in the charges.” In 
at denial, he said that “the only 
possible basis of fact for the church 


resolution is that, until February, 
1941, Standard Radio Ltd. was en- 
gaged, under the name_ Rogers- 


Majestic, in the manufacture of radio 
sets and parts, and up to that time 
Standard Radio had certain patent 
interests; but Standard sold to Eng- 
lish interests in 1941 and, since 
then, we have had no interest in 
patents and could not be interested 
in any tube cartel.” 


Cohen Move From DFS 
Causes Staff Changes 


Move of Harry Cohen from Dancer, 
Fitzgerald & Sample to John D. Tar- 
cher agency has brought a series of 
changes to DFS, and the addition to 
executive staff of Jerry Seehof, from 
LaRoche & Ellis. Cohen was super- 
vising account exec on the $5,000,000 
per year radio billing Whitehall 
group, but switched whea he re- 
ceived control of Groves Labora- 
tories ad business. 

Upped as a result of switch are 
Ken Beirn, to supervising account 





exec; Jerry Seehof, former copy chief | 


of Ruthrauff & Ryan, and H. W. Kas- 
tor, who will do copy planning, field 
analysis, and merchandising; Bob 
Buckley, from media director to ac- 
count exec, with Beirn, over Anacin, 
Kolynos, and BiSeDol; and Wiliiam 
Lewis from merchandisine to 


Cold Tablets, Guards, and Heet. 


Strictly Public Fights 
To Get Mutual Audition 


“Family Affair,” audience 





parti- 


cipation quiz show with two families | 


stacked up against each other (hus- 
vs. husband, wife vs. wife, 
etc.), will be tried out on 


July 11 and 18, 10:30-11 p. m., with 


possibility of going on air in fall | 


as regular program. Airer was tried 
out May 16 similarly as a one-shot. 

Program has Ed Wolf as producer 
and Tiny Ruffner as emcee, under 
Dolph Opfinger’s supervision. 


- Se 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|**Wall street contingent.” 


Was | 


exec, | 
also with Beirn over Freezone, Hill's | 


Mutual | 
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Petrillo Bid 
—_= Continued from page 1 == 








the hands of the executive board 
Instead, he put himself on record as 
i 


CBC In CFRB Tiff 


thinks of 


to what he the press in 
| America, linking them with the net- 
works and commentators as the 


Petrillo cited chapter and verse, 
taking the Chicago Sun and the New 
| York Times over the coals for what 
lhe charged was reversal of policy 
'in regard to radio after Marshall 
Field, who owns the Sun, and the 
Times acquired their own stations. 
' His attitude was “what's the use?” as 





Other detailed AFM con- 
vention stories on P. 1 and 
in Music section. 


| 


he recalled that the AFM had spent 
1 $1,700,000 to fight the emergence of 
|}eanned music in the pix industry. 
He characterized it all as “pouring 
;}money down the drain,” because, he 
| charged, the press of America isn't 
interested in anything but smearing 
|labor. If money is poured into pub- 
lic relations, he averred, it will only 
|be to prove once again how useless 
{it all is. Rather, he suggested, money 
|could be spent more wisely in free 
concerts around the country. “That's 
|my idea of public relations,” he said, 
|adding that as the campaign against 
Petrillo more and more adds up to 
persecution, “the public itself will 
do the constructive job for us.” 

| This anti-press attitude somehow 
seemed to translate itself into the 
conduct of the delegates themselves. 
While Petrillo himself appeared 
more approachable to the press than 
at any previous time, one could 
sense a note of suspicion among the 
delegates in their reluctance to talk. 


‘The NAB Regrets’—In 
Reply to Petrillo Blast 


Washington, June 11. 

James C. Petrillo’s attack on NAB 
at the recent AFM convention in 
Florida drew a frigidly correct re- 
ply from the association 
night (8). 

“The National Association 
Broadcasters,” said the statement, 
“regrets that Mr. Petrillo found it 
expedient or necessary to resort to 
personalities and to terms of con- 
| flict at the American Federation 
of Musicians’ convention. 

“The ultimate object of the radio 
industry and the AFM must be to 
provide the best possible music for 
the American public. Neither the 
broadcasters nor the Federation can 
escape this responsibility. Only by 
| reasonable approach can we hope to 








Saturday 


of 





| solve our mutual problems and dis- 
charge our obligation to the Ameri- 
can people. 

“Through the initiative of 
| president, Justin Miller, and long 
before the passage of the Lea bill 
or the introduction of the legisla- 
tion concerning labor now before 
| the Congress and the President, the 
NAB sought to establish new ma- 


its 


'chinery and methods for amicably 


| settling the long-standing § differ- 
ences between broadcasters and the 
| AFM. 

“The NAB has taken the position 
that neither legislation nor judicial 
| determination can obviate or dimin- 
ish the ultimate necessity for in- 
_dustry and labor to sit down to- 
gether and reach fair agreements by 
proper discussion, adjustment and 
negotiation. - Resort to any other 
procedure is wasteful, inconclusive 
; and can only breed bitterness and 
| resentment,” 


| 
| 
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Authors Press Film-Video Copyright 


Separation; Studios to Crack Down 


Authors might have ané_easie 


time with the film companies than 
‘inally anticipated in pressing tor 
eparation of copyrights for televi- 
“when a story material is sold 


SiO I 


+ 9 film studio, it was revealed at 
q eeting of the exec council of the 
Authors’ Guild in N. Y. last Wed- 
nesdav (5) 

Huddling on what course to fol- 


low to get the long-awaited separa- 
tion of copyright clause in their con- 


tracts with the studios, the authors 
discovered that no one present at 
the meeting had ever lost a_ sale 


when he demanded such rights. 
Most of the conflict, it was pointed 
out. arose from the studio’s demand 
fo omplete rights to a story from 
tvro authors or those oldtimers seek- 
ng to make a comeback. It’s that 
situation the Guild is trying to rec- 
Lils 

With television finally starting to 
roll, all members of the Guild have 
indicated more interest than here- 
tofore in obtaining the sought-for 


rights. Guild will continue to lay 
preliminary plans at another meet- 
ing on the Coast at the end of the 
month Committee has not devised 


any definite plans yet on what form 
best to present its de- 
mands to the studio. All four guild 


would be 


in the Authors’ League, including 
the radio writers, dramatists, screen 
writers and authors, are expected to 
join in the fight and, since the mem- 
bership is scattered all over the 
country, it’s been difficult to work 
out the strategy. 

Film companies, according to an 
Authors’ League exec, haven't 
raised too strong objections to 
copyright separations for films and 
television in the past because tele | 
hasn't meant much until now. With 
the current advent of commercial 
tele, however, studios are expected 


to crack down in an effort to counter 
the plans presently being worked 
out by the League. 


Bendix Receivers 


To Plug CBS Tint 


CBS television’s fight for high- 
frequency color received another 
boost this week with the decision 


of the Bendix radio division of the 
Bendix Aviation Corp. to manufac- 


ture color video receivers through 
licensing of CBS patents. 
Bendix is the third company 


granted licenses to produce equip- 


ment based on CBS's inventions. 
Other two companies, however, 
Westinghouse and Federal Tele- 
communications Laboratories, were 


licensed to manufacture only trans- 
mitter equipment. With 
making receivers, CBS is now all set 
to push its fight for the establishment 


of commercial standards for ultra- 
high frequency video. 
Immediate plans of Bendix call 


for the construction of an experi- 
mental color transmitter at the com- 
pany’s main plant in Baltimore, ac- 
cording to Charles Marcus, veepee 
over engineering. Ben-lix engineers 
Will carry out extensive develop- 
ment and research to produce re- 
eceivers as soon as possible for home 
consumption, 


Viewtone, Still in Prod., 


Adds New B’klyn Plant 


Irving (Chic) Kane, president of 
Viewtone Television, has added a 
new Brooklyn plant in addition to 


the present East 18th street (N. Y.) 
location, because of expanding busi- 
ness, although the new video sets 
are still on the assembly lines. 
Viewtone is rushing into the mar- 
ket with a $130 video receiver 
4 $275 combo television-auton 
Phohograph-radio set 


and 


alic 


B&K’S 600-FT. TOWER 
Chicago, June 11. 
Skedded to become the _ tallest 
structure in Chi, the proposed B&K 
ont FM-television transmitting 


tower will rise 600 feet above sect 
level on the edge of the Loop. 


Bendix 





“HERE’S MORGAN” 
With Henry Morgan 
Producer: Harvey Marlowe 
15 Mins.; Thurs., 8:15 p.m. 


problems that the Television Broad- 
casters Assn. can handle at the mo- 
ment. In tele, as in radio, he’s one 
of the most unorthodox performers 
extant, completely uninhibited to the 





point that he can cause more gray 
hairs to producers in a brief 15 min- 
utes than most performers during 
an entire career 


Privately, performers complain of 
the terrific heat generated by the 
overhead light banks, but no one ha 
lever done anything about it. Mor- 


|}gan—he stripped down to the waist. 
|showed the viewers how the light: 
melted the records, and complained 
| bitterly about the conditions under 
| which video workers perform. TBA 
will probably promulgate a Hay: 
office code to take care of guys like 
Morgan. Unorthodoxy of the per- 
formance was probably the most sur- 
prising thing ever to come over the 
screen, but lest TBA clamps dcwn 
on Morgan too hard, it was all in- 
offensive and didn't exceed good 
taste, and it was funny 

His gab, strictly ad-lib, poked fun 
at the product in a manner which 
would cause immediate cancellation 
' by a less liberal bankroller. His lam- 


poon of Adler shoe products was 
| funmier than anything he’s done on 
ithe audio medium because of the 


ight values afforded by video. But 
withal, he gave a practical den.on- 
istration of the efficacy of Adler ele- 
ivators by having a gent from the 
|audience, accompanied by a femme, 


try on a pair. The guy afterward 
was much taller than she was 
Morgan probably didn’t mean to 
be that good to his sponsor. Morgan 
has proviced the first burlesque otf 
television, a certain sign that the 
medium is on the way to growing up. 
Jose. 


—_———. 


“CHIME TIME” 

With Jean Tighe, 
others 

Director: Art Rivera 

Producer: Harvey Marlowe 

| 15 Mins.; Thurs. (6), 8 p.m. 

A. E. Rittenhouse Co. 

| WABD-ABC, N. Y¥. 

| (Donovan & Thomas) 

| 

| 


Gay Moods (4), 


Singing commercials of 15 minute 
| duration are much too long for radio, 
| tele, or what have you. Consequently 

initial display of Rittenhouse Chimes 
ifell short of its intended mark be- 
cause of too heavy concentration 
upon the product and too little on 
(Continued on page 42) 





Video Set Sellers Can 


Demonstrate Now, But 
On Strict Time Schedule 


Television broadcasters were back 
in the good graces of the set man- 


ufacturers this week as WNBT 
| (NBC, N.Y.) resumed its daytime 
programming after a several-week 
| hiatus for transmitter returning, 
while WCBW (CBS. N.Y.) came out 
with its first daytime show since 
the end of the war on Saturday 
(8) 

Those set manufacturers who'd 
| been able to get some sets on the 
retailers’ shelves had been hard hit 


until now by the complete void in 
daytime telecasts Customer was 
forced to buy a set as an almost 
complete blind article, since all the 
retailer had with which to dem- 
onstrate the set’s reception qualities 
the station's test patterns 
were transmitted on an: 


were 
which not 
definite schedule. 

WNBT is 
afternoons a week. 
Radio City Matinee” on 
Wednesdavs and Fridays 1-2 p.m. 
and the educational for high 

studet on Tuesdays 2-2:30 
WCBW will probably run its 
“Man in the Street” show 
as a weekly feature also. 

All of which means that a poten- 
tial set buyer would do well to hit 
store sometime during those 

for best results on what kind 
he's getting. 


the foul 


broadcasting its 
Monday 


now on air 


series 
school ts 
p.m. 


Saturday 


the 
hours 
jot a buy 


——__—____—— 


| by its over-enthusiastic 
the 


Adler Shoes 
WABD-ABC, N. Y. 

Henry Morgan’s first video show | 
has probably brought to light more 





rGL, ADMEN 
PUD 


Television, 





oversold to the publi 


backers for 


last decade, might finally attai: 
something like full stature this vea 
New upswing in optimi b 
evidenced by the industry’s top ex- 
ecs is cued by the fact that five 


more top-coin advertisers signed up | 
for video shows in N. Y. during the! 


last week, and by 
determination of the 


the expressed 


FCC to cleat 


aS many station applications as pos- | 


sible during the next six months 
With hearings fo. Angele 
and New York the way, the 
commission is pulling all stops and, 
i ent 


Los 
out of 


from pre 
able to grant 
90 stations by 


indication . might be 
permits for at lea 

Sept. 1. Actual start 
of operations, naturally, must await 
the lifting of the Civilian Produc- 
tion Administration’s building freeze 


and the beginning of mass produc- 
tion of receivers. While unwilling 


to make 
1ormet 


any 


score, 


predictions on the 
industry execs are 
confident that sets will begin rolling 
off the lines in quantity by the end 
of the year. 


Present and potential broadcasters 


have given plenty of evidence dur- 
ing recent hearings that they’re 
ahead as fast 
tions permit. Illustrative is the ABC 
which went on record during 
hearings for N. Y. channels as 
being ready and willing to spend 
$10,000,000 for video, half for con- 
struction and the other $5,000,000 
for operations during the first year 


j; eager to go 


— 
WeCD, 
the 


for its four requested stations. Al- 
though beset by inter-industry con- 
troversics, such as the color con- 
flict, industry chiefs are confident 


that such questions will wither away 
and die once television gets rolling. 

Advertisers’ faith in the new 
dium is indicated by the 
tive rait of new commercials. Espe- 
cially heartening to industry chiefs 
is the fact that the top-coin sponsors 


are buying time on television at the | 


same time they're slicing their ad- 
vertising budgets for radio and other 
media. WNBT, (NBC, N. Y.) has 
signed with Bristol-Myers for a 52- 
week series of Sunday night shows 
through Young & Rubicam, and has 
| renewed deals with Firestone and 


_ Esso. ABC television has just signed | 


for a series of four Thursday night 
shows to be sponsored by 
heart Soap through the Duane Jones 
agency. Shows will be broadcast 
over WABD (DuMont, N. Y.) start- 
ing Thursday (20). And Gulf has 
bought the 
; news show on WCBW 


for 52-weeks. 


(CBS, N. Y.) 
Latter deal was also 


| handled by Y. & R | 
WNBT, in addition, currently has | 
| two weekly shows sponsored by 


Standard Brands and other weekly 


programs plugging Gillette Safety 
Razors, Vocational Guidance Insti- 


tute and RCA-Victor, plus a string 


of other advertisers who buy video | 


time to run their commercially- 
sponsored films. ABC, without its | 
|own — station, currently produces 


shows for the A. E. Rittenhouse Co. 


Adler Shoes, U. S. Rubber and 
Chevrolet 

Thus, despite the many obstacles 
being placed in television’s path 
from various sources, including 
James C. Petrillo, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians prexy, as well as | 


execs inside the industry, television 
can finally be said to have gone 
commercial And, according to 
broadeasters, all things point to 
video growing up in a big way dur- 
ing the rest of 1946. 


TBA’S POPPELE NAMED 
TO C. OF C. COMMITTEE 


Hy poe ad 


the nation’s 


interest in 
top business 
evidenced last 


ment of J. R 


television by 


vreck by the appoint- 
Poppele. prexy of the 
Television Broadcasters Assn... as a 


member of the committee of the do- 


mestie distribution dept. of the U. S. | 


Chamber of Commerce. 

Committee, representing the retail 
vholesale, advertising and 
industries, serves to promote 

'principles and practices in 
j ing. 


service 
sound 


1- 
marKet- 


+ 


Thackreys Have $8,000,000 Assets 
METI © To Back N.Y. L. A, ‘Frisco Video 


—+ 


as condi- | 


me- | 
compara- | 


Sweet- | 


former sustaining night | 


execs Was | 


SHOOT WORKS 








Muezzin’s Disks 
Hollywood, June 1! 
recording cooked up by 
execs as a satire on the 
Los Angeles television hearu 
has become the talk of the in- 
dustry. Platter, written by a 
staffer at KECA, the web's L.A. 
outlet, kids all the brass assem- 
bled for the Coast hearings. in- 
cluding such execs as John F 
Royal, Howard Hughes, Paul Rai- 
bourn—and even Mark Woods, 

ABC prexy. 

Typical of the gags: Hugh: 
neara that if 
tion is accepted the station w1l 
play “The Outlaw” at least 
a night—just to show that the 
Hughes Tool Co. can “keep 
abreast of the times” in video 
CBS applicant, plugging for col- 
or video, has a decided southern 
drawl. When Royal gets ready to 
take the stand, the FCC exami- 
ner tells the assembled appli- 
cants to “please bow your heads 
and face to the east.” 

ABC played the platter at a 
special dinner during the hear- 
ings. It has cut 60 of the disks 
and so far has received requests 
for more than 100 of them. 


Gag 


ABC 


iil appiie 


LO Say 


once 








British Tele, Resuming 


_ After Seven-Year Layoff, 


Washington, June 11. 
Early decision is expected f 
FCC on allocation of the remaining 
four video channels in the New York 
urea for which six applicant 1D- 
peared at hearings last week Three 


of the city’s seven channel] ire al- 
ready licensed to NBC, CBS and 
DuMont. 

Final session on Thursday (6) was 
devoted to the applications of Dor- 
othy S. Thackrey (N. Y. Evening 
Post and WLIB) and the Debs Me- 
morial Radio Fund, Inc. (WEVD) 

Mrs. Thackrey gave her total as- 
sets as $8,092,000 and told the com- 
nission: “My primary interest in tel- 

ion, radio and ne ipeci Dive 
ng is to provide the wil t pos- 
sible public service by utilizir ind 


available to the public the 


sak 
making 


effective 


most means ot ma com- 
munications. I am enthusiastic ovet 
the limitless future of televisic 

She has video applications in for 
Los Angeles and San Francisco a!so. 
and said she would spend 50% of 
her time on the West Coast if she 
gets all three channels. She esti- 


;} mated equipment and installation of 


the New York station would cost 
$299,000, and said the first year's 
operation would exceed $416,000. 
Ted O. Thackrey, her husband: 


Frank Knaack, chief engineer of 
WLIB; and Jackson Leighter, presi- 
dent of WLIB, also testified. 
Adolph Held, president and board 
chairman of Debs Memorial 


Radio 


| Fund, said the idea was to “provide 


| Shows 25% Improvement 


London, June 11. 


BBC which resumed 


| broadcasting Friday (7) after a six- 


television, 


|year wartime hiatus, has improved 


25°. since 1939, according to BBC | 
experts. Number of sets in opera- 
‘tion in the London area, however, 


|has decreased from 23,000 since be- 
fore the war to about 15,000. Some 
‘of the sets suffered damages during 
use through the dearth of 
| parts. 

Set owners pay BBC a fee of $16 
Company is expected io 


| yearly. 


television, which works out at the 
rate of about $240 per viewer. Num- 
ber of viewers is expected to in- 
crease very soon, since radio manu- 
facturers are working overtime and 
expect to have at least 100,000 scts 
| in operation by the end of the year 
BBC's hour-and-a-half formal op- 
ening ceremony was beamed to the 
| limited audience in the London area. 
| Teeing off with a gag theme of “you 
ican see us but thank Heaven we can't 
i'see you,” the opening show ranged 
from Shakespeare to music hall va- 
rieties. Program began with a 
cloud-framed shot of the single BBC 
television antenna at Alexandra Pal- 
ace in North London, which was the 
| principal RAF radar station during 
| the blitz. 
| After a 
| tor 
| 
} 


short fanfare, tele direc- 
Maurice Gorham spoke ot the 
better things to come once the video 
program starts rolling. Show wa: 
highlighted by a repeat perforimance 
of the last BBC telecast in 1940, fcea- 
turing a Mickey Mouse cartoon. Also 
included was a remote pickup from 
BBC's special events truck of the 
Victory Parade rehearsal 


Two More Bow Out 


Washington, June 11. 
Two more applicants dropped out 


of the race for low frequency black 
| and white television stations last 
| weck. 

Strombe rg-Carlson withdrew "I 


| application for Rocheste: N. Y 
and WFBM, Inc.. bowed out in In- 
| dianapolis 
WOW Withdraws 

Omaha, June 11. 


WOW has withdrawn its anvplica- 
tion for commercial television but 
iil continue experiments, accord- 


jing to John Gillin, Jr., president. 


i} be largely 


a free voice in N. Y. radio and per- 
petuate the name of Debs.” Ques- 
tioning brought out that the For- 
ward Assn., derived from the N. Y. 
Jewish Daily Forward, would 
with the financing. Inference was 
that if Fund got a station, it would 
devoted to foreign lan- 
programs as is WEVD at 


help 


guage 
present. 





Video ‘Oscars 


‘the blitz and others have gone out of | 


spare | 


spend about $4,000,000 annually on | 


| N. Y. 


Due Tonight 


American Television Society will 
pass out video’s “Oscars” tonight 
(Wednesday) at special ceremonies 
at the DuMont Wanamaker studios, 
Recipients of awards for the 
1945-46 season were chosen this year 
by a special committee composed, 
in addition to chairman Richard 
Manville, of radic execs of the three 
chief wire services, including Robert 
Brown of International News Serv- 
ice, Phillip Newsom of United Press 
and Tom O'Neil of Press Association, 
an Associated Press affiliat 

For the first time in ATS history, 


presentation of the awards will be 
televised. Telecast has been sched- 
uled over WABD (DuMont, N. Y.) 


to 9:30 
Newly-elected officers for the 
forthcoming year will be inducted at 


from 9 p.m 


the same meeting. New oificers in- 
clude George T. Shupert. prexy; 
Ralph Rockafellow. veenee: Dian 
Dincin, secretary, end Archibald U. 
Braunticld, treasurer. Ne board 


members larle 


Richard 


include Ch Alli 
Manville, Edward C. Cole, 


pute 


David Hale Halpern. Frederick A 
Kugel, Dor McClure’ and Alice 
Pentlarge 

Awards. in the fora of plaques, 
ma\ io to Individual tatior ac 
agencies, etc. and may he ¢ y 
jointly. Citations will ye made tor 
the year’s outstanding contribution 
Lo the developm nt ol tel sion 


rciallv: to technical excele 


production: for t 


nical advancement in the scier of 
television for the most con t 
effort in the develonine of the n t 
‘fective viceo commercial r 
the 4 ! best sports programming. 
Award Wlil also be iven for the 

’s best educations] program: tor 

tt 1o°t out ndir contribution to 
chiledves programming; tot the bet 
I pros Il ior the most otte 
standing yroductions: best snecial 
vents program: best direction, and 


10 the nmiost 


,; ATS. 


Ouistanding service to 
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NEWS 


10:00 AM Open Mon., Wed., Fri. 


MYRT & MARGE 


9:00 AM Open Mon. thru Fri. 


RAINBOW HOUSE 


10:30 AM Open Saturday 


NEWS 


11:00 AM Open Tues., Thurs., Sat. 


ANSWER MAN 


12:45 PM Open Mon. thru Sat. 


EASY ACES 


6:00 PM Open Mon. thru Fri. 


STAN LOMAX 


6:45 PM Open Mon., Wed., Fri. 


FULTON LEWIS, Jr. 


7:00 PM Open Mon. thru Fri. 


BARRY GRAY’S VARIETIES 


2:00 AM Open Mon, thru Sun. 
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Whether you’re “going off’’ or “‘coming on”’ the air today, 


tomorrow, or a month from now, here’s a frank and 


helpful statement from WOR-the station that has 
probably created and produced more 


plaudit-prompting, audience-building, sales-producing 


local, low-priced shows during the past 12 months 


than any station anywhere 


NEVER BEFORE in WOR’s almost a quarter-century 
of action-arousing programming to 18,000,000 
people in seven of the Eastern Seaboard’s greatest 
states, has its schedule been studded with a wider 
variety of crack shows priced low for immedi- 
ate sale. 

This is no casual boast and these are no Cas- 
ual buys. The majority of these programs have 
bounced — and are bouncing — to top-ranking 
rating slots on an ever-mounting crescendo of 
new and repeated acclaim from the nation’s most 
astute critics, columnists and feature writers. They 
are programs that have pulled rave letters of en- 
dorsement from such shrewd buyers as Raymond 
Spector, Ruthrauff & Ryan, O’Cedar Corp., Van 
Raalte, Julius Scheck, etc.; programs which have 
paved the way for “‘success stories” that are the 
envy of the industry and the delight of their 
sponsors. 

So, if you are making or contemplating a 


NOTE: « recording of any of these WOR shows, plus 
the free help and advice of the station’s talent-and- 
time-wise Commercial Program Sales Division, can 


be had for a phone call, PE 6-8600. 


—that power-full station 


change, either seasonal or permanent, in your 
network or local programming in New York, WOR 
sincerely suggests that you give some thought to 
the great show buys it has listed here. For these 
WOR programs ere much more than station 
“packages”. They are grown and growing 
regional institutions; properties that, for net 
‘vacationers’, are audience and sales “insurance” 
in their coverage of 16 of the nation’s greatest 
markets of more than 100,000 people each. They 
are also investments that can play a tremendous 
part in holding and increasing the popularity of 
any advertiser’s product or service. 

WOR urges you to act on this ad for a very 
simple reason. Annually, for more than eight 
years, we have published a similar message—and 
had it accepted by three, four—as many as seven 
advertisers. And in almost every case, those clients 


are among our present and most consistent users. 





at 1440 Broadway, in New York 


MUTUAL 





ee 
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——— (ontinued from 


ing personnel is expected to be 
solved by people active in show biz, | 
| who will have only a short distance 
'to travel to the school’s West 46th 
| street location. [It's a few doors 
away from VARIETY.) 


Projected 


Chicago, June 11. 


electrically  tran- 


aren't los- 


Producers of 


scribed dramatic shows 


ing any time waiting for James 


school will have a reg- Petrillo’s axe to fall Instead, 


toure-veal cou 


they é exploring every possibility 


ADD ints t letermine | fron et LOW and the fate of 

fitness for the cou they request, | those how already pressed wob 

expected ) the \ Vie of what might happer 

) Y f P ( in 

vill b pen i ta that air t ! 

While dramatic trainin has al-; 4 galvanized the et. guys m I! 

been a part of college courses, | adopting sound effects that have 

snd schooling in the various phases | Proved useful from the early days 

of radio production has been intro- of radio and have been greatly re- 

duced in many universities, there fined in their latter-day stages, In 

has never been a secondary school, | P!ace of musical bridges, themes and 

municipally run. which has provided whatnot, they may v ell be setting 

vocat < training for show busi- | # pattern tnat producers of live 

pee me ee shows will find it advantageous to 

a follow 

7 ae Toc pees Live how of course, can drop 

snag musi al a moment s notice while 

tation nost mn le being WWL 5 Pal ccnhe ‘weil: tan aia 
CBS affiliate in New Orleans, owned | '"* pee Ser: sheer a 

ee in the event of a Petrillo prohibi- 

by Loyola University Recently, too tion. Withal, the latter are pointing 

. = sagged nag have begun to such live shows as “Gang Bust- 

Pokey n_ motion picture procucs | ars” and “Famous Jury Trials” as 

| tion, with Wesleyan one of the pion- {samples of drama layouts that get 

ry the field. Most definite move away with no music at all in spot: 

= sort took place, not in the where it woulda seem most effective 

U. S. but in Mexico, where a Di- |, use it, and are working on the 
— ee ee agg same gimmick for themselves 

pointed in April to head up ni- 


Opening theme of “Busters,” for 


|} new school was prepared by the vo- 


















follvwood, June ll. 
cational education advisory board He : : 
under the chairmanship of Stephen Increase in pay of slightly over 
F. Voorhees Paper outlines em- | 20 has been granted personnel of 
phasis on practical side of courses, | progran vriting department at 
vith shows yroduced bv student silica P : 
\ pro icer Gen CBS here. Hike. retroactive to May 
themselves. While there is a High hed’ 
‘ oO ot 1A < 1p y ys » 
School of Music & Arts already in 1 when old ticke a Lerminateda, 
existence New York. it does not} was given after several weeks of 
equip students to enter professional | haggling between net execs and 
‘ntertall 1 ' > Pat cm 
entertainment field ‘reps of Radio Writers Guild. 
—— a Writers jump from $58 to $72.50. 
. . They also get a 50° increase in 
Longhair Music ischedule of commercial fees for 
| 


} 
um, Continued from 


| writings used on Pacific network of 
CBS. Also under the new agreement 
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tion or boom in the concert business. 


uses of material penned by staffers. 


but he doesn’t see it easing off next | In the future, the writers will be 
year. Even when it does deflate, he | permitted to do freelance work so 
said. “we'll have a bigger concert | long as writings are confined to CBS 
| business than before the war.” It | Shows, commercial or otherwise, Ra- 


i won't 


even drop in proportion to | dio, television and other rights, ex- 
others in time of lull. It’s a vo.ng cepting rights to one radio usage by 
business yet, like the radio, and it |@™Ployers, are now held by writers 
Will grov and net no longer shares extras. 
| (intense eainiaiaiiali 
Judson says the concert business | 


and audiences were built up through 


. > ] . . 
“tay records, (b) radio, and «c) na-, Brisson’s Legion of Merit 
tionwide concert courses like Com- |! Washi J 11 
} munity and Civic. Concert } ee ee : 


manage- | 


ments haven't the capacity to supply : . . , 
aaeoe neo a : ” Esneciaily | * Lt. Col. Freddie Brisson for his 
! ul , he avers. Especially | ,,.,.. : : 
hat, ” | work with the AAF as chief of 
since the U. S. has gone into sume- ; ‘ ~ e 


Office of 
tion 


Radio 
part: 


Production. Cita- 


thing relatively new—the export of 
music talent 


“Where 


said in 


Germany used to strib- ; . : 
Pte . a tod strib original AAF radio production unit. 
ute artists for the world,” according |1n the summer of 1944 in answer 
ito Juds “6 ue - | : , s' 
| to Judson, “the U. S. now will. We | to the demand from the American 


| have already started to book artists 
abroad. And we won't have enough 

| good artists to go around.” 

| 


| Judson sees an excellent crop of | ing combat radio 
|; young 


American talent coming to! to all theatres of operations in order 
| the fore. “Our young American pi- | to record and report 
| anists, in particular,” he says, “per-|in the air. 

formers like William Kapell Eugene | “The 
Istomin, Eugene List, will soon lead 
the world ” 


public to know and understand the 
activities of our overseas fighting 


resultant program, ‘The 


and throughout the world to our 


The most significant deve lopment | fighting men, contributed in a great 


of World Wai I] 
30 and 40 major ensembles. and from sas ———— 
200 to 300 orchestras. New 
ones are started every cay 
The movement got under way betore | 
the war. and wasn’t retarded. desnite 
the fact that practically all orches- 
tras operate under annual deficits of | 
trom 35°. to 50° 


smalle: aaa 
being MacGregor Sets Stars 
lor Recruiting GIs 
Hollywood, June 11. 
Humphrey Bogart, George Mur- 


no symphony orchestra went out of 
business. Today's orchestra budgets, 
he adds, are being increasingly bal- 
anced by records, radio shots and en- | 
‘dowments, 


top spot. 


Army is buying total of 26 plat- 
ters. Film actors do dramatic bits, 


j military figures, 


CBS loses 10% interest in subsidiary | 


| 8rouped around which are please by | 


= *BUT GOOD 


” [wye schoo! | Transcribers See Sound Effects As 
sou taenorcommeecne — Answer to Petrillos Ban of Music 


the theme. In “Trials” there's the 
sound of a gavel, then voices in an 


echo chamber to denote the court- 
room. No music—but a decidedly 
novel effect that sets both shows 
apart 
- 2 nber ol nall e.t oull 
’ in c at all " ) 
expense involved, and p ( 
i of that econ l t 
\ ) the lucky guy the 
long run Also, a number of lis 
shows have been known to shy aw 
hiring the Petrill b e- 
he AFM chiefta 
forbidding transcribu if pre 
that make use of music for rebroad- 
cast in delayed markets 
Up to the present, its generally 
agreed among producers here, sound 
effects have never been as eifective 
as music, but that may be because 
producers have never gone into the 


use of them as completely as they 

| might It's a foregone conclusion 

| they insist, that practically any kind 
ic, and with very little fl 

Most directors, however, have left 

it up to the music to change the 


'nored up to 


versidad, Mexico's film department instance, is the tramping ol prison- 
In New York City, first hint of | ero feet: than a bell rings in the 

broad interest educating for en- jail as cell doors open—all of which 

tertainment was evidenced by A] cets the stage Thev use music 

|group of Long Island high schools} throughout. of course, but not fo 

| which began training their school 

bands intensively in pop > musi 7 = eee 

Culmination of the modern music 

curriculul took place in a Town CBS COAST SCRIBES 

Hall Concert last week. 0 

Fourteen page prospectus for the WIN 20%, PAY HIKE 





Legion of Merit has been awarded | 


“He organized and developed the | 


forces he proposed the idea of send- | 
operating teams | 


the actual war | 


Fighting AAF,’ broadcast over ABC | 


of our day, says Judson, has been the | degree both to troop and home front 
expansion of symphony orctestras in| morale during the closing phases | 
America. The U. S. now has between 


; phy, Pat O’Brien, Joe E. Brown and 
Judson attributes the rise of or- Robert Mitchum have been set to | 
chestras (a) to symphony perio: m- | @ssay lead roles in series of trans- | 
ances on the air, and (b) to freer | criptions being made by C. P. Mac- | 
money in circulation, He a!so points | Gregor for U. S. Army Recruiting 
out that during the pre-war depres- | Service. First in series was complet- 
| Sion, although other ventures folded. | ed last week, with Clark Gable in | 


scene, create a mood, etc 


Cise, 


If nothing therefore, a Pet- 
rillo ban will introduce something 
new to radio, it’s felt, and it’s there- 
fo. up to the industry to get to 
work exploring the vast field of 


effects that has been practically ig- 
this point 
producers and 
too lazy to let 
thei 


simply be- 
directo Ss 
anything 


4 


cause most 


have been 


but music do work for them. 
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DAVE BECAL 
ORGANIST and PIANIST 
Now 
FREE LANCING 
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More Recognition of 


WGCAU 


LEADERSHIP 
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mn wARD Nr : WZ 
1946 a AZ 7 Radio Award 
SSNS rr = NS oe. ZX Peewee” 
—__¥ }:| PHILADELPHIA . : Es" NSS 
commence l puss seawes N 
WS A Y , WCAU | 
AWARDS AND CITATIONS RECEIVED BY WEAU IN 1946 FOR 
PROGRAMS BUILT AND BROADCAST IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST: 


° 
{ 
f 


PHILADELPHIA’S LEADING 





CITY COLLEGE OF 
NEW YORK 
Award of Merit 
“a” 


































"THE CAREER FORUM” 


Institute for Education by Kadio, Ohio State University: ”. .. An outstanding 





radio series, distinguished for its originality and freshness of 
treatment...” 
Civic conscious WOAU.. 


Variety :“... . an auspicious project helping young 


” 


America to speak up and answer, as well as ask, questions ... 


Chamber of Commerce and Board of Trade of Philadelphia: “...In recognition of an 





outstanding contribution to the future business life of Philadelphia...” 


Billboard: “. . . Local Section of National Radio Editors cites WOAU for its 
outstanding public service program, The Career Ferum . 





"CRUSADE FOR BETTER DRINKING WATER” 


City College of New York: “... Citation for the outstanding public service 





program broadcast by a clear channel station .. .” 
“Award of Merit for the most effective public service program...” 


The facilities that created the programs that merited these awards are available to all WCAU advertisers 


WCAU 


50,000 WATTS ¢ CBS AFFILIATE 

















RADIO INSTITUTION 
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| | 
| eo cart . . | 
‘voluntarily given a general wage gy om a J. C. Rothwell and | 
boost to office workers, effective | W. J. Harpole, | 
_ r ™“ ’ } ° . 
-LING THE KILOCYCLES Si. President Don Davis said] 
CIRCLING rHE - June %, Frese : nis | Washington—Annual search for 
the boost is being made [0 SOME>) ayqi og Washington” for the Atlantic | 
—_—_ —-- — a ———'| what equalize the pay of these | City beauty contest will be handled | A “B 
Cinei ti—P nt trends in ra-, for poster the vol ol ¢ au- workers with those of announcers | as usual by WWDC. Contest an | 
AMCINRAG—T Teseny vie! ars > Sow ‘ally Sunday (9), with 
1 hy Tame D tomotive joneel oO! i \\ re und artists, rece ntly boosted by the under way locall ul h . 
dio will be discussed DY dein’ _— ancy _" si, tha | the station calling on contestants to | 
cC : ne a a nted to ‘ning of a new contract with the al thei ipplic tion D.C semi | 
Sh ce *} . ui tl rosiev Cor} coralin t , S . : : ile heir ap icati Ss. SE os 
eee ee ee = : fant \ American Federation of Radio Ar-|—" | ll be held in August 
broa ne divisio in his talk | the Aut e Manutacture tists | finals will be held in August, 
Pa sae , oi : SLO. a a 
at the annual meeting of the Na- to be p i in a sealed vault and General Manage Joh Schilling 
tional Editorial Assn, at Estes Park, 1 5() rl i — eter ore _ Minneapolis—Ray Tenpenny, stafl 
Co tarting June 13. It’s 1 — : said the pay boosts fo me 19]. nnouncer on WCCO. CBS. for the 
t : I ~ rkers ranged f Do T PIU t ft ee one lt yea leave 
NEA ( » jo e NB tafl 
t \ it 2 = ik 
B O Cif e 
N G H ( K San Antonio— * i ti 
Henry “Duryea, Gon, Wiliam. S Rev. Sam Mor. B ADD SLEEP HAZARDS: 
. ij ; ; , . c , 
: ’ RADIO ALARM CLOCK 
6 5 \ \ ( 
Omaha—\! I B . ( ] 1j » D Something new + the Wav of 
| » y . , 
R inne a FCC. M ilarm clocks that will wake the pub- 
1 ) at + + \ 
> . te ied » ev lic up with its favorite ayem raqalo 
: ] ve KRLD ta show has bes de gned | General 
Cans v, WHB f K ce OV ; : 
Kan as Cit fused to f is | Elect electronics engines New 
Pittsburgh L) I \ : } ee! ad i nee me invention is 1 bedside clock-radio 
Wal R. ( > new a nighttime the 1 t ire Ne . } 
7 : iF 7) ¢ ‘ set that automatically goes off in the 
10 tq 7 KDKA 1 ¢n{ ‘ é ea I 1 t or Sain cian taal 
I nt” ven by Philadelphia—A B out of |” 2 ee att 
) ! rit tte 
. V I FCC to tine tall Oe: tana thé Cc ¥ ¢ (ual 1 i " Vé I hé l Ss 
12 ; ‘ ed fo; the vy r 
( 1 101 U i is 1 
} & 
PP Sc 
; Ri} : ECC Victoria, Texas a ais - ol that 3 A ; 
wwsw ae a WHE owner and operator of KVIC has | radio for the ever Clock, how- 
\ \ I t S ne ) 1 ) \ rH ’ * @ ( ) é . 2 
Ws ! l t } \ ) f to the FC( for ¢ eve P i es t f ( At the 
let t Stat re tion 4 | 
} 1 ¢ stale ois : ected, the clo turns the 
: : : oe ‘ srg r $192 500 tre ) C] al i yrk 
, y During t! : seg (Long circuit ¢ ) i a ¢ ently of each othe 
by | S ide and a half WHB has had one} ajsg a partne “a 
lication } nothe} ilmost B t . i set 1 expected to h t! market 
Jess asa sep tainty become read oe s3roadcastin oO ( O d . 
, " tly before the FCC f dnt I , nonth. Cost 1s to be $ 3 
Detroit George W Trendle o1Us veivE rie rant for a st ! ons : : 
president of WXYZ (ABC) recorded Management of Station WHB has. also planning to» put ise KSA 









JUST TELL WHY YOU LIKE TO LISTEN TO. 


ALLEL 


SPONSORED BY LI8BY, MENWEILL 


Wht 


wonderful prizes! 


1ST PRIZE 
1946 Lincoln 4-Door Sedan 


2ND PRIZE 
1946 Mercury 4-Door Sedan 


3RD PRIZE 
1946 Ford 4-Door Sedan 


NEXT 1050 PRIZES 


10 BENDIX AUTOMATIC WASHING 
MACHINES! 
They wash triple rinse —damp-dry clothes 








automatically 


10 PHILCO PHONOGRAPH-RADIO 
CONSOLES! 


0 PHILCO REFRIGERATORS! 

10 LADY ELGIN WRIST WATCHES! 
10 TOASTMASTERS! 

1000 PAIRS OF ARTCRAFT NYLONS! 


Prizes will be awarded promptly 
after winners are chosen 


LIBBY, MSNEILL & LIBBY 


Chicago 9, Ill. 
CANNERS OF LIBBY’S 100 FAMOUS FOODS 








& L£/88BY 


TUNE IN! 
EASY TO WIN! 


cca ABC STATION 


LOCAL 

NOTHING TO BUY! And right away the car of your dreams 
may be yours if you hurry to enter this easy contest open 
only to women, 18 years of age or older. 

All you do is tune in Libby’s popular ““My True Story” — 
and then tell, in 100 words or less, why you like to listen 
to this dramatic, entertaining radio program. 

Listen to ‘‘My True Story” on your American Broadcasting 
Station today. (You'll enjoy listening even if you don’t enter 
the contest.) When you hear the easy rules, you'll hurry to 
get in on the $12,000 worth of wonderful prizes. Remember 
—nothing to buy! 


~ MONDAY 
THRU FRIDAY 





THESE FAMOUS RADIO PERSONALITIES ARE YOUR JUDGES: 


Don McNeill, of "THE BREAKFAST CLUB” 
Joe Kelly, of the "QUIZ KIDS” program 
Paul Whiteman, of “STAIRWAY TO THE STARS” 


Duplicate prizes will be awarded in case of a tie. All entries be- 
come the property of Libby MENeill & Libby. 











| maries. 
| violation of 


| 


| 
| WCFL Rapped 








Texas Politico Gripes 
Vs. ‘Quality’ Stations 


} 
isn 


lome! Rainey, one otf the 12 cCan- 
didates for governor of Texas, wired 
the FCC Saturday (8) charging 
four Texas stations with trving to 
restrain full discussion of public is- 
sues because they refused to sell 


enough time to permit the candidate 
to air their platforms 
Stations, 


all belonging 


to 
WFFA 


Quality network art Dalla 
WBAP, Ft. Worth; KPRC, Houston; 
and WOAI, San Antonio 

Rainey charged the four stations | 
had | 
naa enterea 


into an agreement to} 
candidate time for only one | 

ll and July | 
Texas pri- 
Rainey charged this was a 
the Sherman anti-trust 


9 een nnen & ; 
Communications Act, 


Chi FM 


| Continued from page 27 


sell each 


oadcast between June 


13, latter the date of the 


act and 


tho 
ere eaeaua wie 














license pledged programming on a 
60-40 basis in favor of sustainers. 
Fact that Paramount has a con- 
trolling interest in the B&K corp. 
was brought to light by Blume dur- 
ing the testimony of John Balaban, 
secretary-treasurer of the corp., one 
of the organizations applying for an 
FM license. B&K now operates the 
local television station WBKB. 
Blume questioned Balaban on re- 
cent anti-trust suits against Par and 
B&K, and wanted to know if the 
studio would exert influence to plug 
its products on the proposed FM sta- 
tion. To all questions Balaban an- 
swered no. Before B&K’s testimony 
| was concluded, Blume asked that ad- 
| ditional information on the anti-trust 
suits be submitted for the record. 
Other organizations testifying dur- 
| ing the week were the Amalgamated 
Broadcasting Co., ABC, WCFL, Lin- 
coln-Belmont Co., and NBC. 





Surprise appearance of S. E. Gour- 
fain, of the Gourfain-Cobb = ad 
agency, at Wednesday’s (5) hearing, 

| to protest the application of station 
| WCFL on the grounds that the sta- 
tion acted contrary to existing broad- 
| casting standards by cancelling the 
|commercial program of the Erie 


| 100 members. 








= 


ces 


Continued from page 27 —_ 








local gets one vote for each 
If IBEW wins, there- 
fore. the 800 Members would get at 
most only eight votes—and UOPWA 
is making most of that point. 


IATSE’s big fight is concentrated 
only in the television field, where 
it has already lost its first step— 
the NLRB having ruled that direc- 
ors should vote on belonging to tl} 
Radio Directors Guild or no wu 
t all 

The fact that the UOPWA Radio 
Guild has made a careful Job analy- 
$1 and has proposed exact wage 
scale with raises averaging 25 
for CBS collarit i a 
used strongly by the CIO union. O 
the other hand, IBEW an ers t 

ve with sarcasm, declaring lt 
leaflets that it will do the best it 
can for its membership but won't 
promise “a brand new Cad la a 
six-room apartment oO Rive ‘ 
Drive, a diamond ring and a yacht.” 

The CIO group clain the Ip- 

{ Mm) ther labor roup 

1 of ivi top CBS peopl not 

i ii { rke ’ cl ficatiq@ 
IREW 1 é 
i CIO 
been endorsed by R 


Write Guild, William L. Shire 


CBS producer Bob Helle acto 
Frederic Marc! ind “one of CBS 
ldest empl ve 1 point I ery 
Anthony Desmarteau, head ot the 
CBS tevevisior if uunting dept 
CIO group has skeddea a rally 
for today (Wednesday) at the N. Y 
| New paper Guild Club, where it 
will have Betty Garrett ef ‘Call Me 
Miste! d Kennet Spencer of 
S vboat ( t to help 
cause 


Wenn Bites (Hot) Dog 
Chicago, June 11 


ne 


Chi o Herald-Americans = film 
critic, Ann Marsters, pulled a switch- 
eroo last week, throwing a co Ktail 
feed-party in the Ambassador hotel 


Polo Room tol all the 
In town, 

Reason: 
celebrity 
} 


pre agents 


She started femceeing a 
intervie how, tecuff guest 
yeing Carl Brisso1 nm WGN Monday 


(10). 











to the wind requires 
a steady hand at the wheel. Like 
the skipper of the yawl, radio 
time salesmen must be experi- 
enced. Weed and Company's staft 
of seventeen “old hands” daily 
covers the nation’s important 
radio centers with the skill and 
effectiveness that come only from 
long experience. 


AND COMPANY 
RADIO STATION REPRESENTATIVES 


New York @ Boston @ Chicago © Atlanta 
Detroit @ San Francisco @ Hollywood 





Clothing Co., sponsor of commen- 
| tator Gerhardt Schacher, broke the | 
| quiet that had prevailed during the | 
| first three days of the hearings. 

WCFL cancelled Schacher’s pro- 
gram for his alleged “pro-Russian” | 
and “anti-American” broadcasts and, | 
according to Gourfain, refused to 
announce the switch of the program 
to another station, 

Maurice Lynch, WCFL. 6 station 
manager, maintained that Schacher 
was “pro-Russian” and “anti-Ameri- 
can” but denied charges that the 
station refused to make announce- 
ment of program cancellation. Mil- 
ler, ordered the agency and the 
station to submit samples of Dr. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








Schacher’s scripts to the FCC, 














Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Friday—CBS—10 p.m, DST 
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Philippine Air Chief 
Buying Coast Material 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Norman Paige, head of recently 
reformed Philippines Broadcasting 
Co., checks into Hollywood some- 
time this week from San Francisco. 
He has been in Bay City buying 





equipment and lining up persohine! 
for revival and expansion into an 
archipelago network. 

In addition to resuming with two | 
jap-destroyed Manila stations, the 
company plans building stations on 
other large! islands of the group 
cuch as Leyte, Luzon, etc 





Guild 


4s Continued from page 
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thors whose works it was adapting, 


and 
according to its directors, it Jearned 
a thls, 


to deviate from original scripts, ana 


toward the end got quite ruthless, 


The Guild found that plays with 
joo many dialects (like “Jacobow- 


sky and the Colonel’) were difficult 
to get over on the all Plays with 
10« any characters CIlKe YCVIOV 

to follow 


Jack”) were too hard 
Voices that sounded differently at a 
play's first reading, began to grow 
similar as tension mounted toward 
performance time, sO that certain 
voices sounded alike on the air. The 
Guild ‘admits it made this mistak« 
several times, as in “Jacobowsky” 
with Louis Calhern and Oscar Karl- 
weis. and in “Boy Meets Girl” with 
Gene Kelly and his opposite. 

The Guild found its purposes 
served better by the use of legit ac- 
tors who knew the roles, than by 
radio actors, discovering that though 
radio actors gave a smoother first 
reading. their work was less rounded 
at the end. It took legit actors 
longer to get into stride, but when 
they learned they were the bette: 
actors. The Guild found, too, that 
dramatic values in legit and radio 
were the same, with some necessary 
changes as adding punchlines instead 
of bits of business for effects 0! 
climaxes 

O'Neill Not Holy 

Curiously enough, it was_ the 
Guild’s most sacrosanct playwright, 
Eugene O'Neill, who awoke it early 
to the need of radical script changes 
to make its plays more radio-wise, 
telling directors Langner and Hel- 
burn that you couldn't do radio suc- 
cessfully without using radio media. 
Then the Guild had its adapters do a 
great deal of rewriting, plus original 
writing, to replace stage direction. 
stage limitation, ete. 

The Guild feels it was wise in 
choosing radic people like producer 
George Kondolf and director Homer 
Fickett for its plays, the former be- 
ing especially valuable because of 
his experiences in both fields, radio 
and legit. 

The Guild found that most of the 
expected tabus were non-existent. 
They put on “daring” plays with 
hundreds of favorable letters to the 
few dissents. Only a few people ob- 
jected to “Strange Interlude,” which 
as a stage play had been banned in 
Boston. In other plays of adult 
theme or provocative situations, like 
“The Silver Cord,” “Second Man” or 
“They Knew What They Wanted.” 
the Guild stuck right to the original 
script and experienced no trouble. 

The sponsor, U. S. Steel, say Lang- 
ner and Helburn, let the Guild do as 
it pleased, never interfering. The 
Guild was never once asked to 
cheapen or “popularize” its plays. 

Required Listening 

The directors feel they contributed 
something to radio, in bringing to it 
# high standard of play selection, 
creating a new legit audience, and 
Stimulating in radio audiences an ap- 
petite for certain types of plays. The 
Guild brought the theatre to 10-15,- 
000,000 people in a new, good form. 
In some instances, certain schools 
made the Guild plays required 
listening. 

The Guild's directors liked the fol- 
lowing productions best: “Strange 
Interlude,” part two; “The Guards- 
man,” “Mary of Scotland.” “They 
Knew What They Wanted,” “Pay- 
ment Deferred,” “On Borrowed 
Time,” “Three Men on a_ Horse,” 
“« rhe Silver Cord” and the final one, 

Call It a Day.” Strangely enough, 
Eugene O'Neill and Sidney Howard, 
of the Guild’s playwrights, came out 
best of all. 

As to television, the Guild's con- 
tract with U. S. Steel had a clause 
that the Guild could do an experi- 
menial show on tele, but Steel had 
the first call on the Guild's services 
if it did go into that medium. 


« chary of changes. Then, | 





WLS Show to Find Out | Shampoo Angles for GF 
What They’re Thinking | — Slot on ABC ‘Breakfast’ 


Down on the Farm Chicago, June 11. 


General Foods’ option on the first 
Chicago, June 11. 15 minutes of ABC's “Breakfast 


WLS will enlist farmer audiences | Club” is up this week, and if GF 
from its Saturday night “National 


Barn Dance” shows for an unusual 
new aud-participation show that 
tees off here June 22. Titled “The | and Swift, bankrotlers of the show's 
Farmer Takes a Stand.” quarter- remaining 45 minutes. Swift has the 
middle 30 minutes, Philco the last 15. 


Kay Daumit (Lustre Creme Sham- 





hour program will be sponsored by | 
Superior Paint & Varnish Co First quarter-hour of the show 

: has never been sponsored the ne 

ane le S} oreda on I n 

Program is designed to give rural ] "ape 
visitors to Chi an opportunity to Kellogg, Philco’s 
voice their opinions on questions of | Swift sh: 
the day conce) 


predecessor, and 
ired sponsorship of the 


ng agriculture, with } last half-hour, there w: an agree- 
sal = ob , ‘ sf 
quizzes cnosen from standees wait- ment that the first } I, not cor 
< I ii | tl« l LOL f 
ing in line to attend St bi l 
line to attend the last barn | < dered as valuable because earlier 


dance show of tl ing : 
10wW O1 the evening in the morning, wouldn't be spon- 


Such persons as the farmer who sored, with S&K paying extra for 
lives the greatest distance -from | the privilege of keeping it clear. 


‘“h I , hose ¢ ’ . ; } 
Chi, the one whose family has oc- Picture has changed through the 


cupied the same farm the longest last few years, however, with Swift 

time, ete., will be picked out. and. finally taking on an extra quarter- 

following interview with emcee | hour and Don McNeill owner of the 

Jack Holden, will be asked to ex- package, making a nitch for com- 

press thoughts on labor problems. plete sponsorship. 

mad 43 af 

; ) senhcearhgesiccee affairs, etc from. the GF jis figurea to drop out of the 
(PINES all git picture incide itally, DCCs € of 
Show which wi feature inex- | product shortage, with network- 

pensive giveway + considered by | agency confabs going on now as to 


station reps a sop to farm characters) whether it’s advisable to make 
who get their ears filled all week pitches for a shampoo in the same 
with giveaway shows Staged in big | segment with meat and radio re- 
cities, which they can’t attend due ceiver set ballyhoo. Hill-Blackett i: 
to farm chores. handling deal for Daumit. 


| doesn't pick it up it'll probably go to 


poo), subject to approval of Philco | 


only in ndividual cities. When | 


Churchill Tabernacle Reverses 


Stand, Offer to Purchase WBKW 


Buffalo, June 11. chill Tabernacle was willing to pay 
Churchill Tabernacle, which in its |in excess of the value of the physi- 
,current battle with Buffalo Broad-!cal property for WKBW. 
|casting Corp. for the ownership of An application by the Tabernacle 
bagel pe nl hol oA Minbaewreer gs”. j is now pending in Supreme Court 
Ste : gaily | here for an order directing BBC to 
I 





it because of BBC's failure to*fulfill |turn WKBW over to it. on the 
the contract under whic i Nas “oun : oe: 
. leckauinn ‘tite | rh me wl * V oo ground that the original purchase 
‘tabenee » UNS wee reverse@ MS icontract had been abrogated by 
field and has now offered to repur- BBC. James I Fly, former FCC 
ange “tae ; in a Ly, rmer 
cha: e the tation from BBC }chairman and now counsel for the 
Following FCC's ruling last De- | Churchill group, filed a_ petition 
1 . * " a ‘ ’ ‘ = si 
cember that possession of both with FCC this week requ 
WKBW and WGR was in violation ’ 


of the commission’s multiple own- 


ting earlv 
hearing on the application of C]) 


l 


chill for a wavelength, preferably 


ership rule, BBC was directed to the one now assigned to WK BW 
dispose of one or the other of the a 

two stations. Recently Frank D. | 

Scott, Washington counsel for BBC,| KQV'S ‘PIE’ IN NEW POST 
filed with FCC an application for | 

six months extention of time for | Pittsburgh, June 11. 
compliance with the order, assert- Harold (Pie) Traynor, director of 
ing that BBC had been unable to | Sports at KQV and one-time Pitts- 
find a purchaser for one of the sta- ;>urgh Pirates’ manager, has been 


tions. Last week, Camden R. Mc- 4ppointed recreation supervisor of 
Attee, Washington attorney, filed a | Allegheny County Parks. Traynor's 
brief opposing BBC's petition for ex- | chief chore will be the establish- 
tention contending that the com- iént of baseball schools for kids 
ny had had ample time to dispose | at North and South Parks this sum- 
of one of its stations, and that an | me! 
exte nsion would mean that BBC New job, which pays $3,780 a 
would be operating both WGR and / year, will not interfere with Tray- 
WKBW for more than three years! nor’s sports broadcasting. He does 


in violation of the commission's rul-|a daily sports column on KQV at 
jing. The brief asserted that Chur-!6:30 every evening. 











Everything Points To 


THAIS 
ONE | 
FACT 


WLW SERVES ITS ¢g 
® 


Tat WLW is seriously awere of its clear-channel responsi- 
bility to serve the farmers of its great midwestern area is 
borne out by many kinds of evidence. 

Variety's 1945 award to WLW “‘for contributing to the 
world’s breadbosket”’ is one valued recognition of showman- 
ogement in the former's interest. 

Citation by the Radio Editors’ Poil of WLW’'s form 
service feature “From The Ground Up” is another strong 
endorsement. 

And the approval of the farmers themselves, expressed 
in actuol listening, clinches it. In the poorest rural radio 
months of 1945, August and September, 1,324,000 rural 
rodio families averaged 400 minutes per week” listening to 
The Nation's Station . . . 29.1% of their total listening to all 
stations heord in the areo! 


Yes —everything points to the 
foct thot WLW GIVES 

THE FARMER WHAT HE 
WANTS TO HEAR! 


*Nielsen Rodio Index. August-September 1945 
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MURDER 
MIDNIGHT 


New Smash-Hit Transcribed Mystery Thriller 








produced by 


LOUIS G. COWAN, we. 


To the stations, clients, and agencies throughout the country 
who have given ‘Murder at Midnight" such a rousing reception 
—-thanks. Thanks not only for the signatures on the contracts, 
but also for proving our point—that top writers, actors and 
directors, brought together to do a show they like doing, can 
make a transcription series that bows to no "live" show on the 
air. Some markets are still available. We suggest you send for 
the audition discs by calling or writing World Broadcasting 
System, 711 Fifth Avenue, New York 22, N. Y., or Louis G. 
Cowan, Inc., 250 West 57th Street, New York 19, New York. 52 
programs available. 
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Thought Provokers’ n 10 to 1006 
S. Lends Eager Ear 


Season As U. 


By FRANK SCULLY 
Hollywood, June 11. 
Lecturing never had a better year 
than this one ending with spring. 
Just plain talk worked into a $1,000,- 
000 business and got so wild toward 





the end that there were three times 


as many bookers as speakers, In 


fact the field became so disorganized 


toward the season’s finale that it 
reflected the world at large more 
faithfully than probably intended. 

Just how such a horse and buggy 
business could pick up in the face of 
radio, pictures and news commenta- 
tors may confound the illiterati, but 
to those who know, the explanation 
is clear. The reason for the platform 
pickup, top lecturers contend, is that 
at least 1% of the population is 
always willing to pay to hear those 
it considers experts, and the public 
has been flocking to anything that 
resembles an attraction if it has live 
periormers. 





Victims of lecturitis will pay no-} 
bodies $10,000 a year and those | 
whose specialized knowledge lend | 
them a certain eminence in their 
field can make $25,000 to $100,000 
Net? No, not net. The net in most} 
cases is about half that. Under some 
managerial contracts the agent gets 
25% and the spieler pays his own 
rail and hotel expenses, while others 
provide at 50% fee with the agent 
footing the bills. 

The agents range from “managers” 
to “block-bookers,’ meaning those 
who book college professors around 
the block for $10. 

‘Thought Provokers’ 

Most of the gabbers have a book 
or two in print and while few shill 
to extremes on these items none 
forgets to make at least a passing 
mention to his bound volumes. Some 
even have the lobbies stocked with 
copies and all agree that the books 
help lecture-dates and_ lecturing 
helps sell the books. Lecturers with 
a hot subject, like Harrison Forman 
with “Report on Red China,” natur- 
ally have an edge over those who 
might be lecturing on the Ming 
Dynasty. 

But best are the ‘“thought-pro- 
vokers,” a term created by Forman 
as a sort of gag. Often he has been 
asked by his wife if he had a sellout. 
“No,” he has been forced to admit, 
“but I provoked a lot of thought.” 
So now ‘she kids him by asking, 
“Did you provoke a lot of thought 
tonight, dear?” It has become a 
standing gag like ‘a moral victory” 
in athletics. 

Tops among the thought-provokers 
and who are usually sellouts as well 
are Dorothy Thompson and Eleanor 
Roosevelt. This year Miss Thompson 
may not have done quite so well as 
formerly, having changed her stance, 
but Mrs. Roosevelt really packs them 
in, She came to Los Angeles and 
it was announced a week before her 
arrival that there would be a change 
in her subject. She would answer 
Winston Churchill. The result of 
that switch in subject was a second 
switch from the 2,600 Philharmonic 
to the 6,500 seat Shrine Auditorium, 
meaning a $10,000 house for the 
Switch. Her fee, however, is under- 
stood to be $1,000 a lecture wherever 
held. 


Mrs. Roosevelt motored in, being 
among those possessed of °42 cars or 
better. Forman was in this class 
too. Indeed, with a good car, espe- 
cially one that can be made over 
into a bed, a speaker can do five 
lectures a week, meaning 100 for the 
season. These circuit-riders found 
their private lives uncomplicated 
by overcrowded trains or jammed 
hotels. Forman traveled with his 
wife and family from New York to 
Los Angeles and did 100 lectures 
between the two coast towns in a 
few months, grossing $25,000 as 
easily as if he had been on a vaca- 
tion from the New York Times— 
which in fact he was. About the 
Only lecturer who travels from west 
to east is Burton L. Holmes, whose 
home is in the Hollywood hills. The 
rest start in New York and work 
west. Toughest bottle-neck is in 
the middle west where a 190 mile 
Jump sometimes involves three rail- 
roads and 14 hours of trains. Having 
his own car spares the lecturer much 
of this sort of thing. 

The Routine 

Most lectures are scheduled for 
around 8 p.m. and run an _ hour. 
Then they usually have an extra hour 
for questions and answers. Lecturers 


| out-of-date as much of the technique 


PHILLY RADIO GANGS 
UP IN FAMINE WAR 


Philadelphia, June 11, 
Every station in Philly has teamed 


‘ . iu in a_ special itch tomorrow 
gauge their success by the size of P 4 4 


Lloyds Fishes KSTP Out of Drink 
As Too Many Sportsmen Catch Prizes 





the question box as much as on the 
gross, 


In college towns and certain other | _ Ail dey ot 1 snecial oro | 
cities they sometimes get a morning sone. ft ere ee ee ee | 





or an afternoon date, the best being | 8Tams will call attention to the sale |sota, Promising $567 in merchandise 


the Friday Morning Club of Los|of the 15-cent coupons at 6,000 food 
Angeles. This goes into session be-| stores, department stores and mid- 
fore noon and then adjourns to its 

own dining room for lunch, after | YG 6 
which comes the question hour tak- | nated as Food Coupon Day bv 
ing up five hours at least of the|Mayor Bernard Samuel. 

lecturer’s time. But it is a_ solid The 
booking and desired by all of them 


city booths. The day has been desig- | 


radio campaign is under the 


| direction of Milton J. Feldman, radio 
As old as the business is and as| . : 
ma aS tne pusiness Ss anda as promotion head of the 


ichapter of the Red Cross. 


southeast 
is, lecturers expect to hold out 
against all comers. The UN was put 
together for “thought problems.” 





Louisville—Reported as the first | 
|} award for distinguished service ever | 
: | given a radio station by the U. S. |} 
Kansas City—The name of E. P. J.| Dept. of Labor for work in helping | 
Shurick, publicity director of|veterans solve their problems, 
KMBC, was included in the lists of |} wGrc Monday (10) was recipient 
graduates from the University of|of the honor presented by J. K.| 
Kansas City last week. Shurick| Johnson of the U. S. Employment 
gathered himself a sheepskin with Service, Cleveland. Vehicle is the 
a bachelor of arts in economics,!| WGRC show “Veteran’s Guidepost” 
winding up three years of night} which had its 104th 





performance 


: , , } P . : : hie 
school work which he carried on | Monday night. Award was accepted | the second 30 fish. After that, what? | rently being waxed 
along with his full time work at|by Charles Lee Harris, exec of the | 


the radio station. | station. 


(Wednesday) for the sale of food | 
coupons, a local stunt to raise money | : ; . : +t j 
P ° Yihand this week in a promotional | being a bass, not yet in season, he 


to buy food for the starving over- | stunt of KSTP. Station had released | tossed it back. 


weeks old, however, 33 winners had 


|ed, it had sought protection from 


Minneapolis, June 11. ; of the grand prize numbers. He was 
Lloyds of London were taking a |@ Sportsman, however, and the fish 





1,000 tagged fish in lakes of Minne- 


agg Pig gent A pga Kermit-Raymond Waxes 
Second Variety Series 


tional $1,000 in cash and a new Car | 
for grand prize fish, the first of 10 | 
“Hollywood Open House,” half- 
hour variety transcription show in- 


bearing certain numbers. 

With fishing season but a few 
augurated about nine months ago by 
been caught, claiming prizes worth 
in excess of $18,000, and some do- 
nating manufacturers were getting : ° , 
: . ge Beene | gone into production with a second 
fidgety. Meanwhile the stunt was 


Kermit-Raymond Productions, when 


26 shows were produced, has now 


: ; .| series. New set still has Jim Ameche 
| getting KSTP’s name on the lips of 


as emcee, with same format of gvest 
vocalist, comic and Hollywood star 
| weekly, but with Ray Block’s orches- 
tra replacing Enric Madriguera’s. 
Series had 90% claimed renewals, 
with 184 stations presently running 
the transcriptions. Guesters on new 
with no actuarial tables for this sort platters include Jack Peerl Fred 
of thing, nevertheless agreed, after | Bartholomew, Martha Scott, Phil Re- 
first 30 sets of prizes were claimed, | gan, Morey Amsterdam, Henny 
to underwrite manufacturer’s costs. | youngman, Monica Lewis, etc Ray 
applies only to |Green is producer. 


many, there being many anglers in 
these parts. 

KSTP revealed to donors this 
week that, when the stunt originat- 


Lloyds of London which, equipped 


The deal, however, Series is cur- 
Wednesdays at 
| Meanwhile it was reported one | CBS Playhouse No, 4, N. Y., before a 
| angler had taken a fish bearing one | live audience. 





























For WFBR—1300 on the Dial—is radio to 
Baltimore. WFBR is the only living, breathing 
radio station that attracts big studio audiences 
and crowds of visitors—a RADIO CITY in 
smaller replica. 


WFBR goes far deeper than a spot on a dial 
by reaching the real Baltimore. And WFBR 


MEMBER——-AMERICAN BROADCASTING CO. * NATIONAL REP 

















reaches Baltimore by being part of it in 
assuming radio’s community responsibility — 
in juvenile programs—in civic and church 
work —in everything that helps Baltimore. 


And to advertisers, WFBR delivers the 
real Baltimore listener—the one who listens 
and buys. 


RESENTATIVE——JOHN BLAIR & CO. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


gauged by amazing response 


Listenet interest to kid programs can be Sage : na 
to contest held by Mutual's “Land Of The Lost Saturday a.m, oe ; 
program regarding food saving ideas. Contest, tie din with emergent foo 
saving campaign, began 10 weeks ago, ana enaea last week. It elicited 
135.057 letters wit belated entri cK 1 Response Jum ed 
from 1,543 returt l th first week to 85.092 in final stanza 

Pi ram. produced by Isabel Mar He 11 \ h now iS OVel 
9.000 “I 1 Of The Lost” throug t fy d four pub 
; 7 re — es are: (1) “a barrel of mo 
| ’ Zé e prize c¢ ; l pa 

»g 
f { 
\ 

' } ] } 

Hor A W " ind D ( B Bi s; sports ) 
la Bill Stet ind 5 Kl } Nat il I ? ‘ 
Red Barbe Bill Slat Bob Ff P ( 4, Buddy Le 

Jo Beasle and oth s, will ) g sel 

Tecl yy spring fever, WOR N.Y vy co R ’ Pack 
and ( iri¢ Oppen in cooked up a ru ‘ ) way 
(| ’ by inaugurating tl f t post ‘ " ) 1 
fi i 42nd ' to B 

Cruise was tied up with Brooklyns 300 i. with off " ‘ 
press on board, and Manhattan’s borough pre Hugo Rogers, presenting a 
replica of Brooklyn's first flag to latter's borough prexy, John Cashmore 
Hour cruise on S. S. Thomas E. Moran, WOR'’s flagship, was strictly big- 
league cruise stuff. guests being offered sports (shuffleboard, deck tennis 
etc.) ip news, fashion show, concert, gymna food and ship’s ba 
Proceedings were broadcast by shortwave from shipboard 

Passenger list of 60 included Jack Dempsey, as athletic director: Ba 
Gray, Harry Hershfield, Beatrice Kay, Dioso Costello, John Wildberg and 


Dorothy Kilgallen. Each passenger was issued a passport, with such impos- 
ing stamps as “Immigation Officer, Flatbush’; “Debarquement, Commis- 
sariat Special, Brooklyn”; “Special Transit Visa, Canarsie” and “Not Valid 
In Ebbets Field.” Printed passenger list also included two names who 
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REPRESENTED BY 


JOHN BLain & Company 


| kept discreetly out of sight all during the cruise—Evan Llewelyn Evans | 


and Victor Norman. 


The Literary Rash: CBS’ “Radio 
edited by a flock of the net's present 
has copped an award from the Trade 
tute of Graphic Arts. 
Kesten 


The 85-page booklet, illustrated, was edited by Paul 
Paul Hollister, Robert Strunsky, Douglas Coulter, William Lodge, 


| 





Musicians Nix Pix 


; : .’ glossary of radio terms 
Alphabet,” glossary} ( ‘seins tun Geis 


and recently resigned braintrusters, 


Book Clinic of the American Insti- must yank out of the libraries pree 


vitaphone films. 





William C. Gittinger, William Ackerman, John Churchill, Earle McGill, Move, laid before the pix moguls 
Elmo Wilson, Gilbert Seldes, Howard Chinn, Davidson Taylor and Lyman three weeks ago but held back for 
Bryson. | public announcement until forth. 
That Saturday Review of Literature radio dept. under Albert N. coming publication in the AFM 
Williams has made its appearance at las! Williams started off easily, iced te the Waledh 4 Ret son 
inning to give his customers an “orientation course” in radio before he | ournal, Is the Jatest in a series of 
out hard ht th la developments aimed at bi inging 
Y. Herald Trib’s 1 J Cro ipidly becoming known adio, the fil industry, recording 
ost vert! i H I's nave it con t e nto ne min 
W. Rods 1) 1 Home Food Product whose iD s : e iti or tele 
SI Ol a lot of ra ) i le a thriller “Wake for a Lady.” sic} 
teed King is pl i ok on | CBS audience participationer, As pointed out by Petrillo to the 
d Tak and Rod ippea g on the show next Satur- | qelegat, 1 his annua Nort th 
Home Foo ) 1 Tal ‘ yt ind ! iopment ) 
e VISIO! presents l i > il 
’ Vieet I oO Mutual network (WOR !;4, on ent of isicial . lid 
) ) tht CWe so strongly angled for by WOR, the < uige fron silent to sound 
VI il’s N. Y. outlet. o i it prog liffered, in books discussed | ¢jjms As television prog es from 
panel of experts, from tl ogran arried in N. Y. locally by WQXR] one stage to another. is apparent 
Thursdays. the films will play a great part in 
Idea had to be nixed, however, because WQXR has exclusive rights to | its future, and that it is possible to 
l id format of show for one year in N. Y., and Mutual took on show produce he maiority of television 
x web, despite the several changes, subject to WQXR’s rights. yrograms n “canned” form, thus 
It's believed, however, that WOR will cop program next year for the} eliminating all radio employment. 
vcal Mutual outlet The sponsor, Book of the Month Club, is already | Yo all know through bitter ex- 
presented on WOR with “Let's Go To The Opera” and is believed to} perience, that when the vitaphone 
ve no objection to a subsequent switch from WQXR on “Authors.” ind movietone were installed in the 
Vi al’s network series tot ype vith Bill Mauldin on program theatres, we lost the employment of 
ssing his book “Up Front 18.000 musicians overnight. 
- “The AFM is determined to avoid 
Coincidence caused by a plane crash in Hollywood last week was also /a repetition of that tragic experi- 
ause for first alarm reception at switchboard of Dorothy Trackrey sta-;} ence and until we find out exactly 
ti KLAC, when severed power lines blew out station and other severed'| where we stand, we are not going 
lines reversed current into receivers tuned to KLAC. Situation caused | to render services in the making of 
listeners to call station with blast that it had ruined sets because of “too | television.” 
many volts.” Management had tough time convincing listeners that they - 


received only microvolts from any sta 
from elsewhere. Straight of it was t 


power intake were cut in crash and 
power lines reacted similarly, feedir 
sets built for 110. 


Recent manoeuver of a musical personality in Hollywood is causing deep 


blushes among former employers. T 


° ° - . | 
in rescuing him from an Eastern situation, building him up in the job they 


afforded 
while. 


only to lose him to what mi 
Having obtained comfortable 
all the expensive ballyhoo that went 


was ripe for his exit into his own business he vamoosed, 


Former FCC Chairman James Lawrence Fly, who's been in law practice 


with offices in N. Y. since he quit 


partnership with two of the legalities who've been with his organization | 


anyway. New firm is now 


Fly, Fitts 


is former general counsel for the Tennessee Valley Authority. 
bruk is former asst. general counsel for the FCC. 


House of Murphy, w.k. Hollywood 


Chattanooga 
of local comment 


WAGC .getting lots 
about its Saturday 


tion and that operating current came 
hat telephone lines carrying KLAC’s 


fed back excess power. Consumer | feature, “Orchid for Safety.” Show 
ig back approximate 550 volts into | features presentation on air of kudos 
ito either a pedestrian or motorist 
= chosen for recognition by the police 

i traffic bureau 











“*hey were taken for a financial ride 


ist have been his intended job all the 


shift in jobs, the subject curtsied to 
with his now chores, When the time | 


the commission, has now formed a | 


and Shuebruk. William C. Fitts, Jr., 


Peter Shue- | 


eatery, is nothing if not frank in its 














commercials over KHJ. Sample patter: “To the few thousand who have 
| saved enough money to eat at H. of M. and don’t know the directions, it’s 
at Fourth and La Cienega, just across from Eaton's Restaurant.” 
Topper is: “Be sure you've seen everything you want to see at H. of M. 

before you expose yourself to the shock of looking at the check.” 

1 a a —_ 

| Atom Bomb Coverage 

| Continued from page 1 ———_———___] 











and still photogs. No women have 
been accredited. 

All reporters were slated to leave 
San Francisco for the target area to- 
morrow (Wednesday) aboard ithe 
Appalachian. Present plans call for 
the tests to be finished by Aug. 1, 
but if there is a hitch in the weather, 
the correspondents may be delayed 
until Sept, 1. 

A live mike will be placed on the 
target battleship Pennsylvania 
which will be close to the bullseye 
ship of the test flotilla. Shortwave 
transmitters will relay the sound al- 
most instantaneously to listeners in 
'the U. S. However, there is a pos- 
sibility that the mike might be disin- 
tegrated before it can pick up the 


explosion. Hence, another mike will 

|be placed on the destroyer Rhind, 
on the rim of the 77-ship target 
array. 


Additional pickups will be made 
on Vice-Adm. W. H. P. Blandy’s flag- 
ship, the USS Mt. McKinley, and on 
the press ship, the USS Appalachian. 
| Because of the speed with which 

sound travels, the explosion noise 
; will not reach these mikes until 
| several seconds after the bomb has 
burst. 


Because of the situation on the 
battleship Pennsylvania, an electric 
metronome will be placed in*front 
xf the mike there. First indication 
to the listener that a bomb has burst 
may be the halt in the metronome’s 
ticking, the Navy pointed out. 

| To Serve All 

All major networks, 
other outlets will have 
coverage of the Bikini test 

“The broadcast of the ‘drop’ itself, 
and of the periods immediately pre- 

ceding and following,” explained a 
Navy announcement, “is to be made 
yn the basis of a ‘pool’ to all ns 
works, with one selected correspon- 
jent at each origination point to 
handle the voicing to all stations. 
“Other broadcasts available to all 

| networks include the first of 
the results of the bombing: first 

| post-bombing broadcast by the com- 


as 


‘ 


| 


report 
the 














; mander of the Crossroads operation, 
Vice Adm. Blandy, and his immed- 
iate deputies; first post-bombing | 
broadcast by the pilot or other crew 


members of the bomb-carrying | 
plane; all broadcasts from the USS 
Panamint: and other news broad- 
casts where time limitations neces- 


sitate pool handling.” 


The USS Appalachian. will have 
most of the transmitting equip- 
ment, including mikes located at 


various points. Broadcasts from the ! 
other ships will be sent to the Appa- 
lachian and relayed from there to 
the U. S. 

Reporters aboard the Appalachian, 
which is expected to cruise about 20 
miles from the target area, will be 
furnished on-the-spot television cov- | 
erage. Video transmitters, operated 
by remote control, will be placed on 
the opposite side of Bikini from the 





lagoon on which the bomb is to be 
dropped. Edd Lemons is probably the 
Receivers will be set up on board “most widely known farm person- 
0 bight — sale gi- ality in Okiahoma today. More 
s believe a 1¢@ video trans- P , 
mitters will be able to withstand than a third of his 594 broad- 
the terrific blast of the bombs if the casts have originated from 


transmitters are placed under cover 


7 farms, fairs, school rooms and 
and about five miles from the target 


farm meetings. 





s 
| Cousins 
Continued from page 29 =I 


alate 





Was 


national 


ing a way to project Cousins into 
radio prominence—and the 
ABC chore, pinch-hitting for Swing, | 


expected to provide Cousins with 










the jumping-off place for bigtime 
radio work next season. , 

Albert N. Williams’ new radio col- WM = 
umn in the mag is, in a way, part of | — I - 
the same project, it’s said. 


Idea is to 
build the magazine in every field of 
radio, including criticism and pro-} 
duction. Of course, if some advertis- 


BUILOS SHOWS 
WITH 


THE SENSE OF SEL 


| 


ing coin results from that kind of 

tie-in, mag’s sponsors are not ex- REPRESENTED By 
pected to toss money cflers into the THE KATZ AGENCY 
, discard, ee 
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that has set all Texas talking . . . upped 
San Antonio's audience ratings . . . drawn 
DAYTIME 9,310 pieces of mail from 189 Texas counties 
in 4 days... and turned the attention of 
national time buyers to “An Old Friend 
With Added Influence.” That's what KABC 


a now means in Texas! 
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Television Reviews 


Continued from page 31 








the entertainment aspects of the 
show. 

Agency production, banging away 
at beauty and tone of its product, 
was too naive to hold up, despite 
the fact that the musical tubes are an 
ideal product to sell via video, be- 
cause of its combination sight and 
sound values. 

Entertainment portions of show 
were toc despite the fact that 
Jean Tighe is a competent singet 
and vocal _ ba 6 by 
Moods, a mixed quartet, 

Show works with two 
ing the chime counter of a store and 
a home scene. Major portion is nat- 
urally spent in the shop, where the 
chimed 


musical cues are as obvious 
as those of 


the early Victor Herbert 
gperettas. 

The commercials appeared too 
frequently during the proceedings to 
need a spot of its own. 

Chief fault of this session lies in 
the fact that agency's director, Art 
Rivera, concentrated on plugs more 
than on the entertainment values. 
However, the more experienced ABC 
hands, particularly producer Harvey 
Marlowe, should have known better 
than to allow this basic fault to be 

‘ lToce 


} 
Silm 


king by the Gay 
ample 


’ 
sets aepict- 


> 


Call ed Out, v0se, 
“ALL AROUND THE TOWN” 
With Gil Fates, emcee 
Director: Bob Bendick 
30 Mins.; Sat. (8), 3 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WCBW—CBS, N. Y. 

Tony Miner, director of CBS tele- 


vision, once said that if tele broad- 
casters were forced on a 28-hour 

, . , | 
weekly schedule, it would be a| 


simple matter to poke a camera out} 
the studio window and just record 
what goes on in the street below. | 
He was against such an idea, how- 
ever, because it wouldn't be good | 
television. 

For its first daytime show since the | 
war’s end, CBS did just about that, | 
setting up two remote cameras on | 
the corner of Vanderbilt avenue and | 
42d street, just below the CBS studio, | 
for a “man in the street” program. 
But, for Miner’s sake, this was good 
television. 

Since CBS was not out to get a 
taste of public opinion on the day’s 


























] | tually presented via audio alone. 


| Producers also erred by failing to 
| outline their method of scoring. One 


participant protested mildly that she 
' thought she’d done better than her 





controversial subjects, emcee Gil 
Eates limited his interviews to ques- 
tions about landmarks in the Persh- 


|ing Sq. area, history of the location, 


etc. Participants, selected mostly at 
randem from among the gaping on- 


score indicated, and the audience, 
'for the most part, agreed. Total 
points seemed to be added arbitrari- 
ly, which doesn’t make for good re- 
lations wtih the participants. 

Uttal, as emcee, was affable enough 





and kept the show moving fairly 
lookers, were then awarded some | tact. Camera work, under the able 
kind of a token for having taken direction of Cledge Roberts, was 
part. | good, although, with the inanimate 


Announcer stressed the fact that 
the show was unrehearsed but the 
fact that one of the stars from the 
“County Fair” CBS radio show just 
happened to be passing that corner 
it the time and was selected by Fates 
for questioning must have 
everal viewers to speculate on the 
show's complete spontaneity. Fates’ 


knowledge of the background of sev- 
eral of the other participants also 
didn’t sound too much like part of 
an unrehearsed show. 


All in all, however, the program 


caused | 


| quality of the show, all this involved 
was cutting from one camera to an- 
other to maintain a semblance of 
change. Jim McNaughton’s set was 
good for the purpose. Stal. 


Tele Followup 











With a string of some of the best 
television shows on the air to his 


was a good teeoff' for the array of| credit, CBS director Paul Belanger 
such shows that will almost cer-| came a cropper Sunday (9) night 
tainly follow on other tele stations | with his “Fantasy in Space” ballet. 
throughout the country. What's most| Show was to have been his most 
important, probably, is the fact that| ambitious effort to date, with film 
such programs hypo the interest in| and live talent integrated and an 
| television for the man in the street,| array of his dissolves and super- 





which is good for the industry as a| impositions. 

whole. | Despite the fine choreography of 
BR 2 ke ° + 7 rip a ‘ . ] hea wea ‘Y | 
DOV Bendick’s Caleta airection | Valerie Bett! ana the excellent 

vas fair under the circumstances.| dancing of Miss Bettis and the rest] 


blink several 


show, but 


Picture went on the 
times during the 
probably 
ment. 


Stal. 


| “CONSUMER’S QUIZ” 


With Fred Uttal, Joan Barton, others 
Director: Cledge Roberts 
Set: James McNaughton 
30 Mins.; Thursday (30), 9 p.m, 
Sustaining 
WCBW-CBS, N. Y. 

Here’s another example of an au- 
dience participation show lifted di- 
rectly from radio without being suit- 


| ably adapted for television. View- 
ers tuning in to the preem of ‘“Con- | 


that’s | 
due to the average equip- | 


of the cast, the show didn’t come off 
Special camera effects distracted 
rather than added interest, and the 
integrated film didn’t make any sense 


| 

lat all. Selected music was also n.s.g., 
lwith the cowboy number becoming 
| monotonous and the second num- 
ber, using a full symphony orches- | 


tra, putting viewers’ attention on 
the music rather than the dance. 
Show was to have been a 
simulation of the old “pea in the 
shell” game, with two sets of pedes- 
tals set up for the dancers to stand 
on. Miss Betts would go for one 
dancer, only to have Belanger’ fade 
into the other set of pedestals, 


sumer’s Quizz” on Thursday (30)| which were bare. However, set de- 
night might have closed their eyes | cjgner Jim McNaughton built the pe- 
and got just as much benefit from] gectals. with three sets of vertical 
the show. Such programs, and this spokes. When Belanger imposed 


one in particular, hold promise for 
video, but they'll have to take tele- 
vision’s visual aspects into account 
before they can be successful. 


Format followed the same as that | 
Five | 


embodied 
women 


in the radio show. 


from the audience were 


asked questions on how best to shop 


one set over the other, the two sets 
of spokes were always visible, 
which defeated the purpose. 
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scripts sent out separately and music 
recorded, so that bankrollers can 
spot their commercials wherever 
they wish. Some of the gags aren't 
too bright, but there’s a homey 
atmosphere about the whole thing 
that should make the shows par- 
ticularly effective in rural markets. 

Theme is “The More I See You,” 
played by the quartet, which the 
announcer follows up with some 
“hello - there - gee - it’s - good -to-be- 
with-you-again” palaver Engle is 
“Uncle Dan,” Miss Roessler is merely 
“Elmira,” and the homespun sweep- 
stakes is on. 

On disk auditioned, the quartet 
played “Tico Tico,” Miss Roessler 
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mama, CONtinued from page 28 





ang “I Want a Little Doggie,” Engle | 
sang “Melancholy Baby,” and the! 
foursome closed with “Cuddle Up a 
Little 
It’s commercial—and 
just for the rubes, in 


Closer.” 


maybe not 
view of the 


| 
- | 








r- 

é ‘ 
| RWG “Bondage 
= Continued from page 25 


that’s the 











one to which Moore is 


committed, 
Moore is 


expected to come to 


N. Y. to push his plan at the next | 
meeting between the negotiating 


committees of the Guild and adver- 
tisers. From word among writers in 
New York during the last week, | 
the Moore plan will have wide back- 
ing of rank and file membership, re- 
gardless of how Lyon and Mrs. 
Bryant advise on the situation. 
Only definite information that has 





come from the meeting of the na- 
tional executive committee on the | 
Coast concerns a plan to put the 


Guild On a _ pay-as-you-go 
which involves upping of dues to | 
three lowest learning categories of | 
members. Members now paying $12 
a year (those whose 
earnings are $2,000 annually) will 
pay $18 instead. Move, however, 
must have approval not of only of 
Writers’ Guild membership but also 
of members of Authors’ League (of 
which writers are a section) because 
it involves League constitutional j 


basis, 


maximum 


| Street.” 




















fact that the Times Square-Randolph 
Street-Hollywood & Vine dopesters 
have been known to err in their 
type of tunes pay off best in certain 
prognostications as to just what 
areas. Mike. 





“STAR SHOWS” 

(“Swing Street’) 

With Duke Ellington, Hal McIntyre, 
Boyd Raeburn, Bob Crosby, Jack 
Teagarden, Teddy Wilson, King 
Cole Trio, Carol Gilbert and the 
Swing Shifters, Kay Starr, Phil 
Moore, Art Tatum, Matty Mal- 
neck, Eddie South, Georgia Barnes, 
Ruth Berman 

Writer: Adeline Hanson 

Producer-Director: Jack Richardson 

15 Mins. 


| Co-Op 


25 Stations 
(Standard Radio) 


Carrying their “Star Shows” idea 
a step farther than the “Music by 
Martin” series, in which all the 


music is by one band, Standard 
Radio herein picks some of the best 
hot stuff out of their library and 
mops up. Talent used should demon- 
strate why 

As on the Martin show, Adeline 
Hanson's scripts are knowledgeable 
and slanted towards hepsters. Sam- 
ple: “By combining harmonic effects 
with a powerful Kansas City 


beat, 


Boyd Raeburn has evolved an en- 
tirely different style for himself.” 
She also credits songsmiths, digs 


into the background and sources of 
various styles, and, what’s probably 


most important, doesn’t get smart- 
alecky. Jive talk can get mighty 
wearing, as can chatter about “drop- 


ping in at the next house on Swing 
Miss Hanson has wisely 
avoided all that, and the result is a 
package of 156 quarter-hour shows 
that bounces along unhampered by 
dull scripts. 

Two shows heard featured power- 
ful arrangements of “Apple Shiner,” 
“Stormy Weather” and “Sheik of 
Araby” by Hal McIntyre, and Boyd 
Raeburn’'s groovy outfit doing “High 
Tide,” “Forgetful,” “Are You Livin’ 
Old Man?” and “Tonsillectomy.” 
Theme on all platters is “Bugle 
Breaks,” by the Swing Shifters. 
Mike. 
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t 











for certain articles in a store. After Continued frem page 28 

hearing their answers, emcee Fred | ; } 
Uttal then turned the question over] guction, writing and direction by | 
to “expert” Joan Barton for the cor-| Wary Agnes Schroeder were also | 


rect answers. Participants 


amendment. 


weTe | slick, 


especially in the dramat part, 


scored on how much of the correct} with the commercial half boasting a 


answers they gave, with the winner | light touch—although it’s too 


getting the usual cash bonus. 


Only time at all that the producers 
took advantage of their medium was 
When a 
woman was asked, for instance, how 
she would test a felt purse in a de- 
partment store to see whether its 
Miss Barton demon- 
strated visually the correct proce- 
Articles under discussion were 
such, however, that the demonstra- 
tions could have been just as effec- 


during Miss Barton’s spiel. 


color was fast. 


dure, 


bad 
| plugs aren’t limited to fore, center 
and aft, rather than weakening the 
structure of the whole layout by 
basing the whole dialogue on what 
Carson’s has to sell. A freer hand 
for Miss Schroeder is very much in 
order. Mike, 





“RADIO FOOTBALL” 

With Jim Wells, Announcer 
Writer-Producer: Alfred Jeffrey 
30 Mins., Sat., 12:30 p.m. 













your 


HOW TO SOLVE 





CINEMART offers you— 


© One of the largest studios in New York 
© Absolute fidelity studio and off-the-air recordings 
© Complete disc and film recording facilities 


© Vinylite Pressings--deliveries 7-10 days, rush 
orders in 4 


© Highly experienced technical staff 
© Electrical transcriptions of NAB and Orthacoustic 


Standards 


© 16mm. motion pictures for television 


Phone us for estimates and OPEN TIME ° PLaza 3-9172 


CINEMART 


RECORDING - MOTION PICTURES - PUBLIC ADDRESS 
101 Park Avenue - 


New York 17, WY. 


Ontario Club Crackers 
WBEN-NBC, Buffalo 


This new quiz series is currently 
enjoying a highly successful vogue, 
chiefly among the local bobby soxers 
and teen-age groups. Twelve western 
New York high schools have been 
participating weekly, with the con- 
test narrowing down to final cham- 
pionship playoffs this week. With 
an estimated 60,000 youngsters di- 
rectly interested, potential listening 
audience is worthy of serious con- 
sideration, 

Program is a fast-moving quiz be- 
tween selected high school teams, 
with the scoring patterned on foot- 
ball, and employing yardage, gains, 
punts, passes and touchdowns, » The 
young run-Of-the-mill quiz con- 
testants demonstrate an amazing 
fund of versatility and general 
knowledge. Announcer Jim Wells 
gives the show a real fillip with 
plenty of football verbiage, and the 
general overall effect of an actual 
grid contest. The result packs plenty 
of thrills, 

In its present format. most of the 
continuity falls on Wells’ shoulders, 
leaving a sense of too little partici- 
pation by the contestants except for 
the actual answering of the ques- 
tions. Increased wordage for the par- 
ticipants, with perhaps the captains 
calling the plays via the quiz ques- 
tions and maybe the selection by the 
captains of the opposing receivers of 
the verbal ball might build up a 
sense of more enhanced direct com- 
petition, 

If interest of local high school cir- 
cles is any indication, program looks 
to have potent youth audience ap- 
peal. Producer reported to be con- 
sidering proposals to tie program 
in with college participation during 
fall football season, which, particu- 
larly if under the sponsorship of a 
product with more direct appeal, 
should assure wide popularity for 
the program. Burt. 





Rochester, N. ¥.—WSAY has open- 
ed its own Washington news bureau, 
in charge of Steve Feeley. Station 
is giving bureau léts ef promotion 
on air and through ads in local 
sheets. 





Another new rule adopted by the 
eastern and western councils of the 
Guild—with Chicago not yet voting 

calls for payment to writers en- 
tering contests. Under the new rule, 
such writers will “license” only one 
broadcast, must receive the prize 
money not later than 10 days after 
broadcast, get full name credit on 
air, and must be allowed to use the 
fact of their prize-winning for their 
personal promotion. Further, scripts 
turned down by the prize judges 
must be turned back to the authors 
and not automatically folded into a 





stipulation that “script not winning? 
award may be purchased at lower; 
figure.” t 
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- AFM CAN'T GET RID OF $1,000,000 





Capitol Shows $107,761 Net for 1946 


First Quarter in Bullish Report 


musie biz people, 
recently by the 


and 


Band 


were amazed rela- 


who ¢ 


tively low earnings-statement for all |} 


of 1945 by Cepitol Records, took a | 
different stance last week after a 
glimpse at the companys income 
figures for the first quarter of °46. 


Whereas Capitol showed only a $95,- 
145 profit for all of last year, out of | 
2 gross income of $5,119,528, the 
initial quarter of this year has pro- 
duced a total gross of $2,094,064 and 


a net of $107,761 after federal and 
siate tax provisions and other 
charges. 


Such a statement by Capitol puts 
the company 
ee nd and music people had held it 

iginally and justifies somewhat the 
eagerness with which they went af- 
ter Capitol stock when it was put 
on the market recently. Jump in 
figures. which in one quarter sur- 
passed the statement for all of 1945, 
somewhat to lowered tax 
but principally, _ it’s 
claimed, to increased business. 

However, the first quarter state- 
ment, when compared with those by 
RCA-Victor, Columbia and Decca, 


was due 


assessments, 


in the light that most | 


still does not put Capitol in the class | 


of the three majors just yet. Total 
revenue and net income for 1946 
by each of the three top labels prob- 
ably will be nearer double that of 
Capitol for the entire year, if pre- 
sent pace is maintained. But, never- 
theless, it shows Capitol as a major 


operator and a close fourth to the 
three leading firms. 

Another angle on Capitol’s report 
is that it does not include the earn- 
ings of Scranton Record and Scran- 
ton Distributing, both now owned 
by Capitol. They are listed separ- 
ately. For the same first quarter, 
Scranton Record listed a gross rev- 
enue of $1,046,041 and a net of $97,- 
135 after all charges and tax pro- 
visions. Scranton 
the same period shows a_ $63,310 
gross income and a $13,253 net after 
estimated taxes, etc. 


185 Disks to Plug 
‘Night and Day 


Hollywood, June 11. 

Most number of record releases 
on a picture score will be gunned 
for Cole Porter biog film, “Night 
and Day,” concurrently with release 
of film July 5. On that date pic 
will preem at Hollywood theatre, 
N. Y. 

A total of 185 different recordings 
of old and new songs from musicals, 


rendered by all manner of singers | 


Liability 7 


film is released, Special stress is be- | 


and orchestras, will be revived when 





Reunion 
St. Petersburg, Fla... June 11. 
Fred H. Field, Berkeley, Cal., 


delegate to the AFM convention 
here, happened to be looking at 
St. Petersburg’s memorial roll 
of World War II dead when he 
spotted the name George A. 
Field. 

Investigation proved it to be 
the name of his’ long-lost 
brother, whom he had not seen 
_ 20 years. 


a 


——— 





Morris Frees 


McKinley Orch 
To Alexander 


Ray McKinley's orchestra drew a 
release last week from a three-year 


+ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 000 


| 
| 
} 


| tion, 


| 


\ 


| proposals for channelling the 


DISK GOIN SNAGS 
ON DISPERSAL 


St. Petersburg, 
The American 
sicians last week, 
found 


Fla., June 11. 

Federation of Mu- 
at its convention, 
itself saddled with a $1,000.- 
royalty fund from record and 
| transcription fees—with no solution 
on how to dispose of it It was 
probably the most ticklish problem 
to come before the AFM conven- 
and for nearly 24 hours the 
delegates from 475 unions volun- 
teered approximately 475 different 
coin 


| where it could possibly do the most 


| 
| 
| 


| boss, 


| contract with the Wiliam Morris 
agency, finally severing all ties be- 
tween the latter and Willard Alex- 
ander, McKinley’s manager and 
former Morris band dept. head. Mc- 
Kinley joins the Vaughn Monroe 
and Count Basie orchestras, which 
|} Alexander’ previously had with- 
drawn from Morris, in the mana- 
ger’s stable of free-lance’ bands. 
He's booking them himself, with | 


| Morris 
| terms 


Distributing for | 


assists from various major agencies. | 


Ironically enough, the 
gave McKinley up was 
they were called upon 
meet in a contract which Alexander 
himself engineered just before he 
left the agency. At the time he left, 
he wanted to take McKinley with 


him. Morris executives balked at 


| this and it caused a bitter argument. 


| ris 





ing put on title tune and total of 15 | 


different platterings of it will be 
among the lot. The 185 different 
disks will comprise reissues, plus 


recently recorded items, emanating | 
from more than a score of waxeries. | 
| cians got nowhere in an attempt to 
| force leaders of traveling bands who 





SHAW GOES BACK TO 
BRASSLESS ORCHESTRA 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Artie Shaw apparently has re- 
turned to his first love—a band 
without brass. His new outfit with 


which he is concentrating solely on | 


Musicraft recordings, is composed of 
39 instruments, with nary a trumpet 
or trombone among the woodwinds, 
reeds, strings and rhythm. 

Before the war, when Shaw first 


debuted as a bandleader after years | 


of studio and sideman work, his 


/ automobile or 


plans were built around a brassless | 


combo. He failed with it, and later 
went into the style that gave him his 
reputation—the jump outfit that 
created “Begin the Beguine.” Still 


later, he modified the latter into a | 


combination of strings, brass and 
rhythm, which started a similar 
ene by rival maestros. Now Shaw 


4S again gone straight strings and 
reeds, etc. 


Shaw has been recruiting his cur- 


rent combo here on the g.t. the past | 


few weeks. He put it to work for 
the first time last week when he cut 
two of a projected eight sides of a 
Cole Porter album. 


| hillbilly 


| 


Last week, when 
asked for 


Alexander 
McKinley's release, Mor- 
lost no time in cancelling the 
contract. It is said to have called 
for a picture deal, a radio program, 
plus guarantees of gross beginning 


again 


at $250,000 the first year and grad- 
uating upward. 
Alexander, immediately upon 


securing the Morris release, advised 
other agencies they were free to 
book the band. General Artists 
sold the outfit into Lakeside Park, 
Denver, for a run beginning July 
19. This agency may get a contract 
on McKinley. One other of Alexan- 
ders properties, the Sam Donahue 
band, is booked by it. 


Gets AFM Brushoff 


St. Petersburg, Fla., June 11. 
The American Federation of Musi- 


are contractors under Form B to 
carry liability insurance on the 
bandsmen they represent on all 


| traveling engagements. 
Resolution introduced at the an- 


nual convention here, advocating 
such insurance for members of 
| bands “as they travel many miles, 


regardless of weather conditions, by 
was referred to 
the International Executive Com- 
mittee. That's exactly where it had 
been reposing for the i year. 


bus,” 


Stone to Comb Hills For 
Cap Transcription Series 


Hollywood, June 11. 
of Capitol Transcrip- 
Nashville, Tenn. on 
leg of trek to wax 
talent of known abilities 
and scout out new combos 

In Nashville he will disk 50 tunes 
rendered by Oak Ridge Quartet, of 


Cliff Stone, 
tions, flies to 
July 1 on first 


WSN’'s “Grand Ole Opry” program, 
thence to Chicago to platter Karl 
and Harty. oatwain Then Stone 


| will meander through West Virginia 


looking 


Pennsylvania 
which 


and western 
for new talent 
use. 


reason | 
the | 


} 
O | 
‘ | ects, 


| good 


That ranged all the way from | 
an expression that “Petrillo’s the | 
we respect his judgment, so 
let him decide”, all the way 
to an out-and-out division 
spoils via cutting a melon 
But one thing was paramount; | 
the AFM was confronted with a 
situation where it was up against 
public reaction. The delegates were | 
conscious of the fact that the gen- 
eral public would hop on “Petrillo’s | 
$1,000,000 grab-bag”’, and unless the | 
funds were disposed of via the most | 
democratic process possible, Petrillo | 
would: come out on the short end | 
of press and _ public. sentiment. 
That's why the delegates were torn 
between a recognition of their re- 
sponsibility to hypo public senti- 
ment in regard to Petrillo by voting 
to utilize the fund for worthy 


dow ti 
of the 


proj- 





Other detailed AFM con- 
vention stories on P. 1 and 
in Radio section. 








and building up their own 


| prestige with their hometown locals. 


| With local elections coming up, the 
| delegates couldn't ignore the fact 
that the best way to romance votes 





| share other 


was to bring back a fat melon from 
the convention. 
Pro Rata Suggestion 

Much of the debate centered 
around the wisdom of dividing the 
spoils on a pro rata basis, which 
would add up to about $5.50 a mem- 
ber on the basis of the 181,000 mem- 
bership. While this would give New 
York Local 802 about one-seventh 
of the total fund, Jack Rosenberg, 
802 prexy, spurned the coin on be- 
half of the New York local, assert- 
ing he'd rather see the fund put to 
more advantageous use, particularly 
in parts of the country where good 
will could be created toward Petrillo 
and AFM. That Rosenberg was actu- 
ally expressing the overall sentiment | 
of 802 membership was left in doubt, | 
however, as there were persistent 
rumblings from the 802 corner, some 
of whose members appeared to 
ideas. 


| Upshot was a decision to nix al- 








| tion 


| location of the funds on a pro rata 


On Traveling Dates 


basis; rather, the boys went along 
with the law committee's recom- 
mendation that it be referred to the 
executive board, which was em- 
powered to name a committee to 
determine best how the fund shall 
be used. Committee will come up 
with its findings by Jan. 1, 1947. 

The royalty fund has an annual 
potential of $2.500,000—once the re- 
cording biz gets into full swing. 





AFM’S 1947 SLATE 
WITHOUT OPPOSITION 


St. Petersburg, Fla.. June 11. 
James C. Petrillo was reelected 
president of the American Federa- 
of Musicians without opposi- 


| tion, as were other top AFM officers. 


Capitol might | 


Charles L. Bagley of Los Angeles 


was reelected vice president: Leo 
Cluesmann of Newark. secretary; 
Thomas F. Gamble of Providence, 
treasurer. ‘Latter post was con- 
tested, Gamble’s opponent being 
Moses E. Wright, of Newburyport, 
Mass. ). 

Elected members of the interna- 
tional executive board were John 
W. Parks of Dallas: Oscar F. Hild, 
|Cincinnati; Herman Kenin, Port- 
land, Ore.;: Chauncey A. Weaver of 
Des Moines and Walt M. Mur- 
doch, Toronto, 

Detroit was chosen for the 1947 
‘convention. ‘ 


| vealed 


_ assistant, Rex Riccardi, 
, to 
| Meader, raised $2,500 to $10,000, and 
Edward Canaran, | 








| AFM, Four Major Band Agencies Set 


Closer Dealing on Mutual Problems 





AFM Into Disk Biz? 


St. Petersburg, Fla., June 11 

Some of the delegates to the 
American Federation of Musi- 
cians convention here got the 
idea that the AFM should enter 
into the music recording busi- 
ness in direct competition with 
all other recording firms 

So they cooked up a resolu- 
tion that had the whole thing 
figured out, whereby 40% of the 
profits would go to the members, 
proportionately, who make the 
recordings; 30% to the Federa- 
tion’s treasury; 30% to be dis- 
tributed equally among the local 
unions comprising the AFM 

Resolution got a quick brush- 
off. 








Petrillo Refuses 
Hike for Self But 


Four major band agencies, Music 
(Corp. of. America, General Artists 
Corp., William Morris and Frederick 
Bros., are off on a new tack in their 
relations with the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians. It has been 
agreed between the four outfits and 
the AFM that in the future all re- 


lations between the two factions wil) 
be on a more cooperative basis. 


In the past, the AFM never took 
cognizance of the agencies’ way of 
'thinking in matters pertaining to 


Ups Four Aides 


St. Petersburg, Fla 
James C. Petrillo, 
eration of Musicians prexy, who's 
currently down in the books for a 
$46,000 a year salary from the Inter- 
national and the Chicago local, re- 
last week that he’s 
down a pay hike because “I wouldn't 
know what to do with it, anyhow.” 
However, Petrillo managed to put 
through some legislation which pro- 
vides substantial increases for his 
four assistants. That’s because, says 
Petrillo, it’s time he started hitting 
the road, letting the locals around 


. June 11. 
American Fed- 


turned \tion at St. Petersburg to get matters 


| straight. 


| between them and the union, 


name bands and the musicians they 
employ, riding roughshod in 
chosen path over most all problems 
arising from the booking of 
This developed a strong resistance 


to all union moves among the more 


its 


bands. 


important agencies, as well as a con- 
stant apprehension and suspicion of 
union thinking that goaded the 
agency executives into bucking 
junion tactics at every turn 

It also has been the complaint of 
the agency men that the union was 
too quick to listen to resolutions and 
new regulations, at executive board 
;}meetings and annual conventions, 
suggested or demanded by local 
presidents or delegates. Often. these 
resolutions were vital only to local 
matters and when voted into na- 
tional Jaws hurt the band industry 
nationally as much as they aided 
purely local problems. This has 
happened frequently. 

So, with a ever-growing situation 


agency 
delegates sat down with union men 
during last week’s annual conven- 


With the union men in 


'a very receptive mood to agency ar- 


| matters 


| confabs 


the country know what he looks like, | 


take in more AFL meetings and, in 
general, to spend a good part of his 
time getting around. And that, he 
avers, will put more pressure on his 
assistants who will be vested 
carte blanche powers—that is, 
cept to call strikes. 

Here's the revised salary 


ex- 


sked. as 


okayed by the AFM _ convention 
here: 
First assistant, Harry Steeper, 


raised $5,000 a year tc. $15,000; 2nd 
raised $2,500 
$10,000: 3rd assistant, Clair 
4th assistant, 
raised $1,000 to $8,000. 


AFM Has ‘Too Many’ 


Broken-Down Tooters; 


with | 


guments, it was decided between the 
two factions that in the future when 
vitally concerning agency 
operation are brought up in AFM 
there will be no arbitrary 
decisions by the latter; that union 
and agency men will sit down to- 
gether and work the problems out 
to the benefit of all concerned. 


The new attitude was plain during 
the latter part of the recent meet- 
/ing. New resolutions were broached 
|; which came under the heading of 
‘the AFM- -agency agreement and they 
were tabled for future consideration 


, by both parties. 
| 





| last 


‘Home’ for Em Nixed 


St. Petersburg, Fla., June 11. 
The American Federation of Mu- 
sicians voted itself out of a home for 
indigent musicians last week despite 
a protest from the convention floor 





MCA Appeal Of 
Finley Suit Denied 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Federal Judge Paul J. McCormick 
week denied Music Corp. of 
America’s petition .or new trial of 
the anti-trust suit which agency lost 


|to Larry Finley, San Diego ballroom 


| operator, last February. Finley was 


that the union musician is as deserv- | 


ing of the same treatment and recog- 
nition as that accorded members 
from other unions that maintain such 
establishments. 

Apparently, however, one of the 
questions that couldn't be decided | 
At what stage of the game does 
a musician enter the ranks of the 
“broken-down”? Joe Weber, former 
prexy of the AFM, who spoke up in 
favor of killing the resolution for 
the maintenance of such a home, lett 
the inference that the nation had too 
for comfort. “Within two 


Was: 


many 

years the AFM would drain all its 
finances to keep it up. Youd have 
so many guys,” he said. The nix 


followed. 


RCA Inks a -Pields 
Band to Term Contract 


Herbie Fields’ new orchestra has 
been gned by RCA-Victor to a 
term contract. Initial sides by the 
band will be made in N. Y. within 
the next couple weeks under Eli 
Oberstein, head of RCA artists and 
repertoire. 

Field: at the Rustic Cabin 
Englewood Cliffe, N. J.. on the first 
leg of a three-month run. 


awarded $55,000 damages. 
Arguments, however, have been 

called for a second hearing of plea 

today (Tues.), with MCA lawyers 


| making the pitch to judicial bench 


that the fees set had no basis and 
were too speculative. 


JONES SETS B.0. RECORD 
TO SNUB EAST DATES 


Spike Jones’ orchestra, now work- 
the midwest, won't spend much 
time in the east this summer, if the 
leader can help it. He’s been offered 
a spot in a new George Abbott 
nuscial, to be produced in the fall, 
plus a shot at Frank Dailey’s Mead- 
owbrook, and so far doesn’t went 
either. He wants to head coastward 
as soon as possible after his current 
run of one-nighters and theatres. 

Jones broke Kay Kyser’s b.o. 
ord at the Circle, Indianapolis, 
week even though he worked only 
ix days. He had a car en oy in 
the Memorial Day classic at the In- 
speedway (whi ich broke 
down after 50 laps), and refused to 
open until Friday (31). He piled 
up a $30,850 gross te beat Kyser’s 
seven-di mark. On a straight 50- 
50 from the first dollar, Seaai took 
$15,425 for his end. 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 12, 1946 





RECOMMENDED RECORDS 


(For Jocks 


and Jukes) 


By BARRY GRAY 


(WOR-Mutual’s 


Vaughn Monroe (vocal by Vaughn 
Monroe and Moon Maids) “Who 
Told You That Lie?”-“It's My §.azy 


Day” (Victor 1892). “Who Told 
You” is a f.t. that gives Monroe and 
the Moon Maids an opportunity to 
sell the business man’s bounce de- 
partment. It's the usual Monroe 
format. the maestro fronting the 


group, and the gals in close harmony. 
Band plays well. Tune itself sounds 
commercial, and should peddle well 
in racks and jukes. ‘Lazy Day,” 
from a western pic, sounds the same 


as the other side with a different 
lyric. Not recommended. 


Ella Fitzgerald-Louis Jordan Tym- 

pany Five (vocals with = orch) 
“Stone Cold Dead in the 
“Petootie Pie’ (Decca 23546). 
Cold” is top calypso stuff with Miss 
Fitzgerald and Jordan dueting the 
words. With the Tympany Five to 
handle the backing in legit fashion, 
the femme and Jordan really wrap 
it up for sales. Recommended. 
“Petootie Pie’ is teed off by Jordan 
and quickly segues to the “Atisket” 
gal. Purely Harlemesque in word- 
age, it will probably rate sales. 
Recommended. 

Jose Morand (vocal by Marilyne 
Towne)—“Amado Mio’-“Vem-Vem” 
(Apollo 1007). Morand’s initial at- 
tempt on pop wax (he has been on 
World transcriptions). Apollo, a 


minor diskery, lacks technical quali- | 


ty to record this, or any group de- 


pending upon shading of minor 
tones, any good. High surface 
noises. Morand holds fast to tempo 
lines, and delivers a beat. Miss 


Towne sings poorly. Arrangement is 
very ordinary. Not recommended. 
But not fair chance for Morand due 
to bad disk. “Vem-Vem” much 
cleaner, louder and brighter. Brass 
reproduced badly. But a better side. 
No arrangement to speak of. Tempo 
good. Recommended to _ introduce 
Morand only. 


is 


Louis Prima (vocal by Jack Pow- 
ers and Prima) “Whatta Ya Gonna 
Do!"-“The Coffee Song” (Majestic 
7191). “Whatta Ya Gonna Do!” is a 
thing with a dragged beat, and 
Prima playing McCoy (Clyde). Pow- 


ers sings badly. Waves vibrattos 
like he’s saying goodbye. Not | 
recommended. “Coffee” goes native. 


Just call Prima “Xavier.” Actually 


it’s a good vocal turn for the maes- | 


tro. Nice rhythm. Clever lyrics. 
Recommended. Should do very well 
at jukes. 


Louis Armstrong (vocal by Thel- 
ma Middleton) “No Variety Blues’- 
“Whatta Ya Gonna Do!” (Victor 
1891). “No Variety” is torched by 
Miss Middleton. It’s good. Femme 
has excellent diction. Armstrong 
talks into disk at end of first chorus, 
and then swings into musical ver- 
biage. Personality plus. Great for 
Armstrong fans. Commercially not 
solid. But recommended. “Whatta 
Ya Gonna Do!” is the maestro’s “B” 


Market”: | 
“Stone | 


All-Night M.C.) 


offering. And it Written by 
| Sunny Skylar, it's weak. Not up to 
| ihe lyricist’s par. Armstrong 
| breathes life into it, but it’s still not 
| enough. 


Is. 


Ginny Sims (vocal with Lou Bring 


Orch) “My Melancholy Baby’-"I 
Live But to Love You” (ARA 


'This is the best ARA disk yet heard. 


146). | 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending May 30, 1946) 

London, May 31. 
Can’t Begin Tell You. .Chappell 
Mary Lou F. D. & &. 
Chickery Chick....... Connelly 
Cruising Down River. Cinephonic 
Bygones Be Bygones...Feldman 
Money Root All Evil..Chappell 
Along Navajo Trail Maurice 
Atchison, Sante Fe 
Land Beginning Again. Feldman 
Ashby De La Zouch........Gay 
Oh What It Seemed to Be. .Sun 
Grand Night Singing. .Chappell 








Slack Settles 
With Morris To 


Miss Sims does a _ nostalgic selling 
iob, and it should show up nice on} 
the books. Recommended for jukes 
Bring orchestra handles background 
well Fiddles sound good on Miss 
Sims. Guitar work at intro Is neat 
touch. “I Live But to Love You” is 
based on a classic. Musically lovely, 
but lyrically bad. Waste of good 
voice. Not recommended. 

Bob Crosby and Wingy Manone 


Orchestras (vocal by Quig Quigley 
and Wingy Manone) “Big Fat Ma, 
Skinny Pa”-“General Jumped at 
Dawn” (ARA 143). ARA backs the 
Bob Crosby and Wingy Manone 
bands on one. Crosby is on the 
“A” side with “Big Fat Ma.” 
by Quigley, it’s adequate musically, 
and poor lyrically. Lyric isn’t helped 
by the skat handling. Recording, al- 
though better than ARA’s previous 
work, is still not good. Not recom- 
jmended. “General” Dixie, and 
|majors in Wingy’s trumpet. If you 
‘like Dixieland, you'll like this 
Cleanly waxed. Recommended. But 
no great sales threat. It’s nostalgic 
| to hear Manone’s voice. 
Billy Eckstine (vocal 

“You Call It Madness’-"" 
Pretty Baby” (National 9019). 
“Sepia Sinatra’s” latest platter re- 
llease. “You Call It Madness” will 
sell to fans. National could do bet- 
ter with Eckstine’s voice on wax. At 
times his work is muffled. He has 
| sounded better. Band only adequate. 


this 


is 


Orch) 
Me 
The 


with 


Not recommended. “Tell Me” is in 
a hep groove. Band in better beat 


form. Wax needs cleaning up badly! | 

Jan Savitt (vocal by Bob D’An- 
drea) “All the Time”-“I’ve Never 
| Forgotten” (ARA 147). Savitt uses 


a studio band on this one. They play 
|raggedly. D’Andrea sings pleasantly, 

but phrases poorly. Another poor 
|disk, technically, by ARA. “I’ve 
| Never Forgotten” on the flipped side 
|listens brassily. D’Andrea handles 
quicker beat, with resultant shorter 
| phrases, easier. Not recommended. 





Johnny Mercer Finally 
Agrees to Do Cap. E.T.’s 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Johnny Mercer has been signed by 





| Capitol Transcriptions after origin- 
; ally refusing to ink a contract, even 


/though he’s prexy of Capitol Rec- 


Sung | 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Freddie Slack, who has_ been 
as a Single pianist on the 
to 


secured a 


working 
| Coast 


ganize 


intends reor- 


He 
lrelease from a_ contract with the 
William Morris agency with the 
payment of approximately $900 he 
owed it in back commissions and has 
signed with Joe Glaser’s Associated 
| Booking Corp. 

It was Slack’'s unauthorized 
switch to Glaser’s ABC frem Morris 
lover a year ago, incidentally, which 
|started a three-cornered fracas be- 
tween the leader and the two agen- 
cies. Morris took Siack to the Amer- 


for months, 


his band has 


ican Federation of Musicians to 
|force him to abide by a contract be- 
|tween them or pay a sum for re- 
llease far higher than the above 
| amount he plunked down to sever 
| the ties. 


Revive Band 


| controlled publication rights to “Mean Mama Blues” has been settled. 
| February, Bel-Tone recorded the ditty, written by Slim Gaillard, and simul- 





i *Jimmie’s Mean 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


Panther Room of the Sherman Hotel, Chicago, is gradually assuming 
all the aspects of a circus, with a midget added recently to keep clown 
Carl Marx company and pass out Mercury recordings by Buddy Rich, 
Marx is a fixture in the spot. 

Platters by Rich are distributed three times a night by the midget, known 
as “Mr. Mercury,” to customers holding winning tickets. Stubs, which 
the little guy distributes at the door and later pulls out of a hat, are 
the idea of Mercury prez Berle Adams, who's testing the exploitation 
deal here prior to trying it out in other spots throughout th¢ country 
where his contractees play. 


Dispute between Southern Music Co, and Bel-Tone Records over which 
In 


taneously secured the pub rights, which it now has assigned Mills Music, 
Inc. Later, Music Publishers’ Protective Assn. told Bel-Tone it must pay 
royalties to Southern, as that firm controlled song. After much talk it was 
discovered that the Southern song, written years back, actually was labeled 
Mama Blues,” a Jimmie Rodgers’ western 


plaint 
has nothing in common with Gaillard’s work. 


which 





First release of Hamp-Tone Records, recently formed pop-plattery, has 
been roundly banned by radio disk jockeys. Item is “Hey Ba-Ba-Re-Bop,” 
rendered by Wynonie Harris, into which has been inserted four lines of 
rhyme about Jack and Jill trudging up a hill and not returning with the 
fabled pail of water. Lyrics, incidentally, were not in original version of 
song, first made popular by Lionel Hampton on Decca label. Mrs. Hampton 
is Hamp-Tone prexy. Waxery, in turn, is financially controlled by Jef- 
ferson-Travis Corp., which also owns Musicraft and Guild labels. 


Programs, Inc., which recently set up in the business of compiling and 


| selling souvenir programs, which are virtually biographies of various band- 
| leaders, is currently rushing out a book on Bob Hope, copies of which must 


be on the Coast by the time he starts his one-nighter tour next week. To 
get them there, the company has chartered a DC-3 cargo airliner to move 
four tons of the books from N. Y. to Oakland, Cal., over next weekend, 
Several weeks ago Capitol Records chartered a cargo ship to move thou- 
sands of Hope's first record albums from Scranton, Pa., to Hollywood. 


Check of talent rosters of both major and odd-label diskeries reveals 


| that there are twice as many male vocalists either soloing on or featured 


on wax than there are female. It is only branch of amusement industry 
where this situation obtains. Inquiry reveals that platteries have discov- 
ered it is far harder to sell a femme and takes far longer to build one up 
into prominence. Steady perusal of best-selling lists and jukebox faves 
will show soundness of the theory and the ratio. 


Capitol Records has prepped new sort of exploitation for platters via 16m 


| color short, of transport planeload of Bob Hope albums arriving in Holly- 


Slack apparently is in a hurry to | 


| get rolling again. He already has be- | 
gun rehearsing his band and will | 


start on one-nighters in this area 


| 


|before another week. Maurice Duke | 


lis personally managing the outfit. 


Move to Force Vocalists 


In Bands to Join AFM 


St. Petersburg, Fla., June 11. 
Over the protest of a number 
delegates, the American 


| of 
Federation 
of Musicians in convention here last 


week skirted what had all the ear- 


—— of developing into a major 
| jurisdictional dispute with the} 


'American Guild of Variety Artists. 
|The AFM delegation rejected a reso- 
|lution calling for an amendment to 
|the laws which would require all 
vocalists working with traveling 
| bands or bands on location to iden- 
| tify themselves as taxpaying mem- 


iords, parent company. bers of the AFM, regardless of 
; whether the singer was recruited 

| He etched two sides of 10 tunes | deem vaude or ether rans. 

each before returning 2®ast. He'll re- a 

‘turn in August to complete the | Move to force all vocal accom- 


| series. 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


panists with bands into the AFM 
ranks had overtones of the recent 
jurisdictional dispute involving AFM 
and the American Federation of 
Radio Artists, when latter insisted 
that bandsmen doubling into chatter 
roles should enroll with AFRA, 





(ink Sees... .......... Becen : ' : 
1. Gypsy (7) (Leeds) ......0.s.seeccoveee +n; , Number of delegates pointed out, 
porns pe deeb nes eo however, that enforcement of the 
, , ee erry Como.......... ictor | new provision, particularly in such 
, ) , 
2. Prisoner of Love (10) (Mayfair)........ | Ink Spots .........0-. Decca | top production centers as Hollywood 
. 1 P {Perry Como ......... Victor | and New York, would invite strikes 
S. They Sey Bs Wonderhul (8) (Berlin)... U Andy Russell ...... Capitol | “90° of the time.” 
4. Laughing On the Outside (7) (BMI)..... Dinah Shore ......Columbia 
; ae a go? A errr Victor 
5. All Through the Day (9) (Williamson).. } Frank Sinatra..... Columble HUDDLESTON PLANS T0 
. . pag Bing Crosby ........Decca 
6. Sioux City Sue (6) (Morris) ....... sete } Tony Pastor ......... Cosme FIGHT PIPER OUSTER 
: sie sales Mills Bros, ..... eae Hollywood, June 11. 
7. Don't Be a Baby, Baby (4) (Triangle)... | ee eh Sache One of few known refusals of job 
, ‘ i” ; : oh ie pig : to returned GI is case of John Hud- 
8. I'ma Big Girl Now (7) (World)....... ‘ poe MAVO oescccss Victor dleston, one of original members of 
9. Shoo-Fly Pie (12) (Criterion) ....... ae { Stan Kenton ........ Capitol | Pied Pipers. His former spot in act 


10. Oh, What It Seemed to Be (18) (Santly-J) 


| Dinah Shore ......Columbia 


{ Frank Sinatra.....Columbia 
| Frankie Carle.....Columbia 


Coming Up 


I Don’t Know Enough About You (CP).. 


Hey Ba-Ba-Re-Bop (Leeds) ..., 


Cement Mixer (Mills) .............. 
Bumble Boogie (Martin).... - 
Ashby De La Zooch (Manhattan) . 


In Love In Vain (T. B. Harms)... 


Doin’ What Comes Natur'lly (Berlin 


There’s Good Blues Tonight (Embassy)... 


{ Peggy Lee Capitol 


U Mills Bros............ Decca 
{ Lionel Hampton .Decea 
alesis | Beneke-Miller .- Victor 
erry Slim Gaillard . Cadet 
shane Freddy Martin . ... Victor 
es Merry Macs ....:.... Decca 
{ Haymes-Forrest ...... Decca 
ea | Margaret Whiting.. .Capitol 
). { Dinah Shore. ......Columbia | 
ate {Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 


now is occupied by Hal Hopper, and 





Huddleston last week put matter 
of his 25% interest in group in 
hands of his attorney, and also 


evoked aid of Federal Government. 


| Out of Army since February, 
| Huddleston claims he got a run- 
|around from Chuck Lowry, Clark 
| Yocum and Hopper, who now form 
| act along with June Hutton. After 
| several months of discussions, avers 
| Huddleston, now-component mem- 
| bers of turn have offered him $1,000 
| flat payment, plus $100 weekly for 
a year, for his ‘interest in group. 
Having originated and named the 


| $15,000 or, he states, he will seek 
legal aid. , 


act, Huddleston is holding out for | 


| 


wood from east 


Hope and several other Cap luminaries on hand for the 
advent 


mugged and gagged to pep up footage, Prints are being sent to 
retail music stores, which are asked to rent projectors and display film 
within or in show windows. If reaction is favorable, plattery 
plans to follow up. 


Oo 
4 


to stunt 


Music circles are wrinkling brows in perplexity over appearance of sheet 
copies of “Beautiful Carnation,” published by Peer International. written 
by Danny Kuaana and Bernie Kaai. Prominently printed on sheets is 
legend: “Featured in Universal Picture, ‘Continental Rose’.’”. Universal 
never has produced either feature of short with that title, nor is pic con- 


| templated. 


But AGVA Row Averted 


} 








Musicraft Records’ exploitation and promotion dept. goes even the major 
companies one better with the style of its “new release” sheets to record 
reviewers, etc. Data on various disks gives complete information, includ- 
ing the source of the song, publisher, timing of the recording, brief biog- 
raphies of artists, supporting conductors, and just about everything else a 
reviewer or disk jockey might want to know. 


Contrary to reports, Mercury Records has not sold Tito Guizar 
any stock in the company as result of his switch to that label from Victor. 
Much of Mercury's talent has attempted to buy into the outfit, but original 
stockholders have refused to part with their holdings, Operations are still 
on a contract basis. 

William Morris agency is attempting to clear the way for Victor to record 
Slim Gaillard doing his novelty hit, “Cement Mixer.” Singer-guitarist did 
the trick in February for Cadet Records, to which he is not tied exclu- 
sively. Odd-label Hollywood firm has distribution on Coast only. Item 
proved white-hot seller out there and Victor hopes to cash in nationally. 


Irving Taylor, vet song lyricist, has been suspended by Songwriters Pro- 
tective Assn. for failure to pay dues. Taylor, now on Coast, asserts he got 


posted for refusing to pay dues during three-year hitch in Navy, on ground 
he did no writing then, 








“Hock-A-Chinick, Chop-A-Tea-Pot” is an odd Chinese novelty, the fore- 
part of the song title being a Yiddish phrase given an Oriental connotation 
by Charles S. Brower and Frank Turner. Shapiro-Bernstein publishes. 


Keynote Disks To 
Float Stock Deal 


Add Keynote Records to the list of 
indie disk manufacturers floating 
stock issues through Wall Street 
underwriters, Plans are currently 
afoot whereby Keynote, which has 
been restricting itself mostly to jazz 
releases, will market 100,000 shares 





ASKS HIGHER RANK 
FOR ARMY MAESTROS 


St. Petersburg, Fla., June 11, 
Delegates to the American Fed- 


eration of Musicians’ convention 
here last week voted to squawk with 
the War Dept. and governmental 
execs on the alleged brushoff Army 
band leaders received during the 


war as well as the brush to their 
present status. 














The AFM’s beef, specifically, 
deals with the present rank of Army 
bandleaders—that of warrant offi- 
cers—which, says the union, places 
them in an inferior position to doc- 
tors, lawyers, dentists, veterinarians, 
and fianancial and recreational per- 
sonnel, “all of the foregoing having 
commissioned status.” 


“Such discrimination 
opportunities,” protested the con- 
vention, “will deprive the peace 
time Army of the very type of 
American musician who could im- 
press upon the peoples of the oc- 
cupied territories overseas the high 
cultural attainment of our nation.” 


in career 


As a result the Federation voted 


to call on Congress to create com- | 





of stock at $3.75. It follows the Capi- 
tol and Cosmopolitan companies in 
stock deals, 


Up until recently, Keynote had no 
pressing plant of its own. Last week, 
it completed a deal to buy the Gen- 
eral Record Co. in Hollywood. It 
also is in the process of building a 
completely new plant in New York. 
At the same time, its board of direc- 
tors has been reorganized to include 
actors Lee Cobb and Paul Robeson, 
Sam Novick, John Hammend, now 
back with Columbia Records after 
discharge from the Army, and three 
Wall Street men who are involved 
in the stock setup. 


Cosmo’s stock issue, which has 
been in the works for weeks, finally 
is due to hit the market in N. Y. 


missioned status for all bandleaders | tomorrow (Thursday). Some 68,700 


of the U. S. Army, with a rank no| shares go on sale at $4. E. F. Gilles- 
lower than Ist lieutenant. 


pie & Co. is the underwriter, 
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U.S. Music Biz Shows No Improvement 
As English Sales Take Similar Div 


Sheet music and 
which have been in a decided slump 
the past two months or so, show no 


record sales, + 





A Parade Nobody Saw 


St. Petersburg, Fla., June 11. 


inclination to improve. Music sales This town is still talking 

have been fluctuating very unevenly, about “the parade that nobody 
. peer: : . saw. 

one day achieving figures to start P 

music publishers talking and the _As one of the AFM conven- 

next day hitting new lows, as oc- tion highlights, union prez 

curred one day last week James C. Petrillo thought it 

cu ay a: , : . P F . i ° 
Currently, there is only one tune, a" he . good idea if the 

u eeniate “Gypsy,” that is ap- 0 delegates and attendees 
Leeas 2 S { rVpsy, é S é 


proximating pre-slump sales figures. 
This tune has been getting off be- 
tween 12,000 and 15,000 copies a day 
and has reached a sale of approxi- 
mately 600,000. No other is close to 
it of the current crop, although Irv- 
ing Berlin's “They Say It’s Wonder- 
ful” is rising steadily. 

Although music publishers cry 
over current conditions, they admit 
that the overall business is still 
above the comparative period of last 
year. What they currently call a bad 


slump, is such only in relation to the 
unprecedented peak business of last 
winter. Whether the recession will 
be temporary or permanent no one 
knows. Apparently few publishers 
feel it will continue long. None has 
made any moves to cut expenses as 
yet 

As for the record business, it’s also 
off sharply and shows no tendency 
to get back to last winter’s figures. 
Companies, as in the case of the mu- 
sic business, are still selling plenty 


of recordings, however. 


London Sales Off 
London, May 31. 


Music publishers on this side of 
the ocean are greatly worried over | 


the drop in sheet sales, which is | tion. 
worst since before the war. Ordi-| The very first day, President 
narily, Tin Pan Alley here would} Petrillo unleashed some remarks in 


not be greatly perturbed at the sud- 
den drop in sales, generally looking 
upon it as a temporary slump and 


ever. But current reaction is differ- 
ent. Many feel this is no temporary 
lull. 


They base their facts on discharge 
of millions of war workers, which 
equals a lack of money; counter-at- 
tractions, such as greyhound racing, 
racing, bright lights and longer days, 
which is sending lots of people to 
theatres and cinemas instead of 
listening to the radio or providing 
themselves with indoor diversions. 

In the good old days, a best seller 
here meant sale of 300,000 copies, 
but now it is nearer 100,000, with 
some even less. 


Vic Lombardo 


Forms Own Orch 


Victor Lombardo, saxist brother 
of Guy, Carmen and Leibert Lom- 
bardo, has finally made up his mind 
to have his own band. Several 
weeks ago he walked out of the 
long established Guy Lombardo out- 





fit at the Capitol theatre, N. Y., 
in a huff over money. Later he re- 
turned to the band for a brief 


period. Now he’s forming his own 
combo, 


Lombardo last week signed a 
long-term deal with General Art- 
‘ists Corp. for management and 
doesn’t give himself much time be- 
fore he’s scheduled to debut the 
new combination. GAC has him 
booked to open June 28 at Ross- 
Fenton Farms, Asbury Park, N. J., 
for 10 weeks. One of the things 
that delayed settlement of plans for 
the new band was the decision on 
booking agencies. Music Corp. of 
America was in the picture. 

There's no clear dope on the 
Styling of the new band, but it’s 
intimated that it will be exclusively 
Sweet and not too far off the widely 
known Lombardo style. Outfit will 
be composed of 14 people, including 
leader and girl vocalist. 


Col. Pacts Stordahl 


Axel Stordahl, conductor for 
Frank Sinatra on his Old Gold radio 
broadcasts, and on most of his Co- 
lumbia Records, has been signed by 
the latter disk company for work 
Separate from his Sinatra chores. 

1€s been tagged with a three-year 
ticket to turn out mostly albums and 
occasional individual disks. 

He continues work with Sinatra. 








| wow of the American Federation of 
| Musicians here last week. 


| brought about a week-long investi- 
| gation by 
that biz would come back better than | 


put on a display for the benefit 
of St. Petersburg residents, of 
the inion’s united front by 
marching from a Phil Spitalny 
park concert back to convention 
hdqts. Petrillo and  Spitalny 
shared grand marshal honors. 

Word got around town, and 
the route of the march—down 
Fourth street and then Second 
avenue—was lined with towns- 
folk. 

Everything went off okay— 
except that Petrillo and his boys 
took the wrong route, marching 
down Second street and turning 
into Fourth avenue. 


AFM’s Convensh 
Plenty Hoodoo 


St. Petersburg, Fla., June 11. 
A hoodoo convention—that’s what 
they were calling the annual pow- 











To start with, Arthur H. Kuhn, a 
delegate from Local 513 of San Jose, 
Cal., died on his way to the conven- 


his convention-opening speech that 


Florida authorities who 
thought he might have violated the 


Mercer Ellington Orch 
In 2-Yr. Musicraft Pact 


Mercer Ellington’s orchestra has 
been signed by Musicraft Records, 
through Billy Shaw of the Gale 
agency, who has been handling the 
band’s dates. It’s a two-year ticket. 

Deal has nothing to do with Musi- 
craft’s recent signing of Duke El- 
lington, Mercer Ellington’s father, 


See Greater Tie 
By 20th With M-G 
In Robbins Music 


With Metro having acquired Jack 
Robbins’ 26% interest in the Rob- 








for $673,000 gross (500G net to Rob- 
bins), it may be that this will pave 
the way for greater accord between 
Metro and 20th-Fox studios. It may 
kayo the latter studio’s yen for ac- 
quiring more music catalogs—Mills 
Music has been frequently men- 
tioned—and, instead, coordinate more 





| bins Music Corp. That has some 11 
jyears yet to run but, for the same 
ireasons of strained relations as 


AFM Meet Fails to 


End Form B But 


Tacitly Okays Maestro Corporations 





Gayle’s Rib 


Juggy Gayle, Feist plugger, is 
something of a Tin Pan Alley 
“character” which explanation is 
necessary to prelude his remark 
to Jack Robbins when the latter 
showed his former staffers a new 
song. It’s “Millionaires Don’t 





bins, Feist and Miller Music Corps. | 


directly its existing tieup with Rob- | 


existed between Jack Robbins and 
Metro, the 20th-Fox plant was not 
cooperative. 

The antipathy of such songsmiths 
as Harry Warren and Mack Gordon 
also may be eased since these 
writers, in spleen over the Robbins- 
Feist-Miller setup, had veered away 
to Bregman, Vocco & Conn for 
publication outlets, 





Traveling Combos 
Under AFM’s Int'l 
Board Win Raises 


| 
St. Petersburg. Fla. June 11. | 
The American Federation of Mu- | 








Florida sedition law. The probe 
eventually fizzled out. 

Second day of the convention, a 
planned day-long tour of the city 


|and nearby Gulf of Mexico beaches 


was canceled because white em- 
ployees of two beach restaurants 
where delegates were to have had 
dinner, announced they would not 
serve the 49 Negro delegates. An- 
gry, Petrillo called the whole thing 
off, ordered $3,500 worth of food and 
refreshments given to some char- 
itable institution. 

With the tour called off, many 
delegates went swimming. One, Vic- 


into shallow water, struck bottom 
and suffered a cracked vertebra. He 
was rushed to a hospital where his 
condition was said to be “fairly 
good.” 

Edward A. Sweeney, another dele- 

gate, was fined $15 for driving 
| through a red traffic light and hitting 
} another car. 
James H. Hart, delegate from 
| Phoenix, suffered painful lacerations 
|of the face when a palm fell from a 
tree in front of the convention hotel 
and struck him. 

And last but not least, a conven- 
tion hotel waitress precipitated an 
argument with Phil Spitalny which 
was climaxed as Harry Steeper, as- 
sistant to Petrillo, blacked the eye 
of an assistant hotel manager. 


Padway Waxed Hot 
On Effect of Vetoed 
Case Bill at Meet 


St. Petersburg, Fla., June 11. 
The American Federation of Mu- 
sicians in convention here was 
warned that the Case Bill, under 
bitter attack during the full week of 
meetings, would play right into the 
hands of the recording companies 











| ing the bag. [Case bill was vetoed 
by President Truman 
(Tuesday) morning.] 
The caution was sounded by Jo- 
seph A. Padway, general counsel for 


| 
| 
j 
| 


the American Federation of Labor | 


and the AFM, who, in one of the 
| highlight talks of the annual pow- 
| wow, charged that the bill, unless 
vetoed, would, simply as a cooling- 
off measure, destroy the entire 
| meaning of collective bargaining. 


“By extending the cooling-off period | 


from 30 to 60 days,’ Padway warned 
the delegates, “the companies would 
| be able to make enough masters to 
| nullity any need for collective bar- 
gaining.” 





| While it doesn’t 


tor Carpenter of Spencer, Wis., dove | 


and, in the event of collective bar- | 
! . 
| gaining, would leave musicians hold- 


yesterday | 


Sicians has secured pay hikes for | 
all traveling musical combos that | 
come under jurisdiction of the In- | 
ternational Board of the AFM. | 
| include traveling | 
| bands that come within jurisdiction | 
of the locals, it does take in mu- 
sicians with traveling shows, vaude 
units, circuses, ‘opera companies, | 
ice carnivals, state and county fairs, 
concert tours, etc. 

Union Prexy Petrillo’s recom- 
mendation to the AFM convention 
last week, passed unanimously, | 
calls for an increase in the prices | 
for traveling engagements of such | 
units of “15° and upwards”, with | 
| International Executive Board au- 
thorized to blueprint a breakdown. 

Original recommendation was for | 
an increase of “at least 15 to 20%” 
but this was amended. 


i 
| 








AFM’s ‘Ivory Tower’ 


| The American Federation of Mu- 
sicians has voted acceptance of a 
| resolution which somewhat parallels 
ithe “Ivory Tower” resolution of the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists 
The resolution makes illegal the 
current practice of locals in larger 
centers whose membership embraces 
symphonic players, from forming 
their own intra-local association for 
discussion purposes. Case, specifi- 
cally, is believed to stem from the 
troubles that ensued when such an 
association in Cincinnati vested it- 
self with powers and proposed bar- 
gaining conditions that the local felt 
rightfully belonged to the whole 
membership. 
However, the implications are be- 
lieved deeper, suggesting overtones | 
of the “Ivory Tower-let’s-break-up- | 
political-economic-discussion,” as in- | 
timated by proponents of the resolu- | 
} tion in their comment of ‘not hav- 
ing people around who poison 
| minds.” 
Small locals—in 
ters—are excluded 
| of the resolution. 








non-symph cen- | 
from the terms | 





| 
| 
; 


| Trenet’s Col. Album | 


Columbia Records will make an | 
album with Charles Trenet, French | 
singing importation now at the Em- | 
bassy Club, N. Y. His records have | 
become very much in demand in| 
N. ¥. in recent weeks and the al- 
| bum is designed to take advantage 
of it. 
| Trenet disk connection in France 
is with the company affiliated with | 
Columbia. It operates under the 
same name. Therefore, 
work for Columbia here follows. 


, from an 


| Spivak, Claude Thornhill, Ha! 


| Pastor. 


Trenet’s been operating 


Whistle,” first publication by the 
new Robbins & Sons company, 
and after most of the music men 
opined it was a good piece of 
material. Gayle looked at Rob- 


bins quizzically and then 
cracked: 
“Everybody's going into the 


publishing business nowadays.” 


Robbins & Sons 





Formed by Pub 


J. J. Robbins & Sons, Inc., with 
Millionaires Don’t Whistle,’ by Bob 
Wright and Chet Forrest, proves how 


fast Jack Robbins has gotten back 
into harness. Last Thursday the 
| Loew's, Inc., board ratified the 


| $500,000 net profit buyout of Rob- 


bins’ 26% interest in Robbins, Feist 
and Miller Music Corp., and almost 


immediately the publisher was in 
business for himself with a new 
song. 


Making his headquarters with the 


American Artists Bureau, Inc., head- | 


ed by his son, Howard (Buddy) Rob- 


bins, and his nephew, Howard Rich- 


mond, the vet music man received a 
formal communique from _ both 
youngsters that “‘we are hastening to 
send you our retainer as a $l-a-year 


advisor” to the AAB. 


Although attorney Sam Hartman 
handled Robbins’ 500G deal for the 
legal consideration of ‘fone necktie”, 


which Mrs. Robbins “paid” him yes- | 


terday (Tues.), the new Robbins & 
Sons firm was incorporated by Ber- 
nard L. Miller, w.k. in the music 
business. 

Robbins is music publishing as a 
sideline, at least for the moment. 
The “Millionaires” song was intro- 
duced by Jane Froman in the last 


Copacabana (N.Y.) nitery revue and | 


she has 
Majestic. 

Jonie Taps, head of Columbia Pic- 
tures music interests, came on from 
the studio Monday (10) to huddle 
with Robbins on a possible deal for 
Sun Music, a Decca Records subsid, 
which is tied in with Columbia Picts 


already recorded it for 


| exploitationally. 
An informal cocktailery by the 
Robbins, Feist and Miller music 


staffs bon-voyaged their ex-boss last 
Friday (7) when the longtime head 
of the firm bearing his name bowed 
out. 





Promoter Sy Shribman, 
Who Backed Many Bands, 


Passes Away in Mass. 


Simon (Sy) Shribman, New Eng- 
land dance promoter and band fi- 
nancier whose coin helped a hand- 
ful of struggling maestros into big 


| reputations, died last week (3) in 


Boston after a long illness. He was 
58. 

News of Shribman’s death was 
slow in getting to the band business 
people who were his friends. He was 
buried the day after death in his 
home town of Danvers, Mass., and 
it wasn’t until later in the week 
that it became known. Death fol- 
lowed a second stroke, suffered dur- 


| ing a vacation in Florida last win- 


ter. where he had gone to recover 
earlier stroke. He was 
moved to Boston from Florida only 
five weeks ago. 

Shribman booked bands into a 
string of New England ballrooms, 
some of which he owned, for years. 
Probably the first bandleader in 
whom he invested money, and who 
later became a top name, was Artie 
Shaw. Later, he repeated with the 
late Glenn Miller, who also eventu- 
ally shot up into the No. 1 b.o. spot. 
He also had an interest in 
Intyre, Woody Herman and Tony 
Last three he was still in- 
terested in at the time of his death. 

He leaves three brothers, among 
them Charles Shribman, who has 
his band interests, 
and a sister. 


Charlie | 
Me- 


. St. Petersburg, Fla., June 11. 


American Federation of Musicians 
annual convention did nothing ebout 
ridding itself of its Form B cont-act 
blanks, after officials of the union 
had led band-business execs to un- 
derstand that it would be eliminated. 
However, the AFM apparently is no 
longer bothered about whether its 
members adhere to the terms of the 
blank, indicating that slowly 
getting around to the point where 
Form B will be booted. Its 
ness, AFM officials say, it at an end. 

Form B cites bandleaders as em- 
ployees of those who buy their mus 


it 18 


uselule- 


sic, thereby making the leader ex- 
empt from the payment of Social 
Security and unemployment taxes, 


Recently, a half dozen ton and me- 
dium-rated maestros have set up cor- 
porations which are contrary to the 
terms of Form B. Union officials are 
aware of them and have indicated no 
desire to interfere. These corpera- 
tions, set up for tax purposes und 
strictly legal, operate thusly: a leader 
is the employee of his own organ- 
|ization. Latter makes deals his 
services, collects his money So- 
cial Security and unemployment 
| taxes on him and his musicians pxys 
|salaries to all, etc. These corpeora- 
|tions could not have been set up if 
|Form B was being strictly enforced 
|by the AFM since the latter would 
| prevent the leader from paying his 
|own s.s. and unemployment levies 
That a discussion re Form B did 
not enter onto the floor of last week’s 
convention disappointed many who 
have long been awaiting its dem:se. 





fo. 
pays 





orris Drit. rirm 
London, June 11. 

Louis Dreyfus’ arrangement with 
Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris, under 
which he will set up a music pub- 
|lishing outfit in this city, apparently 
| is nearing reality. While the actual 
| papers have not been signed, a char- 
iter has been issued by British au- 


thorities to Edwin H. Morris, Ltd. 
/ of London. 





Firm will be activated as soon as 
| possible, it’s explained. It will have 
its own plugging staff and separate 
offices. Into the new catalog will be 
transferred all of the songs Dreyfus 
has published here in the past by 
| arrangement with Morris’ American 
| publishing houses, i.e. Morris, May- 
‘fair, Melrose, Burke-Van Heusen, 
| ete. 

Dreyfus recently set up a similar 
;arrangement with Irving Berlin. 
| whose music he has also represented 
|in this country for years. Another 
|American firm which has estab- 
lished a publishing venture here is 
Leeds Music, which entered into a 
reciprocal publishing-house arrange- 
ment with Peter Maurice. Latter 
launched the Leeds offices here 
three weeks ago with a cocktail 
party. First song is “Along Navajo 
Trail,” which Leeds made a hit in 
the U. S. Leeds, in turn, has set up 
Peter Maurice, Inc., in N. Y., and 
will launch it with a song titled, 
“Under the Willow Tree,” which was 
a hit here months ago. 


MUSICIANS UNION IN 
FLA. RACIAL ISSUE 


St. Petersburg, Fla. June 11. 

For the second time within 48 
hours, the American Federation of 
Musicians in convention here found 
itself embroiled last week in a situ- 
ation in which the “minority issue” 
was again projected, this time with 
| Phil Spitalny in the middle of an 
|embarrassing tiff in which a top 
hotel staffer was slugged. 

Spitalny came here with his all- 
|girl orchestra to perform for Pet- 
rillo & Co. Before shoving oft for 
}another date in Savannah, the 
itroupe checked in at the dining 
|room of the town’s No. 1 hotel and 
convention hdqts., the Soreno. 
Pressed for time after the troupe 
had waited for 40 minutes for some 
service, Spitalny spoke to the wait- 
ress and she, in turn, it’s charged, 
chimed in with a derogatory racial 
i crack. Whereupon Spitalny sent for 
ithe hotel staffer who, witnesses 
| testify, reprised the sentiments of 
the waitress. At that point Harry 
Steeper, one of the top AFM execs, 
| intervened and took a resounding 
sock at the guy. 
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Song of the Month—New Twist in Club 
roup Idea—Making Trade Rounds 


There are many variations of the 
Book-of-the-Month Club 
as Records of the Month, etc 


suci 


No 


ee 
iaea, 


comes a “Songs of the Month.” Mu- 


sic publishers in New York were cit- 
cularized on the inception of such 


an organization last week by Robert 
Li Sauer, rormer ownel oO! J 
Musi 

Lissauers idea ' 
sone 2 mont to 
$1, the songs to t 
just gettin: tal I 
Lis wuers 1 t ye 
hits 

The 
in this method, pl aes 
the mpany oing to , 
ers tl regulat 29¢ } ole 
pi for mt c. ic Ve 
paratively small n n tor prout 
Lic jiea Ma I 7 
point out that ‘ ‘ il 
il Cit i] Ct 1 
rel li 1 ] 

P| 

Despite I I 
as laid out cannot wor 

} rootu {oO 1s l 
have told I it 
he corral Litt I 
buvers. tl rm 
( ny to 20c ( D1 ( 
rac currentis Othe ) 
don't care much fe tl ( ( 
tl t there re now too manyv rat 
et¢ that T t musi¢ trade i 

LIS stores 


MG Siarts Dickering 
To Buy Up Remaining 
237, of Big 3 Stock 


As the music trade has anticipated 


ever since Metro’s buyout of Jack 
Robbins’ 26 ot the Robbins. Feist, 
and Miller Music catalogs, the film 
company his set about acquiring 
the remaining small pieces of the 
combine held by four individuals 
whose shares aggregate 25 First 
to proached was ,Domenico 
Savi ho holds 9 of the stock 
the la t of the four small cuts. 
Savino has been with Robbins in 
New York as music editor. com- 
poser, orchestrator, etc., tor the past 
22 years or so If and when the 


deal goes through for the purpose of 
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10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, June 8) 


NS oe aia ck as ROEDER Leeds 
They Say It's Wonderful. . Berlin 
Laughing on the Outside..BMI 
Prisoner of Love Morris 
Sioux City Sue ......> Morris 





They Both Make Noise | 


Al) Through Day....Williamson 
I Didn't Know Enough......C-P 
Full Moon, Empty Arms. Barton 








professional 


Philadelphia, June Ul | I’m Big Girl Now World 
Last week, Jerry Gaghan, | Doin’ What Naturally Berlin 
Daily News gossip columnist, | $< —— 
. . | 
carried an vem t t George | ‘ ‘ 
Evan Frank sit \ 
' 
igen 2 uld 9 fi ; rms ell IC e 
impt for Elliot | 
tra, whe the . 4 I 
it t Pen N | k 
ork | or eS 
Yor! | Lis 
Nex i La i 
é ne ¢ » " e 
1 
rieseane wc.” see | IY POrter SUI 
tha } Vv | 
al 1 1 Oovel Lilac i j 
. ' ‘ Nau } 
prom! ec to take Lt Sini \ on B Avante was assessed 
York with the bai No 1 see , 
> AOS ¢ “ne OS ay n , 
u're double-crossit ne and $2,525 in attorney fees and court 
Evans for tl run costs by Federal Judge John C. 
It took Lawrence a good hail Knex, as a result of his unsuccessful 
) t a) ( = t la ) 4 . 
iasigile infringement suit vs. Cole Porter in 
\ ! ‘ rut ; 
, New York. Court granted the fee 
n-beate 
: application of Port attorne 
ne nh : a mw: » San ] Sil: 1 
TREND stein suit for alleged piracy of hi 
SONG LYRIC unpublished and published works. It 
T leah . ah # is one of the rew Lnstance i the 
VARIETY many plagiarism a infringement 
S i s Ol hut suits filed by Arnstein, that he ha 
; ‘ , e : 0 been nicked for defense co 
l 95 Arnstein had charged that Porter's 
Sie ‘ V Vil oO i OSt 20 care es ’ 
MRS SEN ee hit tunes, “Night and Da Don't 
5 as Ont v] t KNOW Fence Me I he othe wert lifted 
few of the tricks. it seems to me) from his published and unpublished 
ther danvgerol tie shaping ngs Aske to lecide only oO} 
t tee vhethel there been infi 
» via ie double n lyrics ; 
as “e . ment, a jury too ol two how Lo 
U ) ) ! t] ‘hildre ’ 
that men, womel little children | toss Arnstein’s latest case out of 
re listening to on the radio these court It took two weeks to hea 
d testimony, howeve 
The movie industry now tryin} a as 
to untangle a dangerous trend it ° P 
suggestive advertisil and they Philly AFM Lifts Ban 
should throw out some of the ads I] 
in the | N York | . 
have seen in the best New : | E t 
papers. I love smut—but in aj or pecia ven S 
saloon, with middle-aged men. I! Philadelphia, June 11. 
do not like to have my mother 01 The executive board of Local 77, 
my wife hear smut, and although I | American Federation of Musicians, 
have no children, I think I speak | lifted its blacklist on the city-owned 
for quite a few fathers iConvention Hall for tomorrow’s 
In the old days around Tin Pan} (Wed.) pageant, “That We May 
'Alley, occasionally in the sweetest | Live,” stairing Helen Hayes, on the 
type of ballad, a clever lyric writer | ground that the gvent was scheduled 
could legitimately tuck in a few )|before the hall was placed on the 
words that might be interpreted two | Musicians Union unfair list. The 
ways, and it used to help sell a song |local also exempted the Red Cross 
to a publisher and/or an interpre-;|Convention. set to start next week, 
tive artist if the lvriecs showed such | but no other event will be allowed 


know-how 


But today, 








H rly ood, Jui 1] 

F Wall eat ab tiated 
record subsid, ine Lion label iS 
due here ithin month for huddles 
vith studio execs It unticipated 

| that following tall facts ol 
Metro’s entry into platter biz will 
emerge more clearly. 

Dick Powers, Metro's music de- 
partment chief, returned last week 
from New York po ow with 
Walker, and when he. got’ back 
promptly denied current Coast ru- 
mors that Lion would concentrate 
on Metro contractees only, that it] 
would issue albu ouly, ov that it 
would confine music disked to songs 
out of parent company films. Pow- 


NBC, CBS, ABC, Mutual Plugs 


Cement Mixer ae 
Coax Me a Little Bit 


(Peatman System) 

Following are the Most Played songs of the week, May 31-June 6, based 
on the copyrighted survey by Dr. John Peatman’s Ojfice of Research, using 
the Accurate Reporting Radio Log as basis of information in N. Y. 

All Through the Day—i“Centennial Summer” 


were .. «++. Williamson 
~eee Mills 
.Bourne 


| Come Rain Come Shine—*"St. Louis Woman’ ..Crawford 
; Cynthia's In Love D eaPiie Hae, sib DA wale SS .ABC 
: Do You Love Me?—*"*‘Do You Love Me?”.. BVve 
Don't Be a Baby, Baby Triangle 
| Full Moon and Empty Arms Barto) 
Gyp cae , Leeds 
I Don’t Know Enough About You C-P 
I Don’t Know Why Feist 
I'll Be With You in Apple Blossom Time Broacdwa 
I'm a Big Girl No World 
In Love In Vain—i“Centennial Summ T. B. Harms 
In the Moon Mist Shapiro 
It Couldn’t Be Ti Santly-Jo 
I've Got Sun In Morning “Ann Get Yo G Berli 
June Is Bustin’ Out All Ove: . 4. B. Harms 
Laughing On the Outside ‘BMI 
More Than You Kno Miller 
Oh, What It Seemed to Be Santlv-Joy 
One More Tomorrov Remick 
Prisoner of Love Mavtaii 
Shoo Fly Pie ..Capitol 
Should I Tell You I Le Yo “Aroun e Worl C} ell 
Sioux City Sue 
Sti Loy F 
| ¢ IN ) suit S 
They S | W one \ i 1 oO ( B 
We'll Gather Lila ( i t 
Without a Penny In Yo Pocke Global 
+ Filmusical Le ca BMI Lic ed 


WALKER PLANS STUDIO Coast to Get Its Fill 
SESHES ON LION WAX 


ers pointed out that the recordin: 
division would operate as does any 
pep-plattery, issuing all types of 


disks and fostering any performer or 


Of Sepia Name Bands 
After Barren Period 


Hollywood, June 11 
Relatin deaith of colored name 
bands working on Coast will be cor- 
rected soo! About half of one eX- 
tant il concentrate in thi area 

during sttmmer and early autumn 
Jimmy Luneceford currently — is 
fone-niting around and will linger fo 


vaudate at Lincoln, L. A., week of 
July 16. Duke Ellington is due in 
late June for vaude and swing con- 
certs, which will occupy band into 
August. Lucky Millinder plays week 
jot Aug. 6 at Lincoln and Sept. 3 at 
Million Dollar theatre, filling in 
interim with one-niters Joe Lis- 
gins’ Honeydrippers summer here- 
abouts, after six months in east, 
Lionel Hampton is booked for Aug. 
20 stanza at Million Dollar, plus one- 
niters and probable ballroom stand. 


Negro all-girl orch, International 


Sweethearts of Rhythm, set for both 








{o use union musicians at Convention | COMO it could obtain and thought | local vaudfilmers during July 

his holdings, he will remain with Mr, Editor, I am almost ashamed to | Hall until the authorities of the aud-|4 Potential sales success, | Eddie Hevwood opened last night 
the publishing house It had been’ say I am a lyrie writer, for I am/itorium signs an agreement v ith | - - — | «Mion ) at Trocadero nitery for eight 
rumored that he wes dismissed as ashamed of a lot of the lyrics I hear |! the union. | weeks Louis Jordan is inked for 
of Monday (10) with their not-so-sly double mean-!| Convention Hall and its adjoining | Col. Ups Ad Budget | September vaude and loeg stand at 

Others holding Robbins-Feist- ings. Occasionally they make even |! Commercial Museum were declared Columbia Records has boosted its | Billy Berg's nitery. Cootie Williams 
Miller shares, who will probably be me blfish when I am alone with my unfair when the city refused the} budget for national advertising an- has lined up both vaudates available 
approached one by one to sell out. radio! In a business (music busi- | local’s demand that all events re-| other $350,000 this year. Extra coin | here. in November, while Erskine 
are Jack Bregman, former Robbins ness) that has grown so fast in the | quiring music be made to hire a will be devoted exclusively to | Hawkins is set for same deal in Oc- 
exec but now a partner in Breg-: past few years, why doesn't some-|minimum of 15 musicians The , underwriting ads in slick n ags such | tober, 
men, Vocco & Conn, Bernard Prager | body check this trend before it gives | board of trustees of Convention Hall ,as Life, Time, etc., in behalf of both | ~— 
and Stephen Levitz. Each owns everybody who is in it a black eye? | claimed that the city, which staged | pop and classical artists. Marion Cox is the new Duke El- 
4%, shares, Lest two are Robbins Why not? |no events itself, could not be a party| Above coin is over and above the|lington vocalist replacing Joya 
execs. Pat Ballard. /|to such a pact, annual ad budget. Sherril. , 
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ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


Lyric by RALPH FREED 





799 Seventh Avenue, N. Y. 19 


















| BIG HITS rrom mom's “NO LEAVE, NO LOVE” 


ALL THE TIME 


S| 


Music by SAMMY FAIN 


LOVE ON A GREYHOUND BU 


Lyric by RALPH BLANE and KAY THOMPSON 





Music by GEORGE STOLL 





BERNIE SCHERER Prot WB... 
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by the writers of OH WHAT IT SEEMED TO BE | 


ftecorded 1007 Pip 
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on.” OU”: OR EQODR eR CARN BAL oT: eee eB 
o § tiem Pa BORGE WEISS Ze 
= Chorus 
« Slowly and expressively 
( BROW AIO BE at aes 
t ee ee Fe ee os 1 i et ne ee = $ 
| NOWATIME TET | = 
| e queue How long can your lips live with-out a_ kiss? SUR- i! 
| | _ = ——_— bp — |_| _|— } | (i 
REN - DER, I beg you SUR- REN - DER, How K 
| \ ‘Fe 
ar : FS: 22S — as : is 
———# ra ie = — met ‘ 
iong can your heart re- sist? Tit bring == you ii 
aaa | i 
® 
iy 
H |} 
‘ ‘Al 
P ie 
: i, 
w } 
Ou Ne , | J be un - true So pane be ten der 4 
A nounreinl t M ; t rf ;—+t = — ——7 ia 
x \ , vv r s\5- . ws. TF '; rt 
W 1 pecerdin onth int ys anc? and dar-ling, SUR - REN - at And love mA 4 
er? of . , <A a 
~~ corey ca “i p —1 | +—— f : =! 5 
yuo - eo rr | 
prt? I love you. SUR. YOU. am BY 
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‘ Ison’ Sesh 
00 Cl bs ‘Taps, Kapp in ‘Jolson ses ands at ote ’s 
ene e- l er om 0 e S u Hollywood, June 11, . e 
sic romotion 
Jonie Taps, a b - py Covers § Yfota: 
chief for Columbia Pictures, flew Weeks Bast, carers 
N. Y ver weekend to discuss ye ee p Date 
Pa Mark i . Inkin IX- ee act a Rig Meg Decca Records’ 4 Pineapple*L exington” ‘C300; T5c-$1.50). .eeeeseee 19 1,650 41.125 
mec ‘an stein the plattery is|Jerry Wald*...., New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)..++0006. 10 = 1,650 19,100 
| aaaeine wtakals will include songs | George Paxton, «» Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 3 1,775 5.450 
Tex Beneke-Glenn Mille orcehe> ; pre ing, chu | Xavier gat, ... Waldorf 0; $2 ae 3975 Qo 
tra rte een signed i the 400 Club lfrom “The Jolson Story” film biog. = A to ee "mote avait cane cis $1. 50). ; ~ o 7 925 
a has been Sig! : . . t é . » eeereeeeeeee rater 6.01) 
N. Y., to o} Dec. 12 for six weeks, Sues Preps Terplayers | Confab will clear up number ol Alvino Rey... ; Antes COR BE Oe _. 3.800 8.150 
at a price ha tops anything thal Hollywood, June 11. sides to be embraced, which tunes, | UU 
spot has ever paid Outhit 1 : t a ; adi Sian somalen’ director © and what tie-ins can be eltected | e Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. New York er has ice sh ow; 
a $4,750 weekly guarantee, plus the) os oes i VY olefin . for mutual exploitation | Lexington, an Hawaiian floor show, 
f $1950 in cove th a 50 E Canto NBC airsh lou zs ip = eel eS 
Se ) B M ready it | une 
) Lhe ilt It 4 7 
i 4 8 1d for 3 | Chicago | 
fit ie ee F pi ' ¥ s ex{ ove | Sherman Hayes (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465; $1.50-$2.50 in.). 
e Teaco ( t J ind . ; i | Continuing steady climb to 3,100 
(6 R y, Jo panning rae: } Ernie Heckscher (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $1.50-$2.50 min.) 
Booki of the Be Miller , roll e venture, and it's likel | Up again to 2,700 after falling off last week 
combo it # the 400 was virtually a Corp. of America W S. On a S$ Stephen Kisley (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel; 900: $3-$3.30 
forego! : OF is Sp min.). Following the trend with a jump to 5,700. 
one in J Y. that could aft to p = ao Buddy Rich (Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 950; $1.50-$2.50 n .. 2a 
the unusually large ban ° Hollywood, Junk to 4,500 but still not good for this large spot. 
consists of seve} brass. five sax, fou a I. High School Band | The Songwriters Protective pl Ted Straeter (Empire Room, Palmer House: 590: $3-$3.50 min ), Straeter, 
rhythm, 14 stri plus Beneke, a | clation is preparing a new basic | Gi} Lamb and Nip Nelson doing a fancy 5,500. 
auartet. etc. Up until now. Tomms k t M re Pro AFMers' agreement for publishers. Fred Ah-| Orrin Tucker (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel: 630: $3-$3.50 min.) Shot 
D sey was drav ing top mone . 7 0 0 | lert, songwriter, and John Schulman, | up to 6,200 for the biggest take in months 
rm ay 400 due t : th fact r at he i me the music biz when | attorney, left Tuesday (11) for New eens 
rom tt! 1 e tac ear I ‘ as : . 
en led th Nat M operato! } rust ra oe , into the band! York after extended meetings with 
7a | i With Né Moss, ym» itol KX } l reaking ! 
= a ' eid ' ssid had to spend a couple of | Sig smun 1 Romberg, Frank Loesser, | Los Angeles 
when the spot debutec naa | I I . toacet Nee . ; 
\ fit ra combos before | Arthur Schwartz, Ira Gershwin, Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Climbed some to 4,000 tabs 
7 i the {1 change their Bach to Harry Ruby and Ferde Grote to Russ Morgan (Biltmore: 900; $1-$1.50). General uptrend helped ring up 
0 nd qual f dance ! ather ideas for new clause $350 cove! 
New Long Island Spot i: form pniprirovigetaytevessonyinre © ‘- 
° ° » col many current evils in- ' i H | 
Debuting With Byrne was a time, too, when high school | cluding the issue of weekly and Location — Not in Hotels 
music classes terminated the year’s monthly songesheets which compete . 
N. Y.’s Long Island, which hasn't activities with a pretentious recital, ! with regular sheet music sales and | v (Chicago) . 
had a name band spot for years, i 1 feature of which was a fluffy |; . theta athe Siete Will Back (Aragon; 90c-$1.15). Back did average 12,000 
: rel I yao “s a pe Poe E i J S il tea re ol . ry . rein : i’ ya oli publishers reel nan Charley Barnet (Rainbo: $1-$1.25) Jimmy Dorsey closed 1 hursdav (6 
eet ne note. l adaaltiol t( t ++], +9 10 counter fy ! vo . tare z ” 
roadsid tery bought by the Mc ae <i } : | ! ) ut sian Barnett in Friday (7) to close week at so-so 9,000. 
oO Side nitery uUusNnt | > c= i e¢ fou while oOUNndaINE out ae _ es . A e = Se dr : : 
Farland Twins at Northport hich | Rachmanit oft’ rutile in C Sharp is ; x Billy Bishop (Blackhawk; 500; $2-$2.50 min.). Bishop hitting stride with 
ne “Seba tien oa a 3,100 
will house m r band. Newest spot | Mino Wh M | os ' s ou : 
ol el ( t : * Min I . . iteman S usica Gay Claridge (Chez Paree: 650: $3-$3.50 min.). Same old storv: Dan! \ 
is the Paraglide ica it which [That's all over for some kids In Th : Hed 6.000 
goes in Io “night lates Mon- Town i cita as week a S | t t y t S nomas pulled 6, | 
. a on . , as COCmee) tas ' +) a u e 0 e on Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter: 700: $3-$3.50 min.). Dropned a bit but still 
day evenings, starting next week picked group of Long Island high } 
(17) with Bobby Byrn school musicians held their annual Pl M (¢ bl healthy 4,000 
S . 1] | ] neert High spot of the evening ugger ose um e Benny Strong (Trianon: 90c-$1.t5). Down, but still okay 11.000 
Spot normally a local nitery. concert. b! we VE SESS a 
For the ballroom-style operation all | ‘ hile the longhairs curled, Ww is a One of the deftest pic plug for (Lee Anaeies) 
: bs eae. A a ar eae ee nall combo arrangement of “How (the upcoming “Night and Day” | . ¥ ; 
chairs and tables will be removed I . , ‘ . : 
gn ‘ ; aera, | Rete 1 ¢] ] ,” wed 1 ¢ ' ‘ ) , 4 Sammy Kaye (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 6th wk.). Finale stanza okay 
. -c wav a canac ; ve High the Moon,” followed up by | filmusical (Cole Porter biog), took 
In this way a capacity of 1,500 can , ” 1 with 24.000 admishes 
be achieve That's not enough the 40-piece orch in “Yesterday on extra values Monday night (10) | ~wily age nbs ; , 
ve achieved. hat ne enough Pigg i Pa saw af Files eg ee ae Jan Garber, Bobby Sherwood (Avodon, B, Los Angeles, 4th wk.). Holi- 
room to allow the booking of more It's all part of the policy ot Glenn | over ABC network because of its | 50 ‘ 
expensive, top name b.o pe bit Brown, musical director of Long ! salute to Mose Gumble. dean of con- day filled out nitty 15,000 or 7 . . . 
it’s figu ed to be able to do nicels Island H. S., who ran the sock show, tact men. As Paul Whiteman, maes- t] “i reer a” B, South Gate, 4th wk.). Bowout frame a dull 
wae Str Oa es ie op. and the audience was amazed tro of his “Forever Tops” program, | "UG, at ¥,/00 aamishes 
with medium-rated combos. Foi grow fives two re; s for his Ae er goth ne AE ap ? " Eddy Oliver, Eddie Heywood (Trocadero, N, Hollywood, 4th & Ist wks.), 
Byrne’s date admission vill be Brown gives two reasons for his | saluted “Old Man Mose,” it shaped : 
yrne : aa . admission W1 C unusual (for schools) theory. and it pa olid musical howmanshiy Both rooms nice 3,000 covers. 
begged at $1.25 per. agian ert ing “tals : 2 as 5 IUMslt< SHOW MANSOLp — Sn ee — 
, they are any indication of a trend ncide nt illv, this made it the second 
——————— packs a Nop for the music busi- | sentimental - showmanship indulged p F W bi | Pelham Heath Inn, N. Y. Herman 
ne oy it : S he ki to — th and } | | | 
® ! eaye equip th | a in this past week, both with a Hol orsey’ $ emme ar er | Shubert, owner, running golf driv- 
herined and Di On a paying Dasi lywood hook, the other being Metro 
also teach them basic principles of | «5 ; ; ST REET SET M T U ‘P| h contest for bandleade! musie 
TOP HIT OF YESTERDAY 9 teaches them basic principles of +39 Years in show business” party tor May Turn Up in Playshop’ 
i musie through pop stuff, a me MA | tinue Durante - |men, newspapermen, June 290 
: : t! iacerstand Tommy Dorsey combining his 
| GREAT POPULAR Whiteman skillfully blended “Ja | yong na, ' 
} , , ‘ te : lor hunt for a new vocalist with — a " 
More tha a qaozen yo : * and “Forever Blow B le - 
STANDARD TODAY At ive gone straight out of the ~cag ‘ — A a ‘ exploitation for his “Playshop” Mu- 
: ie Seka tek AO sitll mets both cirea 1919, a the keynote to il net program Fridays at 10 p.m. 
them with name outfit since Brov pee igh nebetig- te Bur : , Leader has bee eeking a femme 
- stituted the new curriculum — . bre s ate ° ck | er , «i sh warbler suitable to his needs for | 
‘ >» couple of years ago. Should this org pac =A ee edie one aha months and requires one more than 
‘ Stare 5, decimal Seren ¢ = cer scripting the audience Bot tne | aver since letting the “Sentiment- 
) \ ¢ S r ¢ : vel Lice € 4 
din M- G-M 5 policy prov succes ful ove 1 period idea that behind every song. hit aH Beets a on 
Feature of time. especially in the eyes of , —— ahh Ris lists mme quartet out 
NGS Twice other educators. it could well mean | “7° ther by Cole Porter ov others, ‘Dp " , | 
E POSTMAN ALWAYS R en pagent: Feed ty tl ae there’s the plugger who helps Mutual-"Playshop” gag is a con- | 
W i Rec - ener ep eae ener ree “make” the hits. With Clark Dennis, , test. with entrants shipping photos | 
marKet, ‘ 2 = ‘ ‘ a P 
F< this particular concert. ar- | Eugenie Baird and the Buddy Weed and disked samples of vocal qualifi- | 
ws ap a FE iw ial Sa : Trio for vocal assists. Pops White- | cations to Dorsey via any one of | 
rangements o rea aring, sammy — ee ; a os ; 4° : lias ert -sts 7 
Kaye, Bob Shaw. and other profes- | ™an ran a strong Porteriana gamut the net's 500-odd stations. Aspirants | 
ave, ONnaw. ¢c Cl Ss ; - pn ‘ aiee : — 5 : eu Qe 
sionals were made available to the ftom “Beguine” through “What Is | must be between 18 and 26. 
i WAY high schoolers, Alumnus trumpeter This Thing Called Love,” aay | a 
Sty} = “rT o io} } xs”? > Ee rpts ¢ ( } ¢ lv t 1e | | 
Bill Strickland arranged “How High 09 excerpts, and finall, T ° , ‘ 
” - - ONT pam ee” ee Thy ™ TOS 4 N 
| i the Moon.” and trombonist John Night and Day pavoff. The film, N.O. Drives for I unds To 
DA WHITING Ross did “Yesterdays.” Ross has | Warner-produced, culls its music \faintain Symph Pop Orch 
Words by RICHAR ; | played with Shorty Sherock and Jess | from its own music subsids, hence | New Orleans. June 11 | 
ic by NEIL MORET | Stacey. the extraordinary soOngplug buildup. | : 8 eects a. 
Music DY iON Other numbers for the evening | with Gumble giving it a new and | Volunteer group has been formed | 
music CORPORAT were “Hey-Ba-Ba-Re-Bop,” “Smoke | punc!y fillip, Abel. | here to launch a guaranty fund of 
ROBBINS Gets in Your Eves.” “If I Loved ey a | $125,000 to aid in maintaining the New 
You.” “All the Things You Are” and ngs, : 1 : = = Orleans Symphony Orchestra and 
others, some featuring a chorus of 40. rriangle, Song Hits Ask | the Summer “Pop” concerts and to 
pit meee eet SOR Dismissal of ‘Paducah’ Suit “provide good music w ithin the 
Ba on Pa : range of the average income.’ H. C. 
for new artist copies and BAKALEINIKOFF’S N. Y. BATON Triangle Music Corp. and Song} parker js general chairman of the 
arrangements write or phone Hollywood, June 11. Hits Guild, in answers filed in New j fund. 
PHIL KORNHEISER, Manager, a : oe cea aspen York federal court to Harry Kipp’s | Active solicitation will begin 
® for Nev York Friday (14) to pre- . , ; aa a a PP ar ~ a Bhs : 
4 : . suit for alleged a ypropriatlon Of his ; shortly by 150 volunteer workers 
Standard Exploitation Dept., pare for all-Tschaikow sky concert at I 4 I 4a l who will seek pledges { . firms 
‘ Me ' , common-law copyrighted tune, a. | _ seex ge s 
The Big 3, 1619 Broadway, Carnczie Hall June 19. ee See ee ee ea eee, en ee 
New York 19, Ciecle 6-2939 RKO musical director is first of ducah,” ask for dismissal "9 the a ee I 
such film maestros ever to lead the complaint on the greund Kipp is | BOURNE, nc. 
é N. Y. Philharmonic Orchestra. guilty of waiting too long to com- | ,,2Y Heatherton band set for St. 799 SEVENTH AVE.. NEW YORK !3. N 
— —— = ~ ; - = _ | Moritz hotel, N. Y., starting June 20. 
mence action, Therefore, he is . a 
lf barred from maintaining the suit " aienen 
Song Hits admits that Kipp sub- ‘ : : She 
3 BRAND NEW UNPUBLISHED SONGS jf mitted a poem entitled “Paducah,” | , . a 
. fin March, 1943, and that Triangle = 
We Hope Recording Companies, Performing Artists J published a tune called “Paducah,” s 
. ° . ° } nm Oct., 1943, composed by Harrys 
And Potential Publishers Wil! Like: Warren and Lee Robin. which was 
used in the Fox film “The Gang’: 
LITTLE BUTTERFLY \ll Here.” But, Song Hits claims ¥ 
that Kipp had knowledge of the fact 


| 
| 





(Don’t Fly Too High) 
By MOE JAFFE, CLAY BOLAND and PAT BALLARD (ASCAP) 


DID YOU EVER CRY 


By PAT BALL:.20 ord BERMARD M“°LTIN (ASCAP) 
JUST A LITTLE BIT LATE 
By PAT BALLARD (ASCAP) 


Advance Black and White Copies Available 
Write BALLARD, 50 Chippewa Road, Mohegan Park, 
Tuckahoe, N. Y. 





ind had consented and approved the 
publication 


by Triangle. 


and licensing of the 


Veloz & Yolanda Toners?! 

















lumbia filmusical “Thrill of Brazil’ 


tune | 


Hollywood, June 11. 

Veloz and Yolanda are planning 
erection of a ballroom here. which 
will bear name of terp twain 

According to team, terpery will 
tolerate no form of hoofing othe: 
than the gliding art, jam bands will 
not be used and jitterbugging will 
be thumbed off premises. Dancers | 
currently are being lensed in Co-| 
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| OF THE TOWN 


By SYMES, NEIBURG, LIVINGSTON 




















| : SANTLY-JOY, 


Inc. 


1619 Broadway, New York Ti ees 
| i Tommy Valando, Gen. Prof. Mar. ee ee 
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“o When shad-ows fall up - my room, My lone-ly one and on,« ly 
tin, of x 
erie’ Sing’ typ At RS. had Bb9 
1 O11, “Mg , Menge eo h — — 
is iy ¢ ‘we * as 
! Ra pt Re — ae wo 
- "Arto, vis-ion of you clos- es. A ris-ing STAR~- LIT’ REV- ER- 
De ob e ae T i t — — T = — =. t 1 += — | 
_ : ~ aoe s— -¢—— e nal I t } es 
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\ te Eb — 
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O41 Ab 
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- ce Selecteg moon —— ap- proves this of love. Soon you will be 
t ‘Son : 
© Week: on my 9 of Ab Abm , Bbg(+5) Eb l 
s s Pro. _ T T oa t 
inn + 
~DANNY ne 10. 
y O'NEIL then J will be dream- ing of you. The shad-ows now ap - pear to be 
" , 
Ab Eb “Fz C7bY F9 
. bo ; 
oe More real than real re - al - i - ty; A vis-ion of you dis - pos-es_— 
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e n . ’ L ; — 
: fine ballads,» > — jo SS 
: ~- GRAY GORDON o i—+—-—# 
} STAR- LIT.  REV- Iz. — 
} Copyright 1945 by Stuart Music Inc. 17 East 49th St. New York, N.Y, 
Lyric by Muse by 
JOHNNY STUART JOHNNY KLEIN a 
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— GORDON MacRAE 
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Critical Paper Situation Cues Order | ‘Carmer, to Open Bow! 


“Carmen,” produced by _ Boris 
Morros and conducted by Leopold 


° ° I) . 
Stoppage Unless Shipments Arrive Sst coon te helen 


performance July 10 
Paper situation in the music busi- * | Winnifred Heidt, Ramon Vinay, 


ness has reached the critical stage Lorraine Partnered 





James Pease and Marina Koshetz 


. w among will head the cast 
Supply has dropped so low among . > 
the various lithographers who tu! In ARA Subsid Pubs mn aondiaied 
out piano copies, orchestratior Hollywood, June 11 d 
ead shee tc. for publishe that : . ° 
= a a os toppe ol Sid Lorraine, who has been gen- L.A. Symph Gets Or er. 
1e ear they will be ypp 00 
tom Utne nt ma ing Carol Music, Inc., and 5 ° ° 
om filling orate S ‘ dottls ] Hik 
begin afrriy : ter-f Stanley Music, last week s l e or usI ers 
If it hadn't been for OPA restric- was made a partner in companies by Los Angeles, June 11. 
tions, the n ec industry might t! Mark Leff. prexy of ARA, t pop Flat $15 per k pel 1a 
non ss ,; . ‘ I t \ l H Cl A ked rf | ) AT SVM 
) I i A 
1OE Se i Avo . ) ‘ \ ociation rv Loca yy ?) 
l f pa ’ y N.Y } t-« eave-it ba l ) ) 
Swed Ap t ( S ve , le ids. duplicate of a 
VALC \ ‘ , e diske as subsids to publish | recently obtained from Hollywood 
Some ol e printers kne ) sones acquired by ARA for waxing. Bowl Assn., and stated men will get 
the boats and sought to buy up thell Forme: BMI-afliliate: latter re- boost, or there will be no sympn 
cargoes, but the OPA turn me>| cently made bid for ASCAI® mem- | performances, : 
down on the theory that the price |} .ichip. Lorraine has fronted both Windjammers now are pegged at 
wii} ; ) } , ana " en rakly . TT .y ances 
of the paper, pius im ort Xt _ ~ since they were formed. $70 weekly for eight performan 
other charges, would bring the as eat same number they would perform 
overall cost above OPA ceilings in under new ticket. With rehearsals } 
this country. Hence, the paper Vv 


: . sure to run well beyond eight, it is 
noi allowed into this country. Jt Cosmo Tuskegee Disks | cxtimatea th: 2 wil aver 
oe}! 


mated that musikers will average 
Wa returned to Swe 


. d $115 per stanza, including overtime. 
To Scholarship Fund|*525,czst tating oerting, 


the or-else proposa nee union of- 
Dp 4: f ‘ 


NOVAILLI accruing tron e } of : ‘ I ! ’ | 
, , 1 . ] > ncilals are st ll st Petersb rg, | 
ASCAP Nipping Song disks made for Cosmopolitan Rec- + A ALC l in ¢ rsburg 


., ‘ Fla.. where they attended AFM con- 
Ol by the Chapel Choi of ’ i — 


Shark Pubs i ” Bud Tuskegee Institute will be chan- vention 


neled into a Cosmo memorial schol- 
American Society ol! ni} tS, | arship 


Pat te woe) mh emery os DUKE’S COAST DATES 

Authors and Publishers is out after | Booker T. Washington. Coin, which 
song shark publishers. Society’s | would normally go to the institute, | in, Hollywood, June Lt, 
complaint committee last week had | will be augmented by Cosmo with |, Joe Zacca, operator OF Meadow- 
a Chicago publisher on the carpet) part of its own profits. ~e t dancery, a pene a Duke 
for irregular activities and expelled Choir, which recently performed caiecuaa we i aos 7 Pence 
him from the orgenizatiot Others | st Constitution Hall, Washin gton, the mn = $5,000 - ainst 60% of serous 
ore O08 Kae hm first Negro talent to work the aud, Ellington is becked lake Meadow- 

Chi pub discharged from member- | made 32 sides for Cosmo, 20 of . . : — . 


brook for three four-day weekends 


Ship was Robert De Leon, owner of | which will following Shrine date at a _ price 


be released in album 
a firm bearing his name. He’s also a 


form during the next six months 


vals" { H . . & >) Week } 
n er of ASCAP as a songwriter | Some of them will go into a inter- on” ee a ne ee 
ne this affiliation with the society | faith album to be released by the , 
wa allowed to stand. He was;|company including musical works | 
charged with irregular activities in|from the Jewish. Catholic and Gene Gold, former arranger, has 
dealings with amateur songwriters | Protestant faiths. Choir 


in the middle west tf 59 voices | tail band dept. 


Music Notes 


Stan Kenton’s orchestra cut six pop sides and flock of transcriptions for 
Capitol last week on Coast....Smiley Burnette will warble own composi- 
tion, “I'd Make a Hit With You,” in forthcoming Columbia film, “Outlaw 


| Tamer” Spade Cooley cut four sides for Columbia Records over week- 


end....Diana Lynn over weekend waxed first two of six sides of piano- 
plinking album she’s making for Capitol Records....Edmund Goulding, 
directing “Razor's Edge” for 20th-Fox, has cleffed two tunes for film, 





lth = week on RKO’s “Beat the Band” filmusical Cliff Ogden, 


is composed | joined Music Corp. of America cock- | 











We are proud to announce 
we have just acquired the 


EXTENSIVE CATALOGUE 


OF 


L. B. CURTIS 


MUSIC PUBLISHER 


Containing FAVORITE STANDARDS 
SUCH AS 


DRIFTING and DREAMING 

ROSES FOR REMEMBRANCE 
SAN 

INK OF ME 

THINKING OF YOU 

HONEY DATS ALL 


and many others 


Burke and Van Heusen, Ine. 


New York ® Hollywood @ Chicago @ 





Cincinnati 

















Larry Barnett, Music Corp. of se ir 
| America band-booker, on Coast from | MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
|N. Y. office for two-week visit to |] 1619 Broadway New York 19 


pee currently disk-dating in Holly 
| wood for 4 Star Records, set for ine | 


| set for three weeks at Sherman’s, 
| San Diego, opening June 27. Wilson 
|; Humber crew follows July 19. 


|for summer at the Palm Beach 
| Casino, Cannes .. . Al Jennings and | MOOD FOR LOVE 
| his British all colored orchestra is 

| first local band to visit Italy since 


M ee 
|the war. Start 12 weeks tour June usiCc by eee 





“Dark Is The Night” and “J’'Aime Ta Pomme” .Gene Krupa pre-scoring 


western 


Sal rep of Capitol Transcriptions, returns to Hollywood office today 
(Wed.) trom month’s trek through Southwest Rov Roge Dale Eva 
and Sons of the Pioneers doing five songs in Republic’s “Home in Okla- 
homa”™ Lou Levy has commissioned Don Raye to put English lyrics 
to French songhit, “Pigalle.” which Leeds Music will publish in this coun- 
Jin \ and Mildred Muleay signed for records by Sonora A] 
Porgie and Nick Campbell, pubs, on Coast for visit from N. Y. office 
Kay Marx has joined Hollywood office of Mills Music, replacing Glove: 
Carlson, who has shifted over to 20th-Fox publicity Aaron Gonzales, 


orchestra leader current at Bevhills hotel. Beverly Hills, Calif., forming 
own music pub firm, Azteca Publishers, primar‘ly to issue own composi- 
tions Jack Ecoff, Mills Music standard catalog salesman, on Coast foi 


week from N. Y. headquarters, contacting schools and musical organiza- 


| tions....Abe Olman, newly named chief of Robbins-Feist-Miller, due on 
| Coast from N. Y. on Juiy 1 on combination vacash and huddle with Metro 
studio execs....Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adamson signed to write 
songs for Republic’s “Calendar Girl.” First stint for team at studio 
Arthur Piantadosi out as Coast songplugger for Melody Lane Pub firn 
will no longer employ Hollywood tune-tout Carl Zoehn eneral sales 
| manager of E. B. Marks Music, back in N. Y. after semi-annual trek to 
| Coast on biz check....Boyd Raeburn band last week finished cutting its 


| first album, for Jewel Records....Jack Fina, who lef? Freddy Martin 
| orchestra to form own crew, will disk two albums for Mercury Records 
Emery Deutsch en route from N. Y. to Coast to open Hollywood outpost of 
| his Emery Music Co....Robert Bailey over weekend narrated children’s 
album for Bel-Tone Records. Ted Sills scripted and directed Bill 
| Rawak appointed eastern sales manager of Musicraft Reco1 

Jules Munshin, of “Call Me Mister,” waxed five numbers from the show 
| for Stinson label....Stinson-Asch releasing new album by Josh White 

| Package Music, Inc., has been incorporated to conduct a music and the- 
atrical business in New York. Bernard Haas, New York, is a director and 


filing attorney, 


On the Upbeat 


| Convention Hall Asbury Park, for the Summer... Burt Firman 
N. J.. will have dour Mutual and two! band was to have opened for Clif 
CBS wires weekly when Harry} Fischer at his Les Ambassadeurs 
James starts week-stands June 29 Paris, but has suddenly switched 


.. Les Elgart orchestra due for shot | over to the opposition, the Bagatelle. 
lat Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook . . Gray Gordon orchestra opens 
Tex Beneke-Glenn Miller combo. for two weeks at Vogue Terrace,Pitt., 
did $7,062 gross plus tax at Hershey Friday (14), following Ina Ray Hut- 


Park. Hershey. Pa. Saturday (8),' ton .. . Closed for dancing since 
‘just 30c under Vaughn Monroe's Summer of 1942, Pines, Pitt., has re- 
pre\ ous date ... June Davis joins opened with Bill LeRoy’s orchestra. 
Georgie Auld band as vocalist... Band was there when spot. shut 


Bobby Byrne returns to Roseland | down and job's the first location foi 
Ballroom. N. Y. Sept. 18 for eight | LeRoy since his discharge from the 
‘ 


weeks . . . Gene Krupa returns to; Army as a lieutenant... Bill Bickel, 
Aquarium Restaurant, N. Y. Aug. 22 | after three years in the Marines, has 
for three weeks ... Columbia Rec- |Tejoined the Baron Elliott orch as 
ord execs huddle in Bridge port, pianist and arranger , Cats and 


‘Conn. next week (17) ... Dinah|A Fiddle have replaced Four Blazes 

|Shore in N. Y. for vacash ... Elm \at Tropical Bar, Pitt... Lee Kelton’s 

| City four signed by Deluxe Records | WJAS, Pitt, staff band into West 
Lou Schroedter band nearing | View Park for a run. 

four-year mark at Mayflower hotel, 

Jacksonville ... Gary Stevens, for- | 


| 
| mer Charlie Spivak vocalist, out of 


: + 
| Army .. . Hal McKusick jumped “Absent-Minded’ 
|from Bovd Raeburn to Al Donahue 
sax section at Saltair, Salt Lake City By BURT MILLER 
. Decca Records declared 30c 
divvy to capital stockholders as of Super Novelty Song 
i June 29... Eileen Farrell signed FOR 
to Columbia Records ... Ben Adler 
doing Deluxe Records promotion... ‘TOP-DRAWER' 
Sunny Skylar to Mercury Records PERFORMERS 
... Jerry Colonna into N. Y. today 
| (Wed.) to start one-nighters route PROFESSIONAL COPLES NOW 
with Billy Butterfield band and| 
'show at Totem Pole, Auburndale,|| Brown & Henderson, Inc. 
| Mass., Saturday (15), 1650 Broadway 











New York 19 


Bobby Beers age ar vocalist | 
with Lawrence Welk orch, back from 
| Pacific and interned at Ce orona Naval 
‘hosp (Los Angeles) with rheumatic || Always Sung — All Ways Popular 
fever. He is expected to rejoin Welk | MILLS PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS 
in three months...Deuce Spriggens’ 


| western band into Rancho, River- | STARS FELL ON 
'side, Calif., for indef stand...Sal | 

Elardi, trumpeter, and Dal Dattore, | ALABAMA 
alto sax, have quit the Buddy Rich | ° 

iband. Jerry Thirkeld replaced lat- | IT MUST BE TRUE 
jter...Russell Klein is seventh re-| 
|turning vet to rejoin Freddy Mar- 


tin... Bill Gene has re- formed a lo-| JUST Aa GIRL 
; piece bana on Coast and is break ing | 
lin combo with string of one- alters THAT MEN FORGET 




















—— 








old stamping grounds...Al Dona- | 


def run at Claridge hotel, Memphis, Top Tunes for Your Books 
starting Aug. 2 Arthur Van band | - . 
An All-Time Favorite 


PM IN THE 


. Gino Arbib is setting Jack Harris 


17... Maurice Wi ‘k band book 
for Deaville Cocina: June ta socked || JIMMY McHUGH 








Nat Allen band, takes over from Published by 
| Ambrose at Ciro’s London, middle ROBBINS 
iJuly when latter goes to Monte Carlo 
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N. 0. French Quarter Ops in Panic 


As State, Local 


New Orleans, June ll. ¢ 

Crusade by the State Revenue De- 

partment to clean out night spots 

operating  ille gally in the French 

Quarter got underway in earnest 

here this past week and the panic is 
on among operators, 


State department agents closed 
three spots on charges of operating 
bars without proper permits and 
concealing violations. Most promi- 


nent club to feel the impact of the 
drive was the Brown Derby. It was 
closed, according to Pierre LaBarre, 
head of the New Orleans office of the 
revenue force, because Joe | 
who held the license with | 
Albert P. Thibodeaux, had served a | 
prison term and thus was not en- 
titled to a permit. 
Almerico also faced charges Friday 
refilling whiskey bottles 
inferior to their labelled 
Charged with him were 
O'Connor and John Zech- 
bartenders. All were released 
$500 bond. 





state 
Almerico, 


(7) of 
with liquor 
contents. 
Thomas 
enelly, 


under 





‘arlier in the week, revenue | ° 
Bross closed the Little Club and the 

Goat House, for “health and other 
violations.” 

As a result hot spot operators in 
the historic area, which attracts 
tourists like bees to honey, are 
plenty worried over who's next, 
They no longer have the Old Regu- 
lar regime, which in the past decade 
has permitted the Vieux Carre’s night 
club area to sink into a sorry state 
of degredation. It was dismaying to 
all those who wanted the preserve 
the old French Quarter as a great 
civie asset and heirloom. Every ef- 
fort to compel the more offensive hot 
spots to obey the laws and to keep 
them out of the hands of “police 
characters” was promptly rebuffed. 

With the reform administration 
and reorganized police force now 
running things, the area has taken 
on a different aspect. Shows have 
been cleaned up, “B” girls have dis- 
appeared, and the places have taken 
on a sanctimonious look for the first 
time in many years. 

Nix Gambling 





the whole town has become 
Gambling is out. Mayor | 
De Lesseps “Chep” Morrison's at- | 
tempt to legalize the pastime has 
been given a kick in the promise by 
the state legislature. Quite a chunk 
of the population which made its 
living off gambling is out of work 
as a result. But Orleanians, who 
like their gambling, are not wanting. 


In fact, 
“saintly.” 


They simply cross into St. Ber- 
nard and Jefferson parishes, where 
games are flourishing. 

It's been nearly a quarter of a 


century since New Orleans has been 
so “well-behaved,” old timers say. 
But they recall that the last time 
this old city had a reform adminis- 
tration, things turned for the worse, 
and four years later the Old Regu- 
lars came back stronger than ever. 
Now they're wondering whether his- 
tory will repeat itself. 

Special agents A. H. May, Jr., and 
Jack F. Govan are continuing their 
inspections of French Quarter hot 
spots under orders from Roland 
Cocreham, director of the state rev- 
enue department, to “show no 
mercy” Cocreham intimated that 
many spots are under scrutiny, 


AGVA N.0. REP JAILED 
ON ABANDONMENT RAP 


New Orleans, June 11. 

Allen P. Nickerson, 42-year-old 
representative here of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, who re- 
cently threatened “blackout” of | 
French Quarter night spots because | 
of entertainer conditions, was in the | 
hands of police Thursday (6) 
“fugitive from justice.” 

Acting Chief of Detectives Frank 
J. Lannes said Nickerson is wanted | 
in Plymouth, Mass., on charges of 
wife abandonment and non-support | 
Of minor children. Taken into cus- | 
tody at his office, be waived extradi- 
tion. Officers from Plymouth are 
awaited to take him back there. 

AGVA agent recently threatened 
to withdraw guild members from 
French Quarter and Canal street 
night spots because of an alleged 
practice of requiring entertainers to 
become “B” drinkers and hiring of 
non- union girls off the streets as 

Strip teasers” at substandard wages. 








asa 





‘ Adams theatre, premneery shuttered 
or the summer will reopen with 
Stage shows starting Aug. 22 or 29. 
I: may tee off with Andy Russell, 








|my’s Bowery Follies, 


| to have 


| entertainers. 


/ after 


Officials Clean Up 


‘Bowery Follies’ Sammy 
Now ‘Mayor of Bowery’ 


Sammy Fuchs, operator of Sam- 
N. Y., nitery, 
was officially designated Mayor of 
the Bowery last week at a testi- 
monial dinner given the bistro op- 
erator by Locality Mayors Assn. It 





was attended by some 300 well- 
wishers, including many prominent 
|N. Y. politicos. 


who was 
Fuchs and pre- 
couldn’t make it, 


Mayor William O’Dwyer, 
sworn in 
sented the scroll, 
so Louis Zeltner, representing the 
LMA, did the honors. Fuchs was 
lauded by Zeltner and other speak- 
ers for philanthropic work he has 
done for the stumblebums of the 


Bowery and for the needy of the 
east side, 

Fuchs had operated a_ sawalust 
joint cafe on the Bowery for years. 
Two years ago he converted it into 

nitery, installing old-timer talent, 
pee the spot has prospered ever 
since, 





MCA Stressing 
Concert Field 


Music Corp. of America is expand- 
ing its concert department to the 
point where it plans to have most 
of its top bands make the longhair 
circuit. Slated to play concerts in 
the fall are Tommy Dorsey and 
Xavier Cugat, with others probably 
following. In addition, its regulars 
who play the classic emporia 
throughout the country such as Vic- 
tor Borge and Tito Guizar, are 
slated for tours. 

Dorsey and Cugat will both play 
on a guarantee and percentage basis. 


Dorsey, at least, has played concert 
dates before and the field proved 
very lucrative for him. 

In addition to the pop artists, 
MCA is also planning to expand 
concert activities in the longhair 
field. Agency several weeks ago 


signed the Ballet Theatre, which it 
has booked into the Covent Garden, 


London, starting tn July, and will 
play one of the New York legit 


houses upon its return in the Fall 


and another in May. 


Current MCA stress upon concert 
activity, under department head 
Jack O’Boyle, is contrasted to its 
stand on that field several years ago, 
when, in acquiring the Columbia 
Artists Bureau office didn’t know 
what to do with the longhair talent 
on the big list it took over from Co- 
lumbia. Agency subsequently sold 
its concert acquisitions to the W. 
Colston Leigh lecture bureau. 





PIPING ROCK READYING 
TO OPEN FOR SEASON 


Saratoga Springs, June 11. 

Piping Rock, one of eeeinnts 
outstanding nite spots, is currently | 
being readied for opening, sometime 
ater this month. Spot has been 
closed for several years. 

Cocktail lounge and the main din- 
ing room are being renovated for 
the season. 

Under 
tinue 


— 


new management, will con- 
policy of orchestras and 
It is considering year- 
round operation. 


— 


Nixon Cafe, Villa Madrid 


top 


Resume Floor Shows ° 


Pittsburgh, June 11. 

This Town's two biggest 
Nixon Cafe and Villa Madrid, 
hold 


last to 


out against floor shows even 


end of differences between 
Nite Club Owners Guild and Ameri- 


can Guild of Variety Artists, both 
are resuming live’ entertainment. 
Managements of spois said they 
would continue only with music for 
dancing when AGVA walk-out was 
called off as local agents agreed to 
put up cash security bond. But, 
they've had a change of heart. 
Nixon Cafe went back to shows 
yesterday (Mon.); Villa Madrid re- 


sumes next Monday (17). 


niteries, | 


Actors Fund Helped 
Willa Holt Wakefield 


Willa Holt Wakefield (Foerster), 
former vaude performer, who died 
on the Coast last week at age of 76, 
was not neglected and friendless as 
reported. She had been cared for 
by the Actors’ Fund, which had con- 
tributed some $2,000 during the past 
two years and also defrayed hospital 
expenses of $700. When Mrs. Foer- 
stet’s plight was called to the atten- 
tion of the Fund by actor Charles 
Coburn, it sent her funds up to time 





|of her death. 

| Songstress, as Willa Holt Wake- 
| field, had been a topflight act on 
| Keith and Orpheum circuits for a 


number of years as a singing single 
ito her own piano accompaniment, 
land was rated one of vaude’s first 
|song stylists. She had helped to 
popularize many songs of the period, 
| probably best known being “Honey, 
Stay in Your Own Back Yard.” 


US.-Britain Tax 
Treaty to Boost 
Talent Export 


Export of talent to England will 
increase considerably when and if 
the U. S. ratifies the projected treaty 
between this country and Britain 
which forbids double taxation of 
performers and athletes’ salaries. 
Agreement will call for tax pay- 
ments to only one of the countries 
instead of both. 

Ratification of the pact by the 
U. S. has already caused an upturn 
of talent negotiations. Bud Flana- 
gan, British comic and _ producer, 
while in .this country recently, 
despaired of getting performers to 
come over for “The Night and the 
Laughter” which he is producing in 
conjunction with Chesney Allen in 
the fall, but since this country 
|okayed the pact several weeks ago, 
| he has secured the Three Sailors, 

others still in process of ne- 








with 
gotiation. 


Sally Rand’s Nitery 
Bubble Bursts, Club 
Folds Owing Plenty 


June 11. 
Cerrito club, in 


San Francisco, 

Sally Rand's El 
San Francisco Bay area, was pad- 
locked Wednesday (5) by the gov- 
ernment on a $19,000 tax claim, after 
the spot folded without paying off 
performers. 

Band and other help held the bag 
for approximately $3,000 in unpaid 
salaries. Rubber checks for $4,000 
and $5,000, latter for decorating bill, 
are still bouncing around here. 


Miss Rand and John Carey, who 
operated the club, did good business 
until early May when the b.o. started 
downward. Last week prior to fold 





at the Savoy, a 
San Francisco, 


local nightspot in 
during the month. 


606 NUT FOR 12-DAY 
WATER SHOW IN MPLS. 


Minneapolis, June 11. 

“nut” for any show with an 

limited to 12 days is 
claimed for “Aqua Follies,” principal 
{lure of the annual local summer 
| mardi gras, the Aquatennial, July 17 
ito 28. Show will involve a $60,000 
| expenditure, according to Al Shee- 
han, producer. 

Despite the $60,000 
|covers talent, production, 
re staging, etc.. aqua show turns in 

profit each year, given a 
weather break, Sheehan ad- 





Stiffest 
existence 


| 
| 
} 
} 
| 


cost, which 
costuming 





neat 
decent 
| mits. 





: He'll Be a Millionaire 


Before He Knows ABC’s. 


| was branded last winter for appear- | 


Kansas City, June 11. 
for Frank “Sugar Chile” 
for a one-nighter in the 
Municipal Aud Friday (7) 
clocked at over 6,000. At rates of $2 
down to $1.25 the gross figured about 
£8,000. 


Turnout 
Robinson 


For his four numbers and about 
10 minutes working time in the | 
show the ji e boogie woogie 
pianist’s €0 t of the take was 


éjust under $5,000. 





2 Dallas Nightclubs 


Two consistent holdeut spots in 
Dallas, which had been listed as un- 
fair by American Guild of. Variety 
Artists for refusing to negotiate 
basic agreements and post bonds, 
capitulated to demands of the union 
this week. Spots are Baker hotel 
and Adolphus hotel. Both signed 
pacts and posted bonds, and were 
given the 
vey, head of AGVA, to resume op- 
erations with AGVA talent. Agents 
in that area were notified by union 
that the ban had been lifted and that 
they again could book the spots. 


Duet Club, Washington, D. C., an- 
other holdout which threatened to 
discontinue shows if AGVA did not 
relax its demand for pact and se- 
curity, also did an about-face and 
met union demands. Consequently, 
a new okayed to go in 


} 
SnOW Was 


this week. 


Leon & Eddie's 





Deal was completed last week for 
Leon & Eddie’s to open a Florida 
edition of the New York nitery at 
Palm Beach, Fla. Leon Enken and 
Eddie Davis purchased equipment 
and stock of Chambord’s, an old 





business dropped below. operating 
costs, which had been reduced to | 
$3,000. 


Miss Rand herself plans to open |} 


was 


established restaurant there, and | 
will convert into a nitery in the fall. 

Spot, which will use the Leon & 
Eddie tag, will be managed by Leon | 
Enken, Jr. Pair signed a five year 
lease for the cafe. 

Sole entertainment will: be by two 
bands and an occasional singer. Op- 
| eration along Stork Club, New York, 
lines is contemplated. Indicative of 
j the type operation new spot will em- 
| ploy is seen the luring of Mario 
Soree, current maitre de at the Hotel 
Marguery, N. Y., headwaiter, 
and John Minelotti, who used to be 
chef at the River House, N. Y., and 
the Savoy, London, to preside in the 
kitchen. 





as 


WILLIE HOWARD TO 
PREEM NEW A.C. CLUB 


new Atlantic City. N. J., 
slated to preem June 22, 
yet is unnamed; management is seek- 
ing label via a contest ($50 prize). 

Room, seating 400, is located atop 
a Howard Johnson restaurant and 
will go in for shows budgeted up to 
$6,500 weekly. Spot's bookers, Joe 
Coopersmith and Frank Elliott, are 
dickering for 
subsequent show, 
yet been set. 





but no deal has 


‘Arthur Fisher Booking 


Latin Quarter. N. Y., booking sit- 
uation was again changed this week 
when Lou Walters and E. M. Loew 
gave the Arthur Fisher office ex- 
clusive booking rights to that cafe. 
In addition Loew assigned his Latin 
Quarter, Miami, to Fisher as well. 


This is the second recent shift 
jin the New York spot’s booking. A 





|few weeks ago, exclusive booking 
|} contract between Walters and Ruth 
Barr was rescinded and spot re- 


| verted to open bookings. Miss Barr 


is now a Miami a -. 





Ruloff Trio OK’d by by Union 
Hollywood, June 11. 

Ruleft Trio, vaude and  nitery 

comedy dancing act, has been re- 

|moved from national “unfair” list 

of American Guild of Variety Art- 

ists and reinstated in union. Turn} 


jing in eastern nitery which AGVA 
had deemed “unfair.” 

At a hearing here, Alex Ruloff 
cleared his turn, it is understood, 
by explaining trio were unaware 
‘spot played was in bad odor with 
union, 

Jack Shea #@iderwent emergency 
gall bladder operation Monday (10) 
jat Ft. Worth. 


Make Peace With AGVA for 


green light by Matt Shel- | 


Florida Branch 


Sophie Tucker for a| 


Latin Quarter, N.Y., Miami 


Lack of Ships to Delay Large-Scale 
Use of Acts Another Two Years 


¢ Ship cruises, 


which used to be a 
|lucrative form of employment for 
| talent before the war, aren’t expect- 

ed to be a similar large-scale outlet 
talent for another two years. 
Reason is—lack of ships. A few for- 
| eign ships are being reconditioned 
| for passenger pleasure service, but 
iin the main they're needed for 
freight and passenger service be- 
tween U. S. and Europe. Pleasure 
angle while Europe’s hungry have 
to be fed is another deterring factor. 
the Holland-American 
Line is putting its New Amsterdam 
in shape for cruises this fall, and 
| possibly the Veendam, too. The Cu- 
|nard Line is reported likely to put 
the Mauretania and Aquitania into 
pleasure service in November. An- 
other possibility is the Swedish- 
American Line’s Gripsholm. 

Nat M. Abramson, vet talent agent, 
who supplies hotel, cruise and party 


However, 





talent through his Hotel Entertain- 
ment Bureau, has already signed 
agreements with Cunard and Hol- 
| land- American for talent when ships 
jare ready. Abramson, who also 
heads the WOR Entertainment Bu- 
reau, Claims that in the 1937-38 sea- 
son, his biggest, he supplied 3,500 
artists—emcees, comics, actors, chor- 


us lines, revues, musicians—to ship 
cruises. Abramson has been book- 
ing entertainment on ships since 1924, 
when he started such cruises by 
chartering his own ships. 

Abramson sees a hitch to use of 
talent on further cruises, however, 
in the new musicians’ union regula- 
| tion doubling the rates on musicians 
|from $3 a day, plus keep. New price, 
| he says, will make use of American 
| musicians On short cruises prohibi- 
| tive, although it won't affect use of 
|U. S S. musicians on European runs on 
| American ships. 








‘Chas. Trenet Agitates 
Self Out of Contract At 
Embassy, N. Y., Nitery 


Charles Trenet, French vocal im- 
portation now at the Embassy, N. Y., 
will leave that spot June 22. Exit 
date was set after arbitration by the 
}American Guild of Variety Artists, 
‘of Trenet’s desire to close imme- 
diately and Bill Miller's insistence 
|that singer play the full round of his 
loptions, which would have forced 
him to stay at the spot until July 3. 
oni ruled Miller had the singer 

the full contract, but Miller 





| 


Willie Howard has been signed 10 |r to the shorter term. 
headline the opening show at the | 
nitery | 
Spot as | 


Basic cause of the Frenchman’s 
wish to leave the spot is said to be 
offers he has been receiving since 
his click at the Embassy. Singer is 
in on a guarantee and percentage 
basis and earns around $3,200 week- 
ly, which is said to be considerably 
below some of the offers he’s been 
receiving. 

Miller has also had other difficul- 
ties with the chanteur. Last week 
/March of Time stunt was arranged, 
centerpiece of which would have 
been entertainment in France dur- 
jing and after the war. Stunt was 
called off because Trenet failed to 
show up. 
| After Trenet leaves Miller will go 
'on a two-bands and no other enter- 
| tainment policy. He had been dick- 
ering for a South American singer 
but deal failed to jell. However, if 
{a suitable headliner becomes avail- 
able Embassy will resume entertain- 
ment. 


CORWIN SPOTLIGHTS 
HAMPTON’S L.A. STAND 


Los Angeles, June 11. 
| Although Sherrill Corwin plans 
regular policy of stage-shows when 
he reopens Lincoln, colored vaud- 
filmer, on July 8, the house will re- 
vert to straight films during week 
of Aug. 20, when Million Dollar the- 
atre, Corwin'’s white-patron house, 
uses Lionel Hampton's orchestra on 


stage. 














Hampton reportedly is getting 
$12.500 and a split for the stanza, and 
obviously Corwin feels he will fare 


better by centering all vaude interest 
hereabouts on the one attraction 
iduring that week. Million Dollar, 


i while primarily catering to ofays, is 
a Jim Crow house. 


not 


| Phil Spitalny’s: all-girl orchestra 
booked tor the Paramount theatre, 
N. Y., in October, his second date 
there. 


! 
' 





te 








ene a mee ord 











a ee 





Pn 








$2 


VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 12, 1946 





Walton Hotel and Roof Nitery Closed [Fire Disasters 
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Continued from pace 











Postwar San Diego Isn't Ghost Town 
Yet But It Ain't What It Used to Be 





Kansas City Hits Biz 
Snag Due to Strikes 


Kansas City, June 11. 
Biz in the bistros and nite spots 
re has toppled an average of about 
30) what with the coal strike and 
1 series of local strikes. Past week- 
end, however, a slow recovery was 
coming evident 
Currently, the plague on local biz 
irtially lue to bread and ice 
cream strikes A Baker's strike has 
een in progress since June 1, tak- 
ig more than 15 of the town’s larg- 
est bakeries out of production Ice 
cream strike came in only last Fri- 
aay 


Recent meat and milk strikes al- 


nost cl 


osea 








a number of nite spots, 
Bread strike sent clubs and restau- 
rant scurryll for biscuit bread 
ipstitute etc One aownstate 
\ ( 1 Operator in territory erve 
K. C. ha Zone to the extre! 
flying in bread from Califor: 
Shortages of beer and liquor have 
further complicated the picture, and 
mber of clubs are known to be 
consider summer closings for 1 
modellings if the strikes don't abate 
, | 
Bonifaces | 
—— Continued from page 1 u | 
uSINe will bounce bacl \ ni H 
mall percentage of top take 
But the larger number of bistro 
props. declare that the wartime 
honeymoon is over and cafes had 
best learn to operate with dwin- 
dled income. They point out that 
aside from current wave of strikes 
and industrial shutdown the big 
percentage of trade which came 
from transient GIs is gone perma- 
nently. They also point out that 
prolonged shutdowns of many large 
industrial plants has decimated the 
financial reserves of many who pre- 
viously frequented cafes 
Another factor 1s the decline of 


black-market money, much of which 
filtered into the 


niteries In many 
cities, illegal operators think it 
wiser to stay on the inconspicuou 
side by moderate spending. fearing 
that excessive splurging will attract 
too much attention to themselves 
|and to their operations. 


Combination of these factors and 
| other conditions prevailing in var- 
ied localities is felt to have brought 
about the current setback. 


* ° ; 
; where many are undermanned. 
Nl ] S erma 0 ] re It's also a known fact that some 
hotels, during the war, have been | 
| ao asked to eliminate certain fire haz- | 
> « > ‘ mne es " 
Philadelphia, June 11. : ards, but authorities rave been 
Je te ) me ) any . ‘ ° — ' . _ " s bec; se of 
alto otel, home for man) ; se spots because « 
Walton Hotel, | » mary Latin Quarter, Chi, Books | lenient with these s; ause © 
Philly showbiz figures, and the ° ° the shortage of building materials 
r > . + 7 . i ‘ AL’ ) ‘ 
Walton Roof, top night spot, folded Merry Macs, Minevitch and new equipment 
yesterday (Mon.) as an aftermath of Latin Quarter, Chicago, continue But because of the two fatal 
. x a +. 9} es ae ; r = oe 
the fire at the LaSalle hotel, CMl-| heavily budgeted shows into tl slazes occurring in one week, build- 
, la . summe! Ralph Berge n ctors are expected to 
On the of e ( ) the | Merry Macs and Borrah Mi lamp down on even minor viola 
Philly Fire M ill rfl ung | Rascals for the June 21 ) ion and as a consequence man}! 
to ? investiga ) oO all the Other acts tor that Di utmoded inns are likel be 
ri y 1ostelrie L hie VY ol eT huttered 
Walt lid not al ile ~ A two-pronged inspect 
ti 4 owel New York City Depart 0 
, nd other DOING BIZ WITH LAW — Housing & Buildings “has already 
out € I started One inspection toul 
Walton mn JAILS NITERY MANAGER  *v"striea ty his! aeparinen 
r M ‘ eet | é é he other by D pu Com 
in ssible ta \ ma- New Orleans, June 1 ioner Morris C. Comar which 
t ] | y é On Fr He y Verdillant manage \A see that all prov ) the 
iy (7) Ca tl t th i owner” of the Mayfair but ltiple dwelling vy are enforced 
hotel ] igh ot in Houma, La ear here ‘canine 
I l yu ( SC 
\ urre by feder: ents Fi ~ re ‘ = “1 - 
Action cam enl peseied by Sed > Night Clubs, Legitetr 
‘ i C LALLE VO i | 0 
a 300 Bue € { t , ; ‘ . “° : 
| | iar at Oe from him a 1 Shuttered in Chicago 
t \ s ‘ ‘ é om 
a! ihe ve . Chicago, June 11 
: FBI a hi | 
4 i } iy 
i | ire 
‘ \ al of 61 perso! IVI I } 
I ub ¢ the | ° : J. Kelly ordered the closing ot one 
. | V | , rra : : : a. 
like 7 Je : I Dp egit house and ive nabe 
ik I . y sion eojna B> pi ) 
f oe iia S. & ; 4 ; Regina H. ( niteries Thursday (6 j 1 
S tte! Oo i I a ' — f : , q : 
charge of bla tions of the cit ire sula 
J ( ) ) ) a \ 1 i ILy & l m Lil 
Jack L ee . ‘ , O; n He is b g } \ ul 1} 
) { out ol ) 160 ¢ | = i n 
; ; his Stinging from the b ) th 
ciudad! musiclia ent l . . ous), 
‘ } da} it Great Northern theatre housing 
Walt VDartenael ( CCALOO al , ’ UT ‘ , 
t ts, et L Philip Yordan’s “Windy City hich 
tendal Ss *L¢ t 
I rae lick eae cs a aranac ake was prevented from playing last 
yn ines a iCKINS to ti tul : . 
aye Me z four performances before bowing 
ty 7 rn 100,000 ) By Happy Benway ; : 
of betwee $75,000 ! 1 $100. | fol PI t Saturday (8) Niteri ordered 
tha the conservative ¢ Ol Saranac Lal Y é ed were the Club Alabam, EI 
> Y lue yi S : Db al Mar re ( nel 1 ; ; , 
the —. oft h clu i Margaret Doughet I Mocambo, Liberty In Plavhouse. 
rently 1 cre " . , + +} > ‘ " , 2 ai betes 
Peder tir kee aa ng ly at the Ro 1 by land the New Cuban Village. The 
te wil he ren te . all ey ca y mn he o . , , := ot 
Hotel will be rel va ord aren \ trom ! M1 Shubert, playing host to Mike Todd 
to Albert M. Greenfiel & Cy lit J. & iv. top-grossing “Up in Central Park.” 
? 7 sVI ] t 4 = t Pp ) Ne ] 7 ] 
re} si e! . 1 1 i He l r’¢ en oa wa rdered closed in Kell: ori 
sheriff's. me “rg b ) 4 0 ) A 6 feng gece yale on narnia order, but received a Jast-min- 
fi s ile tor about S400.00I Ap- | for meals i i mil Xe 
ts re anen 00 il it “J % si peso % te reprieve. House was give two 
yr ately $500,000 wi be spen Jack irse ho has bee ying , 
aeelgge ‘te I noel hs 2 nap Hirsch, who na ; of weeks in which to get in line with 
" A thor synch wi be bie to nice h oc lonv nmat fnr . 9 ‘ 4 
b t} - ; ( | ll be abl ( L1CE€ ne for colony iInmat or the city’s fire regulation 
make lez with the , ‘ is ver 2( rears. here for his ! > 9 4 , 
make a ce aa ‘a the he oO ~ : over 20 years, here for h ne Kelly threatened to close addi- 
roplematical. \ ung \ ake ummer acash ¢ { oj ; le . ‘ee 
pro at:ca 3 vebul l € in : el vaca ANC gilting the tional niteries, legit houses and 
ong time, it’s said, needy fe 
_— : ; 1896 th 7 a - filmeries which do not meet fire- 
ote Ni l l > yn le site Arthur <x *y ) ©} Te t : P 
Ho , _ yullt = > Ar r Silatter) i Rog l aw standards. A total of 100 enter- 
of t | “mpire theatre f about | visit the gar la: 
; Pag is oe ‘ S, ‘ Bene +4 inment spots in town were ordered 
$2,000,000 and was considered one ol Abe Seligman ying t | 7 
_ ene ' : te R A eligman d ™ losed a few weeks ago for violation 
he most moder! ina layisn { ogers { . : { j | 
cal p - se a ee ; of the fire regulations, but remained 
lay v7 ON! rev Ne OaWwIN, ladys pdiel é yne per 
foie -" at Goot Glad; Pebbler, telep Opel open despite the lack of an official 
Maxine Elliot and other big names tor at the Rogers, married t Wal- | rmit 
of show biz lived there In recent|ter Ramsey and honeymooning 
- etually all . ch r wh¢ r © , ane 
baci P ggg ly all ee gl denies Arkansa Pa. Aud's 50G Loss 
played the roof, Sophie Tucker, Frankie McGovern, tooter, got his Conneaut Lake Park, Pa., June 11 
Jarry Richman, Milton Berle and jall clear papers and left fo on he & ~anet omnia of ati 
Harr, 1 Be y for hon The 6,000-seat Temple of Music 
many others, stayed at the Waiton. Alfredo Gonzalez spared no ex- auditorium at this amusement park, 
ee - yETiIse li ki ) maneee'4 if ihe S re cs ] sc 9c ‘ > “ . 
} 1 Making Opening Of Le ulftered a loss estimated at $90,UUU 
Eddie “Rochester” Anderson piays Swiss Chalet a gala event jitery |in a fire last week, Frame strue- 
State, N. Y., week June 27. He'll | features Latin American talent and |ture was erected in 1925 at a cost of 
au c , Yn? } : , . 
have Kitty Murray and Addie Young | orch. 1$90,000. It had not been used for 
with him. | Write to those who are ill. ithe past 10 years. 
= —— = = 


























Fart 
March 
Churchill congratulated the 


Wilson, 
18th, 


Ms we 
"46: 


Post, 
“Sural 


Storch 
her 


Copa’s Larry 
impersonating 
father.” 


for 


famous 


The Billboard, March 16th 
"46: “His mimicry is so 
good it’s hard to believe 


that such names as Ronald 
Colman, Humphrey Bogart. 
Peter Lerre, Clark Gable, 
Ray Milland and lots of 
others are not on the toor. 
...He is almost a carbon 
copy of the originals. He 
held his audience spell- 
bound. ...”" 


Jimmy Starr, Evening Her- 
ald - Express, Holly wood, 
Jan, 10th, "46: “Larrys 
sterch does impersonations 
of Cary Grant, Renald 
Colman, Winsten Churchill 
and many ethers better 
than most of the highly- 
touted performers.” 














Huts. Variety: “Larry 
Storch the showstop- 
per. ‘ Final imitation 
brought down th® house 
and left no dry eyes open 
ing night.” 

Eve. Bulletin, Phil, Apr. 
20th, "45: “Fans guye 
Larry Storch noisy ap- 
proval for his clever 


mimicry.” 


Holly wood Reporter: 
“Larry Storch's talents 
drew spontaneous applause 
long before he finished his 
act—the name crowd really 
went for his mimicking.” 


Louis Sobol, N. Y. Journal- 
American, Mar. 18th, °46: 
Avother visit to the Copac- 
abana where a youngster 
named Larry Storch deliv- 
ers amazing voice imper- 
sonations of various gentry, 
ranging from Peter Lorre 
to Winston Churchill.” 


EARLE, PHILA. AND RKO, BOSTON 
BENNY GOODMAN 


The Kid From Manhattan—Back to 
Manhattan—Via Okinawa and Hollywood 


Ann STORCH 


“REMBRANDT OF IMPRESSIONS” 


(OPENED JAN. 6) 
CIRO’S 


(OPENED MAR. 7) 
COPACABANA, New York 


(OPENED MAY 20) 
STATLER HOTEL, Cleve. 


AND NOW 


PARAMOUNT, New York 


(Opened June 5th) 
Management: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


HOLLYWOOD 
(7 Weeks) 


(6 Weeks) 


(2 Weeks) 


(2 Weeks) 


However, there are several bright 
spots in the nitery scene that indi- 
cates that there’s nothing wrong 
with the business that a good head- 
liner won't cure. The Copacabana, 
N. Y., which hit its lowest ebb two 
months ago, has bounced back to 
rope’s-up biz when current show 





| went in a few weeks ago. The Car- | 


an o> 





| nival, N. Y., hasn't dwindled appre- | 


ciably from its high despite the long 
run of Milton Berle. Business there 
has dropped to some extent because 
most of the monied crowd already 
has Berle 


seen in the first fou 
months. They’re now getting the 
minimum spenders, but enough of 


; them to cause Berle to hit average 
figures consistently. He gets $7,500 
guarantee and percentage when 
gross hits over $42,000. 

| Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe 
has picked up, and Rose ascribes 
this hike to the topical ads he’s 
| been running. 
Rochester headlining, is also hitting 


Zanzibar, N. Y., with | 


hefty grosses, while the Latin Quar- | 


AT 
av. 


ter, Y., is going along at a nice 
clip with name talent. Embassy is 
similarly doing well with Charles 
Trenet as sole performer on the bill. 

However, there are others whose 
b.o. has dropped considerably. 
Among them is La Martinique, 
which is shuttering June 21 for the 
summer. The Versailles and Ruban 
Bleu has also dropped appreciably. 

Out-of-town spots, especially those 


in Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore 
and Detroit, have taken terrific lac- 
ings at the b.o., which is said to 
be a reflection of local industrial 
setbacks combined with a general 


tendency of spenders to hold on to 
their reserves for a vacation fling 
The business setback has given 
| renewed impetus to nitery owners’ 
|campargn for lower salaries. Agen- 
| cies say that with the exception of 
top names, salaries, pressure 


for | 


lower salaries from night club oper- | 


ators is getting heavier. 
been some decline in the 


There has 


medium- | 


priced category, and further cuts are | 








| expected, 


San Diego, June 5. 
Along Broadway in this town and 
out on the road to Mission Beach, 
where the able-bodied seamen used 
to toss coin hither and yon, the AB’s 
have developed sore pitching arms 


Boys have ceased throwing fast 
dollars across the plate and the 
nitery business here is going into a 
dull slump. Spots are still running, 
but the financial brakes are or: 

This town, once a cemetery fo: 
admirals, leaped into worldwide 
prominence as the center of a wa 
time airplane industry and base of 
submarine and destroyer activity 
Not counting the big Marine Corps 
establishment, which grew to amaz- 
ing proportions during the late wat 
and is now being reduced to peace- 
time statu For a time San Diego 
was the hottest town on the Cali- 
fornia Coast, with hotel clerks lau 
ing off tourists and nitery owners 
telling prospective custome! to 
con round next week O1 hext 

{ tte! reall 

San Die t ( 

erat ut e! econo 
pall, with three or four waiters ¢ 
waitresses working where once 
there were eight or nine same goes 
for orchestras Three-piece co 
ire fillis tands once occupier hy 
eight r a dozen me! Airp ( 
workers have ceased to draw over- 
time pay and sallors have ccased to 
toss away their wages with the idea 
of having a good time before sudden 
death. The town is returning to the 
old admiral status, and old adr | 
never were very hot abo t 4 
coin around niteries 


HAVANA-MADRID, N.Y. 
BACK TO LATIN SHOWS 


Havana-Madrid, N. Y., is resuming 


Latin type shows following consisi- 
ent use of varied type performers 
for nearly two years. Reversion to 
original policy, starting June 20, fol- 
lows the recent opening of the hear- 
by La Conga, which has dra 1 con- 
siderable patronage away from the 
Havana-Madrid 

Sergio Orta, who produced shows 


it Havana several years ago before 


igning an acting pact with Metro, 
will again do the production, Initial 
bill under revamped policy will be 


topped by Carlos Ramirez. 


La Conga, N. Y., new show, start- 


ling July 18, will have Betty Reilly, 


Les Barrancos and Mechita’s rhum- 
ba band. Pupi Campo crew holds 
over. 




















BILLY RAYES 





93rd Consecutive Week 
AS 
Master of Ceremonies 
Earl Carroll's Sketchbook 
Earl Carroll Theatre 
— Hollywood — 
Mgt: MCA ARTISTS 























COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


Fun-Master Gag Files 


Nos. 1 Thru 13 at $1.05 Each 
13 Different Scripts for $13.00 
A “MUST” FOR MOUNTAIN AND ALL 
OTHER RESORT ENTERTAINERS 


Nos. 14 Thru 20 READY SOON! 


($2.00 Each—Double Scripts) 
(On Prepaid Advance Order ONLY) 
In preparation: “Fun-Master Book of 


Blackouts, Skits & Bits,” also “Fun- 
Master Mumor-dor for EKmeees.”’ 


$2.00 Deposit on C.0.D. Orders 
FOR ALL MATERIAL 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. S4th Street 
New York City 19, N. W. 
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Tall, Dark and Box-Office: 














Screed 


JACK OWENS 


* AMERICA’S FAVORITE DAYTIME SONGSTER 





CURRENTLY HEADLINING WITH BELITA AT GHICGAGO THEATRE 
SINGING STAR OF THE ABO “BREAKFAST CLUB” AND 
NBC “TIN PAN ALLEY OF THE AIR” 


Have you heard JACK’S MERCURY RECORD of 
His own hii, “CYNTHIA IN LOVE’—“its swoonsational! 


a 
Personal Appearances, Central Booking Office. Motion Picture Representative, Lou Irwin, Hollywood 


“ ACCORDING TO THE LATEST HOOPER RATING 
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Night Club Reviews 


Panther Room, Chi 
(HOTEL SHERMAN) 
Chicago 


Buddy Rich Orch (18) with Doro- 


thy Reid; Perry Franks & Janyce, 
Think-a-Drink Hoffman & Co. (3), 
Line (8). Jack Lane, Carl Marz; 
$1.50-$2.50 7 mum 

Ultimat bra i l itior Ss 
] 1 the B iv Ri boil 

ike l the new Pa tne R 

) K oO t! layo 

h Thi 1-Drink Hoffman a 
potable ld ovel 

Like most big ¢ ercial band 
R > tre pet } I ) ) 
) ri outl ound repel 
i r a riff takeofl th tl laestro 
very mu in evidence in the pata 
diddle dept. Also does ‘Quiet Riot 
another ear-splitter, with “When 
Johnny Comes Marching Home 
Again” trimmings, to cue need fo1 
more showcasing of individual mem- 
bers of the orch, which boasts some 
good musicians. 

Rich’s canary, Dorothy Reid, is 
okay vocally, but shows little song 
selling prowe Unfortunate choice 


of tunes, “Where Did You Learn to 
L.ove”’ ind “Come Rain Come 
Shine,” doesn’t help much eithe! 


Should use at least 


Perry Franks and Janyce give out 
with their usual flash opening, in 
which he does all the cleatwork and 
she fakes—but successfully. Pair dis- 


one standard 


play a lot of pep, but the rountines 
ire kinda dated, indicating it might 
be smart for them to adopt a few 


balleterps to the turn. His “Beguine” 
solo, withal, is sock as per. 


Line, attired as “Old Fashioned.” 
“Daiquiri,” “Pink Lady,” “Scotch 
“B&B.” ‘Manhattan,’ etc ire. nat 
rals to intro Hoffman's always inte} 
esting act, complete with bar and 
two assistants to relay the drinks to 
the models, who in turn serve the 
customers One of the laiter, in 
dentally, asked for a bowl of bors 
it the opener, and got it Jack Lane 
mces amusin and Carl Mai 








| 
| 
| 
| 


PAUL 





COMIC-SATIRIST 


Management: M.C.A, 




















| 
| 


still able to startle even such old 


| standbys as Charlie Dawn by sneak- 


ing up behind and turning on his 
ielectric schnoz Mike, 
Kitty Davis’, Miami 
Miami. 
Jesse Block, Josephine Del Mar, 
Lari Worth & Nana, Myra Jeanne, 
Ke Jones. Johnny Silvers Orch (6), 
os Honez Orcl 5): $1.50-$3 min 
\ nee layout here offers 
90-minute show wit! 
Block and Josephine 
I) \i for top eturns 
B f here for his first 
isa ole licks 
naterial Ditty 
the lub posses customers, 
’ enty laug! Stand- 
ostalgic Gershwin med- 
ey Te three encores, with Eve 
Sully e ing on at end to take bow 
julge in some bowoff gags. 








STEVE EVANS 


Offering 
HAPPY TIMES & JOLLY MOMENTS 
Currently 
STRAND, New York, FOR 38 WEEKS 
ROSEN-ANGER ASSOCIATES 











Del Mar gets over i 


1 exciting 





yn. Her Latinairs and derriere 
sing score all the way. 

Lani Worth and Nana are standard 
Latin-type terpers. Gal is a looker 
ind makes the act with her torso 
twisting. Essay the South American 
jances satisfactorily 

My Jeanne offers some acro- 
wisting that has the payees paying 
close attention. Tops her stint with 
acro-dance in which she taps out 
rhythms with feet on drum placed 
on head. Garners plenty applause. | 

Ken Jones, tall, nice-looking lad, 


emcees and sings several numbers. 
Johnny Silvers’ crew cuts a neat 
show and alternates for customer 
dansapation with Carlos Honez orch. 
Larry 


Gay Nineties. Boston 


Boston 
Jol Steel. Billy. Hess. DeCoursey 
& Jameson, Upside Down Emmanuel. 
Virginia Ha r, Jack Goldy. Jimmy 
Kane Orch. (6); $2.00 min; $2.50 Sats 
Fo. rly tl Checker Inn. thi 
pot. run by Nick Parrotta and Ricco 


Vaghone. has been going about two 
iif months and has caught on 


i vo Way 
Has about 250 covers plus lounge 
the main floor, and a ban- 
oom abo handling 150. Place 
ecorated with usual Gay Nineties 
ral and motif carried out 
down the line. Waiters wear peg top 
trousers, mustachios, et and take 
turns singing “Daisy.” ete., to ac- 
companiment of Hammond organ. 
Place also supports a _ barbershop 


quartet and a hand organ, each tak- 
ing frequent turns for continuous 
entertainment 

Two shows a night, current line-up 
consisting largely of old-timers. Up- 
side Emmanuel, well along, 
does tricks with hoops while stand- 
ing on his head. DeCoursey and 
Jameson do “Bird in Gilded Cage,” 
etc., plus a soft shoe routine with 
much of their old-time skill and all 
of their old-time ebullience. Billy 
Hess wows with his 
business and follows up with a tap 
a la Rooney for a big click, and John 


Down 


Steel. former Ziegfeld star, tenors a | 


number of hits like “A Pretty Girl” 
from old shows, and finds plenty of 
iavor, 

Only contemporary note is injected 
by Virginia Haver, who warbles 
nicely, and the Barber Shop quartet, 
ali young men of the waiter staff. 
Place needs a solider band as this 
one fails to support the acts properly. 
Biz, on a Monday night, supper show, 
was great, only two or three tables 
not filled Elie. 
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bell-ringing | 


Glass Hat. N. Y¥.- 
(BELMONT PLAZA HOTEL) 





(FOLLOWUP) 

Parlay of Bob Russell and the 
Kathryn Duffy dancers has given 
the room a protracted period of 
some of its brightest shows. Rus- 
sell’s now in his 16th week, while 
the Duffy girls have been here since 
the beginning of the season, They 
are consistent lures for the hotel 
{patronage as well as the non-resi- 
aents 

New part of the layout comes 
with songs by Leshe Long, terping | 
of Don Costello, and the new pro- 
juction numbers’ surrounding him 

y the line. Costello (New Acts) Is 
in imaginative dancer with a flal 
{ valet, can sing sufficiently to 
tie up with the production, while 
Miss Long (New Acts) takes the 


cal spot handily 

Russell has the knack of building 
a following and taking it with him 
wherever he goes He's baritoned 
at the Terrace Room of the Hotel 
New Yorker for several years, and 
it seems he can stay here tor a sim- 
ilar length of time He has smart | 


presentations of a medley of old- 


timers as well as mildly indigo ver- 
sion of “Chi-Chi Castenango” and | 
“Doin? What Comes Natcherly,’ 


| 
which gets top response and full at- | 


playing rhythm behind the guit 
Chirpstress Dell Welcome is 
as soloist and in duets with Hayes. 
! 
led as “a 
star,” 
| Baker 


great Metropolitan 
whereupon he does Bon 
singing “Oh, Johnny,” 
\Ink Spots throbbing “If I Did 
Care,” bass Uncle Tom and false 
Little Eva talking over “the was 
of sin,” and Sinatra singing “E 
braceable You,” latter 
barrassing, to say the 
Ink Spots impresh is 
but the others fail to connect 
Enrica and Novello nonchalan 
‘ard floorburns in a tango 
rich he slides het 
yaras. Ballroom duo \ 
tet of terps 


least I 
fairly 


lisre 
} 
d qu 
includes a 
a and 
and they win a nice nod 


al 0 
rhumba 


, ’ 
paso aople 


Vine Gardens, Chi 

Ch a 

Bobby Sargent, Ken Walker, 
Rosella, Young & Lucky, 
Doreen Winter, Joe Kish 
no min. or 


June Ha 
Orch 
cove! 

intimate na 
boy Bobby Sarge 
back at the cafe mike after 
years in the service. A 


comic, Sargent is handicapped 


Bill-topper at this 


boite is local 


being e¢ 


cro t] 
, 


ar. 


okay 


Billy Burke is a big guy introduc- 
opera 


We 


the 


n't 
tto 
2eS 
m- 
m- 
lis 


sharp 


tly 
nh 
i< 


iti- 


waltz 
mazurl} 
Mike. 


Ka, 


10 


Jessie 


rs. 


(6): 


be 


nt, 


by 
IS- 


ite 


ck 


k- 
ith 


tention even in this difficult room| poor material but nevertheless d 
for song and talk acts plays enough enthusiasm to Ir 
Eddie Stone orch and Nino | good returns from the customers, 
rhumba band occupy the podium | After imypreshes of Charles Laugh- 
iy Jose i ton, in a scene from the “Hunchba 

os j}of Notre Dame,’ and a Mortimer 
Snerd character “Horace Je! 
Blackhawk, Chi water,” Sargent hit his stride w 


Chicago. 
& Vickie Col- | 
Orch (12) with |} 
Alice Mann & Bill Darlow; $2-$2.50 


Jack ie Fields. 


lins, Billy 


Nick 
Bishop 


min | 
, 


With Billy Bishop and orch con; | 


tinuing to dish out smooth music, | 
{the Blackhawk management § fea- 
tures Jackie Fields and Nick & 
Vickie Collins in the new show 

Fields uses aud participation to 
good advantage, and amazes the cus- 
tomers by producing hastily con- 
‘ockted drinks in a matter of sec- 
onds A clever magician, Fields 
plea the aud by pulling out a 
thoroughly shuffled deck of cards 

y poker hand called for Other 
tandard magic acts such as pour- 
ing liquid into a folded piece of 
paper, and undoing a_ helplessly 
complex knot stacks well with the 
nitery s customers 

Nick and Vickie Collins, young 
dance team, do some solid tap rou- 
tines but their stage presence suf- 
fers from a lack of experience. With 
a little more playing time they 
should remedy this 

Alice Mann continues to click 


with “Doctor, Lawyer, Indian Chief,” 


and also does a dandy job on “My 
| Bill.” Trumpeter Bill Darlow does 
| well with “Big Fat Mama.” Billy 
| Bishop and orch still doing good 
job of backing show. Foos. | 
i 


(lub Duet. Wash. 

Washington. 
| Jerrie Blanchard, Marilyn 
Pat Chandler, Bob Knight and his 
Orchestra (8), Valencia 
| American Band (3); min. $2: Satur- 
days $3. 


| Jerrie Blanchard carries an other- 


| proaching par for the course with 
| her big smile and smooth, intimate 
handling of the customers. Routine 
of songs is on the 


spicy side and 
goes as well here as it did during 
her 
flower hotel. Her soft. 


suggestive 
handling of “Take It Easy,” “I Don't 
Want to Get Married” and a medley 
number on an amorous gent named 
Fink 
She is less successful with one on a 
landlady’s daughter. She mixes 
i nicely with the ringside tables, kids 


; the musicians and otherwise has 
everybody happy and calling for 
more, 

Marilyr. Hale, red-head tap 
dancer, offers an agreeable routine 
but her act seemed too short when 
caught. 

Pat Chandler, who doubles as 





when he comes on but fails to live 


!up to fanfare. 


He sings, tells a couple of gags 
|} and does imitations. He rates his 
| best hand in the imitations of Wal- | 
ter Winchell, Maxie Rosenbloom and 


Gabriel Heatter, not so much for 
| the class of the mimicry, but be- 
| Cause of the sex-gestive lines in the 
| patter One imitation of a Greek 
| delegate at the UN meeting was | 
| Strictly banana stand comedy. 

Bob Knight orch and Valencia 


| 
|} band alternate for 
} pation, 


| 


customer dansa- 
Lowe. 


Walnut Room. Chi 


(BISMARCK HOTEL) 
Chicago. 

| Sherman Hayes Orch (12) with 
|Dell Welcome; Enrico & Novello, 


Billy Burke; $1.50-$2.50 minimum. 
| me 
| 


Sherman Hayes’ schmalizy  syn- 
| copations remain the made-to-order | 
;}comeon for the Walnut Room. with 
the acts mere adjuncts. While con- 
tribbing mostly Lombardo-like glis- 
sandos, the band also comes up with 
“Hawaiian War Chant.” their show- | 
| piece, and some unique spottings of | 
j instruments elsewhere, with Hayes’ | 
;SOprano sax and a pair of clarinets | 





Latin- |} 


wise weak show into something ap-? 


goes well with the late crowds. | 


emcee, is given a flashy introduction | 


clever impersonations of the diffe 
ent types of show people and he 


-r- 
>wW 


| years in the business affects their 
performances 

Ken Walker, lecturer and com- 
poser turned nitery mec., does a 


credible job of holding the show to- 


gether and pleases with a number 
Hawaiian which he wr 
with Harry Owens. “Aloha” is t 
most familiar, but “Tradewinds” a 
“Her Name Was Hula Lu” also ¢ 
good response 

Large and powerful Jessie Rose 
gives out with “Old Man Rive 
“That’s for Me,” “Come to Bat 
Do” and “Gypsy.” With a stror 
booming voice she shakes the sn 
y, and what Miss Rosella’s pi} 
lack in quality she makes up in vi 
ume to please the aud 

Two clever tapsters, 
Lucky, add life to the 
Doreen Winter, pert 
June Hart, billed as 
Jitterbug.” 

Joe Kish'’s orch backs the 
well and = provides flashy 
music between 


songs 


Young 
revue as 
dancer, a 
the 


she 


SHOWS 


Foos 


LATIN CASINO, PHILLY, 


Reopening is set for Sept. 11. 


Korvin’s East Strawhat 


Hollywood, June 11 


chore in the International 
tion, “Bella Donna,” is’ in 
summer of strawhat drama. 

Actor is headed for Abingdon, V 


for 


theatre as thesp and director. 


dan 


of 
ite 
he 
nd 
rel 


lla 
ona 
Vv. 


ao 


all 


Ee 


1 - 


and 


do 
nd 


“Hillbilly 


W 
ce 


Latin Casino, Philadelphia, will 
shutter for the summer, June 29. 
| Lack of an air-conditioning plant is 
| given as the reason for closing. In 


ithe interim, Casino will undergo re- 
Hale, | modeling. 


Charles Korvin, winding up a film 
produc- 


a 


a., 


recent appearance at the May- | Where he will guest at the Barte 


O’Connor’s 1st in 3 Yrs. 


| 


Donald O'Connor's 
leaving the Army 
leen,.” a co-starrer with Ann Blytl 

Film is O'Connor's first for U1 
| versal in almost three years. 


first film aft 
will be “Kat 


Hollywood, June 11. 


er 
h- 
. 

1i- 


four ; 
natural 


AGVA Sets 6-Day 


| 
| 


' 


{ 


Drive on Coast 


Holivwood, June 11 
American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists has opened up campaign along 


length of Pacific coast for six-day 
| week in niteries Majority of clubs 
here have been on such a schedule 
{oi some time but those that 
haven't are having yvressin ipp { 
San Francisco situatiot ! 

what similar to local n Port 
land and_e Seattle which work 
i mostly seven days AGVA offi 
have begun a barrage Union yn 
template establ ing outposts 
shortly in Salt Lake City and De 
ver, and in these localiti \ 
niteries also stay lighted nightly, 
six-day clause will be inserted in 
all contracts the unton can sct 


Devil-Dancer Cleared 
Cleveland, June 11 
who 
under 


Lillian West, 
“Devil-Dance”™ 
Parker, 


nitery 
G iil 


indecency 


her 
name ofl 


does 
was cleared of 
charges for a second 


but 


time last week, 
Both 
the dancer and Lenny Adelman, who 
toplined her at his Lenny’s cafe for 


found herself out of a job 


19 months, came to the mutual con- 
clusion that Cleveland was getting 
too hot for her. 

Couple of months ago the strip- 


per was pinched on similar charges 
but was dismissed the 
rant was drawn up incorrectly. 
the second rap the 
ment, prodded by squawks from 
nearby churches, booked her for vio- 
lating another law, but 
again thrown out of 


because war- 
On 


police depart- 


the case 


court 


was 
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HAL FISHER 
“Laughingly Yours” 
Currently 
LATIN QUARTER, Det. 
Dir.: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 



































WALLY BOAG 


14TH N. B. C. 
TELEVISION SHOW 


Manageweni: MARK J. LEDDY 























FRAKSON 


COMEDIAN-MAGICIAN 


NOW 
12TH RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


NEW YORK 


ALWAYS A HIT 
Direction: MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


Aug 2g 
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WEEK OF JUNE 13 





Numerals tm connection with bills below indicate opening day of show. 
whether ful} or split 


week, 










































































Joe Allison Jean Barry 
(18-16) Bob Coffey 
Gay Nineties Monroe & Adams 
Loew Keith Clark Dave Seed Co 
J W ABHI RCo N Laslo Bellak Co 
ASHINGTO? , COCKE" 
Howard (14) WOONSOC KET 
Mills Bros New Park (16) 
NEW YORK CITY Menasha Skulnik Tiny Bradshaw Orc | Crandall Sis 
Capitol (13) | Re nee De Marco | Edwareds Sis Top Kicks 
Ritz Bros | Lowe Hi & St'nl'y > Jacks Duke Art 
Buddy Morrow Ore |H ‘Red’ Allen Bd WILLOW GROVE /|®id Rice 
Miriam Lavelle WASHINGTON Park (16 only) iSally Jack & Masc’t 
sracie Barrie P 
The Maxellos Capitol (13) 
State (13) Whitney 5is 
tobby Whaling Val Setz . 
comane Duggan Ralph Slater a aret ] $ 
a Aquarium Hotel Roosevelt 
Les Brown Ore Joe Reichman Orc 
ES Rex Stewart Ore Hotel St. Regis 
NEW YORK CITY, Belita Tce Show Blue angel Peggy Norman 
‘ Jack Owen Robert Maxwell Paul Sparr Ore 
Paramount (12) Jansleys Ellis Larkin 3 Theodora Brooks 
Glen Gray Or _¢ {Chris Cross Eddie Mayehoff Hotel Taft 
Jordan lryampany ° MIAMI James Copps Vincent Lopez Orc 
Eugenie Baird Olympia (12) we Hotel Waldorf-A 
Larry Storch Arthur LeFleut Cafe Soctety Leighton Noble Or« 
4 Evans DeLage & Shirley (Downtown) Dorothy Shay 
Manhattan Debs Don Cummings Josh White Frakson 
CHICAGO Dolly Dawn Sarah Vaugho Mischa Borr Ore 
Chicago (13) Boyd & Lurey Clift PaORsOn iceland 
Pete Johnson Ice Revue 
J C Heard Ore Kelly’s Stables 
Cafe Soclety Leonard Ware 4 
(Uptown) Vieki Zimmer 
Pat Flowers Olivette Miller 
Timmie Rogers La Conga 
Beatrice Kraft Diosa Costello 
Edmund — Marianne 
= 5 — ; Carniva Del Casino 
BOSTON 7 Rg ne a Milton Berle Pupi Campo Ore 
Boston (13) Aileen Carlyle Hop, Skip, Jum La Martinique 
Guy Lombardo Ore | A_ Purvis Pullens fop, Skip, D Ren Blue 
Jack Carter SAN FRANCISCO | Elly Ardelty gg ge 
Ly'’n Royce & Nit'a Golden Gate (12) Stan Fisher atsy & Moore 
1926-1946 
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AGENCY 


“The Outstanding Agency” 


Booking for the 
Most Discriminating of 
Independent Theatre Owners 


- @ 
1501 Broadway-Paramount Bidg. 
BRyant 9-6352-3-4 


New York 














Mimi Walters 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (13) 
Spike Jones Ore 
Jorest Midgely 


Amelia Gilmore 


Saleinos Personet’s 
Mischa 
Henry 


Auer 


Busse Ore 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (14) 
Erskine Hawkins O 


The Charioteers 
| Berry Bros 
Dusty Fletcher 





Independent 








NEW YORK CITY 
Musie Hall (13) 

Bettina Dearborn 

Charles Lasky 

Lucille Cummings 

Ed Reichert 

Joe Jackson Jr 

Rockettes 

Glee Club 

Corps de Ballet 
Roxy (12) 

Desi Arnaz 

Peter Lind Hayes 

Sherman & Seckler 

George Prentice 

Bob Johnstone 

Janet Gaylord 
Apollo (14) 

Howard Nichols 


CAMDEN 
Towers (14-16) 
Mage & Karr 
George Lyons 
Bernie George 
Fielder & Harriet 
3 Kings 
CHICAGO 
Oriental (13) 
Duke Ellington O 
Cook & Brown 
cone to fill) 
HARTFORD 
State (14-16) 
The Lambertis 
Koy Rogers 
Liza Morrow 
HOLYORE 


Valley Arena (16) 














Met.: 





LOW, HITE and STANLEY 


PLAY 
LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 


WEEK OF JUNE 13 


EDDIE 
1501 Broadway, New York 


SMITH 














Flatbush 
Herby Lynn 
Miller & Jean 
Mary McClanahan 
The Barrets 
(one to fill) 

Jamaica (10-12) 
Trumpet 2 
Jack DeLeon 
Ernestine Mercer 
Daro & Corda 
Chai & Sonay 

(13-16) 
Gifford 
Austin 


(15-16) 


Gordon 
Virginia 
Byrne Sis 
Morris & Ryan 
3 Wards 
(13-14) 
Don Bruce 
Wyoming 2 
Bromley & Barrett 
Bobby Leroy 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (16) 
A & M Havel 
Montana Kid 
(three to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (16) 
The Marcos 
Danny Drayson 
Paul Regan 
The Debonaires 
Royal (14) 
L Armstrong Ore 
Coles & Atkins 
Slim & Sweet 
Musical Madcaps 
State (13-15) 
Joan Barry 
Bob Coffey 
Dave Seed 
Laslo Rellak Co 
(16-19) 
The Raymon 
Fabian ” 
2eorge Dunn 
Billy Branch Co 


Bobby Byrne 
The Dunhills 
R Adair Dancers 
(four to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Tower (14) 
Sid Blake 
itvans & Mayer 
(two to fill 
NEW BEDFORD 
Baliss SQ (13-15) 
Crandall Sis 
Sally Jack & Masc't 
Sid Rice 
fop Kicks 
Betty Austin 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (13) 
Marion Burroughs 
Benny Meroff Co 
Helene & Howard 
Don & Phil King 
PROVIDENCE 
Metrop't’n (14-16) 
Tex Ritter 
Pals of the 
Phil Marks 
Joe Allison 
Harold Boyd Co 
ROCKEORD 
Palace (14) 
Libonati 3 
LeClaires (2) 
Hiank the Mule 
The Do-Re’'s 
Maria Lawlor 
Paul Walker 
fone to fill) 


Ore 


Prairie 


Ore 


Lyric (10) 
Paysee Dancers 
Alfred Latell 
Don Shalita 
Larry & Lynn 

SPRINGFIELD 

Court Sq (10-12) 
Tex Ritter Co 
Pratrie 


Pals of the 
Marks 





Phil 


SALT LAKE erry | 


Marion Colby 

Ben Yost Singera 
Walter John 
Miriam Gwinn 
Miriam LaVelle 


Club 18 
Jerry Bergen 
Jayne Manners 
Floria Vestoft 
Candi Cortez 
| Roy Sedley 
Flora Drake 
G Andrews Ore 

Copacabana 
Desi Arnaz Ore 
Julie Wilson 
Bob Johnston 
Joey Gilbert 
Lynne Barrett 
Ernie Holst Bd 
| Raul & Eva Reyes 
Peter Lind Hayes 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Joe KE Howard 
Lionel Kaye 
Watson Sis 
Fritzi Scheff 
Ann Pennington 
Willie Solar 
Jacqueline Hurley 
Michael Edward 
Bill Acorn 
Emma ¥rancis 
Jimmy Allison 
Bill Moore 
lour Rosebuds 
Vincent Travers Or 
Morty Reid Ore 

400 Kestaurant 
J Bothwell Ore 
G’wich Village Inn 
Jan Merrill 
Ann Paige 
Carrie Finnell 
BS Pully 
HS Gump 
Russ Carlyle Ore 
Havana-siadrid 
Nestor Chayres 
Virginia McGraw 
Don Casanova 
Harris-Claire- 
Shannon 
Hotel Ambassador 
Louis Betancourt O 
Jules Lande Ore 

Hotel Astor 

Alvino Rey Ore 


Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
Don Costello 
Leslie Long 
Bob Russell 
Kathryn Duffy Dera 
Eddie Stone Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
Dunninger 
N Brandwynne Ore 
Ralph Font Ore 
Hotel Commodore 





Hial McIntyre Ore 

Hote} Dixie 
Larry Funk Ore 
lou Seiler 


Roberta Hollywood 
Jordan & Parvis 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 
Essex Mouse 
Pancho Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Mom! Kai 
Tapu Kava 
Talima 
Maile 
Mokihana 
J Pineapple Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Jerry Wald Ore 
Hotel Pennavivani: 
Geo Paxton Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
Myrus 
Consuelo & 
Los Panchos 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
|} Paul Winchell 
ijGomez & Beatrice 


Artini 





Roger Dannes 
Dixie Roberts 
Joe eandullo Ore 
Sacasaus Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Jackie Miles 
Radio Aces 
Penny Edwards 
} Rays 
Don Saxon 
Ksquires 
Marty Beck Ore 
Buddy Harlowe Orc 
Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
June St Claire 
The Pettys 
Phyllis Arnold 
4 Del Aires 
Susan Dahl 
Bob Wayne 
Art Waner Ore 
Madison Cafe 
Jack Kerr 
Carl Harte 
Patricia Bright 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Monte Carle 
Dick Gasparre O 
Roberto 
Siboneyv 
Old Romualan 
Lest lsros 
Marcella & 
Olga Orlova 
Adrienne Parker 
Joe La Porte Ore 
Riviera 
Ted Lewis Ore 
Noro Morajes Ore 
Ruban Bleu 
Mervyn Nelson 
Paul Villard 
Gina Janss 
Wally Blacker 
Muriel Gaines 
Cedric Wallace Trio 
Russ Kretchma 
Blanka 
Basil Fomeen 
N Alexandroff 
Sari Gorbi 
Mischa Uzdanoft 
Irene Feodora 
Dara Birse 
Karavaeff 
Sptvy’s Roof 
Spivy 
Daphne Hellinan 
Stork Club 
Morales Ore 
Versailles 
Evelyn Knight 
Emil Petti Ore 
Village Barn 
Billy Kelly 
Garlands 
Alicia Wallace 
Page Morton 
Bert Stone 
Patsy Lane 
Jimmy Nola 
Tex Fletcher 
Village Vanguard 
Eddy Manson 
Eleanor Bowers 
Don Fry 
Marais & Miranda 
Hank Duncan Trte 
Wivel 
Bob Lee 
Gertrude Hilda 
an Ainslie 
Francisco 
Bruce Norman 
Vivian Nickolson 
D'Rivero & Belm'te 
Zanzibar 
Rochester 
King Cole 3 
rip, Tap & Toe 
Marie Ellington 
Maurice Rocco 
Howell & Bowser 
Vee Wee Marquette 
Claude Hopkins Or: 
Ted McRae Ore 
Zimmerman's 
Gene Kardos Ore 
W & 5 Brown 
} Wayne Thompson 
Adrienne Parker 


Nich'l's 





Pancho Ore 
Mark Monte Ore Reta Zsiga 
| 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Nick & Vickie 
Billy Bishoy Ore Chez Paree 
Alice Mann i} Danny Thomas 
' Jackie Fields Maurice & Maryea 


Phyllis Claire Jack Lane 
Francis Marion College Inn Models 
Adorables (12) Carl Marx 


Lucio Garcia Ore 


P Frank & Janyce 
Gay Claridge Ore 


Buddy Rich Ore 


- Canee 6 Hotel Stevens 
4 a seonar re — : Oo 
Jay Seiler om +. =aperene 


Virginia Walters 


Johnny Knapp Covsey « 


Ayres 
The Shyrettos 


De-Icers (16) 

: $4 Boulevardears 
Mel Cole wee Copsey & Ayers 
a nea Orrin Tucker Ore 
ay psy ose ee F 
The Albins Latin Quarter 
Cover Girls (6) Martha Raye 








Estrallitos (5) Three Rockets 
Henri Lishon Ore Estelle Sloan 
Hotel Bismarck | Martin Kent 
Harvey Crawford B Yost Cavaliers 
Sherman Hayes Or L Q Lovelies 
Enrica & Novello Buddy Shaw Ore 
Bill Burke Palmer House 
Dell Welcome Ted Straeter Ore 
Martinis (¢2) Gil Lamb 
Eddie Fens Ore Bob Coffey 
. -kste Nip Nelson 
oe eae ” Stuart Morgan (2) 
E Heckseher Ore Merriell Abbott D 
H Edgewater Beh | Rio Cabana 
lStephen Kisley Ore |Jan Murray 
|LeBrac & Bernice | The Bernards 
| DiGatano & Adam | Manor & Mignon 
|Preston Lambert ;The Lovelies (10) 
14 Song Styles |} Lee Davidson Ore 
Hotel Congress Vine Gardens 
| Don Salvo Ore | Jessie Rosella 
| Hotel Continental | Ken Walker 
| Robert Crum | Bobby Sargent 
| Joe Vera Ore | June Hart 
Hotel Sherman | Doreen Winters 
Hoffman }Young & Lucky 








Theatres- 











preem at Lexington, Va., on Mon- 
day (10) night for “Cradle of a Na- 
tion,” Fitzpatrick Traveltalk featur- 
ing historical shrines and educational 
institutions in Virginia. 

Screening, held at the Warners 
State, was attended by Gov. William 
Tuck, state Chamber of Commerce 
officials, several presidents of V.M.I. 
alumni chapters, and 18 Virginia 
college prexies. V.M.I. students held 
a special parade on the campus pa- 
rade ground Monday afternoon, fea- 
turing the same routines depicted in 
the film, 

Western N. Y. Realignments 
Buffale. 

Richard A. Hayman, son of the 
late A. Charles Hayman, was mar- 
ried to Dorothy J. Hicks of Mon- 
terey, Cal., at Del Monte, Cal., last 
month. Hayman manages the Hay- 
man firstrun Strand and Cataract 
theatres at Niagara Falls. 

New 700-seat house is announced 





| 
| T-A-D 
| 
| 








$25,000,000 Centre 


Continued from 








page 2 





|and will have a special room for 
each nation of the Americas. 
| Radio City building is expected to | 
fill a long-standing Miami need for 
complete radio facilities. Included 
in blueprints are television studios 
for “pool” use by franchise-holders 
in that area. Seaplane docks will 
be provided to facilitate transporta- 
tion for visiting stars as well as 
others desiring a quick look-see into 
the operation. 

Designed to seat 6,000, the aqua- 
cade will feature water shows and 
competition between the various na- 





tions, as well as professional lay- 
out. Auditorium will also be used 


for shows and various special exhi- 
bits, while the picture theatre will 
be used for both commercial-indus- 
| trial pictures and those of the Hol- 
|lywood variety. Other plans being 
| considered provide for a nitery on 
|}the exposition site, but final ap- 
|proval appears doubtful in view of 
| the number of boites in Miami Beach 
proper, 

One reason for enthusiasm with 
which plans have been received by 
commercial people is that the per- 
manent exhibit will not only pro- 
vide a site where all inter-American 
irade can be negotiated, but pre- 
sents a formidable challenge to Brit- 
ish competition in South America, 
long a threat to American trade, In 
amusement biz, possibility is seen 


of Miami and Miami Beach becom- 
ing boom towns for niteries and 
theatres throughout the year, with 
further possibility of legit houses 
finally going big time in the Florida 
cities. 















Cantor 


Continued from page 1 











the Dominion, the dialers tuned in 
stations acress the border. This was 
borne out by a survey showing that 
his popularity had not been affected 
by the ban. 

It’s likely now, in view of Cantor’s 
acceptance of the Vaneouver bid and 
his willinghess to help make the 
pageant a success, the ban will be 
lifted next season. 

$8,000 Show 

Vancouver, June 11. 
of 4.200 and names such as 
Eddie Cantor and John Charles 
Thomas will feature Vancouver's 


Cast 


when his broadcast was kept out of ; 


,|for Fredonia, N. Y., to be built by 


D. Feinstein of Pittsburg. 

Myer Fox, former 
office manager here, named Roches- 
ter salesman for company, Jack Bull- 
winkle being transferred to 
sales, 

Shea-Par-Loew community _ the- 
atres now operating at increase In 
admission from 35c to 4Cc. 


runs also upped 5c. 


located on Chautauqua Lake will be 
ready July 1 for operation by Ira Da- 
vis, owner of Peacock Inn, Mayville, 
and William Fisher, Hartfield oil 
operator. 
Many Lincoln Changes 
Lincoln, Neb. 

Realignment at Lincoln Theatre 
Corp. follows the company’s acquisi- 
tion of former independent Capitol 
theatre from “Bob” Livingston, pres- 
ident of the Nebraska Theatre Own- 
ers Assn. Livingston was replaced 
by Ollie Geen, for last two years 
manager at the Stuart. Ted Butter- 
field, for 10 years with Cooper Indus- 
tries, and former manager at Lin- 
coln, takes over the old Stuart spot, 
in addition to being the new city 
manager, replacing Ralph Ayer. 

Johnnie Schafluetzel, manager of 
Nebraska theatre, assumes Butter- 
field’s former duties at Lincoln. 
Charles Shire, until recently in ac- 
counting department, goes to Ne- 
braska. 

Nebraska Theatre Corp., the Var- 
sity, State and Colonial here, is mov- 
ing Walter Jancke, former city man- 
ager for Westland theatres in Gree- 
ley, Colo., in to replace Howard Fed- 
erer as city manager. Federer goes 
to Colorado Springs, Colo., to be as- 
sociated with Westland Ranches, Inc. 





Lowenstein’s Successor 

With Harry Lowenstein, president 
of Allied Theatre Owners of New 
Jersey for the past five years, step- 
ping down, organization ‘s set to 
pick a new topper at its annual con- 
vention slated for June 19-21 at At- 
lantic City. Lowenstein will be tes- 
timonial-dinnered on the closing day 
of the meet. Confabs also feature 
an open forum to which the heads 
of all film companies have been_in- 
vited. 

Old exhibitor grievances will come 
up for gabbing. Agenda calls for dis- 


tion. film rentals, use of local check- 
ers, 16m competition and other in- 
dustry problems. After-hours play- 
time includes a goJf tournament, cab- 


|aret night and cocktail parties. 
Adjunct to the confabs will be a | 


motion picture equipment show. 
Pians also call for a number of 
speakers to lecture on_felevision, 
electronics. and glass fabrics for the- 
atre fireproof decorations. 





Warner Adds Another for Anni 
Everett D. Thorner added ‘to the 
field public relations stafl of War- 





$80,000 Diamond Jubilee Show July 
1-13. Show will be staged in the 
“Timber Bowl,” seating 12,000. 
Producers of the show are well- | 
known local showmen, Leslie A. Al- | 
len and J. Gordon Hilker. Allen is 
a lawyer besides being associated 
with Hilker in putting on stage 
shows, name bands, and concerts in | 
Vancouver. | 
A producer for Ziegfeld and Billy 
Rose, John Harkrider, has been 
given leave-of-absence by the Na- 
tional Victory Show Committee to 
be director-general of the Jubilee 
Show. An associate of Ted Shawn, 
Wilbur McCormack, has been im- 
ported by the producers to do the 
choreography. Music is being com- 
posed-conducted by Lucio Agostini, 
well-known conductor for the Ca- | 
} nadian Broadcasting Corp. 

Tie-ins have been made with all 
local department stores and booths 
have been set up at every important 











downtown corner to sell tickets. 
Fred Spear has been appointed 
menager of the Folly .eatre, Kan- 


; sas City burlesque house, 


ner Bros. going to Denver and Salt 
Lake City territories for 20th anni- 
versary special events. Thorner did 
publicity at N. Y. World’s Fair and 


subsequently was associated with ra- | 


agencies. 
Mpls. Legiter to Pix 
Minneapolis. 

The Lyceum, local 2,100 -seat 

legitimate theatre, is to be re- 

modeled and then devoted more to 

films as well as to touring stage 

shows as a result of its purchase by 


dio ad 


Ben B. Fenton and associates of De- | 
| troit, 


Mich. Fenton group, which 
operates a number of theatres and 
hotels throughout the country, paid 
$450,000 in cash for property which 
also includes an office and store 


| building. 


Indpis. Items 
Indianapolis. 

Indianapolis Variety club is now 
closed for six to eight weeks, for a 
complete redecoration job. Food 
and screening equipment are to be 
| installed. 
| Joe Neger. manager of the 20th- 
|Fox Milwaukee branch, here for 
Decoration Day races. 

Tommy McCleaster, 20th - Fox 
salesman. underwent an appendec- 
‘tomy at St. Vincent's hospital. Ab- 


Continued from page 24 


Columbia Pix | 


Buffalo | 


Chil- | 
dren’s scales to Shea downtown fii'st- | 


New open air picture house to be | 





Exchanges 








| sence leaves sales staff shorthanded, 
|'since George Landis, branch man- 
ager, Laddie Hancock and Frank 
| Warren are in Europe on jaunt won 
|in company’s recent sales competi- 
| tion. 


| 
} 
| 





Eastern Missouri Changes 
St. Louis. 
| Eddie Morris, formerly of Kansas 
City, now covering Missouri terri- 
| tory for local 20th-Fox exchange, 


| William and Don Hope, Sesser, 
|Ill., building a new 400-seater in 


| Elkville, 1. Town never had a film 

theatre until now. 
Milton D. “Bud” 

discharged from 





Lewis, 


recently 
Army, 


succeeded 


Vern Everroad as city manager in 
Danville, Ill, for Public - Great 
States. 


| Kalafat Bros. readying a new 800- 
| seater in Lansing, IIl., for July. 

| Harold Larson new manager of 

State, Mendota, III. 

| A. M. Krull, an Army dischargee, 
| Planning a new theatre in Stover, 
| Mo., which never before had a pic- 
| ture house. 

Eddie Rosecan, owner of Rialto, 
Hannibal, Mo., reopened house after 
|}a $40,000 face-lifting job. 

Elmer Cline opened his new thea- 
tre in Blue Mound, III. 




















Authors’ ‘Honor’ 


Continued from page 2 








} 
| 
Reger in copyright laws here would 
| be effected by treaty. 

Current draft puts forth a com- 
promise measure on “authors’ moral 
rights” laws which would permit the 
creator to sign away control of a 
work by contract. Question of 
whether an organization represent- 
ing the author could do so for him 
might still be unanswered, legalites 
|} aver. Moreover, strong move by 
| Mexico and Argentina may wipe out 
the compromise measure. 

Ifs and Buts 


| As matters now stand, broadcast- 
| ers, publishers and film companies 
| have no hesitancy in purchasing 
rights because U. S. laws governing 
American authors also apply to the 
Latins. But drastic effects of S. A. 
rule is such that a new song could 
not be added to an old operetta to 
modernize it. Even should the com- 
poser receive extra cash for the 
right to add the song, he could later 
step in and call off the deal. Con- 
sequently, leaders in the amusement 
field are actively opposing adoption 
of the draft. 

One of the factors which kept the 
U. S. out of the Berne Convention, 
the worldwide international agree- 
ment on copyrights, is its incorpo- 
ration of “authors’ moral rights,” it 
is pointed out here. Consequently, 
all U. S. consultants to Dr. Luther 
Evans, Librarian of Congress, and 
U. S. delegate, with the possible ex- 
ception of Sidney Fleisher, who rep- 
resents the Authors League, are un- 
derstood to oppose the change. 
These consultants are Justin Miller, 
prez of the National Ass’n of Broad- 











cussions of trade practices, legisla- | 


casters; Herman Finkelstein, repre- 
| senting ASCAP; Benjamin H. Stern 
| of the Book Publishers’ Ass’n; and 
| Edward A. Sargoy, chairman of the 
| copyright section of the American 
} Bar Assn. 


| Latin Music Effects 


| Rhumbas, sambas and tangos may 
be dropped as standard jukebox 
| repertory if the draft goes through. 
Current proviso which applies 
equally to U. S. and foreign com- 
posers, exempts the jukes from the 
payment of royalties for performing 
rights. The jukes have that privilege 
under the U. S. copyright laws as 
“coin-operated machines.” 


| Latin-American composers, under 
| the draft, would be given a copy- 
right on their works in the U. S. 
| which would not be subject to this 
| exemption. Consequently, the music 
| box operators would be compelled to 
pay royalties on music written south 
of the border. More than likely, it is 
said, the jukes would iay off the 
supply rather than foot the bill. 
Compulsory license provision in 
| U. S. copyright law would also-be 
in for a reversal so far as the Latin- 
Americans are concerned. This pro- 
vision forbids the granting of ex- 
clusive rights to make records to 
; any one recording company. Law 
| states that should a music publisher 
be given that right, other companies 
are free to use the piece for record- 





ing purposes on payment of two 
cents per record. 

Draft, however, would exempt 
Latin-Americans from the restrice 


tion. They would automatically have 
greater rights than American com- 
posers and could restrict recordings 
to one company. 
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| ; Hy ie , 
Cc itol, N. VY ' trees, in front of which the ice show 
on stale “ - cs lik thi ut of “Up in) 
looks like something oO c i 
Buddy Morrow Band (15), Ritz) Central Park.” 
Bros. (3), Maxellos (4), Gracie, Latter layout is topped, of 
Barrie, Miriam Lavelle; “Two Sis- | course, by Belita’s superb twirls to 
ters from Boston” ¢ M-G), reviewed | -4me Gershwin and Coward tunes. 
# Vartety. March 6, “46. In the closing spot, het sk iting is 
really nothing but a teaser, but she 
r , ' | probab wise. in view of how 
There’s liitlhe pretense that this | probably | ain — 
| uc yre than a nonotonous such shows in ge 
se ; L C e “< ne . ~ hy 
stage Dill is not im ich mm s of the | and that no matter how fine the 
i e c 4 e Z: Isms ¢ Piete cg the 
at amework for the ZANYS sn . ‘aleat Gal never looked better: the 
Ritz bro Th re in wna in lesged posings, flying spit 
during t entire running me ol ty | é hg 0a Ig Ace, 
layout and tneres ho gal * = sage ck m 
that. w ) yt 7 | n ve be na 
tionab tI | ! etc . 
’ ) Ky 7, Wa P 
i , I. ; 
{ ' l . | 
hor i } no | R mn 
t th I ra ’ 
\ R ‘ p' 
\ 
V ré 
q LOl i . W ' 
: : Leh i I I ) at 1 SOTTIC i 
iso k » t l P Wa a Con ie 
al Gi ie PB for I Mir me Warley aise wet 2 : sas 
Lavelle wit her acrobatic hoo 1) yf the Hoi 
ind tl Maxell with thei tal 1 lot o nills at th 
:1°:.a Loot- yar TI re 1 ho | ) to the “4 ill kath 
. ee a space d the large cast. but that 
there i: h ruddy ~e ) mething that'll be ironed out a 
A I { } mable mae ro 4 , ; oy 
oe ee a t thir was that the pay 
Getting somewhere around $12,000 \ t. and it should mean a lot 
per for t tint, the Ritzes, trauxty i ich shows for Chi hich 
: mnctl 1 (} a i! ! ore f } .F ina 1) 
re frequeniiy unching hard, ; le. very fond of 
is i Only towards the end ni hall M 
they hittu iih any degree ol 
larit though the true test ft l - . 
Ula ty, i i N 7 
perhaps, is the fact that no mattet Apollo, N. ¥. 


this catching, they 


That's it 


what they did at 


drew plenty of laughs. 
make the customer laugh. It’s stil 
the customer who shells out at the 
boxoffice. It's probably all that 
really matters 

That's a particularly funny bit at 
the end, wherein Harry Pitz gets 
mugged with a pie, and anoines 
brother goes running for a cup Ol 
offee and alternately sips the Java 
and licks the pie from Harry’s puss 
It’s strictly from Mack Sennett—but 
it still gets laughs, and that’s the test. 
One can recall the days, some 20- 
odd years back, when the Ritzes 
would have deemed it almost an eco- 
nomic necessity to do this part ol 
the act. Those were lean days. And 
now 12G. 

Miss Barrie? One must eventu- 


ally start looking for new adjectives 
to describe her justifiably. She’ 
around—and can be for as long as 
she wants to be. She's got class, 
voice—everything. 

Miss Lavelle has a few mcments of 
sock acro hoofing that wins vienty of 


audience response. The Maxellos 
two men and two gals, are likewise 
entertaining with the foot stuff, Their 
participation with the Ritzes, how- 
ever, doesn't go over too well. It’s 
the type of thing that Milton Berle 


ypoay 
ar 
le 
it 


seemingly does better than an 
with the Jansleys, an act simi! 
to the Maxellos, with whom Ber 
has worked many times in just tl 
type of extra-curricular activity 
Morrow's band, with the leader 
sliding a stick trombone, nus a neat 
flair for the rhythmies but, by and 
large, the outfit doesn’t have much 
to do. What it does, it does well, 
however. Kahn, 


else, 


lis 


Chicago. Chi 
Chicago, June 6 
Owens, Chris 
Jansleys (3): Truly McGee 
Snyder “Ice Revue,’ 
Ronny Roberts, 
Bissell & Farley, Tony LeMac, 
Hail, Betty Marie, 
(Shirley Larson, Betty 


Belita, Jack 


Marsh 
Marie, 


Mae Cox, 
Bauman, 


Marge Giltner, Lois Jeun 


Kathleen O'Reilly, Charlotie Mc- 
Donald); Lou Breese Orch (17); 
“Suspense” (Mono). 


Monogram has brought Belita to 
first of its 
Chicago 


Chi to hypo “Suspense,” 
pictures ever to play the 
theatre, and Balaban & Katz in turn 
have surrounded her with the Carl 
Snyder-Truly McGee ice show 
a good-to-middlin’ stage layout. 
Net result is a summer show 
combined with the air conditioning, 
makes for a pleasant, coolish hour. 

Lou Breese, who emcees 
pit, gets it going with “Sioux City 
Sue,” and then proceeds io. get 
tangled up in the Jansley’s risley 
turn. Chris Cross does okay with 
“Louie” in the cowboy ventro stuif, 
witn the orch breaking up his 
“Home on the Range” with offkey 
tootlings, but visibility for the baby 
dummy singing “My Man” and the 
sepia tot doing a not-too-sharp im- 
personation of the Ink Spots’ “If I 
Didn't Care” isn’t too good for the 


bleacher customers. 

Jack Owens, “cruising crooner” 
from ABC's “Breakfast Club.” socks 
ove: a quartet of tunes—his own 


“Cynthia’s in Love.” which gets a 
terrif plug, of course, plus “It’s 
Wonderful,” “Cement Mixer” (witl 
a segue from “Trees”), and “All 


Through the Day.” Guy projects a 
friendly personality, sending t 
femmes when he comes down to sit 
in their laps and croon “I Don‘ 
Know Why,” as he does on the ai! 
show. 


First half of the layout is plaved 
in front of drops which are parted 
for the second sector to reveal one 
of the theatre’s best settings in re- 
cent years—an austere winter 
scene backdrop in black with white 


=» Bec 1 


Cross, 
-Carl 
* with Ray Frost, 
Bill & Betty Wade, 
and De-lIcers 
Do- 
lores McCarte, Virginia Raiche, Edna 


Betty Grasser, Marie Krall, 


;calls for a 


and 


that, 


from the 


Louis Armstrong Orch (17) with 
Velma Middleton, Leslie Scott; Billie 
Holiday. 2 Zephyrs, Slim & Sweets 
“Just Before the Dawn” (Col) 

Great trumpet of Louis Armstrong 


sets pace for the Apollo layout right 
up to the climactic appearance ol 
Billie Holiday. What goes on ‘tween- 


time occasional entertainment. 

Just to appease the moderns, Arm- 
strong opens with swingy “Stomp 
at the Savoy.” Then he dips back 
into the gutty style that marked his 
original comeuppance, throating 
“Basin St. Blues” after ad libs on 
the horn 

Following flash surprise at seeing 
a stick-like 6'2-footer dressed in 


tights for a terp routine, there isn’t 
much offered by Slim and 
Some aimless gab and 
dancing build down to the 

Leslie Scott gives 
“Prisoner of Love” 
competent treatment. 

Orch, with eight brass, five reed 
and four rhythm. rides alone in 
“Let’s Have a Session,’ spotting a 
couple of tenor sax that lift 
entire with sock jump wor! 
Maestro husks “Back o’ 


Sweets 
average 
bowout. 
“Gypsy” and 
standard, but 


solos 
house a 
Town Blues,” 
then introduces Velma Middleton 
for “You Won't Be Satisfied.” Pe 
custom, “Hey Boba Rebop” follows 
An excellent and unusual act, Two 
, Zephyrs hold the crowd with the 
'comic-dance pantomime before build- 


ing to nice finish. After coming on 
with dead-pan soft-shoecing, guys go 
into mime stint on crap game to 
rhythm backing by band. Game, 
played with oversize cubes ends in 
fight and murder, still with never a 
word. Lip movements to trumpet 


riff especially effective. 

2illie Holiday doesn’t seem to be 
as popular with this crowd as with 
the 52nd St. habitues. Nevertheless 
she garners boff returns with “My 
Old Flame” and “All of Me.” Styl- 
ized version of blues is closer to 
stanza that marks gal as still being 


tops. Toimm. 
Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, June 7 
Larry Stevens, Vic Perry, Sylvia 
Manon, Deves & Boley, Bobby 


Whaling & Yvette; 
Twice” (M-G)., 
Capitol bill this week 


old show 


“Postman Rings 


follows the 
biz adage that a strong pic 
weak stage show. With 
“Postman” to pack ’em in, the live 
portion of the program falls below | 
the level of recent weeks. 

Larry Stevens, radio 
warbler, heads bill. An 
and personable young man 


and film 
agreeable 
. he really 


goes to town and wows the femmes 
with his rendition of “Laughing on 
the Outside.” Unfortunately, he falls 
several notches below this level in 
his handling of “Blue Skies.” “All 
Through the Day” and “I'in in the 
Mood for Love.” his encore Audi- 


ence sat on its hands during the last 
three although it gave him 
lause for “Laughing.” 

Vie Perry, the British stage 
pocket, handles himself well and has 
good line of patter, although the of- 
fering is marked by sameness. He 
picks pockets. steals suspenders. etc.. 
from people from the audience. He 
irst picks their pockets in the audi- 
torium and gets them on stage to re- 
cover their property. All good for 
1 lot of laughs. 

I Sylvia Manon does a smooth acro- 
matic 


pick- 


idagio with two male partners 
whirling and tossing her to the oohs 
nd of the spectators. Act is just 


+, ) 
i tritie too 


deliberately 
tween the 


stunts, 


paced be- 
the pauses for ap- 


plause coming with great frequency 

Of the entire show, best in his 
narticular field is the curtain raiser. 
Bobby Whaling, trick and comic 
cyclist. wha works with a girl as- 
sistant. Whaling’s act is professional 
In every sense of the word, with 
difficult stunts on a high unicycle 


mixed well with laughs. 
ttming on switches 
stunt. 


and perfect 
from stunt to 
Lowe. 


boff ap- | 


Paramount, N. Y. 
Glen Gray Orch (16) with “Fats” | 
Daniels, Ronnie Dayton; Louis Jor- 
dan Tympany Five (7); Larry Storch, 
Eugenie Baird, 4 Evans, Don Baker; 
Baker; “Bride Wore Boots” (Par), 
reviewed in Variety, March 20, *46. 


Customers were swamped in a mu- 
sical deluge with this layout, but 
bill’s balance held up well, thanks 
largely to Larry Storch and his 
atirical mimings. 

Glen Gray’ rhythn pat- 
terned according to tastes of the 
4 unt’s habitues, were like a 


smooth 


hat it to the lle 


sctrous 


oon 


house, but Jordan’ infe 
: | ymedy 


ConvVuU 1 I i ont 


‘ray, Wi h 5 reea, 4d i 1 4 

vthm follows a 
Ronnie Dayton vocalizing “Prisonet 
* and “It's Only Human” in 
yvoon manner 

Something old, 
tfered by the 
and sister and mother and fathet 
Parents do a 30-year-old routine 
while kids bring it up to date for 
ock returns. 


jump opener with 


best sv 
somethi 


four 


new 
Evans, brothe 


Eugenie Baird, featured on Paul 
Whiteman alrer, } howeased in “All 
You Gotta Do Is Snap Your Fingers 
i 1 “Stardust.” Payer lil 1 it 

Parading standard mimicry sub- 
jects across the boards, plus some 
that aren't usually seen, and all in 
boff fashion, Larry Storch couldn't 
give the crowd enough. Takeofts on 
Cary Grant, Peter Lorre, Humphrey 


Bogart, etc., 
punchy 
ponse. 

Licorice 


were topped with 
material, bringing heavy re- 


sticker “Fats” Daniels is 
spotted in “Blues Rhapsody.” Strange 
that Gray never featured his prize 
Bobby Hackett. 

Jordan stint opens with “Don’ 
Worry "Bout That Mule.” vocals by 
the maestro. “Beware” warmed 
things nicely, and big steamer was 
“Re-Bop.” Climaxer is “Caldonia.” 


package 


Act builds to a= solid finish and 
arries the house. 
Don Baker's organ tunes bridge 


ell between flicker and vaude 
Tomm. 


Orpheum, 8.. A. 
Los Angeles, June 7. 
& George, Mercer 


Johnny Bros. 


(2), Amelia Gilmore, Bill Bradford. 
Frank Evers & Dolores; Al Lyons’ 
House Orch (10): “Captain Tugboat 
Annie” (Rep) and “Throw Saddle 
on Star” (Col). 

For final week of vaudfilm policy. 
Orpheum has reverted to the type 
ot vaude bookings that first launched 


the operation 
week's bill 

turns, all solid in their 
talent. Coincidence is fact that 
“rank Evers, wire artist who opens 
this week’s bill also opened the bill 
13 years‘ago. Evers, recently out of 
the Navy, 


Sept. 2, 1933. 
consists” of 


This 
standard 
particular 


ner, Dolores, who brings s.a. to her 
barefoot wire work. 

Johnny and George, song team, | 
occupy next-to-closing with infecti- 
ous vocaling. They offer “Blues in 
the Night,” “Into Each Life Some 
Rain Must Fall.” “St. Louis Blues” 
and “Bi Mir Bist Du Schoen” to sock | 
returns. Mercer Brothers are a 
| clever soft shoe dance team. Their 


foot work and comedy antics pay off | 

|hefty applause dividends. They’re 
| also back to close the show 
| satire on Spanish dancers, 


Amelia Gilmore wraps up a very 


solid display of tap-ballet footwork | 


} 
| of concert calibre for big response. 
Bill Bradford, baritone, gets over 
with “Embraceable You.” “Oh What 
It Seemed to Be” and “Temptation.” 
Orpheum goes Straight films on 
first run policy after this week. with 
| vaude shifting to the Million Dollar. 
Brog. 





Tower, K. (€. 


Kansas City, June 6. 


Glenn Larson, Frances Urban, 
Jack Morrison, The Littlejohns (2), 
Betty & Eddie, Tower Orch (9) 


with Don Tiff and Beverly Cassady: 
“God’s Country” (Indie) and “That 
Texas Jamboree” (Col). 

The regular entourage of four acts 
with the house band and weekly 
am selection boils down to 35 
minutes this week, and at that tim- 
ing the show is well-knit and has a 
lively pace. 

Lead off is by Don Tiff and 
on “Prisoner of Love” with 
Cassady chirping the vocal. In deuce 
spot Frances Urban combines violin 
playing with adagio dancing. 

Emcee chore is handled by Glenn 
Larson who follows Miss Urban with 
his own single. A crooning cowboy 
Larson has plenty of pep for both 
the emcee work and his own singing 
and reels off novelty number and 


band 
Beverly 


pair of cowboy ditties for nice re- 
turns, 

Betty and Eddie, the weckly am 
winners, stand on their own as a 
regulation act. Their singing of 
“One-zy Two-zy” and dancing of a 
jitter-tap are okay and earn extra 
bows. 


Jack Morrison follows 


with a 


does a polished stint and | 
has dressed act up with femme part- | 


with 


| windup of the show is assigned to 


|The Littlejohns in a combo of bal- 


\ancing and juggling, with their axe- 


juggling standout. 


Quin. 





Oly mpia, Miiami 


| 
} 
| 
| 


Miami, June 7. 
Tommy Dix, Harry Rose, The 
Kemmys, Phyllis Willis, Shooting | 
Mansfields (3) Les Rhode House 
Orch (13); “Devotion” (WB), 
Olympia comes up with a nice 
layout of standard acts for current 


Sane 
Lanza 


Topliner Tommy Dix, youngster 
vith robust voice Opens with 
G it Dav” and clicks Blends his 

tions in smart manner, and 
top vith “Roger Young.” 

Harry Rose purveys his Standard 
routine to garner some hefty laugh: 
Hol down own spot as well as en 

7 nicely, and had to begof! 

I score with thei lar 
burlesque Business in which male 
) mes. involve ed with hat draw 
vocks ret ping iS done neatly 
*noug! ut it’s s the comedy that 

ikes act solid 

Phyllis Willis essays routine im- 
preshes, among them Lena Horne, 
Vera Vague and the usual assortment 
of radio and (film _ personalities. 
Works with dummies to round out 
act 

Shooting Mansfields get over neat- 
ly with their trick riflework 

F Rhode orch provide good 
background for acts. Biz good when 
caught, Lary. 

State, N. Y. 

Les Elgart Orch (15) with Carol 

Norman, Terry Parker; Doctor Mar- 


cus, Pat Rooney, Gene Baylos, Vir- 
gimians (5); “Tangier” (U) reviewed 
in Variety, March 6, °46, 

State’s bill this week, is skillfully 
woven to maintain good balance and 
variety with a heavy dash of 
edy House booker Jesse 
selected for the most 
familiar to this house, 
ing it's Broadway preem here. 

Music for the occasion is by 
Elgart’s crew with an 
tion of five reeds, six brass, 
Elgart, and a trio of rhythms. Music- 
ally, outfit passes muster but over- 
ill presentation is bogged down by 
corn which obscures most of its 
merit. Orchestrations, unfortunately 
are lacklustre, and too frequent 
standups by the varied sections of 
the band are, like the striped blazers 
worn by the sidemen, too reminis- 
cent of the early days. Another un- 
iortunate feature is the tendency of 
some of the men to indulge in un- 
called for clowning at the expense 
of the acts. Trumpet section, par- 
ticularly, attempted trick endings 
which in most cases didn’t come off 

isequently hurt the windup of 
ne of the performers. 


Kaye, has 
part, acts 
with one mak- 


Les 


instrumenta- 
plus 


ind cor 


In the vocal department, Carol 
Norman takes part only in a duet 
vith Terry Parker, and is fairish 
during her brief bit. Parker with a 
spot of his own still needs further 
experience before he can be effec- 
tive. His single number, “I’m in the 


Mood for Love” n.s.h. 

with the vet Pat Rooney as a starter. 
The old boy, always effective here, 
milks his way into doing some extra 
| bits, while Doc Marcus’ hoke com- 
| edy magic pulls its weight in laughs. 
|; Augmenting the comedy de partment 
|is Gene Baylos; who on this occa- 
sion, sounds like a medley of several 
|}other comics with material that 
sounds like it was lifted bodily from 
the routines of his contemporaries, 
| But bits are effective and applause- 


Winning, 
(New 


The Virginians Acts) 
the song section of the layout. 
Jose 


fill 


RKO, Boston 


Boston, June 7. 

Merry Macs. Berry Bros., Artie 
Dann Val _ Setz, Lightning Trio; 
“Badman’s Territory” (RKO), 
Regulation variety show at RKO 
| With Merry Macs living up to rep 
|as harmonizing quartet. Judd and 
| Ted McMichael, Lynn Allen and 
nifty Virginia Reese all rollicking 
in “There’s a Great Day Coming” 
and amusing in new number. “An 
Onion on the Side.” Airwave tech- 
nique puts over “Laughing on the 
| Outside,” “Mr. Beebe” 
| Bi: cuits Mirandy” but a bit 
on “Ashby de la Zooch.’ 
applause. 

Showing 
living 


Off to solid 


some evidence of good | 
rotundly speaking, the Berry 
3ros. (2) present a hot series of 
dance spins. Artie Dann seemed a 
little shy at first in a town which 
has lauded him before but warms up 
in comical patter which seemed 
composed on spur of moment. As a 
juggler, Val Setz is tops: as a mon- 
ologist, he falls about as flat as one 
of his punctured tennis balls 
Lightning Trio does some things 
with skates that has aud plea: cantly 
on edge throughout act. Dame. 


Copa, Chi, Preems in Oct. 


Copacabana, Chicago, set to 


preem in October, has assigned the 
talent booking to Joe Glaser’s As- 
sociated Booking Corp. Spot ex- 


pects to use names as well as a line. 
Wally Wanger, who produces at 


series of dramatic imitations in the the Latin Quarter, N. Y., will do 
‘Lon Chaney-Boris Karloff vein. ,the production. 


}who were 


Victoria Palace 
(LONDON) 
London, June 4. 

Jimmy Nervo and Teddy- Knox, 
Billy Caryll and Hilda Mundy, Doug- 
j}las Byng, Albert Whelan, Randall, 
Melino and Hollis, George and Lita 
Calienta, 16 Victoria Girls. 


This is neither vaudeville nor 
vue; it's a blend that barcly jell: 
Sixteen Victoria gals, in unimpres- 
sive dance offering, start to fair re- 
turn “Quiz Program,” done by 
ind Knox and gang from J 
Hylton’s “For Crying Out Loud,” 
potly and OVCTILOL 


Albert Wi 


til 


re- 


IN ¢ VO ack 


standard 
Ll command 
aitired, he 


SONOS 


1elan, here for 
ntion, im- 
unloads sev- 
topped off by some 

nl mimicry including Robb 
Wiltona 1 George Fo. 


irs atle 
lately 


Crat pop 


mwoyV. 
seems trange to have a wire- 
the Calientas 
Jimmy Nervo 
the act. Inci- 
Calienta cre 
time part 
ays. While 
with Con 
merchandise 


walking act ftourtl but 
potted to give 
a chance to break up 
dentally Nervo and 
brothel! and were al 
of the act, the Hollow 

not rank 
sells his 


are oO 


one 
wire 
Calienta does 
Colleano, he 
nicely, 
Randall, Melino and Hollis, off- 
shoot of former Frank Melino trio, 
stranded in Europe when 


ar started in 1939, have offering 
framed on lines of old standard, Cas: 
}Owen and Topsy. Good for big 
lauehs, but somewhat lisjointed, 
with temme of trio overdoing the 
comedy. Got one of best receptions 
of show. 

Second part has “The Waef Band,” 


com- | 


} 


Act section of the bill plays well | 


|} same type number, 


one of Nervo and Knox 
shows, much overdone, with 
thinly spread. Also the old 
standby, “Hell-Fire Bridge,’ from 
“Crying Out Loud,” which was fun- 
nier when it was topical. Caryll and 
Mundy doing one of their domestic 
squabbles ce always good fer laughs. 
But this is not their best. 

Spell of sanity is provided by 
Douglas Byng in his one-man par.to- 


culled trom 
“Crazy” 
humor 








mime, with Byng depicting all the 
characters to good effect. 

Show is in for four weeks and, if 
it hits the jackpot, may stay longer 
But it will need lots of speeding up 
to hold on longer. Rege. 
insecseedinniietaiatitnsipnieesiieneenemmatennnattenineste ————— 
THE VIRGINIANS (5) 

Songs 
10 Mins. 
State, N. Y. 
This Negro quintet of four men 


and a girl, feature pleasant arrange- 
ments and effective vocal blends. 
They provide their own backing 


with guitar and bass accompaniment 
to give their generally smooth efforts 
a strong beat Gal is particularly 
effective in the solo parts with a 
warm, throaty voice. 
Unfortunately, their 
arranged too similarly 
interest. They 
bers, first with 
other in a comic 
bass player 


songs are 
for sustained 
use two type num- 
gal lead and the 
vein with the short 
teeing off. With two of 
they fail to pro- 
vide sufficient variety. But they do 


have their present numbers up to 
the point where they're applause 
winners in their Jose. 


own right. 


DON COSTELLO 
Dance 


|9 Mins. 





The | 


Glass Hat, N. ¥. 

This tapster, although not a strict 
newcomer to cafes, is given a re- 
view here for the first time. He's a 
lithe terper with a feeling for ballet 
steps. Routines, as yet, aren't of 
top cut since he fails to make the 
most out of his classic style, but 
they contain sufficient sight values 
to hold interest. He can also do a 
straight tap and punctuate it with 
neat turns for registry in that de- 
partment. ; 

Costello enhances his value here 
with a slight singing voice, insuffi- 
cient for solo work, but good enough 
for production numbers. Jose. 


and “Pass the | LESLIE LONG 


feeble | 


Songs 
8 Mins. 
Glass Hat, N. ¥, 
Leslie Long, although needing 


nor experience in projecting het 
numbers, is already endowed with a 


good start in the song department. 
Pipes are pleasant and personality 
is sufficient to hold the ringsiders. 
She's pretty enough for visual 


values. 


Song selection could be improved 


upon. First two numbers “St. Louis 
Blues” and “More Than You Know” 
would have fitted better into the 
latter part of her turn. Sole 
rhythm number did well. Jose. 


Carroll Plans Vanities’ 


Los Angeles, June 11. 
Earl Carroll will form another 
“Vanities” vaude unit next autumn 
for trouping what Coast time is 
available 
No acts 
iayout, 
Sept. 


definitely 
which will 
24 at Million 


set as yet for 
open week of 
Dollar theatre 
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LESS THEATRES THREAT TO B’WAY 





Authors Get Additional Authority 


From Managers on Productions 


meeting between 
York Theatres 
the Dramatists 


At a luncheon 
ihe League of New 
board and that of 
Guild last week, 
of the basic agreement were 
ussed. Changes are not regarded as 
radical and appear acceptable 
to producers generally but some ob- 
jection was voiced during the ses- 
sion. 
provisions giving authors additional | 
authority on stage productions and 
was quoted saying he’d rather lease 
his theatres for radio than submit to 
some revisions. 


dis- 


to be 


tages for picture-rights money 
remain the same, as will the 50- 50 | 
division of revenue from toed 
rights, such as radio, stock and ama- 
teur. Authors made it clear, how- 
ever, that they must okay all deals | 
other than actual production. Stipu- 
lation that authors have the right | 
to select the dance director, orches- 


tra conductor and contractor appears 
to have steamed up some showmen 
specializing in presenting musical 
shows, explaining Shubert’s flareup. 

The agreement expires June 15 
but it’s doubtful that the revisions 
can be negotiated by then. An ex- 
tension of the contract is expected to 
be agreed upon. A printed brochure 
of 56 pages contair..ng comments on 
the changes as sought by the Guild 
was submitted to the League. Most 


of the revision is said to clarify the 
status of authors having the last 
say in casting and other production 
angles. 

When a producer accepts a play 
he may contract only for the stage 
rights, and in case of a hit he gets 


the major profit. Basic agreement in 
providing for authors to decide on 
the disposition of all other rights 
is for the purpose of protecting them 
from any possible managerial abuses. 
Formerly producers were inclined to 
combat the Guild, but they have 
Jong since realized they 
wrights and composers 
stay in show business. 


MARDEN’S EXTENSIVE 
PLAYHOUSE CHANGES 


Interior of the Playhouse, N. Y., is 
fo be extensively rebuilt, 
to plans submitted by architects to 
Ben Marden, who recently acquired | 
the theatre. New owner figures on 
increasing the capacity to 1,200 seats, 
turning it into a two-floor house in- 
stead of the present three floors, 
which have but 865 chairs. Tenants | 
of offices upstairs in the front of a 


vitally to 





building have been given notice to | 


Vacate. 

One of the two floors will 
turned into an air-conditioned re- 
hearsal hall, Marden to occupy the 
top floor for his» own 
William A. Brady, who owned the 
Playhouse and holds a mortgage on 
it, will, however, have office quar- 
ters at his disposal. 
Cosker, who has a minority interest 
in the property, will not be active in 


its operation, according to indica- 
tions. 
“The Glass Menagerie” grosses 


have dropped sharply and it was 


announced to suspend at the Piay- | 


house June 29. It will possibly re- 


light late in August at another thea- | 


tre prior to Chicago. 





L.A. Legit Stock Co. 


Formed; Awan Topper 


Hollywood, June 11. 


Adrian Awan, 
duced the Pilgrimage Play 


s, has in- 


corporated the Los Angeles Reper- | 


tory Theatre with Harry Zevin, 


Jack Present, Paul Schreibman and | 


John Moss as associates, with tem- 


porary offices at Crossroads of the 
World and a starting bankroll of 
$50,000. 


Object of the new corporation is 
to present a series of eight legit 
plays at the Mayan theatre, starting 
Sept. 16, with an overall plan cov- 
ering 32 weeks, during which old 
and new plays will be staged, with 


Star film names on the marquee and | 


& stock company in the supporting 
roles, Company is now negotiating | 


with film stars for the 1946-47 pro- 
£ram. 


proposed revisions | 





| conceded 
| repudiated 
| duties 


|his presence within the theatre. 
need play- | 





according | 


be | 


enterprises. | 


| skedded 


Alfred J. Mc- | Second company of 





j;and Chi company of 
day.” 


who formerly pro- | 


, weekend 


Film Biz Pyramids 
In Land of Sphinx 


Hollywood, June 11. 


Film business is booming along 
the Nile, according to four Egyptian 


| editors currently visiting Hollywood. 
Lee Shubert was annoyed at | Native producers, they declared, are 


turning out an average of five ara- 


| bic language pictures a week to aug- 
}ment American, 
productions. 


British and French 


Journalists are Abdel Kader Ham- 


The present 60-40 sharing percen- |za, Galal el Hamamsi, Nigib Canaan 
will |and Fahmy Samaha, 





‘Laffing Royalties 


Claim Holds Up 
Estate Solution 


Certain court proceedings must be 
completed before the estate of the 
late Harry A. Kaufman can be set- 
tled, namely Louis Lotito’s claim of 
royalties from Lee Shubert and 
Olsen and Johnson in the matter of 
“Laffing Room Only.” Executor fig- 


ures 112% of the “Laffing” grosses 
are due the estate, and while Kauf- 
man did supervisory work for the 


, show from his bedside, he died just 
it started tryout performances | 


after 
in the fall of 1944. Reported that an 
attorney for Olsen and Johnson first 
the percentage arrange- 
is alleged to have later 
it on the grounds that 
the deceased was unable to perform 
which would have required 


ment but 


Justice Lloyd Church, in New 


York supreme Court, denied motions 


of attorneys on both sides for sum- 
mary judgment and ruled there are 


| triable issues to be argued. Owner- 
;ship of the « 
| Winter Garden, N. Y., 


show, which played the 
is listed as 
the J. O. S. Corp., identified as rep- 
resenting John (Ole) Olsen, Chic 
Johnson and Shubert. 

Kaufman's association with O. & J. 
dated back to 1938, when O. & J.’s 
“Hellzapoppin” opened a long stay 
on Broadway. 





‘LAURA’ OPENS NEW 


SEASON IN CHICAGO: 


Chicago, June 11. 
Chicago’s new legit season is lining 
up, with “Laura” opening at the 
Harris Monday (10), 
“Ring Twice Tonight” due in July 7 
and the Joe E. Brown “Harvey” 
for the Harris, Aug. 5. 
“Dream Girl,” 
with Judith Parrish, Richard Wid- 
mark and Phil Arthur, comes to the | 
Selwyn, Sept. 2; “Oklahoma!”, 
previously announced, returns Sept. 


i'9 for 12 weeks, and Theatre Guild- 


sponsored Walier Huston starrer, 
“Apple of His Eye,” is due in Dec. 2. 

Also due, but undated, 
‘Bloomer Girl,” “Follow the Girls,” 
“QO Mistress Mine,” “Carousel,” 


“Three to Make Ready,” “Red Mill” 


$24,500 in Detroit 


“Laura” grosse@ a great $24.500 
in its week stay at Cass, Detroit, 
last week, amazing for a stage ver- | 


sion following a pape film. 


Grisman Sets Musicals 


For A.C. Shore Season 


Atlantic City, June 11. 

Final plans were made over 
for stock musicals to 
presented this summer in the 
torium. Sam Grisman, who has 
lease, will bring 
in as first production July 2. 
Widow” will be the second 
tion and “Girl Crazy” third. 
The Grisman organization is 


be 


“Merry 


here 


'this week to start local promotion 
Auditorium 
| ballroom will be used which has an 


and arrange set-up. 


‘excellent stage. 


| decade, 


{into the laps of the banks. 
| the upturn of property values, 
i tually all 


|ing is 





| shortages. 





| however, 


as| 


are | 


“Born Yester- | 
| the 
| headed 
/ ceived $10,000 annually and handled 


the 
Audi- 
the 


“The Student Prince” 


attrac- 


SHOWMEN HOPE 





showmen are becom- 
of the de- 


theatres 


Broadway 
ing increasingly conscious 


creasing number of legit 
They realize 
are built in the near 
ing will have to be 
score or more of 
dropped off the list in the past 
and there has not been a 
modern theatre built in the Broad- 
way section for at least 25 years. 
During the depression, and there- 
after, a flock of houses were tossed 
With 
vir- 
dis- 


that unless new houses 
future, produc- 
curtailed. A 
legiters have 


such holdings were 


| posed of, some being real’bargains 
Realtors are now looking over show 
business, aware that theatre operat- 


generally and consistently 


profitable. 


That they are willing and ready to | 


finance new theatre building, or form 
corporations for that purpose, was 
indicated recently when _ several 
showmen were approached. Some 
seasons ago it was thought that legit 
activities would gradually shift to 


the upper eastside, but there has 
been no trend in that direction, and 
the Rockefeller development of 


Radio City appears to have anchored 
theatricals to the Broadway sector. 
There are an unlimited number of 
site possibilities, with present build- 
ings mostly of obsolete construction. 

New theatres will probably be 
built with the collaboration of man- 
agers and others in show business. 
Not figured to participate are the 
Shuberts, who went on a theatre- 
building and buying binge 20 years 
ago. That outfit has been leasing its 
less-desirable houses to radio in re- 


cent years, but two years ago ab- 
sorbed the Century and Adelphi, 
| both large houses. Shuberts now 


'have 17 legiters owned or operated 


by them, considerably more than any 
other firm on Broadway. 

There are 35 houses currently 
listed for legit as against nearly 60 
before the volume of annual produc- 
tion nosedived. At least one (Alvin) 
will switch to radio next season, and 
there may be more, but two houses 
which changed hands recently are 
announced to continue the policy of 
stage attractions. Last season it was 
felt that New York was under-the- 
atred, which accounted for house 
City Investing Co. Owns 
and operates five legiters and two 
others which formerly had _ that 
policy but now have pictures. 

City Investing will ultimately raze 
the block on the west side of Broad- 
| way between 45th and 46th streets, 
including three and possibly four 


| legit houses on the latter thorough- 


fares. New building will include 


Mae West's | one or two large pictures theatres 


but no legit replacements. Possible, 
that the firm will be a 
|factor in theatre-building on other 


| sites. 





Paul Moss Renamed 
City Center Director; 
Cuffoed, But Now Paid 


Paul Moss, former N. Y. license 


_commissioner, has been reappointed 


managing director of the City Cen- 
ter, popular-priced theatre owned by 
city of New York. When he 
the license bureau he re- 


the theatre on the cuff. It’s under- 
stood he’s now receiving a salary. 
Non-profit corporation has Mayor 


William O'Dwyer as president, with 
Newbold Morris chairman of the 
‘board; Gerald F. Warburg, vice- 
| president; Walter S. Mack, Jr., treas- 
urer: Mrs. Arthur M. Reis, secre- 
tary; Ralph Falcone, comptroller 
Richard Aldrich and Richard Rodg- 
ers are new board members. Ben 
Ketchum, business manager, and 
Jean Dalrymple, press agent, have 
been retained, 
Mt. Stasteenne Resumes 
Pittsburgh, June 11. 


Mountain Playhouse, Jennerstown 
Pa., will resume operation June 22 
after being shut since 1942 because 
of the war. A 10-week season is be- 


‘ing mapped. 


ANEW BLOG. 


ifrom Tams, 
'and radio rights. 





| Broadway 


| ther 
|} and actors, 


{ment and 


| 40% 





Welles Will Let the N. Y. Critics 


Live On—His ‘World Does Hot Biz 





Bullock’s Settles On 


Musical Infringement 
Bullock's, 


Claim 
Los Angeles department 
the Tams-Witmark 
settled for 
of musical 


for royalties from 


store, by 
music library 


$1,000 


shows 


has been 
broadcasts 


Music used was from “Hit the 
Deck,” “New Moon,” “Rio Rita” and 
|“Babes in Toyland.” Contended 
|Bullock’s that there was no intent 
to infringe and the programs were | 
local, being confined to station KF] 


‘Windy City 
Blows 3006 
In Chi Floppo 


“Windy City,” which expired last 
midweek Chicago, when the 
Great Northern theatre was ordered 
following the 


in 


closed disastrous 


Four 
were 
made last fall without authorization 


: |; previous week. 
which controls the stage . 


| both 
by i 





Orson Welles is inclined to cancel 
his hex on the New York critics 
who panned his “Around The 
World.” The new Broadway musical 
had an excellent starting week 

In his regular Sunday (9) ABC 
1letworks broadcast the actor-author- 
producer didn’t mention whether the 
“voodoo drums were pulsing the 


summer air” in Harlem, as he did the 
He seemed to have 
mellowed. He thanked two critics, 
John Chapman of the News and 
Wolcott Gibbs of the New Yorker, 
of whom wrote favorably of 
‘World.” 

In seven performances last 
at the 


week 
Adelphi takings were close to 


$28,000. If a full week had been 
|played, the gross would have been 
$33,500. It’s possible for “World” 


to get $44,000 in eight performances, 
and it may touch that level next 
week when installation of a cooling 
system will have been completed. 
| There will be no Frida y perform- 
ances, as Welles has a_ sponsored 
radio program on that night, but 
the show is playing Sunday, eve- 
nings, placing “World” on an eight- 
performance basis. 

Playgoers have been going for the 


musical, and there’s been plenty of 
| activity in agency circles. By Sat- 
|urday (8) it was clear that “World” 


was a hot ticket. Show was capac- 
ity by Friday and registered simi- 
larly the next night, even Saturday 


Hotel La Salle fire there, goes into | afternoon seeing strong patronage 


the records as one of the season’s 
costliest 
“Spring 
closed 


Bly,” 


flops, 
which 
and 

briefly 


Brazil,” 
town, 


in also 


out of 
which _ tarried 
“Windy” is 
have cost Over $360,000, 
applying to “Nellie” 
and probably one or two more mu- 
sical casualties during 1945-46 en- 
tailed as much coin, with very little 
salvage was possible. 
Settings for “Windy” 
Chicago, indicating slim 
rescue and 
Premature closing, 
set for Saturday (15), produced fur- 
red both to the management 
the latter losing a half 


on 


similar red 


and “Brazil,” 


chance of 


week's salary. 
was also ordered closed but the or- 
der was rescinded and no perform- 
ances of 
skipped. 

Richard 


Kollmar presented 


“Windy,” under an unusual backing | 


by Harry Brandt, 
N. Y. picture exhibitor. Musical 
was budgeted for $180,000, put up 
by 60 individuals who posted $3,000 


setup arranged 


each. Deal provided for an addi- 
tional “call” of 25°, which was ex- 
ercised, so that the angels actually 


put in $3,759 and the production nut 
mounted to $225,000. 
Agreement between 
the backers 
them to get 60% of 
profits, or 1% to each, the remaining 
to go to Kollmar and Brandt, 
It is understood that the latter 
financed “Windy” after the backers’ 
money was consumed. Show ran into 
| heavy road losses, and when it was 
shifted from Philadelphia to Boston, 


the manage- 
called for 


i'then to Chicago within a two-week 


period, the cost of transportation 
plus operating loss amounted to 
$46,000. Company layed off mors 
than a week in Chi to rehearse a 
revised book, the actors being paid 
during the Jull, Equity refusing to 
make a concession Loss on the 


Loop date piled up the red. 


OLIVIER EYES BRITISH 


RIGHTS TO ‘YESTERDAY’ 


Laurence 
ested in buying the 
‘Born Ye 
vay hit, be 
England 
the 


British rights 
sterday,” current Bre 
fore he goes 
Olivier is currently 
Old Vic 


home 
ying 
with 
York 

Olivier would presumably 
“Born” with himself in the 
ated by Paul Douglas, 


and his 
Vivien Leigh, in the Judy 


stage 


ipart. 


commensurate with | c 

; allotment but 2,000 tickets were sold 
| directly at the boxoffice in one day. 
“Nellie | 


estimated | *** - : 
|in it but the kitchen sink. 


‘emained in | - 
| merriest 


. , | theatre,” 
a Broadway showing. | 


hi . | 
which had been | comparatively brief, 


| posed to be a serious political com- 
|; mentator,” 


The Shubert, Chi, | 


“Up In Central Park” were | 


the possible | 


| Miss 


Olivier is reported inter- 
to 
jad- 


to 
company in New 
part cre- 


wife, 
Holliday 


despite the intense heat. A theatre- 
party outfit failed to dispose of its 


On the second night Welles inserted 
a gag. Out in one, he said some critics 
wrote that “World” has everything 
He mo- 
| tioned to a stagehand—and one was 
|trundled on. It got a laugh. 

In the Sabbath broadcast Welles 
thanked Vivien Leigh and Helen 
Hayes for laudatory letters to him. 
The note from Miss Hayes, which 
included the phrase “one of the 
time I’ve ever had in a 
was published in ad form. 
Welles’ comment on the show was 
“for I'm sup- 
program then switching 
to polities. 


‘BULLET IN THE BALLET’ 
WITH IRINA BARONOVA 


Irina Baronova, ballerina who 
danced in the Broadway musical, 
“Follow the Girls,” last year, has 
been signed as star of a mystery- 
musical, “Bullet in the Ballet,” 
which Val Gielgud will produce in 
London in October. Producer, 
brother of actor John, has scheduled 
rehearsals for August. Musical, 
based on a mystery of same name 
by Caryl Brahms, has performance 





of the ballet “Petrouchka” in its 
first act. 
Ballerina, former star of Ballet 


Russe de Monte Carlo and Ballet 
Theatre, flew from N. Y. to Rio de 
Janeiro Monday (10) to join Col. de 
Basil’s Original Ballet Russe, which 
opens its season in Rio June 20. 
Although ballet troupe will stay in 
S. America for the summer season, 
Baronova will return to N. Y 
in July to leave for her London legit 
engagement. 


Sayae’ s Brazil Return 


Bidu Sayao, Metopera’s Br: 
soprano, will return to her 
land Aug. 1 for first time 
years, to sing lead in 
“Pelleas et Melisande” 
Municipal, Rio de Janeiro. 

Soprano will be back in U. S. for 
appearance with the San Francisco 
Opera Co. Sept. 24 and Telephone 
Hour broadcast Sept. 30 

Wittop Doubling 

Freddy Wittop to costume Ameri- 
can Repertory Theatre’s productions 
of “School For Scandal’ and “For- 
tunato,” 

Under professional name of Fed- 
erico Rey, Wittop (who was partner 
of the late Argentinita) is also fill- 
ing several dance engagements this 
| summer, 


Zilian 
native 
in six 
Debussy's 
at Teatro 
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Mae West 
Scores in 
Play Here 


By Ed Nelson . 

Ware-Hazelton Attractions 
brought Mae West to the Oak- 
land Auditorium Theatre last 
night in “Ring Twice Tonight” 
—and the audience laughed fre- 
quently. This new comedy will 
be repeated tonight, after which 
the company heads East to play 
in Chicago. 

It is a pleasure to report that 
Mae is at her sultry and slinky 
best. Gorgeously gowned, in 
trouble or out of it, she plays a 
tongue-in-cheek version of an 
adventuress for fun, her expres- 
sive, saucy drawl working to per- 
fection. 

The plot revolves about the 
“balloon gag,” which is a nifty 
variation of the Westian trade- 
mark, “Come up and see me 
some time.” 

And Mae has the time of her 
life making pawns of the men 
who reach her apartment in the 
hilarious and amorous proceed- 
ings. Among others, she handles 
a pair of sailors, a taxi driver, a 
gangster, a killer from Mexica, a 
senator, an Argentine lover and, 
of course, her fiance, played by 
young Michae! Ames, and his 
father, Roy Gordon. She also 
finds time to sing some jive and 
ballad. 

All of this takes place in a 
swank Washington, D. C., apart- 
ment, where La West hides out 
after fleeing involvement in a 
Mexico City murder. 

At the curtain’s fall, the ap- 
plause was long and spontaneous 
from West admirers. 

Oakland Post-Enquirer 








Mae West's 
Play Praised 


By HERBERT WORMSER 

The husky-voiced, smirking 
sinuous-wrigling Mae West re- 
turned to the living stage last 
night at the Auditorium in a 
first performance of “Ring Twice 
Tonight,” a gay, wisecracking 
comedy. 

An admixture of farce comedy, 
melodrama and straight comedy 
was obviously written for Miss 
West by a team of three, Miles 
Mander, Fred Schiller and 
Thomas Dunphy. They knew 
what they were doing for their 
play is filled with laughs and sit- 
uations that only the undulating 
lady could project successfully. 
Miss West has ample opportun- 
ity for flamboyant entrances and 
plenty of chances to deliver the 
double-entendre lines. 

Miss West wanders in and out, 
dominating the proceedings with 
the many, many men all beguiled 
by her famous come-hither look. 
If there ever was a play with the 
theme “come up and see me 
some time” “Ring Twice To- 
night” is it. 

The audience laughed hard 
and long and the enthusiasm 
indicates that Miss West has a 
play that will have audiences 


chuckling for a long time. 


Long Beach Press-Telegram 





Mae West’s ‘Ring Twice’ 


Is Comedy Click at Preem 


“Ring Twice Tonight” opened at the Long Beach Municipal au- 
ditorium last night for a one-night break-in, revealing a script 
that pays off at the boxoffice. Miss West is up to her old tricks 








but with a new slant. Instead of the come-on, she is trying to get 
rid of them. She bats down approximately one dozen suitors. 
The switch from Miss West’s usual lure plus the lines and gags 
given her make for lots of laughs throughout the evening. 

Comedy by Miles Mander, Fred Schiller and Thomas Dunphy 
has Miss West in the role of an adventuress who is about to marry 
a young million-heir. From the buildup on her past it appears 
she has had an unsavory history. It all comes out fine in the 
end with a star-spangled finish that reveals her as a G-girl. Her 
maids send out balloons with her cards on them to Keep her from 
being lonely. Result is an assortment of strange characters who 
show up with a gleam in their eye. 


Miss West shows a terrific sense of timing and showmanship. 





Russell Fillmore’s direction is very sharp. Rita Glover’s setting 
is in best possible taste. Show undoubtedly will click in its Coast 


run. Daily Variety 









































Mae West “Rings” 
Bell at Long Beach 


Mae West in a sneak preview 
of “Ring Twice Tonight” at the 
Long Beach Municipal Auditor- 
ium enjoyed a full house of ap- 
proximately 3,000 last night, 
overcoming the difficulty of im- 
provised seating to record a 
laugh a minute for the two-hour 
show 


In a switch from the usual 
West personality, Mae wards off 
male visitors with fancy dialogue 
instead of giving them the come- 
on. There are 15 men (two of 
them sailors) and a colored maid 
in the cast besides West. Michael 
Ames and Don Harvey provide 
the major support. Cleo Des- 
mond as the maid is a standout. 

The swank apartment set by 
Rita Glover is equal to the best 
that Hollywood films employ. 
Capable direction by Russell 
Fillmore is evident. The show 
goes to Fresno tomorrow night. 

Hollywood Reporter 








Mae Gives ’Em 
The Expected 


You cannot accuse the pro- 
ducers of “Ring Twice Tonight” 
of taking anybody’s money under 
false pretenses. They promised 
to present Mae West playing 
Mae West with all the Westian 
mannerisms. This they made 
good on. All Miss West’s trade- 
marks were there—slinky walk, 
bedroom eyes, sexy intonations, 
Suggestive dialogue. 

“Ring Twice Tonight” will not 
win the pulitzer price for the 
year’s finest play. However, it 
seemed thoroughly to please the 
customers who laughed fre- 
quently and easily and thor- 
oughly enjoyed themselves. 

The first couple of acts allowed 
people to think the worst of the 
buxom Miss West—that she was 
a murderess, a blackmailer, a 
swindler and the lover of a dozen 
men. In the final scene she was 
cleared of all the-allegations ex- 
cept the last. 

This being the character of 
the heroine, she was doubtless 
pleased with the large cast, 
which was exclusively male ex- 
cept for a maid and a cook. Most 
of the large company of gentle- 
men played their parts well, par- 
ticularly a small sailor whose 
knowledge of boogie woogie was 
phenomenal. 


San Jose Evening News 





Mae Scores in New Play 


LONG BEACH, May 16—Mae West returned to the stage this 
evening in a first performance of an exuberant, gay comedy, 
“Ring Twice Tonight.” 

Craftsmen have tailored a glove-fitting, humorous production 
for the hip-swinging actress who enacts the role of an adventuress 
in love with the son of a wealthy Washingtonian. The plot starts 
in spice and dissolves in sugar, with Miss West providing every- 
thing an audience would expect of the woman who created 
“come up and see me sometime.” 

Miles Mander, Fred Schiller and Thomas Dunphy have written 
a wise-cracking piece ideal for the typical Westian delivery. The 
star stops the show every minute she’s on the stage. The comedy 
should be a success on Broadway. ae 

A large audience in Long Beach’s vast Municipal Auditorium 
received the play enthusiastically. Russell Fillmore directed. 

L. A. Times 




















Mae West’s New Play Given 


Big Hand at Premiere Here 


Mae West, the gal with the figure and “that” walk, has a real 
hit in her new stage vehicle, “Rijg Twice Tonight.” 

That was the opinion today of Berkeleyans and other East Bay 
residents who filled the Oakland Auditorium Theatre last night 
to see Miss West and a supporting cast of 30 in the new produc- 
Pret that may become one of the outstanding theatrical hits of 


While the new Mae West ve- 





Miss West is taken for a mod- 

















hicle still has a few rough spots 
to be ironed out, the initial per- 
formance brought a ready re- 
sponse from the appreciative au- 
dience. It is full of smart 
comedy lines and the plot moves 
along smoothly to a surprise 
ending. 

The scene is laid in Washing- 
ton, D. C., and depicts Miss West 
in an entirely new character. 
The supporting cast, which in- 
cludes Michael Ames, Cleo Des- 
mond, Roy Gordon and Charles 
G. Martin, is excellent. 


SURPRISE ENDING 





ern international adventuress at 
the opening of the plot and 
members of the cast are intro- 
duced in quick sequence through 
a novel “balloon gag” that pro- 
vides much of the humor. The 
final scene reveals the star in 
an entirely different role and 
provides a surprise ending that 
carries considerable punch. 

_ Closing its two-day trial run 
in Oakland tonight, the show 
will play San Francisco and 
Chicago before moving on to 
New York. 

Berkeley Daily Gazette 





EVERY SPOT RINGS WITH CRITICS’ PRAISES! 
EVERY DATE RINGS UP NEW RECORDS! 
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80 Strawhats Now 


Equity has again revised its expectations for summer stock activity, 
which may reach a new high in the number of rural showshops this 
season. A total of 80 strawhats should dot the eastern states from Vir- 
ginia to Maine, more than any summer during the past 10 years. 

In 1939 there were 55 hideaway stocks but after gas rationing started 
due to the war, the number dropped steadily. Last summer the total 

vas Zo. 
ear? of last week 65 stocks had posted salary guarantees with Equity, 
and 15 more were due to comply before the end of the month. Summer 
stock has hardly started but Hollywood talent scouts are figuring on 
extensive coverage, while Equity inspectors will probably do likewise 
to check on whether the barnyard impresarios are adhering to the rules. 





Inside Stuff—Lesit 


The impressive dais at the recent Jewish Theatrical Guild dinner honor- 
ing John Golden, at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., a couple of weeks ago, is still 
drawing wide comment from those who attended. The dais included the 











who's who not only of show business but also of other fields, including | 


Mrs. Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 


Louis Nizer, the attorney, toastmastered. Other speakers were Mrs. | 
Roosevelt, Eddie Dowling, Albert D. Lasker, Harry Hershfield, Jack 
Benny, Deems Taylor, Major Gen. Irving J. Phillipson, Fiorello H. La- 


Guardia. The dais also included Chief Magistrate Edgar 
District Attorney Frank S. Hogan, Noble Sissle, James E. Sauter, Mady 


Christians, Newbold Morris, Will H. Hays, William Gaxton, Congressman | 


Sol Bloom, James A. Farley, Rupert Hughes, Grover A. Whalen, William 
Morris. Jr.. Gen. William (‘Wild Bill”) Donovan, Lee Shubert, Charles 
McCabe, Fannie Hurst, Bert Lytell, Dr. Harry N. Wright, Gen. John Reed 
Kilpatrick, Mrs. Frank Vanderlip, Police Commissioner Arthur W. 
lander, Walter Vincent, Gene Buck, Abel Green, Rube Goldberg, A. J. 
Balaban, Regan “Tex”? McCrary, Alfred J. McCosker, Mary Margaret Mc- 


Bride. Brock Pemberton, Arthur Hopkins. Bill Robinson, Rabbi Abraham | 


Burstein, Father 
Golden, of course. 


Henry J. Lenahan and Rev. Walter S. Bentley. And 


An investigation was recently conducted by the federal admissions tax 
department in N. Y. following claims made by a Broadway house 
aver who alleged that the boxoffice staff was selling “locations,” 
that a number of patrons were admitted without tickets and ushered to 
seats designated on a slip of paper. The result was negative. 

G-men came in on the case after anonymous letters were sent a pro- 
ducer, theatre owner and others, the missives being potscribed to the 
effect that the “revelation” had also been sent a newspaperman but never 
received by him. Letter-writer then went to the tax department in per- 


man- 


son, with the result that brokers were quizzed and their records scrutin- | 


ized. It was then quickly discerned that the irregularities were non- |! 
existent. 
However, the matter caused considerable comment and not a little 


aggravation among those involved. When the house man was interrogated 
about getting in racial arguments backstage with a department head, he 
mumbled something about family troubles. He is not slated for a 
ager’s Job next season. 


man- 


Although Orson Welles is due on the Coast in July for his first actor- 


director stint at Columbia, on Sherwood King's “If I Die Before I Wake.” | 


actor is quite likely to delay the assignment because of his involvement in 
the legiter “Around the World.” Actor-producer, aroused by critica] pans 
and by word-of-mouth praise, says he plans staying with show, in which 
he has a‘prominent role, if it builds, and will stay around, if it flops, to 
take it on the chin himself. Ads have played down his name and part in 
the show, not because he wanted to bow out, he says, but so’s not to push 
himself. Now Welles plans changing ads and publicity, to give more prom- 
inence to himself, indicating he plans to rise or fall with the show. 


A Hollywood daily last week had to back-track on its sob-sister story 
written about old-time vauder Frankie Bailey and her destitute condition. 
According to report, Miss Bailey, known in the Weber-Fields era as “Girl 
With the Million-Dollar Legs,” supposedly was going blind from cataracts 
on both eyes, ekeing out a $50 a month existence on old-age pension, etc. 

Following story’s appearance, further investigation revealed that the 
former glam-gam gal had exaggerated her condition and she retracted the 
substance of her statements. Seems she has ample resources for the neces- 
Sary operations and friends have been coming through nicely. 





Old Vic players, winding up a sensational six-week engagement at the 
Century, N. Y., this Saturday (15), had to release 22 hours for each of two 
CBS appearances. On June 2 they went on the air with “Richard III,” 
and last Sunday (9) they presented “Peer Gynt,’ which were not in 
their repertory at the Century. Each program ran 90 minutes. CBS 
officials were gratified at the batches of mail that followed each program. 

Having come from London as a unit, Old Vie actors did not come within 
Equity’s 1egulation alien-actor rules but were each required to pay $9 
dues for one six-month period. Ordinarily foreign actors are required to 
pay Equity 5% of their salaries, with a minimum of $10 weekly. 


Richard Watts, Jr. and John Mason Brown are still closest in running 
for drama critic’s spot on N. Y. Post next season to replace the late Wilella 
Waldrof who died last winter. Vernon Rice, second-string critic who filled 
in second half of past season as reviewer, however, is still being considered 
as a regular, if he shows further writing improvement over the summer, 
Post management favoring idea of upping a staffer as against bringing in 
an outside “name.” (Brown, of course, once held the job on the Post.) 
Watts, reported (elsewhere) making a South America trip, is definitely not 
going. 





“I Remember Mama” will finale its long engagement at the Music Box, 
N. Y., “any Saturday.” Principal reason for extending it week to week 
is to try out replacements for the minor characters: a couple of “finds” is 
reported. Mady Christians and Oscar Homolka wil! continue as co-stars 
when “Mama” takes to the road. 

John van Druten comedy-drama is the first managerial venture by 
Rodgers and Hammerstein. Tour in the autumn may not include many 
stands because it is difficult to troupe the settings and revolving plat- 
forms. Expectation is to have an extended stay in Chicago. 

Understood the Shuberts are intent on acquiring a legit house in Holly- 
wood to take advantage of the increasing demand for stage fare in that 
sector. Attempts have been made to buy into existing theatres there, with- 
out success. Current report is that the Broadway producers have an eye 
On a parking lot on Hollywood blvd., a block from Vine street, for the 
construction of a Jegit house as soon as they can get building materials. 





New Musical to Preem 
Bolton Landing, N. Y., June 11 
“A Nice Place to Visit,” new musi- 
cal comedy by Frank Davidson, 


15th Stockbridge Season 
Stockbridge, Mass., June 1]. 
Willman Miles-on June 25 will tee 
off the 15th season of the Berkshire 


Playhouse—interrupted by the war 
Thomas Pulliam, Philip Kadison, with Leo G. Carroll in “The Late 
Tom Howell and Stanley Ferber. ~~ _—, _ ; i 
wil — P ; ‘ mong ine otnel gues Stars 
| be preemed at Bolton Landing booked is Dame May Witty. for the 
Summer theatre as opening bill July week of Aug. 28, in “Night Must | 
2 of this Lake George strawhat. i Fail.” 


Bromberger, | 


Wal- | 


meaning | 


Mary Martin, Bert Lahr 


For ‘Music Box Revue’? 


Fred Astaire and Gertrude Lau- 
rence being unavailable, Irving Ber- 
lin intends going through with his 
“Music Box Revue” this winter and 
is talking to Mary Martin and Bert 
| Lahr to head the cast. 

Miss Martin also has been talking 
| ofdoing a new Arthur Schwartz stage 
; musical which the composer and her 
| husband, Richard Halliday, would 
co-produce. 





Protest Color Line 


 AtN. Y. Meeting 





certain branches of show business 


| within the American Veterans Com- 
Playwright Robert E. Sher- 
wood was among the speakers who 
|; advocated a change in custom. such 


| mittee. 
| 


as the ban against colored patronage | 


cited a 
“The 


special 
performance of his Rugged 
| Path” when it played the 
those invited being wounded Gls, 
many being amputees. For that per- 
formance, at least, colored vets were 
permitted on the lower floor of the 
National theatre. 

Canada Lee, 


| 
| in Washington. He 
| 


| nue,” protested the barring of Ne- 
groes from the stagehands union, Lo- 
'cal 1. It was brought out that there 
is a deckhands union in 
known as Local 1A, which has 27 
members, but there is so little back- 
| stage employment in that section of 
the city that the men are trying to 
get permanent jobs in other fields. 
Marc Blitzstein told of difficulties 
with a USO unit sent overseas. Col- 
ored musicians and chorus used for 
the special symphony, which he com- 
posed, were embarrassed, especially 
in London, because of friction be- 
tween white and colored GI audi- 
ences. Problem of racial 
is prominent on the agenda of AVC. 
Arrangement for an_ afternoon 
meeting at the theatre was made by 
Garson Kanin, author of “Born Yes- 
terday,’ current at the Lyceum. 


 Jooss Ballet To Tour 
U.S. for 1st Time in Six 


| 
! 
| 
| 
Jooss Ballet, returning to U. S. 
| after six years, has been booked by 
| Charles L. Wagner for 27-weeks’ 
tour, opening in Montreal Oct. 14. 
Company will play N. Y., at City 
Center, Dec. 3-22. Tour covers east, 
south and Coast, with midwest 
skipped for lack of playing time. 
Northwest territory, however, is al- 
ready being lined up for ‘47-48 sea- 
son. 

Company. now headquartered in 
London, will again have Kurt Jooss, 
Ulla Soederbaum, Noelle de Mossa, 





head of troupe. In addition to old 


| faves like “The Green. Table,” “Big | 


| City,” and “Prodigal Son,” company 
| will present four new works, “Pan- 
| dora,” “Sailor's Fancy.” “Company 
at the Manor” and “Le Bosquet.” 
Troupe marks first ballet company 
under Wagner's management in his 
in years of concert work. 
} 
| 


Company is completing a Scun- 
dinavian tour June 16, and will start 
a Holland tour June 25 extending 
through July. On Aug. 8 company 
| starts a tour of Ireland, then leaving 
| for Canada for its American engage- 
|} ment. 
| Wagner will also 
;opera “Il Trovatore” on tour next 
| fall for seven weeks in 48 perform- 
| ances, with Fritz Mahler conducting. 
|Opera will have two alternating 
| casts, chorus of 26, and orchestra of 
| 30. Venture marks Wagner's sev- 
| enth year of opera presentations. In 


|addition, vet manager is offering a | 


| $1,000 prize for a short opera in Eng- 
|lish, based on an American theme, 
|; with a tour of at least 25 perform- 
}ances (on royalty) also guaranteed. 
| Scores must be submited by Oct., 
|°47, for production in autumn, ‘48. 


Schwartz Signs Licht 


Yiddish Art Theatre’ director 
Maurice Schwartz has set David 
Licht, South American impresario, 


to guest-direct his forthcoming pro- 
duction, “Song of the Dnieper.” 


Licht will also dramatize the Rus- 
sian novel, and Schwartz will play | 
the leading role 

“Song” will open Oct. 21 at the 


| Yiddish Art theatre, N. Y. 


Protests against the color line in | 


were voiced during a meeting at the | 
| Lyceum, N. Y., last week by a group | 


capital, | 


appearing currently | 
on Broadway in “On Whitman Ave- 


Harlem | 


tolerance | 


Hans Zullig and Rolf Alexander at | 


present the | 


Equity’s annual meeting, held at 
the Hotel Astor, N. Y. Friday (7), 
was lightly attended, although offi- 
cers for a three-year term were bal- 
loted for. Fact that neither the 
ticket, headed by Clarence Derwent 





| for president, nor candidates for the | 


council, were opposed probably ex- 
plains why only approximately 350 


| members turned up, about half the 
number on hand last year. 


The meeting proceeded placidly 
until a complaint was 
minority about the deadline for a 
possible opposition ticket. 
| estants claimed that official notifica- 
| tion of the regular ticket, as carried 
in Equity’s monthly magazine, was 
not received until the dead line was 
passed. Constitution fixes that limit 


There were 152 members of Equity 
| who passed away between April 1, 
11945, up to March 31, 1946. Their 
) names: 

George Arliss, George W. Barbier, 
Henry A. Barrows. William H. Bar- 
wald, Guy Bates, May Beatty. Robert 
Benchley, Jules J. Bennett. Kenneth 


E. Berry, John Bertin, William Blees. 
Harry Bodin, Sophie Brandt. Gary 


C. Breckner, Otto Browner, Conrad | 


Cantzen, William C 
K. Champlin, Willism 
fred Clarke, Addie Clifford. Davis 
Clyde, Charles E. Colton. Zeke 
Colvan, Don Costello. Frenk Craven 
Dan Crimmins. Svdnev S. Cushing 
Lucille Davis. Gloria Dickson. Don- 
ald Douglas, Gregory Dniestroff. Ar- 


Carr. Charles 
. Clark. Wil- 


thur Elmer, E’gar Atchison Ely, 
Gilbert Emerv, Bessie Mar Enoclish, 
|Hugh Ettinger. Knute = Erickson, 


Charles E. Evans. Marv Faber, Wil- 
| liam Fairbanks, Edith Faversham. 
'Norman R. Feusier. Elizeneth D 
| Ferris, Leon Finch. Jack J. Fleming 
Also Erford Gage. Meisie Gav 
Russell Gleason. Levla Georgie. 
Claude Gilbert. Bob Grandi. Josenh 
Greene, John Hale. Edna F. Hall. 
Jefferson Hall, Selme Hall. Mvra 
| Hampton. Henrv R. Handon. 
dore Hardeen. Burt Harger. W. S 
| Harkins. John Harrington. Forres- 


|ter Harvey, J. Clarence Harvev. Mrs 
Percy Haswell. J. Alex. Havier. 
Katherine Havden. Fred Hermn 


Fearn Zi Weees Geened) se S See. es Stree 


sell Hopton, Lester Howard, Frank 
A. Howson, Glenn Hunter. Luise 


ferson. Stanley Jessup. Harry Jor- 
don, Alfred Kappeler, Doris Keane. 
John L, Kearnev, Arthur J. Kelly. 
Tyler Kent, William T. Kent, Lovise 
La Clede. Ernest Lambert. W. 
Lander. Marcel Le Mans, Harry 
Levan, Sem Liebert. Edward Locke. 

Also, Georee McKay. Dann Mal- 
loy. George F. Merion. James Mar- 


Merivale. Hyman Mever. Maurice 





M. Minnick. Earle Mitchell, Lionel 
| Monagas. Catherine Moore, George 
'T.eon Moore. Percival T. Moore, 
Louis Morrell, James W. Mullin, 


Ferdinand Munier, Bennett Musson, 
Alla Nazimova. Perry Norman, Fiske 
O’Hara. H. Murray O'Neill, G. A. 
Pete Palmer. Sara Pevton. Edith 
Potter, Earl Redding. Vincent 
Rondinone, William Roselle, L. 
Douglas Rowland. Rav L. Rovce, 
Jasephine Sabel. Colfax Sanderson. 
Hugh Saxon, Cyril Scoit. Emmett 
Shackelford. Inez Shannon. Lavinia 
Shannon. George Sidney. Gus Shy, 
| Joseph W. Smiley. William Smythe, 
Thomas Speidel, Clifford Stork, Tess 
| Thomassen, Virginia Tracv. Al Tia- 
han. Marie Van Tassell. Charles D. 
Waldron. John R. Walsh. James R. 
Waters. Jay Wesley. Eleanor Wessel- 
hoeff. Vernon G. Williams, Jessica 
Wood and Herbert Yost 





Mt. Gretna Resumes 


Mt. Gretna. Pa.. June 11. 
Gretna Playhouse, 


The 


|sumed activities last summer after 
being closed throughout the war 
| years, will open its 1946 season 


Thursday (13), with “Kiss and Tell.” 
Charles F. Coghlan. who directed the 
company last season, is again direc- 
| tor. 

{| A ten-week been ar- 
| ranged, and among the other plays 
to be presented are “Pride 
| Prejudice,” “Charley's Aunt” 
“Blithe Spirit.” 


season has 


and 


and 


‘Over 21’ Tees Off 
Syracuse, June 12 
Virginia Franke’s Skaneateles Si.m- 
mer Players will launch their “46 
jseason June 24 with “Over 21.” 


voiced by a 


Prot- | 


at 20 days prior to the election date 


Thro. 


Gerard Huntington, William W. Jef- , 


riott. James R. Marshall. Jovenh 
Martell, William A. Meson, Ress | 
Matthews, Roderick Maybee. Philin 


which re- | 


Equity Remains Tops Financially 
Of 4A’s Unions; Deadline Squawk 


, but an unexplained resolution had 


/ been adopted by the council stretch- 
‘ing the period to 30 days. 

Fred Lewis of “Harvey” made the 
complaint, followed along the same 


lines by Frank Fay, star of the show, 

There were 700 ballots cast, indi- 
cating that most of the votes were 
sent by mail. Tellers voided 30 bal- 
lots mostly because they were in- 
correctly marked, but there were 
130 write-ins for officer and council 


posts. The slate as elected: Der- 
went, president; Augustin Duncan, 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, Dudley 


Digges and William Harrigan, first, 
second, third and fourth vicepresi- 
dents, respectively; Paul Dullzell, 
treasurer; John Beal, _ recording 
secretary. All but Derwent are in- 
cumbents. Named to the council: 
| John Alexander, Anne Burr, Mady 
Christians, Warren Coleman, Alan 
| Hewitt, Myron McCormick. Carol 
Stone, Richard Taber, Edna Thomes 
and Margaret Webster, all named for 
five years, with Philip Bourneuf as 
a replacement 

It was announced by secretary- 
| treasurer Paul Dullzell that Equity 
reached another new high in its fi- 
nancial status, surplus being $1,361,- 
821 as of last March 31. Deductible 
from that total is $558,500 represent- 
ing money from managers on de- 
posit to guarantee salaries and ac- 
tor claims but all subject to Equity’s 
order. That leaves a net of more 
‘than $803,000, and the union’s sur- 
plus increase for the fiscal year was 
$91,500. A year ago the _ balance 
‘sheet showed a total of $1,012,571, 
including guarantee deposits. 

Income, in addition to regular 
dues, came principally from initia- 


tion fees, which toeta'ed $95,851, 
there being 971 new members ad- 
mitted, some having : anced from 
Chorus Equity. Durins the year 695 
actors came back into show busine’s, 
that being the number re nstated. 


In addition there were a flock of 
|; members who returned from wir 
service. Some 800 were in uniferm 
and, until discharged, were on a non- 
dues basis. There were 323 with- 
drawals. 

5,222 Members 

Annual statement gave the total 
number of Equityites as 5,222 as 
compared to 3,987 on the rolls in the 
spring of 1945, number of legit ac- 
tors devoting most of thcir time to 
radio or pictures not being esti- 
mated. Operating expense went up 
somewhat during the yeer but for 
four straight seasons Ecuity’s fi- 
'nances have been on the upbeat 
through conservative administration. 
Dullzell advised that the associa- 
tion’s bankroll be safecuarded “zs 
heretofore, so that unforeseen 
emergencies can be met. There were 
152 deaths among the recmbership 
list having a number of wellknown 
names. 

Equity, member of the Associated 
| Aciors and Artistes of America ‘(Four 
A's), is in the best financial condi- 
tion of the affiliates. Understood 
| that the vaude union (American 
Guild of Variety Artists) has over 
$90,000 in its treasury, and it’s ex- 
pected that some of the Equity coin 
| advanced to that outfit will be re- 
turned, at least in token amounts. 
| The Four A’s itself is in better shape 
; than heretofore, with around $32.- 
| 000 on hand. Picture (Screen Actors’ 
Guild) and radio (American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists) affiliates have 

been in good financial shape for 
some time. 

Bert Lytell retired as the Equity 

president after serving for seven 

years, having declined renomination. 


He was given a life membership 
and $1,000 in appreciation for his 


extra curricular activities in war 
entertainment work. Checks of $560 
were given Paul Douglas (“Born 
Yesterday”) and Berbara_ Bel 
| Geddes (“Deep Are the Roots”), as 
prizes for the best “supporting- 
player” performances of the past 
season, annually granted by Der- 
went. Douglas divvied up his prize, 
donating half to the Actors Fund 
and half to the Stage Relief Fund. 
Lytell was high lauded for his 
terms as Equity prez; he will be 
honorary president for life. 





Spa’s June 25 Start 
Saratoga Springs, June 11. 
The Saratoga Playhouse will open 
season, under management of Jewell 
Steven, on June 25. Performances 
| will be given in the Spa theatre on 
the Saratoga Reservation. Guest 
‘tars will include Charles Butter- 
worth, Binnie Barnes and Jean 
Parker. 
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B'way Biz Spotty With Some Musicals 
Slipping; ‘World’ Surprise 286 in 7; 
Vic 496, ‘Annie’ 45G, ‘State’ 246, Tops 


Broadway’s 1946-47 season is dated | 
to start approximately around Labor | 
Day but there were three pre-season | 


openings, two of which were fast 
flops, while the third, “Around The 
World,” may prove a surprise win- 
ner. It was reported going to capac- 
ity late in the first full week. Last 
week’s debuts were “The Dancer 
and “Second Best Bed,” both of 
which were yanked Saturday (8) 


following bad notices. 

Due on June 20 is “Icetime,” new 
skating revue at the Center, Radio 
City. Around the same time a com- 
bined open-air musical comedy and 
swimming show is slated for the 
Acquaretta at the former World's | 
Fair grounds. No new shows are 
dated for July. Old Vic will con- 
clude Saturday (15) and other clos- 
ines are likely. Business last week 
was spotty, with some shows improv- | 
ing, others dipping. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keus: C (Comedy), D 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


(Drama), 
(Revue), 


“Anna Lucasta,” Mansfield (93d 
week) (D-1,041; $3.60). Among the 
attractions which picked up, with 


estimated gross around $12,500. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(4th week) (M-1,427; $6.60). Regard- | 
less of conditions, new musical smash 
should sell out for many months to 
come; over $45,000. 

“Are You With It?” Shubert (31st | 
week) (1,382; $4.80). Started off to| 
fine grosses but has been disappoint- | 
ing of late; topped $19,000 however | 
last week. 

“Around the World,” Adelphi (2d 
week) (M-1,434; $6). First full week | 
minus one performance surprised, | 
and despite notices mostly on the| 
doubtful side, show built te capac- 


| further; 


| uled 


| (M-1,628: 


performances. 

“The Glass Menagerie,” Playhouse 
(62d week) (CD-865; $4.20). Dropped | 
under $11,000 last week and | 
summer holdover doubtful. 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” Mo- 
osco (114th week) (C-939; $3.60). Do- 
ing well enough and should go 
further: under $11,000 last week; an- 
nounced to suspend June 2° 

“This, Too, Shall Pass,” Belasco ; 
(6th week) (C-1,077; $4.20). Using } 
two-for-ones; partly accounted for | 
improvement to approximately $5,- | 
500: but peration not yet profitable. | 


| 
last midweek: closed Saturday; five | 
| 


“Three to Make Ready,” Broad- [ 
'hurst (14th week) (R-1,160; $4.80) 
Looked like real winner when it 
opened, but tapered; improved 10 


nearly $23,500 last week. 

OLD VIC 
“Henry IV,” Parts I and II; “Un- 
cle Vanya,” “Oedipus,” and “The | 
Critic,’ Century (1,670; $6). Final 
and 6th week which was the sched- 
length of engagement. Record 
business for repertory with takings | 
nearly $49,000. 
REVIVALS | 
“Show Boat,” Ziegfeld (22d week) | 
$6). Agency demand for } 
has been dropping of late | 


tickets 





Bloomer 3G; 


ity. Friday nights are out because | | 
of Orson Welles’ radio program. | | 
Estimated nearly $28,000 in seven |} 
times. | 


“Billion Dollar Baby,” Alvin (25th 


week) (M-1,331: $6). Was on 


revised: takings around $22,000; week 
to week. 


} 
“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (19th 


week) (C-993; $4.80). Over $21,000 
again; previous week  under-esti- 
mated and with an extra perform- 
ance the count was close to $23,000. 

“Call Me Mister,” National (8th 
week) (R-1,142; $6). First week at 
increased top saw takings go to $31,- 
700; when theatre parties are over 
will get more. 

“Carousel,” Majestic (60th week) 
(M-1,667; $6). Getting goodly share 
of visitor patronage which should 
continue’ indefinitely; jumped _ to 
$43,000 last week. 

“Dear Ruth,” Miller (78th week) 
(C-940; $4.20). Bit better here and 
run comedy has tickets on sale into 
July; quoted around $9,000. 

“Deep Are the Roots,” Fulton (36th 
week) (D-968; $3.60). Takings im- 
proved with the aid of cut rates and 
the gross approximated $11,000. 

“Dream Girl,” Coronet (26th week) 
(CD-1,037; $4.80). Held to about 
same level as previous week with 
the gross quoted around $14,000. 

“Harvey,” 48th Street (84th week) 
(C-925; $4.20). Other stayers may 
vary but this one still sells out: 
quoted over $19,000. Ruth McDevitt 
replaced Josephine Hull, who is on 
vacation. 


the | 
verge of folding but operating costs | 


Gander 7G, Hub 


| Boston, June 11. 
a. Gloria Swanson in “Goose for the 
Gander” continued a mild draw at 
| the Colonial at $7,000 and will be on 
| hand at least one more week. Other 


| legit houses, closing June 15, did 
| excellent biz. 

| Enlivening the local scene this 
|summer will be the new John 
Huntington-Lee Falk playhouse | 


known as the Boston Summer Thea- | 
tre, in air-conditioned Mutual Halil, | 
and the Cambridge Summer Thea- ; 
tre under same aegis. Cambridge | 
house opened last night (10) with 
Michael Whalen in “Ten Little In- 
dians.” Boston house opens June 
24 with Dame May Whitty in “Night 
Must Fall.” 


Estimates for Last Week 
“Bloomer Girl,” Shubert 
$4.85). Wow $35,000. 

Coast after 15th. 
“Voice of the Turtle,” Plymouth 
(1,200; $39. About $14,000 in 24th 
week. 
“Goose for the Gander,” Colonial 


(1,500; $4.20). Not much better than 
$7,000. 


“VAGABOND KING,’ 34¢; 





Moves off to 





r the 


i due to 


|engagement of 


| 
| (8th week) (2,163: $4.80). 


(1,590; | 


‘OKLAHOMA!’ BOFF 386, 
‘ROBERTA’ HEP 436, L.A. 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

“Oklahoma!” went through the 
fifth week at the Biltmore with an- 
other SRO $38,000. “Roberta” re- 
peated $44,500 at the Philharmonic 
on the second stretch. 

“Blackouts of 1946,” light only in 
a couple of matinees due to the 
beach pull, still collected $17,000 for 
206th stanza at El Capitan. “To- 
bacco Road” neared $10,000 for 
third frame at the Mayan. 











Paris Extra Dry 
dance with Arnaut. A good contor- 
tionist bit of dancing as done by 
young Anouk Ferjac as a bird of 
paradise. She scores later with her 
contortion work, dressed in snake- 
skin, via an adagio with Arnaut, 
Apart from Billy Ray, she is the only 
vaude act in the show. 

In several sketches, Harry Max is 
chief laugh getter. He appears as a 
simpleton calling on a friend whose 
sleepwalking wife takes him to bed 
after first taking off his clothes. In 
another, he is shown as subbing for 
a star at a picture studio. 











Park OK 42146, 


‘State’ 26456, Chi 


Chicago, June 11. 
Shutdown of one legit house and 
threatened closing of- another, 
being alleged fire 
scared Chicagoans away from the 
b.o., resulting in a general drop in 


the week's take. “Windy City,” 
skedded to close Saturday (8), was 
forced to fold Thursday (6) with a 
| four-day take of $8,000. The top- 
grossing “Up in Central Park” at 
the Shubert. received a last-minute | 
reprieve Thursday night but eased 


to $42,500 because of the scare. 
“State of the Union” 
play to capacity with 


continues to 
$26,500 and 


Katharine Cornell ended her limited | 
“Ane |} 


“Candida” and 
tigone” Saturday (8) with a strong 
$24,000. “Merry Wives of Windsor” 


and business has eased off; $44,000) fo)qeq Saturday (8) after three 
| estimated. | weeks, winding up with a weak | 
“The Red Mill,” 46th Street (33d | $14 900 a one 
|week) (M-1,319; $4.80). Picked up } ae di cuss pcr 
and again registered nearly $30,500 | “ bane rg PR TO a 5 hae a" 
with indications of stay through oo ‘ healthy $14 000 . ay ’ 
summer. | oie simi sali 
“Hamlet,” City Center (2,692; |- Estimates for Last Week 
| $2.40). Came in for two weeks re- | “Anna Lucasta,” Civic (37th week) 
turn date which concludes next/ (999: $3.60). Down to $11,500. 
Sunday (16). | “Candida,” Harris (1,000; $4.20). 
inti act hiatal Closing limited engagement with a | 


strong $24,000. 

“Merry Wives of Windsor,” 
langer (3rd week) (1,400; 
Folded Saturday (8) after 
weeks, winding up with 
$14.000. 

“State of the Union,” Blackstone 
(7th week) (1,360; $4.20). Doing 
big biz with a $26,500 week. 

“Up in Central Park,” 


Er- 
$3.60). 

three 
a weak 


Shubert 
( Still tops 
in town, but hurt by threatened Shu- 
bert closing. Eased to $42,500. 


“Windy City,” Great Northern 
(4th week) (1,425; $4.80). Skedded 
to close Saturday (8) but folded 


Thursday (6) when Great Northern 
was locked up by city for alleged 
violation of fire regulations. $8,000 
for four days. 





‘Cyrano’ Sime 166 
In Philadelphia Solo; 


‘Girls’ Due to Follow 


Philadelphia, June 11. 
Philly’s one remaining legit show, 
| Jose Ferrer’s revival of Rostand’s 
“Cyrano de Bergerac,” started rather 
slowly at the Forrest, but built 
| steadily throughout 


first of two scheduled local stanzas. 


| There is still an offside chance of 
inasmuch as this 
week’s sale is brisk. .“Cyrano” is 
to close for 
(Forrest) 


an extra week, 


otherwise scheduled 
summer and the house 


doesn’t get another show until July 
1, whén 


hazards, | 


the week to 
achieve a healthy $16,000 for the 


Motion pictures are introduced in 
another sketch, titled “Caught in the 


Act.” This opens with projection of 
a film showing Robert Berri, an 
|} American soldier, and Colette An- 
ltony, a French woman, necking in 
the park. Latter’s husband, Max, 
in the flesh, comes out of the au- 
dience (accompanied by Christiane 


Muller) and gets on stage. 
with his screened wife. 


He argues 
During the 


jargument, to demonstrate her pul- 
ichritude, Miss Antony strips. Max 
| kills her. Then Berri fades off the 


| screen, appears in the flesh and walks 
off with Miss Muller 
Berri later is an elderly 


is on the make for all the gic:is he 
meets, including a= skirtless one 
played by Miss Muller. 

The line of girls does well. The 


|mannequins, billed as Pin-up Mans- 
field girls, are lookers and fair sirip- 


Plays Abroad 


Continued from page 14 


man who | 














Robert Le Beal as the man who fires 
the final shot. Whole cast does ex- 
cellent work. Jeanne Lion, as the 
hard-to-get-on-with guest, draws 
many laughs as relief for the chills. 
Show's reception was good and it 
looks set for a run. Maxi. 


L°Homme Qui Se Donnait 


La Comedie 
(The Man Who Acted For Himself) 


Paris 
Tacques Valois production of Night Mi 
a yy Emiyvan Williams Adaptation hy 
Vierre Rocher Stars Madeleine Suffel, 
Features Marguerite Ducouret Jacqueline 
Dumonceau, Guy Haurey, Yvetie BReau- 
mont Georges Vallis Claudine Borin 
Jacques Valois, Directed by Jacques Valois 
ind = Georges Vallois At Pheatre ie 
Viiumou 
Mrs, Terence Madeleine Sue 
Dan Guy Haurey 
| Mrs Bramson Marguerite Ducou 
Olivia ee -.» Jacqueline Dumonceau 
Me Nurse... .Yvette Reaumor 
NE pavueheneses wanes Georges Val 
1 PARIG ce sesccceeseesesese .- Claudine Born 
Belsize . Jacques Valois 
. al gees a ie . 
This French translation of the 
English drama had been done be- 
fore World War II at the Antoine, 
|so this is really a revival. Current 
taste for detective plays and 
Madeleine Suffel’s comedy antics 
as the cook make it a good bet here. 
She gives a good performance. Guy 
Haurey, as the bellboy, only a 
featured part goes over big. 
Marguerite Ducouret is the old 
woman whom he murders after she 





| rection is nice. 


has given him a job, and Jacqueline 
Dumont plays the niece who nearly 
falls for him. 

Though the play has been conser- 
vatively staged, the one set by Ner- 
ses Bartau of the living room at the 
English country house looks authen- 
tic. Well-planned lighting effects 


| add to the gruesome atmosphere. Di- 


Mavi. 
Toscanini Set for Paris 
Paris, June 4 
On his way back from Italy, Ar- 


turo Toscanini will stop over here 


| for one concert at the Champs Ely- 


|pers. What dresses they wear are 
colorful, but it’s mostly no bra; and 
small G-strings. Maxi, 
! . 
| Dix Petits Negres 
(‘Ten Little Indians’) 
Paris, June 1. 
Simone Berrian production cof Agutha 
| en ist s 4 im the . French adap. | 
tation by Pierre Brive and Meg Villars 
| Stars Helene Perdriere with Georges Sel 
llier, Yvonne Leduc Robert Le Beal, Mau- 
| rice Regamey, Raoul Marco, Rene Fleur, 
| Robert Moor, Henri Nassiet, Jeanne Lion 
Directed by Roland Pietri Set by Emile 
nd Jean Bertin At Theatre Antoine 
| ra eee Helene Perdriere 
| Rogers Tr George Sellict 
| Mrs. Rowers. <ccccces Yvenne lLedus 
POU OOIG «sis ensdetsene Robert Le Beal 
}Anton.. ae ..Maurice Regamey 
; Blore sunee -Raoul Marco 
Sets DAWU: cic io ssaudeus Rene Fleut 
General Mackenzie... .ccceee Robert Moor 
Judge Wargrave aig Henri Nassiet 
jKmily Bren ; Jeanne Lion 
és 
| Agatha Christie's “Ten Little Nig- 


done in N. Y. (as “10 Little In- 


| gers,” 


dians”) and in London, looks a likely | 


;entry here. Play has been produced 
here by arrangement with B. A 
Meyer, the London producer 

The story is well-known 
French translation having been se- 
rialized in an evening daily. High- 
brow French crix complain that the 
play is not arty, but French pro- 
ducers realize that such tyne of show 
is unlikely to leave them in the red. 
It has been mounted nicely, with a 
compact cast and a good set. 

Helene Perdriere, best known here 
as a film star, is well sunported by 


here, a 





Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering June 10-22) 

“Anna Lucasta” — Civic, 
(10-22). 

“Blackouts of 1946” — El Capitan, 
Hollywood (10-22), 

“Bloomer Girl” — Shubert, 
(10-15). 

“Come On Up” (“Ring Twice To- 
night”)—Met., Seattle (10-22). 

“Cyrano de Bergerac” — Forrest, 
Phila. (10-15). 





Chi 


Bost. 


“I Remember Mama,” Music Box 
(97th week) (CD-979; $4.20). Going 
along on week-to-week basis and 
hardly making operating profit now; 


‘TURTLE’ 146, FRISCO 


San Francisco, June 11. 


the musical hit, “Follow 
the Girls.” comes in for what is 
heped to be a summer's run. “Cyra- 
10” got three fine notices and one 
sour one, which started quite a con- 


“Goose for the Gander”—Colonial., 
Bost. (10-22). 

“Laffing Room 
Wash, (10-15). 


Only” — Nat’), 


$13,000. 
“Life With Father,” Bijou (340th 
week) (C-614; $3.60). Picked. up 


with the field and went to $8,000; 
run leader made some profit. 

“QO Mistress Mine,” Empire (19th 
week) (CD-1,082; $4.80). Holds to 
$24,000, capacity, and is one of the 
leading candidates for next season 
continuance. 

“Oklahoma!”, St. James (167th 
week) (M-1,509; $4.80). Broadway’s 
musical wonder commands capacity 
despite long run; close to $30,000. 

“On Whitman Avenue,” Cort (5th 
weck) (D-1,064; $3.60). Getting sup- 
port of tolerance organizations; tak- 
ings upped last week with $8,500 ap- 
roximated. ; 

“Song of Norway,” Broadway 
(94th week) (O-1,900; $4.80). May 
stick through summer; around $25,- 
500. This looks like good money but 
show is costly to operate. 

“State of the Union,” Hudson 
(30th week) (CD-1,057; $4.80). As 
hard to get tickets for this smash as 
in the early weeks; over $24,500. 

“St. Louis Woman,” Beck (10th 
week) (M-1,214; $6). Slipped further 


to around $21,000 and summer 
chances not definite. 
“Second Best Bed,” Barrymore. 


Taken off Saturday (8): mild press; | 


played one week; under $4,000. 
“Swan Song,” Booth (4th 
(CD-712; $4.20). Unless business 
picks up materially, coatinuance 
much longer is doubtful; rated 
under $5,000. 
“The Dancer,” 


week) 


Biltmore. Opened | 


_ “Voice of the Turtle” moved into 
its last week at the Geary, minus 
its star K. T. Stevens, who left for a 
rest in southern California. Nancy 
Holland has been subbing. Last 
week, the eleventh, it did an oke 
| $14,000. : 


| “Vagabond King,” Civic Light 
Opera’s second production at the 
;Curran, now in last 9 days of its 
| three week run, is doing capacity 
—. ee Dorothy Sarnoff 
an ohn re, the show $$ 

$34,000 last Lave & en 





bone and Eugenie Leontovich. is due 
to open at the Curran for a 10-day 
run, June 16. “Merry Wives of 
Windsor,” the Theatre Guild’s third 


Coburn, 
June 17. 


0&J Merry 276, D.C. 


Washington, June 1i 

Olson and Johnson’s “Laffing Room | 
Only” racked up merry $27,000 here. 

| Show had two performances Sunday 
| (9) in lieu of usual matinces. Holds | 
/another week, | 
|. “Voice of the Turtle,” which moves 
‘into the National with fhe Boston | 
cast June 17, already has healthy | 
mail order piling up to its credit. | 
“Turtle” stays three to four wecks. | 
depending on b.o. Unusual for this | 
house, which normally limits runs to | 
fortnight, \ 


will open at the Geary, 








“Obsession,” starring Basil Rath- | 


| 
2 | Freak attracti 
| Frisco production, starring Charles | ~ 





troversy within ranks of critic’s own 
paper (Record), 

“Girls” will undoubtedly have 
field to itself during July, but lle 
shows have been mentioned for local 
bookings in August and it seems sure 
that the 1946-47 season will get un- 


derway before the traditional Labor 
Day date. 


‘MAID’ SHY 4G, PITT 


an _ Pittsburgh, June 11. 

Maid in Ozarks” apparently 
overstayed its local welcome. Hill- 
| billy comedy tapered off to little 
‘less than $4,000 in its third and 
final week at Casino theatre. 








however, man- 


the three weeks. Advertised top 
was $3 (including tax) 
was flooded with  two-for-ones, 


which accounted for most of the 
take. 


but town 





‘MOON’S’ BRIGHT 156, TORONTO 


Toronto, June 11. 

Ernest Rawley’s revival of “The 
New Moon” grossed $15,000 for 
seven performances as opener of 
the seventh summer season at the 
Royal Alexandra here, with 1,525- 
seater scaled at $3 top and produc- 
tion héld over for a second week 


Tallulah Bankhead» with Donald 
Cook, follows in “Private Lives,” 
June 17, 


aged to turn in an okay profit on} 
| local run, getting around $25,000 on 


“Laura”—Harris, Chi. (10-22), 

“Meet the Wife”—-Shubert-Lafay- 
ette, Det. (10-22). 

“Merry Wives of Windsor,”—Mu- 
sic Hall, Kansas City (10-15); Geary, 
L. A. (17-22). 

“Obsession” — Lobero, Santa Bar- 
bara (13-14); Curran, Frisco (17-22). 

“Oklahoma!” — Biltmore, L. A. 
(10-22), 

“State of the Union’—Blackstone, 
Chi. (10-22). 

“Up in Central 
Chi. (10-22). 

“Voice of the Turtle” — Geary, 
Frisco (10-15); Aud., San Jose (17): 
Aud., Oakland (18-22), 

“Voice of the Turtle” 
Plymouth, Bost. 
Wash. (17-22). 

SUMMER STOCK 

“Angel Street”—Litchfield theatre, 
Litchfield, Conn. (10-15). 

“Blithe Spirit” — Bucks County 
Playhouse, New Hope, Pa. (10-15). 

“My Sister Eileen” — Hunterdon 
jai. Playhouse, Clinton, N, J. (18- 
21). 
| “Rosalie”’—Paper Mill Playhouse, 
| Milburn, N. J. (10-15). 

“The Royal Family”—Red Barn. 
| Westboro, Mass. (17-22), 

“Springtime for Henry” — County 
theatre, Suffern, N. Y. (17-21). 

“The Man Who Came to Dinner” 
—Worcester theatre, Worcester, 
Mass. (10-15). 


Park” — Shubert, 


(2d Co.)— 
(10-15); Nat'l, 








theatre, June 20 The Milan 
Scala orchestra, brought over speci- 
ally for the one concert, will be un- 
der his baton. 

All this is predicted on Toscanini, 
mentioned as a possible choice for 
the presidency of the new Italian 
Republic, not being handed the Job. 


sees 





Play on Broadway 











The Dancer 


George Abbott production of 


meloderma 
in three acts by Milton Lewis and Julian 
runt. Staged by Fiverett Sloane; setiing, 
Motley; music, Paui Bowles At Biltmore, 
N. Y., June 5, '46; $5.60 top. 
PeORty WIIG: <6 edi ccsccess Edgar Kent 
Aubrey Stewart.ecs.ee. Colin Keith-Johnston 
ZOO FORODOCCOFP. «0600000665 Luis Van Rooten 
Sergel Krainine. .cccccccceoses Anton Dolin 
Madeline Krainine.........--. Bethel Leslie 
Catherine Krainine........0-> tlelen Flint 





For the past couple of scasons 
George Abbott has devoted himself 
to staging other producers’ shows for 
Broadway, while several of his own 
presentations have flopped out of 
town, pre-Broadway. “The Dancer,” 
his first Main Stem production since 
“Snafu” in 1944, has some good per- 
formances of an unwieldy theme, and 
it's been staged expertly by Everett 
Sloane. “The Dancer,” however, is 
too contrived and obvious to have 
a successful boxoffice appeal. 

Here is an unusual type of presen- 
tation for Abbott, who leans towards 
comedies and musicals, “The Dancer” 
being a murder melodrama dealing 
with a deranged ballet star who for 
15 years has been absent from show 
marts. He has a dilettante patron 
with whom he’s living in Paris. There 
is an unnatural feeling by the for- 
merly wealthy patron for the dancer, 
and the crux of the story resolves it- 
self into the fight between the elderly 
patron and the dancer’s wife and 
daughter, who suddenly show up 
after all those years to try and re- 


claim him from the dilettange. The 
fight eventually involves a’ money 


cache secreted by the dancer years 
before, and which the wife and pa- 
tron each seeks to uncover for their 
own. And there are three muracrs, 
two of the victims being the patron 
and wife, eliminated by the darcer 
much too conveniently for ihe story's 
sake, 

Anton Dolin, the ballet dancer, 
plays the title role with consider- 
able conviction. He certainly plays 
it authentically enough, and he has 
a moment or two in which he dances. 
But this is primarily an acting role, 
in which he is called upon to play 
mostly pantomime. Colin-Keith- 
Johnston is the dilettante, and he 
plays it well; it’s decidedly an un- 
sympathetic character. The best part 
is that of the police inspector, and 
Luis Van Rooten, in the role, gives 
the play its best performance. Helen 
Flint is the wife, and the role is spot- 
tily played. Bethel Leslie is the 
daughter. The play's only other char- 
acter is that of the butler, played by 
Edgar Kent. Kahn. 

(Closed Sat. (8) after five per- 
formances). 
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They’re All ‘Couth’ Now 
Newspapermen are no longer un- 
couth, drunken louts, who live with 
their feet on desks and a sneer on 
iheir lips for all the civilized world s 
conventions—at least they're no 
Jonger that way in films. Long-heard 
squawk of the newspaper fraternity 
at what they consider the screen’s 
unjust characterization of them has 
brought forth figures from Francis 
Harmon, v.p. of the Motion Picture 

Association, to prove it ain’t so. 


Last year, Harmon reveals, there |? 


were newspaper people in 77 of the 
998 features okayed by the MPA. 
There were 81 identifiable journal- 
ists in the 77 pix. Of these, 67 were 
sympathetic characters, five were un- 
sympathetic and nine played indif- 
ferent, minor roles. One, an unsym-~ 
pathetic newspaper man, had a 
prominent role, while 37 newspaper 
people appeared in prominent sym- 
pathetic characterizations, Harmon 
reported. 

Among outstanding films about 
newspapermen during 1945, the MPA 
V.p. were “Story of GI 
with Ernie Pyle as the leading char- 


said, 


acter: “Blood on the Sun,” with 
Jimmy Cagney in the leading role 
of an American managing editor in 


Tokyo who uncovers a Jap plot for 


world conquest; “Our Vines Have 
Tender Grapes,” with James Craig 
in a major sympathetic role of a 
country editor, and “Col. Effing- 


ham’s Raid,” in which a bright young 
reporter helps a southern colone] re- 
tain the historical landmarks of a 
southern city. 

In presenting the 


figures to the 


newspaper world recently, Harmon | 


came up with a reverse twist, asking 
that the press continue howling 
about individual pictures as much as 
but to lay off biasting 
Hollywood for the sins of single 
producer. He declared: 

“I will be frank and say unequivo- 
cally that we of the motion pictures 
have no right to brand all newspaper 
people as villains when the exigen- 
cies of a particular screen story re- 
quire a journalist to appear in an 
unsympathetic role. Edmund Burke's 
statement that you cannot indict a 
whole nation applies equally to an 
entire profession or an industry— 
whether it be newspapers or Holly- 
wood.” 


it chooses, 


Billy Rose's ‘Advertorials’ 

“Midget advertorials” Billy Rose 
has been running the past six weeks 
in N. Y. dailies for his Diamond 
Horseshoe, have attracted attention 
far beyond the nitery belt, as one 
of the smartest bits of ad-copy pro- 
motion in several seasons. 

Ads, running from 75 to 250 words 


each, and all writien by Rose him- | 


self, have had no apparent relation 
to the Horseshoe except goodwill. 
But effects have apparently been 
felt, Rose claiming that the Horse- 


shoe biz has picked up 30 to 50% | 


the last two weeks, as against a 
general biz decline everywhere, Rose 
attributing this entirely to the ads 
in question, 

Ads have gone far afield of nitery 
subjects, even of the entertainment 
field. Rose has paid tribute to Al 
Jolson, W. C. Fields, Irving Berlin, 
Oscar Hammerstein 2d, Richard 
Maney, Ned Alvord, Orson Welles, 
Flo Ziegfeld, Carl Erbe, Dorothy and 
Herbert Fields, Bill Robinson, and 
others. He’s also devoted the col- 
umn to N. Y. Commissioner of Parks 
Robert Moses, Displaced Persons, 
the food shortage, etc. 

Pieces have been nostalgic, anec- 
dotal, rambling by turn. Recent Bob 
Moses piece was a defense of the 
commissioner, of whom Rose admits 
“there’s no love lost between 
Grand Panjandrum of the Parks and 
little Willie,’ because the news- 
papers were unfairly rapping a guy 
who’s done so much for N. Y. in the 
way of parks, highways, playgrounds 
and stadia. 

Broadway, in general, has liked 
the pieces, whether columnists, ac- 
tors, bistro proprietors or plain cus- 
tomers. There have been excep- 
tions, N. Y. Daily News’ Bob Syl- 
vester recently decrying the “social 
conscious” slant in the ads, and 
pointing out an incongruity between 
Rose's plea for food conservation 
for Europe's hungry and the sumptu- 
Ous repasts at the Horseshoe. Horse- 
shoe staff itself is reported not too 
keen on the ads, as not being rapid- 
fire enough (too general and amia- 
ble) to attract nitery clientele. But 
objections are in minority; there has 
even been an offer to syndicate the 
pieces, 

Rose acknowledges an able assist 
appearing in the News daily, and 
Staggered in the other seven N. Y. 
sheets. Pieces take about an hour 


aoe,” | 


the | 


;each to do. 
of the Horseshoe’s $1,500 
budget, Rose 
isn’t taking 
| than 
| proving he says that in the past peo- 
|ple never read his ads. Rose says 
|he started these ads on the feeling 
\that regular nitery ads on the drama 
|page were not being read. “What 
I primarily had to sell was myself,” 
said Rose. 

Rose acknowledges an able assist- 
n these ads from Lee Roggo, of the 
Blackstone agency, which handles 
his advertising. 


weekly 
maintaining that he 
any more space now 


Pubs’ Foreign Markets Upped 

European and _ Latin - American 
markets for American literary prop- 
erties continue on an upped scale, 
|which began following the end of 
ithe war. According to a report from 


| Prentice-Hall’s foreign dept., foreign | 


publishers are seeking rights to 
many books published in the U. S. 
during the war, as well as to those 
more recently published. 


Chief among the earlier works is 


Kurt Singer’s “Spies and Traitors 
of World War II,” which goes into 
its eighth foreign edition early next 
year when it will be published in 


Denmark. Kenneth Boulding’s “Eco- 
nomics of Peace” has just been pub- 
lished in France and Eliot Tainter’s 
“September Remember” is slated for 
October publication in Buenos Aires. 
Various foreign publishers have al- 
ready bought rights to Rosamond 
Marshall’s “Duchess Hotspur” and 
to Russel Janney’s “Miracle of the 
Bells.” 


Ed Sullivan's 2d Bid Story 
On top of his scoop that the Broad- 
way bookmakers and _ plainclothes- 


men allegedly were working in co- | 


operation, it’s recalled that the 
Broadway columnist Ed Sullivan also 


broke the story on the Henry Lustig | 


| (Longchamps restaurants) tax-eva- 
| sion case, The N. Y. News column- 
ist first tipped the town, including 
| Lustig, that the Government would 
brook no “settlement.” Lustig is cur- 
rently on trial. 


SRL’s Brown to London 

John Mason Brown planes to Lon- 
don tomorrow (Thurs.) as corre- 
spondent for the Saturday Review of 
Literature. Also scheduled for BBC 
| broadcasts on current English liter- 
‘ary and theatrical scene and CBS 
reports te this country on present- 
day England. 

Was ill last couple weeks with re- 
currence of illness contracted while 
in Navy, but is okay now. 

‘Land of Lost’ Books 

Isabel Manning Hewson 
livered to Whittlesey her second 
book, “Adventures in the Land of 
the Lost,’ based on her Mutual net- 
work kids’ program. Publication will 
be delayed, due to continued suc- 
cess of first book, “Land of the Lost,” 
published in °45. Meantime, an Eng- 
lish edition of the first book will be 
brought out by Heineman of London. 


has de- 


Educational Comics brought out 
“Land of the Lost” Comics, first 
comie book adapted from the pro- 


/pram, on Sat. (8), with Mrs. Hew- 
writing the continuity. Story 
also done on the air Sat. (8). 
First edition called for 400,000 cop- 
| ies. 


son - 


Was 


Sharp falling off in mag and comic 
book sales the past few months has 
cued all sorts of trade rumors re- 
|garding literati changes, ranging 
‘from talk that the recently-spawned 
'swank Curtis publication, Holiday, 
would fold, to stories that both mag- 
azines X (Saturday Review of Liter- 
‘ature’s prospected popular weekly, 
‘and Curtis’ pix mag) would be aban- 
' doned. 

It's reported that Reader's Digest 
jand the Satevepost have had as 
much as 30% returns from the news- 
stands in recent months, with other 
mags suffering im greater degree up 
to 75%. Comic books havc taken 
a sharp drop, from a 40,000,000 war- 
time sale to a present 25,000,000 cir- 
culation, with the skids still on. 

Likeliest reason for circulation 
drop is deflation of a wartime boom 
in reading, when GIs, _ travelers, 
shifting populations, etc., read mags 
as time-killer, and publishers put 
out new mags in constant stream to 
meet the demand. Anyway, dealers 
are reported firing back magazine 
bundies unopened, while on the 
other hand the bigger mags, like 
Satevepost, Collier's and Reader's 
Digest, are going in more heavily 
than ever on promotion. 
| Satevepost is reported = setting 
$2,500,000 aside this year for mag, 


| Mags and Comic Books Dip 
| 


Ads are a regular part) 


during the last seven years, | 
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radio and newspaper aiedion | oor 


Collier's runs not one but two ads 
or more in a newspaper on Friday, 
plugging current issue’s contents. 
Digest runs weekly newspaper ads 
on its book. Post is upping 
Wednesday _ back-page, 
newspaper ads to a full page, plus 
its radio spot commercials, etc. 





Kaufman's ‘Photographic Memory’ 


Elements comprising a whodunit 
in themselves are wrapped up in the 


recent withdrawal from sale of 
Wolfe Kaufman’s mysiery, “I Hate 
Blondes,” which was published in 
April by Simon & Schuster. 


Similarities in sentence phrasing 
between scenes in the book and pas- 
sages in Eric Ambler’s 1937 myst 
“Background to Danger,” were 
called to the attention of S&S short- 
ly thereafter. The publishers, al- 
though stating that no plagiarism in 
plot was found and that the similar- 
ity sharply oceurred in only one sec- 
tion of Kaufman’s book for some 30 
sentences, took matter up with both 
authors. They offered to split roy- 
alties, but Amber, an English nov- 
elist, through his U. S. agents, Music 
Corp. of America, insisted the book 
be withdrawn. 

Kaufman explained he has a trick, 
photographic memory, 
years of newspapet 
work, which 
notes. He admitted reading 
Ambler book (which has been re- 
printed in 25¢ pocketbook editions, 
as well as made into a film), claim- 
ing sentence structure must 
stuck in his mind unconsciously 


+ 2 


trained by 
and 
he 


MmMaLvaZine 


during never took 


the 


have 


| Story broke Thursday (6) in Earl 
| Wilson’s column in the N. Y. Post. 
| Columnist had been sitting on the 
story for some time, although it also 
has been circulating in the trade. 
Coincidence automatically precludes 
}any pix sale of the Kaufman book, 
| The whodunit had a first printing of 
| 10,000 copies and a second of 2,000, 
;and sold over 9,000 copies. Author 
| will get royalties from S&S on the 
copies sold. 
Publishers seem less concerned 
; about the licking they’re taking, on 
returned copies, future’ editions, 
plates, ads, ete., than the feeling the 
| incident will scare Kaufman off from 


further writing, his acute memory 
/ possibly haunting him that he may 


again unconsciously plagiarize some- 
thing. 
Example of 
graphic” 
these 
itemed: 


the 
memory is 
two quotes 


sharp “photo- 
evidenced by 
which Wilson 


Ambler 

“Don't you think you are 
rather foolish, Mr. Kenton?” 

“Why?” 

Colonel Robinson’s yellow | skin 
tightened suddenly. “Because what- 
ever your prim notions of responsi- 
bility may be, I want those photo- 
graphs and intend to 
Furthermore,” he added slowly, “I 
am prepared to take any steps that 
may be necessary to overcome your 
scruples.” 

“such as?” 

Kaufman 

He said, “Don’t you think you are 
being foolish, Mr. Anderson?” 

“Why?” 

His skin tightened suddenly. 

“Because,” he said, “whatever your 
prim notions of responsibility may 
be, 1 want that photograph and I in- 
tend to have it. Furthermore, I am 
prepared to take whatever steps are 
necessary to overcome your 
ples.” 

“Such as?” 


being 











Alcoholics To Publicize 


The Alcoholics Anonymous Grape- 
vine, Inc., was recently chartered 
lat Albany, N. Y., to edit, print and 
bind materials pertaining to “Alco- 
holics Anonymous.” Offices are in 
N. Y. with Royal F. Shepard as 
filing attorney. Capital stock is six 
shares, no par value. 





Bemelmans’ H'’wood Book 
Ludwig Bemelmans, novelist and 
screen writer, has finished a book to 
be published by Viking in autumn 
Titled “Dirty Eddie,’ book is a 
tire on Hollywood via a pig who is 
| nceded for a part in a picture. 


Flackers to Elect 
Will Yolen, flack chief of WNEW 
has bowed out of the post of presi- 


Sa- 
« 





its | 
half-page | 


matter. 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 





Fugit Sound, June 6. 
“Priority” being the No. 1 word of the Century (that’s a dictionary, son), 
I'm afraid I've lost my place in line as a historian of matters that don’t 
I am gazing at the sky above the Brown Derby viewing the beauty 
of a Navy blimp that was not advertising Jane Russell in “The Outlaw,” 
when out parachuted Lt. Col. Barney Oldfield, our old Nebraska mugg, 


' who had previously jumped into eight European countries in this war and 


had become quite good at it. He landed on my surviving foot and before 
I could say “Superman!” he buttonholed me and demanded what I had 
meant by saying I had been ruined by “The Jazz Singer,” the first bleater 
of show biz. I replied that I hadn't said anything of the sort. 
“You did too,” he insisted. 
“Where?” I demanded. 
“Over at the American 
studio.” 


Veterans political rally at Warners’ KFWB 
What I had said was that I was running for the lowest office in the land, 
was low enough to make it and would assure an honest administration 
because I was 20% off in my hearing and couldn't even hear bribes. 

“A likely story!” he said, as he pulled me indoors to one of those booths 
where everybody shows from the neck up and looks pretty dead that way 
when the check comes. 

He began giving me chapter and curse about this biz of priority. To 
hear him tell it a kid called “Don Juan,” starring Warner Bros., Vitaphone 
and John Barrymore in that order, had captured the Puget Bay area with 
sound before Jolson knew one knee from the other. 

Oldfield, who doesn't smoke, not even cornsilk, hashish or the original 
Barney's burned-out cigars, nevertheless began getting smoke in my I's. 
He said he was giving me the straight instead of rushing to Eddie Durling, 
Joe Laurie or Louis Sobol because (1) Durling won't touch anything unless 
it has a women-and-horses angle, (2) Sobol t 


won 1 


touch anything that 

esn't begin wv h Sobol and (3 Laurie ‘ ne till hic F > or + if 

dagoesn t begin with Sobol and (3) Laurie yawns till his El Ropo goes out if 
the subject is later than April 8, 1901, and the Bijou bill in Chicago. 

“But you,” Barney pointed out, “you're young enough to know better. 


You know the Warners came from Youngstown, O., and you certainly 
must remember ‘Don Juan’ because he put you and vour salient travelog 
right out of business in Nice, France, and don't go saying it was ‘The Jazz 
Singer’ again or I'll have to use what influence Warners 


n nave 
you exiled to Truman’s cabinet.” 


left to get 


He Lays a Foundation 
Frem there on he laid out the picture of things as they were in 1926 


| when everybody thought that silence was not only Goldwyn but here to 


stay. A day of Big Parades, Dancing Daughters, Patriots, Wings, Card- 
board Lovers and Rin Tin Tin, it didn’t seem as if anybody could get very 
far with disciplined noise, especially after years of Valentino and Theda 
Bara shaking men and women to their very foundation garments without 
saying a word. 


All the while we were making our travelaughs conform to the formula. 


| ‘like studying geography under Charlie Chaplin,” in faraway France, this 


revolution was going on in Hollywood. Cut titled, we shipped our 
first reels from Marseilles to New York. I had rather thought they had 
met “the Jazz Singer” heading toward Europe and were sunk in midocean 
without a trace. I do remember we hurriedly reprinted what reels we had 


and 


| left and rushed them to the Dutch East Indies in the hope of getting our 


| 


, had accompanying sounds and music fed to it, and the audience. 


cosis back before Jolsonic sirens began screaming out of every picture 
house in the world. 
But Oldfield insists it was “Don Juan” 


that put us out of business, not 
Don Jolson. 


His version is that it took place on Aug. 7, 1926, and that we 
must have read even in French papers that John Barrymore in tights had 
iried to make the most of moments alone with Mary Astor. The picture 


A Repub- 


_lican by the name of Will Hays blabbed a bit on the same program, 


have them. | 


Giovanni Martinelli and Marian Tallye fought to see who could open their 
mouths widest, yell the loudest and look silliest, and the boys of Longhair 
Local No. 803,.the New York Philharmonic, sawed and oboed an overture 
to a frenzied finish. 

He Names Names 


This, coming from the screen of the old Warner theatre in New York, 
must have been all very pleasant to Harry, Jack, Albert and Sam. Sam, 
now dead, was the idea man. 

But whether I am right or Oldfield, the news of it along the Riviera 
Poverty Row was as welcome as the undertaker’s approach with a measur- 


| ing tape in one hand and a spade with damp earth still on it in the other. 
| We knew our celluloidal testimonial to the wonders of European spheres of 
| influence was now as mute as a parrot with a clevis over his bill. 


The sad part is that the wisdom ,of our judgment was so right in this 


| matter! 


Of course, that being 20 years ago and I still eating in a magnificent 
manor of my own, the sheer tragedy of that morning after Aug. 6, 1926, 
looks more comic now. The Warners are still in the business just over the 
mountain from me, and from what I hear, they intend to make quite a 
show of their 20th anniversary. Before they brought their racket into the 
picture palaces and a guy could sleep as much as he wanted without inter- 
ference, even I was not against coming uninvited once in a while to Warner 


, functions. 


scru- | 


I was denied the opportunity of seeing the opus of all time on this 
history-making night in New York, but Oldfield, who wasn’t there either 
(it was before paratrooping) knows what it did. The first impact was on 
the critics. They lit matches to look at the expression on each other's 
faces, went to the men’s room to hold reassuring conferences, made deals 
with each other to go along in a group, more or less, so no matter what 
happened they'd all look silly or smart together. That was the initial note 
of the revolution, like the first rasp of a beginning avalanche. The thing 
was so big, few knew where to take hold of it, or whether they wanted to 


| get a hand on it. 


So Seldes Now Dialogs For Par 
Most of the reviews got off the hook by calling it a novelty, and it wasn't 
until later, when Hollywood's smartest men and some of their parrots in 
New York began to jump on the Warners, that articles began to appear by 


| guys like Gilbert Seldes, who is never wrong, that “Hollywood Commits 


dent of the Publicity Club of N-Y.. | 


a post he’s held several years. 
Nominees for the new slate, to be 
elected at a meeting Monday (17) 
are: For prexy, Arthur J. C. Under- 
|} hill and Robert Nathans; first veepee, 
Mae Wagner Carlisle, Mary Pent- 
land; second vice prexy, Lt. Col. 
| Dorsey Owings, Michael M. Engel; 
|recording secretary, Helen M. E. 


| McCarthy, Adrienne Minden; board | 


of directors: Yolen, Leon Epstein, 
‘Continued on page 62) 


Suicide.” 

After the critics and the electric light company, which put colored lights 
on the great white way for the first time to extol the wonders of Vita- 
phone, had tasted this “revolution” in New York, the orange grove and 
swimming pool country was next to feel that narcotic impact of a boom. 

Face-distorters who had been away from the dime store too long and 
resented the prospect of returning to a once-price existence, were first to 
feel the rap. Two fellows, a church usher ‘on Sundays) by the name of 
Conrad Nagel, and John Barrymore, a:guy with a mugg which sent women 
off into wild dreams and put a strain on the hooks and eyes of their cor- 
setry, were said by everyone to be the only people in Hollywood who could 
manage this talkie thing. These two men had been of and in the theatre, 
where their elocution records were well known. 

Conrad Nagel’s Beigle 

Barrymore took his time about making pictures, but poor old $2,500-a- 
week Conrad, not him. He was owned by M-G-M. and M-G-M was loathe 
to get excited about this talking picture business until it looked a bit more 
solid than it did in its unsteady coltish-legged days. Louis B. Mayer went 
into the talkie medium like an agent, not a producer. Anybody. who 
wanted his prize boy, name of Nagel, could have him from a price, and 
Nagel gabbed for every company but Metro. 

He made, by actual count (must give the Warners’ researchers credit on 
these statistics), 31 feature pictures in the first two years of the Warner 
remake of Hollywood. He was a very good man for it, because he was 
blond, and that meant he could work 24 hours at a stretch without shaving, 


(Continued on page 62) 
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OBITUARIES 


FRANK CASE 
Frank Case, 69, proprietor of Al- | 
gonquin hotel, N. Y., died in New | 
York, June 7, about five 
after his wife had passed away. His 


: ; » “ha: 7 ° Ss 
hostelry had been the rendezvous of | Little Theatre groups. 


the literary and theatrical great for | 
two generations. Case’s association 


with the hotel began in 1902 as a, 
clerk. He subsequently became 
manager and then owner, During | 


more than four decades he and his | 


hostelry achieved the status of a 
New York institution known 
throughout the werld. 

The hotel and its “Round Table” 
became a rendezvous for actors 
writers, artists and others. Two 


generations of celebs were habitues 
of the establishment during Case's 
operation. Two generations ol the 
Drews, three generations of Barry- 
mores, adventurers like Richard 
Harding Davis, fabulous Broadway 
characters like Diamond Jim Brady, 


wits like Frank Ward O'Malley and 
Alexander Woollcott, and Holly wood 
folk from Douglas Fairbanks and 
Mary Pickford to Orson Welles a 
the ‘ne vest starlets. 

Case was born in Buffalo, N. Y.. 


and according to his book, “Tales ot 


a Wayward Inn,” he had sold rail- 
road tickets in a Buffalo hotel. He 
harbored a yen for a job in a New 


York hotel which he eventually ful- | 
filled as clerk at the Algonquin. 
Attractive surrou dings of spot and 
affable manner of Case at- 
tracted theatrical folk and later the 


soon 


literary. He bought the hotel in 
1927 from the estate of Alexander 
Smith for $1,000,000. 


Case had married twice. His first 
wife, Mrs. Caroline Eckert died in 
1908. His second wife, Mrs. Bertha 
Grayling Case, died last February. 
Surviving are a daughter, 
brother and three sisters. 


LEO SLEZAK 
Leo Slezak, 71, leading member of | 


son, 





months | work, Wallace 


managed “House of Shadows” at the 
Longacre theatre, N. Y. 

Upon retirement from professional 
maintained interest 
in the theatre via the operation of 
For several 
seasons, he operated the Fireside 
Players at White Plains, N. Y. 

Survived by widow and sister. 

MAURICE FLECKLES 

Maurice Fleckles, 74, pioneer dis- 
tributor of motion pictures, died 
June 5 in Hollywood, following a 
troke. ’ 

Born in Chicago, Fleckles entered 
the film business about 45 years ago 
and later managed one of the ear- 
liest film exchanges in that city for 
Carl Laemmle, Sr. In 1900 he mar- 
ried Laemme’s sister, Anna. 

In partnership with John Tippett 
he conducted the agency distributing 
raw film stock for Agfa-Ansco, 
meanwhile operating several motion 


picture theatres in Chicago. Nine 
years ago Fleckles retired from the | 
industrv because of ill health. 
EDDIE LOFTUS 

Eddie (Edward A.) Loftus, 52, | 
vaude performer ..nd one of the first 
radio singers on the air in the Chi- 
cago area, died in Chi June 5 

Loftus, who in recent years played 


the piano in taverns on West Madi- 
son St. in Chi, sang over ploneer 
station WTAS in the Loop 25 years 
ago. Prior to that, in vaude, he in- 
troduced his own song, “Dirty Flies,” 
and introduced a number oi tunes to 


Chi, among them “Open the Door, 
Close the Door” and “I Cried for 
You.” Later he was manager of the 


| Midnite Frolics, nitery. 


His decline in recent years was at- 


itributed to grief over the death of 


his wife, Violet, in 1932 


AL WOODS 


Al Woods, 51, screen actor and 


Vienna State Opera and father of | member of the Pasadena Community 


Walter Slezak, stage and screen ac- 
tor, died in Bavaria, June 6. Slezak 
sang with the Metropolitan Opera in 
New York from 1909 to 1913, after 


having achieved success as a Wag- | 


nerian tenor in most music capitals 
of Europe. He sang the hero roles 
in such operas as “Tannhaeuser,” 
“Lohengrin” and “Aida.” He went 


back to the Vienna State Opera in | 


1913. 

In the °30s he appeared in a suc- 
cession of Viennese films. These in- 
cluded “Love in Three-Quarters 
Time,” “Women's Paradise,” “Music 
in the Blood,” “Hei 
cess” and “World's in Love.” 

In 1944 Slezak was fined 100,000 
marks by the Nazis, who were en- 
raged because his son, Walter, had 
appeared in the role of a German 
U-boat officer in “Lifeboat” and as a 
Gestapo official in “This Land Is 
Mine,” two U. S. films. Hitler 


saw 


seized prints of the pictures and or- | 


dered the fine. 


GEORGE GARY 

George Karesh, 33. known profes- 
sionally as George Gary, was killed 
in an automobile accident recently in 
Chicago. Gary was emcee at Helsing’s 
Vodvil Lounge, Chi. His car over- 
turned after hitting a light post and 
three stanchions, killing him and 
seriously injuring Ceil Vondell, dan- 
cer, who was riding with him. 

A Brooklynite, Karesh received an 
honorable discharge from the Army 
five months ago, after three years’ 


service, and was then booked into 
the Vodvil Lounge through Al 
Borde’s Central Booking Office. 


Body was shipped to N. Y. for burial. 
Survived by mother, three sisters, 
brother and daughter, 11. Gary was 
divorced from his wife, a 
professional], several years ago. 


none- 





JEANNETTE FARLAND 


Mrs. Elmer H. Brunner, known on 
vaude stage as Jeannette Farland. 
died May 27 in Cleveland. 

From 1907 to 1912 she and her 
husband toured vaudeville in a 
magic act under billing of Kalma 
and Farland. After quitting show 
biz, Brunner opened photography 
studio in Cleveland and they lived 
here until 1940. when they moved 
to St. Petersburg. Fla. 

JAMES W. WALLACE 

James W. Wallace, 61, former stage 
manager of Broadway shows, 
at his home at Stormville, N. Y.. 
June 6. He had been stage manager 
for several Theatre Guild produc- 
tions, including “Caesar and Cleo- | 
patra” (1925). He was also stage 
manager for Morris Gest’s produc- 


Greatest Suc- | 


died | 


| Playhouse company, died June 3 at 
|his home in Pasadena, following a 
heart attack. 

Starting career as a piano player 
in early film houses, Woods became 
later di- 
| viding his time between Hollywood 
|studios and the Pasadena theatre. 
| His legal name was Frederick Lud- 
vig Dreeke. 


}an actor in silent pictures, 


—_—— — 


| EDWARD HOFFMAN 


| Edward Hoffman, 65, who for 35 
years was in show business in New 
| York and on the circus’ circuit, died 
at his home in Washington on 
| June 6. 
| Born in Peekskill, N. Y., he ap- 
|peared with the Al Fields Minstrels 
on Broadway and was both stage 
manager and performer for Buffalo 
Bill Cody, Ringling Brothers, and 
| Barnum and Bailey. 


BILL ZEITLER 
William (Bill) Zeitler, 55, veteran 
vaude trooper, died in Washington 
June 6., after an illness of several 
‘years. A native of D. C., he went 
into show business in 


j 


| 


there. 


He and his wife, the former Dor- 


othy Wolfe, who died in 1936, toured 
vaude circuits for many years billed 
as Bill and Dot Zeitler. 


JOHN WOLFORD 


John Wolford, 62, exhibitor, died 
‘June 2 in Ontario, Calif., where he 
|had been a Fox West Coast partner 
|in the operation of several theatres 
| since 1933. Prior to that he had op- 
j}erated independently for many 
l years, 

Surviving are his widow. 
j}and a daughter. 


| 


two sons 


— 


SAMUEL J. LASS 


Samuel J. Lass, 74, member of the 
‘Werner Bros. story department at 
the homeoffice for 17 years, diec 
June 9 in New York. 

Funeral services were 
following day at Riverside Memorial 
Chapel, N, Y. 


E. R. TOERPE 
E. R. Toerpe, 59, manager of the 
Orpheum theatre in Galesburg, IL. 
| for the past two years, died at his 
| home there June 4. 


| 
} 





SYDNEY HYMAN 
Sydney Hyman, 71, theatrical 
jagent, died May 6 in London. 
For many years Hyman was chief 


‘booker for the South African circuit. | 


Harry Jacob Shenk, 63. Para- 
mount studio grip for 31 years, died 


1908 when he} 
‘joined Kernan’s Burlesque stock Co. | 


held the | 


on the lot 

since 1915. 

ieccecaions 
Father of Mary Jane Walsh, musi- 

‘comedy actress, died in Danveport, 


ila., June 7. 


MARRIAGES 
Barbara Pretty to Philip Molloy, 
| Yuma, June 8, Groom is a publicist 
; at RKO. 

Betty Laughton 
Gallagher, Carmel, 
Bride is an actress; 
paper correspondent, 

Amy Berlinger to Sydney Magid- 
Pittsburgh, June 6. They're 
niteéry dance team known as Sydney 
jand Ames. 

Blanche (Pat) Maloney to James 
A. Dunn, Pittsburgh, June 5. Bride 
is the daughter of John J. Maloney, 
central division manager for 


Wes 
June 1. 
news- 


Kelley to 
Cal., 


groom a 





SO, 


sales 


Metro. 
Judith Evans to Michael Browne, 
New York, June 9. Bride is legit 


player; groom screen and legit actor. 
Dorothy Hooks to John Bonaguidi, 


Chicago, May 29. He's bassist with 
Joe’s Vera’s orch. 

Corinne Schussel to Harry Egel- 
man, New York, June 8. Bride is 


daughter of Seymour Schussel, Film 
Classics branch manager in N, Y 

Jane Cramer to Dave Se 
i burgh, June 6, 
nouncer at KQV. 

Sonya Stokowski to Flight 
Willem H. Thorbecke, Nev 
iJune 8. Bride is daughter of 
Stokowski, maestro, 


BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Kershaw (Kert) 
Beauregard Burbank, daughter, New 
| York, June 5. Father a_ publicity 
| man; mother a model 
| Mr. and Mrs, Joe L. Brown, son, 
| Holly wood, June 5. Child is the 
| grandson of Joe E. Brown, comedian, 
| 
| 


Groom’s an anh- 


York, 


| pold concert 


currently starring in “Harvey.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Geison, daugh- 
ter, New York, June 6. Father is 
assistant to head of exploitation 
dept. of Columbia Pictures 

Mr. and Mrs. Irvin’ Berwick, 
daughter, Glendale, Cal., June 5. 
Mother is a former secretary at Co- 
lumbia; father a dialog director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam _ Honigberg, 
daughter, Chicago, May 31. Father 
is press agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Lichine, 
daughter, Hollywood, June 2. Mother 
is the former Tatiana Riabouchinska, 
danseuse: father is a dance director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Osterman, 
son, Syracuse, N. Y. Mother’s the 
former Rosemary McDonald, Pitts- 
burgh band singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
daughter, Pinehurst, N. 
Father is press agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. George 
N. Y., June 8 Father 
of Columbia Pictures’ 
ment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Lockwcod, 
daughter, May 22. Father is current- 


September, 
C., May 24. 


Grippo, son, 
is a member 
art depart- 


ly with “Hamlet,” at City Center, 
1 a oe 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonas Thomas Sil- 


verstone, son, June 7. Father is 
counsel for the American Guild of 
Variety Artists and chairman of The- 
atre Chapter of American Veterans 
Committee. 
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while the black-bearded lads had to stall at 5 o’clock to go under the razor 
and lose valuable picture-making minutes. 
Conrad said he once was granted a short respite and took his wife to New 


York. 
| movie. 
| give’up and go home. 
| star in every one. 
| that even an actor is only human. 
| 
says there was a lot of debate. 
| Prinz, Frank Fay and some 
| ° 
| floored them with laughter. 


One evening, wanting to kill some time, they elected to relax at a 
They went to five different theatres offering first runs, and had to 
In the output of all five companies, Nagel was the 
He wes getting pretty tired of himself, which proves 


When the boys in New York gathered the morning after that “Don Juan” 
premiere at the Lambs Club for lunch, Oldfield who wasn’t there either, 
At one table sat Joe Jaurie, Jr., LeRoy 
others. 
Five years later, Prinz, who works for War- 


Every mention of talking pictures 


| ners now, will tell you the same gang met at the same table and buried 


| vaudeville! 


A fellow with a premonition was one in Joe Laurie’s book, a vaude comic 


with sour-silly puss, one Hugh Herbert. 


He took the bull by the you- 


| know-what, took a cut in salary, joined a show, “Exposures of 1926,” and 


set off for Hollywood. 
Sam Warner did, 


He had a feeling that the thing was here, just like 


The Sherbert Includes Herbert 


| He had no sooner landed in Hollywood than he was met with two men— 


| Mike Curtiz, and an interpreter. 


Mike was a Hungarian circus strong man, 
| who had split up the world with Alexander Korda in a Budapest deal. 
| These hobohemians actually got their dream to walking. 


Curtiz took the 


| part of the world whére the British once had trouble marketing their tea, 


and Korda took the marketers. 


When Herbert met him, Mike was already 


in association with the Warners on a sign-language basis, and the inter- 
| preter was hired from Western Costume Co, to impress and hire Herbert. 


Herbert 
laughs each evening 
might be just the 


worked days 
He suggested 
thing for 


| man, 
| he couldn't get it 
reels long, 
ture. I think it 


down to one reel. 


cost about 40G, 


pictures it was already here to stay. 
tically a second run. 


much more if he talked. 
difference now 


Sidney Skolsky 
biogs of guys like Skolsky. 


1913, nor 1927, but 1926. 


so I can't say it was a total loss. 





He got so wrapped up in one, a thing called “Lights of New York,” 


and before he knew it, Warners had their first all-talking 
and 
stopped all nonsense about “talk is cheap.” 

Thus by the time all of us realized that sound had been wired into 


at Warners, quitting in time to provide stage belly- 
that some of 
one-reelers, 
okayed and Hugh (ater “woo-woo") Herbert became the first talkie short 


sketches 
Was 


vaude 
The 


his old 


comedy talkers. idea 


that 
It kept spilling over until it was five 
pic- 
about $4,000,000, 


returned which 


Thus Jolson’s appearance was prac- 


He was rung into the Warner camp because George 
Jessel wanted $25,000 to act in a silent version of “The Jazz Singer,” 


and aus 


When Jessel placed such a premium on parting 
his lips, it made the Warners so wild they gave Jolson twice as much. 


The 


is that while Jolson is having his biog done by a guy like 
at Columbia, Jessel is producing pictures at 20th which are 


But Warners insist that 1946 celebrates the 20th anniversary of bringing 
blab to the Bijous of the world at prices everyone can afford to pay. 


Not 


I guess I should be big about it and forget my 
11 geographical reels that never saw light of a projection machine for profit. 
I had a pretty secretary all the time we were making the picture anyway, 
Our four productions are still to be seen 
on the boulevards, and one Nonny, aged 2, is pencilled in as Mme. President 
for 1992—the 500th anniversary of the discovery of America. 
“Don Juan” still at the lower end of a double feature and Oldfield at WB. 


That leaves 





ample, one jacket, a few years ago, 
brought up a youthful fact thot the 
author of the book had written Nick 
Carters for Street & Smith. The re- 
viewers, very naturally, maybe, went 
to it: “He is still writing 10c melo- 
dramas.” 

Another jacket pictured the author 
as if he were fundamentally a soldier, 
ignoring his long wood-pulp writing 
record. When someone dug that up, 
it appeared the writer was trying to 
conceal it. In these cases, and many 
others, it is claimed by authors’ as- 
sociations, that if the writer had final 
approval of the book jacket’s per- 
sonal material about him, it could 
not place the author in a harmful 
light, 
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| ene 


| 


rere 
|Owen Brantley, Shepard Henkin, 
Mary-Madeline Riddle, Mary Fur- 
long Moore, Amy Blaisdell, Theresa 
Stone. 





Writers Aid Europe’s Hungry 

Fund drive has been launched by 
P.E.N., internation] literary society, 
to provide food and clothing for des- 
titute writers and artists in Europe. 
Drive began when the Book-of-the- 
Month club pledged $5,000 for that 


purpose if a similar amount was 
raised elsewhere. 
Since then, and in a short time, 





more than $10,000 has been flushed, 
| with contribs from Author's League, 


Doubleday Doran, and others, 


London Dailies Upped 
London dailies, restricted to four 
| pages during the war, get a 50% 
| uppage to six pages next month but, 

thereafter, want to jump from six to 
| 16 pages, else they'll go into the red. 
|The four pages permitted a_ profit 
through paper saving but, sans ads, 
the new six-page size cuts down the 
|profit. If going to eight or 10 pages 
‘it would spell red ink 
| hence the request for a larger in- 
crease in order to take on ad lineage, 
| sini 
Those Book Jackets 

A minor but important change in 
book contracts, for authors, may 
| have the latter ruling on book jack- 
ets. Book jacket blurbs often have 


tion of “The Miracle” and later June 1 in Hollywood. He had been|hurt writers unwittingly. For ex- 


certainly, | 


part time job. Now, to be on the safe 


side, I'm going to get her a full time 
job.” 5 


Jean Carse, daughter of author 
Robert Carse and Columbia Pictures’ 
story editor Janet Wood Carse, mar- 
ried Friday (7) to Sanford Wachtel, 
an architect. 


Inez Robb, N. Y. Journal-Amer- 
ican and INS feature writer, just 
recently back from Germany 0.0., 


getting an honorary doctorate from 
her native Iowa. 

Walter Bernstein, first corre- 
spondent to interview Tito during 
the war when a Yank staffer, is go- 
ing to Yugoslavia to cover the Mik- 
hailovitch trial for the New Yorker. 

Marina Cisternas, Hollywood for- 
eign correspondent, completed her 
second novel, “There Is No Tomor- 
row,” for publication by Thomas 
Crowell & Co. Her first was ‘“Maria- 





| 
| 
| 


CHATTER 

Eddie Eagan succeeding Gene 
Austin as columnist for Opera mag. 

Stanley Smith succeeded Jerry 
Asher as fan mag editor for Warner | 

Bros. 

Ben Ames Williams down South 
| gathering materi! fer Civil War | 
‘| novel, 
| Sinclair Lewis tarrying in N.Y. 
| before going to new summer home 


in Mass. 

Theodore S. Amussend, discharged 
from Navy, back with Rinehart 
book firm. 

Arthur J. Cummings, editor of the 
London News-Chronicle, gandering 
Hollywood studios. 

Larry Reid, exec. editor of Motion 
Picture mag, in Hollywood for a 
week of gandering. 

Edan Wright, rotogravure editor 
of Chicago Daily News, in Holly- 
wood to ogle film lots. 

Clayton Rawson, with Macfadden 
dick mags, resigned to become new 
book editor for Ziff-Davis. 

Quentin Reynolds appointed 
chairman of mag. div. of Nat'l. Serv- 
ice Fund for Disabled Vets. 

Walter Ramsey, Coast editor of 
Ideal Publishing Corp., heading east 
for huddles on advertising and cir- 
| culation. 





Mike Todd gets profiled in current 

(July) issue of Pageant by Arnold 
| Perl under title of “Hamlet and the 
G String.” 
| Mary Harrell, ex-Lt. in the 
|rine Corps, has joined staff of 
| Seventeen, to put out a special home 
economics supplement, 

Margaret O'Brien's short “mem- 
oirs,” titled “The Happiest Days of 
My Life,” will be published by Wo- 
man’s Home Companion, 

Said a selling writer about to go 
all hog freelance: “My wife has a 





; duced at Dock St. 


Antonia.” 

Carolina Art Assn. is sponsor of 
DuBose Heyward Playwriting Award 
of $500 for winning play, contest 
ending Oct. 1, Winner to be pro- 
theatre, Charles- 
ton, S. C. Award, a yearly affair, 


| has been suspended since °43. 





Ma- | 


Ward Morehouse profiles Theresa 
Helburn and Lawrence Langner as 
“Mr. and Mrs. Theatre Guild” in 
July Stage Pictorial. Mag, inciden- 
tally, will publish only two editions 
during summer because of newsprirtt 
shortage, resuming monthly sched- 
ule in September. 

Messmore Kendall, owner of the 
Capitol theater, on Broadway, has 


authored his memoirs, “Never Let 
Weather Interfere.” for Farrar- 
Straus. Same firm publishing book 


by David Stern, editor of the Cam- 
den (N.J.) Courier Post, iitled 
“Francis”; and “Yank (The GI Story 
of the War),” by the staff members 
of Yank. 

The talk on Alex Woollcott Thurs- 
day over WQXR rather confusing, 
avoiding the book. Dorothy Parker 
said her friend “was a lousy writer, 


but a great guy who put people 
through college but never told any- 
one.” Then how did she know? 
Brock Pemberton said he earned 
| Woollcott’s enmity by not letting 
him pick his first produced play. 
Louis Kronenberger merely hated 





Alec’s florid style. Altogether hard- 
ly a talk that would sell a_ book. 
Miss Parker said “hell” and gasped 
and went on. Long pauses as if a 
rehearsal would have been help- 
ful. Everybody acted as if any mvw- 
ment the ghost of the great late 
celeb might talk back. 
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Broadway 


Jack L. Warner due east in Au- 
gust. 

Neil Agnew returned to his desk 
at Vanguard Productions Monday 
(10). ; 

Joe 
from 
1. oe 2 

Richard Barron has 
ter Coy in the stage 
“Laura.” , 

The Quentin Reynolds weekending 
regularly at the Billy Roses’ Mt. Kis- 
co home. 

Kay Buckley doing straw hat leads 
with the Green Bush theatre, Blau- 
velt, N. Y. 

The Earl Wilsons (N. Y. Post). to 
the Coast June 21 for 242 weeks via 
Constellation. 7 

Joe Shea, road-agenting “Harvey, 


Roberts spending his vacash 
the Selznick flackery around 


replaced Wal- 
version of 


which lays off this month, in town | 


from Seattle last week. 


Collier’s trailerized the Gloucester | 
door to} 


House, seafood eatery next | 
Toots Shor’s, and now the lines are 
out to the sidewalk. 


Joe Schenck, 20th-Fox topper, ac- | 
due in| 


companied by Mike Todd, 
New York next Tuesday (18) to at- 
tend Conn-Louis fight. 

Excavation for a building addition 
to the N. Y. Times on West 44th 
street will soon be finished after 
certain blasting difficulties 

Joseph A. Lippman, of National 
Concert & Artists Corp., engaged to 
Alix Williamson, p.a. who formerly 
edited N. Y. Amusements mag. 

Lizabeth Scott clippered to London 
over weekend for personal appear- 
ances at British preem of her starrer, 
“Strange Love of Martha Ivers.” 


Charlie McDonald, division thea- | 
tre manager for RKO, on Miami | 
fishing trip, to be followed by a 


week's vacation in New England. 

Frederic (‘The Hucksters’’) Wake- 
mans commuting to Nantucket. Ditto 
many other Broadwayites who seem 
more Cape Cod-minded than hereto- 
fore. 

The Bugs Baers to their Connecti- 
cut home for the summer; ditto the 


Bob Considines and the Joe Seidel- 
mans (Universal), latter two in 
Westchester. 

Frank Buck signed by National 
Sound Corp. to make an album of 
jungle stories for children, with 
sound effects, with recordings for 
Oct. 1 release. 

Josef Israels II, Middle Europe 
VARIETY mugg back in New York. 


plans to return to Vienna early in 
July as correspondent for INS, SEP, 
Newsweek, etc. 

Frank Smith, 
Breadway, and 


the 
Mildred, 


manager of 
his wife, 


formerly on the stage, celebrate 25th | 


anniversary at 
N. J., June 23. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke nlaned to 
England Saturday (8) to join the 
cast of J. Arthur’ Rank’'s film, 
“Nicholas Nickleby,” set to roll un- 
der Michael Balcon. 

Group of 10 professional vets 
staged “Of Mice and Men” at Drama 
Workshop Sunday (9) under Peter 
Frye’s direction, to let trade know 
they're out of service. 

Dave Coplan, UA’s British chief- 
tain, in N. Y. for homeoffice con- 
fabs, has left for his home in Canada 
and a couple weeks of fishing there. 
Due back here June 24. 

“Boots” McKenna off to Panama 
July 1 to begin production on nitery 
show for Hoiel Internacional, after 
doing layouts for Rio Cabana, Chi, 
and Embassy Club, New York. 

Howie Horwitz takes cognizance 
of the unusual “pushing-around” at 
Bill Miller's Riviera with 
promotion piece stressing better co- 
ordination of the™service staff. 

Cute gag at the Jimmy Durante 
party, where both Leon Enken and 
Eddie Davis did their stuff for auld 
lang syne, were the throwaway 
cards distributed, “Next Stop! Leon 
& Eddie's.” 

New numbers 


home in Milburn, 


game attuned to 
w.k. locations. If “you're a Hearn’s.” 
it means 14 years old. “She's an 
Alamac” means in the 70s: or “he’s 
around Leon & Eddie's” means in 
the 50s, etc. 

Rabbi Birstein, for 21 years with 
the Actors Temple, performs the 
marriage of his third daughter, Mil- 
dred, on June 16. Bride has been 
prominent in various wartime thea- 
trical. activities. 

Alec Moss, director of exploitation 
for Paramount, has received the 
Certificate of Appreciation from the 


Greater New York Councils of Boy | 


Scouts for his work on the recent 
oy Scout campaign. 


John van Druten turned over 


$500 award from American Academy | 


of Arts and Letters, for “season’‘s 
merit,” to American National Thea- 
tre and Academy for its drive for a 
national theatre. 

Chester W. Dudley, Jr., appointed 
sales manager for Willard Pictures, 
producers of commercial and tele- 
vision pix, following his assignment 
to inactive duty in USNR. Dudley 
formerly with Benton & Bowles. 
_Will Irwin, bandleader for 
You With It?” at the Shubert, and 
wife Rose currently involved in a 
“tabloid special” divorce case, com- 
plete with bedroom details. Norman 
Zeno, songsmith,.among those named. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Balaban have 
confirmed the marriage of their 
daughter, Ida Joy, to ex-Lt. Louis G. 
Couture of Quebec, Canadian Army. 
They were married in Canada dur- 
ing the winter and will reside in 
N. Y. 

Ethel 


Merman, because of her 


a good | 


his | 


“Are | 


“Annie Get Your Gun” click, is due 
for a Life cover and feature story 
| ‘by Wolcott Gibbs), an Amy Porter 





yarn in The New Yorker, 
i spreads in Look and Vogue. 

| Wes (Mrs. Ben) Bernie, in from 
Florida, summering with Eleanor 
Holm (Mrs. Billy Rose), per custom, 
at Mt. Kisco. Rose uses Flo Zieg- 
|feld’s apartment in the theatre (in- 


and 


cluding the Ziegfeld theatre's cool- | 


_ing plant) when their town house is 
| closed. 

| Paula Stone and Hunt Stromberg, 
| Jr., hosted the “Red Mill” and guests 
last night (Tues.) at Sardi’s to cele- 
brate the 274th performance of the 
Victor Herbert musical, thus match- 
ing its first N. Y. run in 1906-7. 
Stromberg, delayed in Chi, couldn’t 





attend. 
Irving Berlin, Frank Sinatra and 
| RKO for producing the short “The 


House I Live In” being honored for 
achievements in the fight for toler- 
jance by the theatrical division of 
Riverdale’s Children 
|chairmaned by Mrs. Dwight Deere 
| Wiman 


| oe By Larry Solloway 
|} Chili Williams in town at 
lac hotel. 
Nadya Norskaya added to Bar of 
Music show. 
Marilyn Mack 
| Blackamoor room 


Cadil- 


into Ben 


Gaines 





with Josephine Del Mar. 

Five O'Clock Club due to 
in July with small show. 

Erskine Caldwells on 
for series of 
pasture. 
| Beachcomber may shutter Lagoon 
| (runing on dine-dance policy now) 
| by month’s end. 

Jewel Box shuttered when diffi- 
culties in securing late operating li- 
cense cropped up. 
| Don Richard, local oren leader, 
| dickering for Riptide club, with plans 
|}to run it as a swing spot. 
| Lt. Col. Robert Rees, former pub- 
lic relations rep for Gen. Arnold, 
joined staff of Miami Herald. 

Polio epidemic and train strike 
hit town bad, with hotel and nitery 
biz sagging past two weeks. 

Burly group dickering for over- 
sized Frolics club, currently a bobby- 


reopen 


to B.A. 


Peron 


way 
articles on the 





soxers rendezvous with soft drink 
policy. 

Phillip Elliot, British sportsman- 
builder, joined wife. Nina Wilcox 
Putnam, who is stopping on beach 
for summer. 

Jack Kofoed, Miami Herald col- 


| umnist, partied at itKty Davis’ prior 
jto his departure for the atomic 
;}bomb tests in Pacific. 

Walter Jacobs in town 
|visit before returning to his 
| Tarleton club in N.H. Wife 
and family joining him. 

Bobby’ Burns,  ex-leatherpusher 
bought into Club 22. Dropped show 
policy and will cater to rumbaddicts, 
with Tommy Nunez band. 

New show opened at Clover Club 
June 5 featuring Phil and Mitdred 
Crane, Marian Niles, Martha Stan- 
ley and a Boots McKenna line. 

Ann Sheridan and Steve Hanne- 
gan stopped off here recently at 
Dan (Miami News prez) Mahoney’s 
home, on way to South America. 

Paddock Club sold for approxi- 
mately $30,000 to Mack Nathanson 
and group, by Harry Friedlander. 
Late policy retained by new ops. 

Charlie Farrell, who’s been pound- 
ing the keys and purveying his 
\leerics at Park Avenue Club for 


for a brief 
Lake 
Molly 





close to four years all set to take 
first vacash in that time, July 1.] 
Will head for N.Y. 

Murray Weinger will reopen his 
Copacabana in late June, with me- 
dium budget show and moderate 


|price policy. Plans to run that way 
| till late fall, then switch to high- 
priced show and mimimum for the 


season, 
| Miss Fiorida contest at Cadillac 
lhotel drew 2,000 people. Winner 


lwas U. of Miami coed, Jackie Jen- 
nings who turned in top talent stint 
| with her nifty takeoff on Betty Hut- 
ton recording. Garnered 145 points 
!out of possible 150. 


| a — 
Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 


! 


| Jane Broder in New Hope for 
| weekend. 
Annual Street Fair, benefit of 
Recreation Center, set for July 4 
| weekend in New Hope. 


checking 


| Joe Davidson and spouse 
next 


Fout of Buckingham studio 

| month for air trip to Paris. 
Ted deCorsia commuting daily 

from Langhorne to Radio City for 

i “Big Town” and other air dramas. 

| “Song of Bernadette” performed 

itwice Sat. (8) by Holmquist School 


j}under direction of Dorothy Schles- 
singer. 
| Theron Bambergers hosted Play- 
house directorate following smooth | 
sr.o. preem Fri. (7) of “Blithe 
Spirit.” 


hat season June 21 under manage- 


Girl,” and William P. Dix. 
Playhouse blew fuse second night 


Manager Richard Skinner saved the 
night with 





spare gadget. 


story in Collier’s, a John McCarten | 


Association, | 


Beachcomber Club in tax difficul- 
ties with Treasury dept 
Jesse Block at Kitty Davis’, along | 


“Over 21” opening Yardley straw- | 


ment of Wendell Corey, of “Dream | 


(8) putting air-conditioning on fritz. 


dash to Newtown for 


CHATTER 63 





London 


Robert Helpmann in hospital for 
minor operation. 

Kay Kimber (Mrs. 
American 
land. 

Jed Harris dickering with Lucille 
Ball to star in Broadway play under 
his management. 


a 


Roy Fox) first 
artist to televise in Eng- 


Bud Flanagan has replaced the 
late Teddy Brown as King Rat in 


the Grand Order of Water Rats. 

Garter club, padlocked by police 
in May after being opened for only 
'a few weeks, reopened under 
management. 

The D’Oyly Carte opera company 
makes its return to London at King’s 
theatre, Hammersmith, July 1, 
|six weeks season, 

Nicholas Vandas, who backed 
| Bataillon du Ciel” (“Battalion of the 
|Sky”), has formed own film com- 





pany in London to produce pictures | 


iin England. 
| Wendy Hiller leaving cast of “The 
First Gentleman,” Henry Sherek’s 
hit at the Savoy theatre, June 22, 
with Joan Hopkins, her understudy, 
taking over. 

Tamara Karsavina returning to 
stage after years of retirement to 
stage “Valse Fantasie” at annual 


tion Club at New theatre. 
William Pepper who leaves War- 
ner theatre as general manager this 





month is being replaced by Billy 
|Stewart, former manager of Rialto 
; when it was owned by Universal 


Pictures. 


|drew winning ticket in Irish Derby 
| Sweepstake which netted them $100,- 
|000. Before the race, they were 
|hawking fourth share of ticket for 
$400 with no takers. 


signed by J. Arthur Rank on seven 
years contract, getting $4,000 per in 
his seventh year, and is to costar 
with Googie Withers in Ealing Stu- 
dios “Joanna Godden,” Sheila Kaye- 


Smith’s best seller. Shooting starts 
July 1, with Charles Frend direct- 
ing. 





Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 
Richard Harkness, NBC commen- 
{ator, gets an honorary degree from 
Keuka College, Keuka Park, N. Y., 
June 16. 
Pare Lorentz, documentary pro- 
ducer, got the Legion of Merit for 





new | 


tor | 


“Le | 


Smith, of Playhouse staff, ordered to 
take a month’s rest by her medico. 

Rudy Kroeller, Patricia Bowmen’s 
}dance partner, worked all week in 
|Naughty Marietta” with a cracked 
rib. 

Aleen Leslie, 
With Judy,” 


who writes 

and her’ husband, 
Jacques Leslie, general counsei for 
iFeldman-Blum agency, were home 
'for a couple of days on way back to 
| Coast from N. Y. 


* 
Chicago 

Jack Benny here for a visit with 
his dad. 
| Joe E. Lewis openr at 
| Paree Friday (14). 

Carey Wilson. en 
making the rounds, 

Ramon Ramos back in the Drake's 
refurbished Camellia House. 

Charleen Kerr, former 
Weeks vocalist, chirping in Ye Olde 
Cellar. 

Variety Club held its annual out- 





the Chez 


route to N. Y., 


|} ing at Hickory Hills golf club Fri- 
| day (7) 
Rodeo Assn. of America’s Thrill 


Circus opens in Cub’s Park June 19 
for four days. 


Ruth St. Denis. now 68 years old, | 
( | gave a 
matinee of Royal Academy Produc- | 


recital at Musical 
College last week. 

Hal McIntyre and Frankie 
signed for the Rainbo 


Chicago 


Carle 
after the 





Two Columbia Pictures employees | 


John McCallum, discharged from | 
the Australian Army, has _ been | 


spot’s summer hiatus. 
Barbara Hale and her 

Williams, in for their 

June 22 


fiance, Bill 
marriage at 


Rockford, DL, 

Jay Seiler closed at the Black- 
hawk and went into Colosimo’s 
| with spot’s new ice show. 
| Martha Raye leaving for Holly- 
| wood and her stint in the new 
Charlie Chaplin pic soon. 
| Jack Oakie and indie producer | 
Dave Siegel stopping at the Conti- 
nental hotel en route to N. Y 

Danny Thomas took a night off | 
from his Chez Paree chores to fly 


to Toledo to visit his ailing dad. 


Betty Hutton and hubby Ted} 
Briskin paying their respects at 
Chi’s Singapore restaurant, where 
they met. 

John Bouie doubling from “Anna 
Lucasta” to the south side Wagon 
Wheel, where he sings in the two 
late shows. 

Philip Yordan off to Hollywood 
after the “Windy City” fiasco to} 
go to work for Nero Pix on the 
Goldwyn lot. 

Irv Kupcinet, Times columnist, 


plugging his second annual “Purple 
Heart Cruise” on Lake Michigan for 
wounded vets. 


: ” “4. | Bess Myerson back to N. Y. after 
“dynamic leadership s lt. . wi ead Most. ; . - 
arc ic leade p” as It. col th a hectic week of making the rounds 

| J B L. Lawrence. J. Arthur Rank of schools under auspices of Chi | 
irep, in town to see Eric Johnston race relation groups. ae 
\last week. He planes back to Lon- Eugene Ormandy and the Phill) 
don this week : Symphony Orch won raves from 
] “ . 


Lou Kusner, manager of Warner's 
| Apollo at Martinsburg, W. Va., hon- 
ored by Gov. Clarence Meadows for 
outstanding bond sales. 

Neil Allen, ex-AAF and 
asst. manager of New York's 
Lincoln, new manager of 
Kramer's Roosevelt hotel here. 

Joseph Borkin, handling the Tech- 
nicolor suit for the Justice Depart- 
ment’s anti-trust division, now a 
member of the local Variety tent. 

Lt. and Mrs. Fred M. Packard 
called on Eric Johnston at MPA of- 
fice Friday (7) en route to Coast, 
where Packer goes on the Universal 
payroll. She’s J. Arthur Rank’s 
daughter Sheleh. 

Pic biz made bow at one of Mrs. 
Evalyn Walsh (Hope Diamond) Mc- 
Lean’s fanciest parties, when eve- 
ning was highlighted by screening 
of Columbia's “Gilda.” Affair hon- 
ored outgoing British Ambassador 
and Lady Halifax. 

Lowell Thomas talked Greek re- 
| lief last week to Washington Adver- 
jtising Club. Same luncheon 
gram also featured Movietone’s Tony 
|Muto, pinch-hitting for George 
Skouras, ill in New York, in accept- 
| ing contributions for the cause from 


former 
Hotel 
aria 





| exhibitors Issy Rappaport and Mor- | 


ton Thalheimer. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Edith Fellows into town's 
nightelub, the Windsor. 
Johnny Nolton, local singer, organ- 
izing 12-piece dance band. 

Bettyrose Hein! left for Chicago to 
join the Earle Lindsay line. 

Stepin Fetchit comes 
Metz’ club on Monday (17). 

Joe Hiller off to Atlantic 
; rest after a throat operation. 

Jack Gwynne comes home with his 
|magic show on Friday (14) at the 
Vogue Terrace. 
| Roberta (Devoe), dancer and wife 
of Chester Devoe, local nitery owner, 
quitting showbiz. 

Collette Crawford, Playhouse star 
of “Blithe Spirit,” dancing in sum- 
mer opera ballet. 

Lt. Jimmy Spitalny, Maurice Spi- 
talny’s lad, home from the Pacific 
and a civilian again. 

Bob Saudek, director of public 
service shows for ABC, in to visit 
|his father last week. 

Lt. Tom Fordham, Jr.. son of WB 
district manager, to ETO as test pilot 
and engineering officer. 

Adele Dolokhov, radio actress, 
| winner of Doubleday cash prize for 
creative writing at Pitt U. 

Al Steppling, former WJAS an- 

nouncer, handling announcing chores 
jnt Kennywood Park this sumer. 
| Helen’ Lake, wife of J. English 





newest 





City to 


pro- | 


into Don } 


the town’s music crix for last week's 
Orchestra Hall concert. 

The Carl Brissons found the best 
place in town to rehearse a radio 
script: Grant park across Michigan | 


| Boulevard from the Blackstone 
| hotel. 
' Pearl Buck to serve on board of | 


sponsors for $100,000 fund-raising 


| 


campaign to build a church and 
community center in Chi’s China- 
town. 


Lionel Hampton, who used to be | 
a Chicago Defender newsboy, will | 
be presented a special citation for |} 
race relations work by the sheet 
next week. 

Mike Todd in to line up some of 
the cast of “Up in Central Park” | 
whose run-of-the-play contracts are 
running out soon for the west coast | 


‘Date | 


Anson 


Hollywood 


| Fritz Lang laid up with laryngitis, 
| Elliott Nugent laid up with brone 
| chitis. 
| Cary 
| meon. 
| Louis Lipstone to Chicago on vae 
cation. 
| Peter 
; With flu. 
| Lou Levy in town after two weeks 
; in the east. 
| Alice Faye and 
| from the east. 
| J. J. Unger in town to scan United 
Artists product. 
Sunset Carson to Texas for a per- 
sonal appearance tour. 
| Albert Lewin’s illness keeping the 
|“Bel Ami” troupe idle. 
| Gracie Allen and George Burns on 
vacation at Arrowhead. 
William Perlberg in 
vacationing in Colorado. 
Billy De Wolfe pulled out of town 
for three weeks’ vacation. 


Grant guesting at San Sie 


O'Crotty laid up at home 


Phil Harris in 


town alter 


Bob Considine westward to cover 
the Bikini Atoll big blow. 

Red Skelton cancelling his vaca- 
tion to play benefits instead: 

DeWitt Bodeen returned to RKO 


after gandering Broadway plays. 
Alice Young shifted from PRC to 
Eagle-Lion as assistant story editor. 
Nat Deverich returned to his MCA 
desk after several months of illness. 
Gary Cooper bedded by flu while 
“Cloak and Dagger” is shot around 


nim. 


Frank Seltzer returned trom buvsi- 
ness and drama gandering on Broud- 
vayv 

Ned Depinet has a nice idea of 


mailing out each new souvenir stamp 
| issue. 

Jimmy O'Toole appointed publicity 
director for Robert Riskin Prodcuc- 
tions, 

Rich Hogan rejoined Metro's car- 
toon staff after 42 months in 
Army. 

Walter Morosco returned to 
at 20th-Fox after a week out 
illness. 

Merle Oberon 
for International 
illness. 

James E. Perkins, Far East mana- 


the 


work 
with 


returned to work 
after two days of 


ger for Paramount, sheved off for 
Manila. 

Roddy McDowall going to West- 
port, Conn., in July for strawhat 
thesping. 

Manny Reiner in from South 


America for huddles with David O. 
Selznick. 

Jane Barrett, former actress-wife 
of Ernest Truex, divorced Warren P. 
Newmark. 

Gordon Knox 
arrange studio 
Film Center. 

Howard W. Koch joined Eagle- 
Lion after 11 years as assistant di- 
rector at 20th-Fox. 

Peggy Stewart and Sunset Carson 
will represent Republic in the San 
Diego Rodeo June 14-16. 

Edward J. Peskay, president of 
Harmon-lIsing pictures, in from New 
York for board meetings. 

John Howard cheeked in 
New York as west coast distribution 
manager for Vanguard Films. 

Paul Henreid cut his hand on a 
broken champagne glass during a 
scene in Warners’ “Deception.” 

Gene Tierney returned to the 
“Razor’s Edge” cast but John Payne 
and Clifton Webb are still laid up. 

Howard Lindsay chief speakei at 
the 17th commencement of the Pasa- 
dena Playhouse School of the The- 
aire. 


in from the east to 
space for Princeton 


trom 


run of the show. | Anne Richards flying to Australia 
Dick Hoffman out of the Charles for personal appearances with the 

Hogan office after Marcus Glaser’s | Hal _ Wallis picture, Searching 

'return from the Army, handling! Wind. é - 

the Tower, Kansas City, and club James Woolf, managing Cirectoi of 


bookings on his own. 
Hildegarde’s stage date at 
Chicago, starting June 21, wit! 
Patsy Kelly, Jan Murray and Harry ' 
Sosnik’s orch, will be her first 
vaude date here in five years. 
Members of the cast of Metro's 
| “This Time for Keeps” en route 
i through town to Mackinac Island | 
for location shots, with Lauritz |} 
Melchior and Jose Iturbi due later. | 
Johnny Donovan, formerly with | 
Kennaway Music and Associated | 
Booking Office, back in town after | 
a stint with the Army, and running | 
his 
Inc. 
Special Catholic Youth Organiza- 
tion award for his efforts in behalf 
of racial and religious tolerance will 


the 


ith 
at 


| cago’s Bishop Bernard J. Sheil at 





the ninth annual] benefit ball to be 
| staged here tonight (12) by the 
Knights of Columbus. 
. 
San Francisco 
By Ted Friend 
Bill Nietfeld new KFRC news 
chief. 
| Dink Templeton back from Rose 
|; Bow] track meet. 
| Simeon Philipoff signed for Bal- 


aika Gypsy Room. 

Ted Steele opened Palace 
Room, last night (11). 

| Eddie Diehl new assistant to Al 
| Dunn at United Artists. 


Rose 


| ~— _ 
| Leroy Phelps, television camera- 
| man, in from New York enroute to 
, atom bomb tests. 

| 


Dwight Newton, KPO-NBC com- | 


|mentator addressed California Wri- 
| ters’ Club June 9. 

| Mack Millar in for advance Bob 
Hope publicity for P.a.’s at Oakland 
land Frisco Civie Auditorium. 


| Department of 


own agency, Entertainment, | sna 





be presented Frank Sinatra by Chi-! 


General Film Distributors, in town 
for huddles with J. Arthur Rank as- 
sociates. 

Rod Geiger, producer of “Open 
City,” in from Italy for huddles with 
Fritz Lang on future foreign-made 
pictures. 

William C. Dixon took over as 
chief of the west coast offices of the 
Justice’s wnti-trust 
division, 

Preston Foster's car crashed near 
Victorville, delaying his start in the 
Harry Sherman production, “Rem- 
rod,” in Utah. 


Westport 


| By Humphrey Doulens 

Muriel Dickson in Wilton. 

Helen Hokinson at her place. 

Grace Moore recuperating 
cold at her farm. 

Ludmilla Toretzka bound for the 
Pacific with USO “You Can't Take 
iit With You.” 

Tallulah Bankhead will play two 
iweeks in “Private Lives’ at Gus 
| Schirmer’s Greenwich Playhouse be- 
| ginning June 24. ; 
Pat Powers reported settling ali- 
|mony claims of his estranged wife 
Pear] Schaef Powers for $250,000 as 
divorce suit begins. 





| 


from 


| 
} 


| Don Cossack Chorus returning to 
| Japan from which they were ban- 
lished by Jap government in 1938. 


iThis time to sing for American 
itroops under auspices of USO-Camp 
| Shows. 

| Mrs. John Davis Lodge (Frances 
raggiotti) heading subscription 
campaign for Country playhouse seae 
ison opening July 1. Theresa Hel- 
burn, Odette Myrtil, John C. Wilson 
‘and the Langners at luncheon open- 
ing drive (11). 
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Wednesday, June 12, 1946 




















Ee 
33 “Jan Murray—the wonder- 
A ful comedian.” 
& —Earl Wilson, N. Y. Post 
? “He’s solid... .” 
" —Robert Dana, 



































* Just Concluded COPACABANA, NEW YORK x 
* Currently RIO CABANA, CHICAGO x 
* CHICAGO THEATRE, JUNE 21 * 
JULY 11th DOWNTOWN, DETROIT with HILDEGARDE 
APPEARING on HILDEGARDE RADIO SHOW, June 26 and July 17 


* Opening at N. Y. PARAMOUNT THEATRE, OCTOBER * 


My Sincere Thanks to JACK BERTELL 7 


On , O : AFFILIATE © 
ff) (@ ri] triste, Ltd, MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
745 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YOR 
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